
 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
To schedule a baptism please call  

508-753-5001 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Couples planning to be married should 

contact the pastor at least a year in 
advance. A program of preparation is 

required for all couples planning to marry 
in the church. To schedule a wedding 

please call 508-753-5001. 
 

ILLNESS  
Arrangements can be made to have Holy 

Communion brought to those who are 
homebound due to illness, age, or 

impairment of any kind or to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Anointing and 

Reconciliation with them. Please call  
508-753-5001. 

 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 
 

Rev. Msgr. F. Stephen Pedone, Pastor 
 fpedone@charter.net 
Gerald Montiverdi, Deacon 
Paul Gialanella, Deacon 
 pgialanella@outlook.com  
Joan D’Argenis, Director of Religious Ed. 
 joan_dargenis@yahoo.com 
Maria Sciannameo, RCIA Director 
Michael Sacco, Joseph Sama - Finance 
Lisa Fenuccio, Administrative Assistant 
 lisaolmc@gmail.com 
Julia Tufano - Secretary 
David Soares, Parish Council Chair 
Joseph Bellino, Property Committee 
 Chair 
Joan Venincasa, John DaSilva, 
 Sanghee Kim– Organists 
Josef Konkol—Choir Director 
Mary DiSilvestro, Sacristan 
John Oliver, Hospitality Ministry 
Patricia Solitro,  Safe Environment  
                Coordinator 

37 MASSASOIT ROAD, WORCESTER, MA 
Parish telephone: 508-753-5001 

Parish fax: 508-754-1537    Rectory:  508-304-9988  
Parish e-mail - clergy@ourladyofloreto.net  

or lisaolmc@gmail.com 

 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and  
Our Lady of Loreto Parish 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

DAILY MASS 
Monday through Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

 
HOLY DAY MASSES 

Vigil: 6:00 p.m. 
Holyday: 7:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 3:00 - 3:45 p.m. or by appointment. 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
To become a registered member of the 

parish, please call 508-753-5001 or  
register on-line at www.mtcarmel.ws. 
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Our Lady of Mt.  
Carmel and Our Lady of 

Loreto Parish 
PRAYER FOR PARISH 
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 

 

Lord God, You love us with an 
everlasting love, and You choose us to share Your 
love with others. We ask that You rekindle in our 

hearts a new spirit of faith, of prayer and of reconcilia-
tion. Inspire us to search out and find ways of bringing 
one another closer to You. We pray for all who form 

our parish community, that we remain faithful to Your 
teaching, that we remain steadfast in our prayer, both 
personal and communal, that together with You and 

the Holy Spirit, our parish may be renewed and trans-
formed.  All this we ask in the name of Jesus and 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Please cut out and pray daily. 

 

 

Lenten Prayer 
 

O Jesus, Who by reason of Thy burning love for 
us hast willed to be crucified and shed Thy Most 
Precious Blood for the redemption and salvation 
of our souls, look down upon us here gathered 
together in remembrance of Thy most sorrowful Passion 
and Death, fully trusting in Thy Mercy; cleanse us from sin 
by Thy grace, sanctify our toil, give unto us and unto all 
those who are dear to us our daily bread, sweeten our suf-
ferings, bless our families, and to the nations so sorely 
afflicted, grant Thy peace, which is the only true peace, so 
that by obeying Thy commandments we may come at last 
to the glory of Heaven. 

A PRAYER IN TIME OF  
PANDEMIC  

 

O God, whose Only Begotten Son 
bore the weight of human suffering 
for our salvation, hear the prayers of 
your Church for our sick brothers 
and sisters and deliver us from this 
time of trial. Open our ears and our 
hearts to the voice of your Son: Be 
not afraid, for I am with you always. 
Bless all doctors and nurses, re-
searchers and public servants; give 
us the wisdom to do what is right and the faith to endure this 
hour, that we might gather once again to praise your name in 
the heart of your Church, delivered from all distress and 
confident in your mercy. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

As I sit at my desk writing this, I cannot help but feel that what we 
are experiencing at this moment as a country and the world is tru-
ly surreal. Who could have ever imagined that we would be expe-
riencing a literal shutdown of life as we know it? Who could have 
ever thought that public Masses and Church services would have 
to be cancelled, schools, colleges, public gatherings, restaurants, 
sporting events, movie theaters, entertainment venues would have 
to curtail or stop their functions on so massive a scale?  
 

I cannot help but think – what is God trying to tell us? God is not 
punishing us because God does not condemn or punish. Our ac-
tions do, as well as the actions of others. God uses even what we 
consider to be evil to demonstrate that He is a good and loving 
Father who wants only the best for His children, that He continues 
to provide and care for us. God wills life not death.  
 

We like to believe that we are in control of everything in our lives 
and world, but we are not. We are frail, mortal and needy human 
beings. Above all, we need God, who is our Creator and Lord, the 
source and sustainer of our lives, our strength and sustenance. 
God promises never to leave us orphans. Now, more than ever we 
need, as the Old Testament prophet Joel reminds us, “to return to 
God with all our hearts…to rend our hearts not our garments. 
These were the words of Scripture proclaimed on Ash Wednesday 
Masses.  
 

We need to pray for courage, strength and vision, asking God to 
remove our fear and replace it with hope. God will see us through. 
Stay close to Him. Pray the rosary, a very powerful prayer, beg-
ging Mary’s intercession during this very challenging time. Pray 
the Stations of the Cross at home.  
 

I will be communicating with you through a new system called 
Flocknote, provided to us by the Diocese, offering special prayers 
and devotions that will be very helpful to you. A letter has been 
mailed to all registered families asking you to provide us your 
email addresses and cell numbers so that we communicate with 
you.  
 

I respectfully request that you continue your weekly contributions 
through your offering envelopes and sending them to the parish 
center, as well as online giving, so we can continue to function as 
a parish. This is very serious. We have to continue to pay parish 
staff, insurances, heat, repairs, among other needs. Without your 
vital financial assistance, we would be forced to close down all 
parish operations.  
 

Please check on one another, especially elderly neighbors and 
relatives and try to help them in any way you can. Remember that 
we are a community of faith and that we desperately need each 
other, especially during these difficult times. We are all in this 
together and that we are not alone.  
 

Above all, do not lose faith and hope. God is with us and will see 
us through. Remember the words of Saint Paul in his Letter to the 
Romans: “For to those who love God and are called to his plan, 
everything works out for good.” (Romans 8:28) Julian of Nor-
wich, an English mystic of the 15th century, constantly pro-
claimed with God “all will be well.”  
 

Please know that you are in my daily prayers and in my private 
Masses. Please pray for me and for our world.  
 
Lenten blessings!  
Monsignor Pedone  
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My dear friends in Christ, 
 

As we confront almost hourly news reports about rising cases of Coronavirus, additional measures to restrict exposures to the threat of this 
insidious virus, and concerns about our own health and the wellbeing of our loved ones, we can become very anxious.  Yet we are a people 
of hope, grounded in the faith that God is always with us. As your bishop, I write to you today in these troubling times to remind you of 
this unshakeable tenet of our Catholic faith. 
 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, in his encyclical Spe Salvi (Saved by Hope) stressed how the virtue of hope is critical for anyone who en-
counters suffering: “[T]he present, even if it is arduous, can be lived and accepted if it leads towards a goal, if we can be sure of this goal, 
and if this goal is great enough to justify the effort of the journey” (Spe Salvi 1). What is that goal for us today? I propose that our first 
goal is to maintain a courageous spirit of optimism and perseverance during this health crisis. We are responsible for being good stewards 
of our bodies and for following the advice of medical professionals to minimize risk. By virtue of our baptism we are also called as good 
citizens to care for others in need, in good times and in bad. 
 

In Spe Salvi, Benedict XVI noted that “It is not science that redeems man: Man is redeemed by love. This applies even in terms of this 
present world. . . . The human being needs unconditional love. He needs the certainty which makes him say: “neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39). (SS26)  
 

As people of faith, let us not lose sight of the fact that our ultimate goal is life eternal, to one day enjoy God’s life and love eternally. That 
love is experienced even in this life when we are cared for in times of sickness with compassion, and we in turn become agents of God’s 
love when we help others in need. 
 

So what can we do? I suggest we consider three things: Pray, Listen and Respond. 
 

Pray the Prayer In Time of Pandemic which we are sharing through our parishes and institutions. Why? Prayer will ground us in the reali-
zation that, first of all, we are not alone. Even when seemingly no one else hears us in our pleas, God always hears us. It reminds us that 
the truly important things in life are bigger than us and we must set aside our pride to focus on what is truly important in life. 
 

Listen and Respond. Our faith reminds us that grace builds on nature. If we are attentive to the instructions of those around us we will be 
given the grace to respond. Hence, we must be attentive to the advice of healthcare professionals to protect ourselves but we must also be 
attentive to the spiritual, emotional and physical needs of others. Pope Francis has observed that his greatest concern regarding how this 
crisis is unfolding in Italy is that of isolation. Feeling alone and feeling abandoned engender fear, not hope. Are young and elderly family 
members scared or at risk and need our assurances and help? Are neighbors alone and in need of wellness checks so as to not feel aban-
doned? 
 

As baptized members of the Body of Christ, we also have a responsibility to the greater community of faith. In the weeks ahead, our faith 
life may be greatly challenged by not being able to attend Mass. We will have to fast from the very sustenance for which our souls yearn 
during this Lent, the Holy Eucharist. Again I stress -  do not lose hope. As your parishes communicate with you, I hope they will remind 
you that you can at least pray together with the Catholic community in our diocese through our Sunday and Daily Masses on the internet 
and on Spectrum (Charter) Channel 193. You may also have access to the Mass on Catholic TV from Boston if you are on a different cable 
company or satellite TV. You can make a Spiritual Communion as you spiritually prepare for the day, God willing, when you can return to 
the Banquet of the Lord at Easter. 
 

As members of the Diocese of Worcester, I also implore you not to lose sight of how we are serving so many people in need every day 
through our parish ministries and our diocesan agencies. Your call to be good stewards through the parish offertory is needed now as much 
as ever, as well as your continued support for the annual Partners in Charity Appeal which is a lifeline for diocesan-wide service to thou-
sands of people who are physically and spiritually in need. However, in light of these difficult times, I have suspended the activities of our 
diocesan capital campaign, Legacy of Hope, until these difficult times are behind us, in order to stay focused on addressing present needs. 
I encourage you to take advantage of online giving portals for your parish and Partners in Charity or simply continue to support your offer-
tory by mail. 
 

In closing, I ask that you join me in the following Prayer in Time of Pandemic and that you do so every day until this health crisis has 
passed.  
 

O God, whose Only Begotten Son bore the weight of human suffering for our salvation, 
hear the prayers of your Church for our sick brothers and sisters and deliver us from this time of trial.  
Open our ears and our hearts to the voice of your Son: Be not afraid, for I am with you always. 
Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants; 
give us the wisdom to do what is right and the faith to endure this hour, 
that we might gather once again to praise your name in the heart of your Church, 
delivered from all distress and confident in your mercy. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

May God protect you and your loved ones through this time of trial. 
 

With every prayerful best wish, I remain 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 
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Financial Stewardship  
           For the week ending March 15, 2020 

 

Income  
 

Offertory:  
     Week-End                                      $2,689.11 
     Mail                                                     520.00 
     Fuel                                                     355.00 
     On-Line Giving                                   211.80 
     Partners in Charity                              125.00 
     Maintenance                                         87.00 
     Church in Latin America                      10.00 
     Ash Wednesday                                    10.00 
                    Total Offertory                                    $4,007.91 
Rental Income                                                              175.00 
Mass Stipends                                                                50.00 
Candles                                                                           42.00 
       Total                                                                 $4,274,91 
   

     Expenses 
 

Payroll Taxes (February)                                           $900.14 
Professional Fees                                                           70.00 
Supplies                                                                          64.30 
     Total                                                                             $1,034.44 

Lenten Schedule for the Week of 
March 22 

 
 

All Masses, adoration, benediction, and stations of the 
cross have been cancelled. 

 

PRAY THE ROSARY !!! 
 

Our Church is closed but our Lenten    
              Journey continues…... 

PARTNERS IN CHARITY  
APPEAL 

 

“Envision Faith in Action” 
 

Our goal this year remains the same at 
$50,000.   

 

You are invited to watch the Appeal Video at home at 
www.partners-charity.net.   
 
 

There are several ways to give to this worthy cause: 
   *Envelopes for your donations which were available last   
     weekend, may be mailed directly to the Parish Center.     
    *Text giving: Text the word: donate to 84576.   
    *Donations can also be made online at partners-
 charity.net. 
 

As of March 11, 2020, we have received: 
 

  # of Gifts            Total  
         19   $11,080. 
There is no new update.    

Thank You for your continued support and generosity!! 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Mar. 24– 10:00 am -Annual Mass for Life @ St. Paul 
                Cathedral  - CANCELLED 
Mar. 28 - 20th Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference @ 
                 Assumption College—CANCELLED 
    Lenten Supper-Knights of Columbus-@ Our  
                Lady of Loreto Church hall after 4:00 Mass— 
    POSTPONED 

This Week  in Our Parish 
 

The Parish Center is closed to the public until further 
notice. 

 

20th ANNIVERSARY DIOCESAN CATHOLIC 
MEN’S CONFERENCE HAS BEEN CANCELLED 

DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
 
If you have already purchased a ticket, refunds are 
available. There will be more information to follow 
once we receive it.  

 

Ministry Assignments  

 

Since all Masses have been suspended by the Diocese 
until further notice, scheduling of lectors and Eucharis-
tic Ministers will resume when it is safe for Masses to be 
celebrated again. 

How about making a Cursillo weekend? 
   

Cursillo or “short course in Christianity”,  involves orga-
nized talks, discussions, and witness presentations of the 
participants own lives, struggles and triumphs in Christ.  
Weekends are held at the Immaculate Conception Spiritual 
Renewal Center in Putnam, CT. 
  

2020: Women’s:   May 28-31 
                                  October  22-25 
2020: Men’s:         September 10-13 
   

For more information,  Elizabeth Santley @ 508-304-8871 
or esantley@yahoo.com.  Information on Cursillo as well 
as Applications are available in the vestibule if the church. 
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Please pray for the sick of our parish:  Francis Caf-
fone, Susan Stomski, Donna Grasseschi, Lori Black-
well, Carmella Szklarz, Matteo Fiore, Patrick Loconto, 
Frank “Butch” Rano, Mary O’Connor, Christopher Col-
lazo, Paula Mari, Sim Simone, Cathy Coffey, Mildred 
Bassan, Vincent Pusateri, Sylvia Pusateri, Debbie 
Caffone, Joseph Ginskus, Philip Powers, Virginia 
Czubrynski, Karen Remian, Sandra Powers, Jennifer 
Bodinizzo, Martin Laine, Robert Bacon, Belinda Saha-
gun, Thelma Ortiz, Cynthia Pedone, Roland Dionne, 
Maxwell Mitchell, Louis Naple, Sue Cozzolino,  
Carol  Iaconi,  Anthony DeAngelis, Anthony &  Paul 
Locantore, Antoinetta Froio,  Kelly Piscillo, Ann 
Servidio, Eleanor Gallo, Maria Dziczek, Joseph 
Vancelette, Vinny Tiscione, Adolfo Ortiz Jr., Madelyn 
Martin, Anthony Paldino, Ann Marie Verdolino, Christi-
na Santley, Theresa Parretti, Marie Cherry, Emma 
Taubert, Francis Parretti, Charlene Swalec, James 
Saez, Christopher Pace, Irene Bastardo, Lorrie Tu-
fano and Riccardo & Silvia Cazzaniga. May the Lord 
give them strength, courage and healing. 

ON-LINE GIVING  
 

We would like to remind you that we currently offer 
Online Giving.  We want to provide you the conven-
ience of being able to give the way you want, whenev-
er you want. Online Giving offers you the opportunity 
to make secure, automatic contributions from your 
bank account to our church. Online Giving costs you 
nothing and provides many advantages to you and the 
church: 
 

Benefits for You: 
No check writing or ATM stops  
Safe, secure, and confidential transactions 
Use your checking/savings account or credit/debit 

card 
Schedule recurring or one-time donations 
Change a gift or account anytime you like 
View your giving history anytime 
 

Benefits for the Church: 
Reduces check processing fees 
Creates peace in knowing your data and auto-

deposited gifts are secure 
Provides giving history for tax statements 
Reaches a wider demographic of givers 
 

We ask that you consider using this service—
especially if you currently manage your bills or bank-
ing online. To register for Online Giving, please visit 
the church website at mtcarmel.ws and click on the 
link for on-line giving or call Lisa at 508-753-5001. 

 

Five Simple Rules to be Happy 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Free your heart from hatred 
         Free your mind from worries 
                 Live simply 
                          Give more 
                                Expect less 

 
 

Pray…Pray…Pray... 

 

Instead of counting sheep, talk to the  
Shepherd 

PARISH SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Years ago, Monsignor Gioacchino Maffei, the founding 
pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, started a 
scholarship fund for parishioners graduating from high 
school and going on to college.  Again this year we are 
offering a limited number of scholarships for high 
school seniors who are parishioners and participate in 
parish activities, such as altar serving, being a lector 
teaching in our religious education program, assisting 
Joan D’Argenis in the parish’s youth program, among 
other things. Applications are now available on the ta-
ble in the vestibule. These must be completed and re-
turned no later than Thursday, April 30th, to the parish 
office to be eligible. Those wishing to donate to this 
scholarship fund are asked to see Monsignor Pedone. 

“UNPLANNED”: 
 

After the director of a Planned Parenthood clinic in 
Texas participated in her first abortion procedure, she 
quit her job and walked across the road to join the Coa-
lition for Life. In this heart-stopping documentary, 
you'll discover how Abby Johnson's spiritual transfor-
mation instills hope and compassion into the political 
controversy surrounding this difficult issue. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

On Tuesday, March 11, we showed the movie 
“Unplanned” here at the parish center.  Unfortunately, 
we did not publicize it enough and only a few people 
came to watch it.  At times it was difficult to watch, but 
the message is so important: Choose Life.  Hopefully, at 
some point in the future, we can show it again.  It is 
something everyone should see, especially our teenagers.  
 

The DVD is available for purchase online. 
     Julie Tufano 
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One way to  spread JOY is to put 
    

   Jesus first 
   Others second 
   You third 

Opportunity may knock once, but  
temptation bangs on the front door forever. 

 

 1230AM, 970AM & 101.1FM  
EMMANUEL RADIO 

2020 SPRING PLEDGE DRIVE 
 

Emmanuel Catholic Radio will host a live three-day Spring 
Pledge Drive from 7am–6pm, March 25 -27, 2020. Em-
manuel Radio is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization whose 
express ministry is to proclaim the Gospel of the Lord 
through the New Evangelization on Catholic radio. Your 
tax-deductible donation will keep Catholic radio on the air 
serving all local diocesan parishes/Catholic schools and 
organizations & charities. To donate/pledge, (508) 767-
1230; visit 1230radio/com; or mail your donation to Em-
manuel Radio, P.O. Box 20027, Worcester, Ma 01602. For 
quality Lenten/Easter programming tune into 
1230AM/970AM/101.FM Emmanuel Radio, Truth for 
Life! 

For Information Contact: 
Cindy R. Dorsey, President OLMC K of C Council pictured with Bishop McManus and 

Msgr. Pedone- providing dinner, fellowship, and support for 
our seminarians from both the Worcester and Boston Dio-
cese.  

Mt. Carmel Council K of C members and parishioners hold-
ing vigil in front of Planned Parenthood on this past Satur-
day.  

What do we do when we can’t go to Mass?  
 
Receiving Holy Communion at Mass  
The reception of Holy Communion is one of the most intimate 
moments in the life of every Catholic. The great mystic and Doc-
tor of the Church, Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, writes eloquently of 
the first time she ever received Holy Communion: I knew that I 
was loved and said, “I love You, and I give myself to You forev-
er.”  
 
But what do we do when we can’t go to Mass?  
Many of the Saints have recommended that we should make a 
“Spiritual Communion,” a prayer professing faith in Jesus’ pres-
ence in the Eucharist and inviting him to come to come live in 
our heart.  
 
Our beloved Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI reminds us that even 
when we cannot go to Mass and cannot receive Holy Commun-
ion “it is beneficial to cultivate a desire for full union with Christ 
through the practice of spiritual communion, praised by Pope 
John Paul II and recommended by saints who were masters of the 
spiritual life.” (Sacramentum caritatis, no. 55) This practice is 
also recommended by many of the Saints, including Saint Thom-
as Aquinas, St. Teresa of Avila, and St. Jean Vianney.  
 
How to make a Spiritual Communion  
Begin by examining your conscience and making a good Act of 
Contrition. Then pray one of the prayers recommended by the 
Saints for inviting Christ into your heart. Here is one by Saint 
Alphonsus Liguori:  
 
 My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most 
 Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things and I 
 desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now 
 receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 
 my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there, 
 and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be 
 separated from you. Amen.  
 
A Spiritual Communion can never fully take the place of receiv-
ing Holy Communion at Mass, but in these extraordinary times it 
can help us to stay close to Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament 
of his Body and Blood.  

 

Watch the Daily and Sunday Mass online LIVE 
from Cathedral of St. Paul. To watch 

on Spectrum (Charter) tune in to TV Channel 
193 at 9 am on weekdays and 10 am and 6 

pm on Sundays. 
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Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
at Our Lady of Loreto

P A DRY CLEANERS

14 Millbrook St 
Worcester, MA

508-852-6565

“Proud Supporters of  
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel”

Kristina R. Vickstrom, Esq.
Estate Planning • Estate Administration/Probate

Elder Law • Wills & Trusts • Guardianship & Conservatorship 
MassHealth/Medicaid Applications • Special Needs Planning

508-757-3800 | VickstromLaw.com
172 SHREWSBURY STREET, SUITE 3, WORCESTER, MA

• Full Dinner Menu & Daily Specials
• Group Functions & Banquet Facilities
• We Accommodate Parties from 25 to 150
•  Open 7 Days • Reservations Accepted
•  All Credit Cards Accepted

508-753-9490
Brackett Court, Leo Turo Way

(Off Shrewsbury Street, Worcester)

A PREMIER, INDEPENDENT,
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Preschool (2.9) – Grade 8

• Personalized, student-centered classrooms
• STEM curriculum through WPI Partnership
•  Superior 8th grade PSAT achievement 

scores
•  Full campus facilities
• Extended day programs
•  Extensive enrichment, including athletics, 

library, art & music, robotics, service, 
leadership development & more

27 Edward Street, Worcester, MA 01605
VeneriniAcademy.com • 508-753-3210

Katie O’Brien 
katie.obrien@veneriniacademy.com


