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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
To schedule a baptism please call
508-753-5001

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Couples planning to be married should
contact the pastor at least a year in
advance. A program of preparation is
required for all couples planning to marry
in the church. To schedule a wedding
please call 508-753-5001.

DAILY MASS
Monday through Thursday 7:00 a.m.

ILLNESS
Arrangements can be made to have Holy
Communion brought to those who are
homebound due to illness, age, or
impairment of any kind or to celebrate the
Sacrament of Anointing and
Reconciliation with them. Please call
508-753-5001.

HOLY DAY MASSES
Vigil: 6:00 p.m.
Holyday: 7:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 3:00-3:45
Or by appointment—please call 508-304-9988 to schedule.
PARISH REGISTRATION
To become a registered member of the
parish, please call 508-753-5001 or
register on-line at www.mtcarmel.ws.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Our Lady of Loreto Parish

Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel and Our Lady of
Loreto Parish
PRAYER FOR PARISH
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL
Lord God, You love us with an
everlasting love, and You choose
us to share Your love with others.
We ask that You rekindle in our hearts a new spirit of faith,
of prayer and of reconciliation. Inspire us to search out and
find ways of bringing one another closer to You. We pray
for all who form our parish community, that we remain
faithful to Your teaching, that we remain steadfast in our
prayer, both personal and communal, that together with
You and the Holy Spirit, our parish may be renewed and
transformed. All this we ask in the name of Jesus and
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Please cut out and pray daily.

A PRAYER IN TIME OF
PANDEMIC
O God, whose Only Begotten Son
bore the weight of human suffering
for our salvation, hear the prayers of
your Church for our sick brothers
and sisters and deliver us from this
time of trial. Open our ears and our
hearts to the voice of your Son: Be
not afraid, for I am with you always.
Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants; give
us the wisdom to do what is right and the faith to endure
this hour, that we might gather once again to praise your
name in the heart of your Church, delivered from all distress and confident in your mercy. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Friends,
I am happy to announce that Mr. Donald Pegg, who is
studying to be ordained as a permanent deacon this spring,
has been assigned to our parish as a deacon-intern. He will
assist Deacon Montiverdi and me in the parish. You will
see him serve at weekend Masses. He will join us January
1st.
I am slowly recuperating from my bout with covid-19. I
thank you for your prayers and concern.
As I mentioned last week, the Parish Council has recommended that given Governor Baker’s latest restrictions pertaining to churches, that we NOT provide overflow accommodations in the church hall for Christmas Masses. We
cannot allow more than one hundred persons into the
church building for Christmas Masses. Please come early
in order to be admitted. The Masses for Christmas Eve are
– 3:00 and 5:00 pm; for Christmas Day – 8:00 and 10:30
am.
The weekend schedule will be the same as usual – Saturday
at 4:00 pm; Sunday at 8:00 and 10:30 am
I want to take this opportunity to wish you and all your
loved ones a very MERYY CHRISTMAS!
Advent blessings!
Monsignor Pedone

MASS SCHEDULE FOR THIS WEEK
Monday through Wednesday – Mass at 7:00 am
Christmas Eve Day – Masses at 3:00 and 5:00 pm
(Please note there is no 7:00 am Mass)
Christmas Day – Masses at 8:00 and 10:30 am
PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 24TH (CHRISTMAS EVE DAY) AND
CHRISTMAS DAY, DECEMBER 25TH

MASS SCHEDULE FOR MARY, THE MOTHER
OF GOD
Mass will be celebrated on Thursday, December 31st
at 4:00 pm and on Friday, January 1st at 10:30 am

May the miracle of Christ’s
birth bring joy to you and
yours this Blessed Season!
Merry Christmas
from
Msgr. Pedone, Deacon Gerry, and all the staff
from our parish

Please Note:
When entering an empty pew at Mass, please go to the middle so other people can sit on the ends. If you prefer the end
seat, please stand and leave the row so someone may sit in
the middle and then return to your seat. Also, PLEASE
WEAR YOUR MASK PROPERLY; IT MUST COVER
YOUR MOUTH AND NOSE WHILE YOU ARE IN
CHURCH.
PLEASE PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING WHEN RECEIVING COMMUNION.
Please help us to keep everyone safe.

Thank You

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
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The Nativity of the Lord

4th Sunday of Advent
"Behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall
name him Jesus." Today is the last
Sunday of the Advent season, and we
hear in the Gospel the anticipation of the feast we will celebrate in just one day. Christmas is coming! Jesus is on his
way!
We have had weeks to prepare for this momentous occasion, and now we are on the very verge of its arrival. The
children in our midst can hardly contain their excitement as
they wait to wake up on Christmas morning. The thrill of
this coming moment is meant to remind us of the joy and
anticipation we should all feel as we await the coming of
Christ. Yes, Christmas is a great feast, but there is more
here than a remembrance of the past or a fabulous party in
the present. There is a looking-ahead as well. We celebrate
as we anticipate.
Much as Mary must have waited in wonder during the nine
months of her pregnancy, we wait in hopeful expectation as
Christians looking forward to being reunited with our Savior. Our future is full of hope. The deflating melancholy
that afflicts many people after a holiday runs its course
need not be the experience of the Christian waiting for
Christ. We are always looking forward to something! There
is never a moment when we have no cause for joy. Our
lives are lived in a kind of unending advent as we stand in
watchful waiting.
Let us remember this as we enter into our Christmas Eve
gatherings and festivities. As we join with family and
friends to share in the good things of this life, may we carry
with us the joy of knowing that even better things lie in
store for us who welcome the infant Jesus into our hearts
and homes.

Giving Trees 2020:
Thank You to all who participated
in our effort this year to bring
some comfort, happiness and joy
to those children and families in
our community who so desperately need it.

FOOD DONATIONS
Through your generosity, we are able to help families
in our local area. Please drop off food items in the
church vestibule or at the parish center. Your donations to the Friendly House Food Pantry makes a big
difference to someone who is hungry. Many thanks!

Take a moment to contemplate
the symbols of the season. The
crèche tells us the Gospel stories: first from Luke, which details the human birth in a lowly
stable and the angels' message to shepherds; and later from
Matthew, which describes the arrival of Magi who signify
that God's salvation extends to all. The angels stand as
heralds of the good news, an emblem for each of us on this
solemn feast of our own duty to spread the message that
Christ is born and saves us from our sins. The tree stands
as a symbol of life, its green branches unfading even in the
winter cold, just as God's life remains in us even though
our human form should die. The wreath made of evergreens reminds us that God is one, without beginning or
end. The candles recall the birth of him who is forever the
Light of the world. Today, we celebrate the fact that God
came to earth as a beautiful, innocent infant who rejects no
one. We rejoice this day in the birth of Christ! And tonight, we remember that Jesus Christ came into this world
quietly, humbly, and gracefully, an example of how we
should live our lives
Liturgical Publications

MASS on TV:
Public Access Stations now carrying Masses:
Daily Mass
Worcester Ch 194 “the people’s channel” - 9 am
Spencer Ch 192—9am
Holden/Auburn Ch 191—9 am
Shrewsbury Ch 28 and 328—4:30 pm
Sunday Mass
Worcester Ch 194—Spanish—8 am
English—10 am; replays Monday—6 pm
Spencer Ch 192—Sunday 10 am
Holden/Auburn Ch 191—Sunday 10 am
Templeton Ch 8—Sunday 10 am
Athol/Orange Ch 13/135—Sunday 10:30 am
Paxton Ch 192 Sunday 4 pm, replay Monday at
6 pm and 8 pm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We hope to announce more towns in the future.
MASS continues to be available online from
worcesterdiocese.org both for Live Streaming @ 9:00
am and for viewing after 10 am on your computer.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Other options for MASS and the Rosary:
EWTN (channel 18 on Charter)
CATHOLIC TELEVISION (channel 101 on
Charter )
NOTE:
If you do not have Spectrum/Charter as your cable provider, call your provider and ask what channels televise
EWTN and CATHOLIC TELEVISION.
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A LETTER FROM BISHOP McMANUS

Financial Stewardship

For the week ending December 13, 2020

Christmas 2020

Income
Offertory:
Week-End
Mail
On-Line Giving
Flowers
Christmas
Maintenance
Religious Retirement
Immaculate Conception
Fuel
Solemnity of Mary
Religious Education
All Saints
All Souls
Total Offertory
Expense Reimbursement
Parking Revenue
Cemetery Baskets
Mass Stipends
Candles
Sanctuary Lamp
Total

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
$1,692.00
1,654.00
1,163.30
262.00
217.00
209.00
180.00
173.00
107.00
34.00
20.00
12.00
12.00

As Advent gives way to Christmas, we find ourselves in a
continued state of waiting, longing and expectation for a
promised vaccine. How our world has changed in a year!
Last Christmas, none of us had heard of COVID-19. Since
then our lives, jobs, recreation and worship have been shaped
by it. COVID precautions have led to COVID-fatigue as we
long for a return to normal life.

$5,735.30
216.94
185.00
160.00
75.00
22.00
20.00
$6,414.24

Expenses:
Utilities: (November)
Electricity
Internet, Cable & Phone
Natural Gas
Total Utilities
Music: (November)
Organists
Cantors
Total Cost of Music
Salaries & Wages
Printing & Mailing Costs
Funeral Stipends
Rectory—Food & Household
Air Sanitizing Equipment
Mass Coverage
Rubbish Removal
Mass Stipends
Employee Benefits
Music Publications
Office Expense
Professional Fees
Total

December 20, 2020

$1,759.54
484.27
443.57

875.00
340.00

$2,687.38

1,215.00
6,365.00
1,426.33
1,240.00
832.56
754.62
325.00
196.35
190.00
156.84
150.70
64.74
64.00
$15,668.52

Anxious waiting and expectation for the vaccine marks and
impacts our celebrations. Gatherings in church and at home
will be smaller, travel truncated, carols fewer, precautions
increased and parties cancelled.
But Christmas is not cancelled. Our way of celebrating has
changed, but our reason for celebrating remains the
same. While the world awaits the arrival of a vaccine, we
celebrate the arrival of the world’s Savior.
We hope for a vaccine that for a time will ward off illness
and death. The Divine Savior whose birth we celebrate gives
us resurrection and reunion. We pray the vaccine will restore
normal life on earth. The grace Christ offers promises eternal
life in Heaven.
For two millennia Christians throughout the world have celebrated Christ's birth. Many of these Christmases have been
marked by famine, plagues and wars. Through those hardships and others, Christians have found in Christ the strength,
hope and joy to persevere, endure and triumph over all of
life's uncertainties.
As we wait for the vaccine to come, let us rejoice, give
thanks and find peace in the Savior who has already come,
defeated sin and death and will come again to share His definitive triumph of eternal life.
With every prayerful best wish for a Blessed and Merry
Christmas, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. McManus
Bishop of Worcester

GOLDEN YEARS CLUB

Pray…Pray…Pray...

Out of the abundance of caution, the Golden Years Club
will not meet until it is safe to do so. We hope to gather
again soon. Happy Holidays to all.

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Saturday, December 19, 2020—4:00 p.m.
The Guerra Family and Fenuccio Family by Anna
Fenuccio
Adolfo Ortiz Jr. by the Ortiz Family
Biagio Girardi (2nd Anniversary) by Family
Sunday, December 20, 2020—8:00 a.m.
Michael Dello Stritto (8th Anniversary) by Wife Josie
and Family
Thomas and Mary Direda by Pat and Linda Sacco
Sunday, December 20, 2020—10:30 a.m.
Anthony Penny by Family
Gina Angilella by a Friend
Nicholas Verdolino, Pepino, Pauline and Tom
Pellegrino by Fran and Santino
Antonietta Leone by Family
Mary Gabriel (25th Anniversary) by Barbara and Joey
Helen Mercurio by Family
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Please pray for the sick of our parish: Francis Caffone, Susan Stomski, Donna Grasseschi, Lori Blackwell, Carmella Szklarz, Matteo Fiore, Patrick Loconto,
Frank “Butch” Rano, Sylvia Pusateri, Thelma Ortiz,
Cynthia Pedone, Roland Dionne, Louis Naple, Sue
Cozzolino, Anthony DeAngelis, Anthony & Paul
Locantore, Ann Servidio, Eleanor Gallo, Maria Dziczek, Joseph Vancelette, Vinny Tiscione, Madelyn
Martin, Anthony Paldino, Ann Marie Verdolino, Emma
Taubert, Charlene Swalec, Irene Bastardo, Lorrie Tufano, Riccardo & Silvia Cazzaniga, Maxwell Mitchell,
Lynn Wagner, Carol Youngstrom, Rudy Aromando
and Chris Watson. May the Lord give them strength,
courage and healing.
THIS WEEK OUR SANCTUARY LAMPS
ARE DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF:

Monday, December 21, 2020—7:00 a.m.
Parishioners Intentions

Joseph & Katherine Riggieri Sr.
and son Joseph Riggeri Jr.
by daughter and sister Dolores

Tuesday, December 22, 2020—7:00 a.m.
The Sick of the Parish

Mary Gabriel (25th Anniversary)
By Barbara and Joey

Wednesday, December 23, 2020—7:00 a.m.
Peter and Viola Griffin by Family
Thursday, December 24, 2020—3:00 p.m.
Charles D’Elia Sr. by Family
Thursday, December 24, 2020—5:00 p.m.
In Thanksgiving for Maria Ermina Rand (Birthday)
Friday. December 25, 2020—8:00 a.m.
Anne Chionchio Porcaro by Parents
Friday, December 25, 2020—10:30 a.m.
Joseph & Katherine Riggieri Sr. and Joseph
Riggieri Jr. by daughter and sister Dolores
Saturday, December 26, 2020—4:00 p.m.
John Gagliastro (1st Anniversary) by Wife Kay and
Children
John and Joan Mero, Joyce Mills, Janet Eros and
Jeanette Leclair by Family

THE POWER OF A CANDLE BURNING BRIGHTLY
Fire is a powerful symbol. That’s why flame plays such a
prominent role in our liturgies. It helps us to understand
Jesus as the Light of the world. We have the opportunity to
light a candle as a symbol of our love for departed family
and friends and to have it burn brightly for seven days.
Witnessing it connects us with our loved one. And knowing that it burns throughout the day and night comforts us.
A SANCTUARY LAMP signifies the presence of Jesus in
the tabernacle. We have two—one in the church and the
other in the chapel. Call the Office to arrange for either of
them to burn for your loved one for seven days. The donation is $10. You may also choose to light a vigil candle in
front of Our Blessed Mother’s statue in the rear of the
church for a goodwill offering. Experience the power and
energy of a candle burning brightly.

Sunday, December 27, 2020—8:00 a.m.
The People of the Parish
Sunday, December 27, 2020—10:30 a.m.
Joseph Tufano (42nd Anniversary) by Family
In Honor of St. Theresa
Domenic Mercurio Sr. by Family
John and James O’Brien by Rita

One way to spread JOY is to put
Jesus first
Others second
You third

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time.
Sunday, Dec 20, 2020
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (O KEY OF DAVID)
Unlocking every door
Those who have been incarcerated know exactly what it means to face a locked door. So do folks who have been institutionalized with
mental illness. But even those of us who have not been behind a literal door may find ourselves living under a sentence of fear, bitterness,
depression, or unforgiveness. We may be locked out of relationships that are important to us because of resentment or past actions. Poverty is often a prison that keeps opportunity and hope out, while also fostering despair within. O Jesus, Key of David, unlock every door that
keeps us from experiencing your freedom!
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 (11). “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God.”
Monday, Dec 21, 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O RADIANT DAWN)
Just before dawn
They say it’s darkest just before the dawn, and today we’ve reached that moment on the darkest day of what has been a very dark year.
Our hope in the worst of circumstances reaches a crescendo in today’s O Antiphon: “O Radiant Dawn,/splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:/come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the/shadow of death.” We’ve reached the edge of a dramatic precipice in our
waiting. Have faith and get ready—daybreak is coming.
TODAY'S READINGS: Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Luke 1:39-45 (197). “Blessed are you who believed that what
was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”
Tuesday, Dec 22, 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O KING OF ALL NATIONS)
The unexpected king is arriving
Today’s O Antiphon heralds the Messiah’s long-expected arrival as king. But clearly Jesus is not a typical king—because God’s kingdom is
not a typical earthly kingdom. Jesus will later proclaim, through the Beatitudes, that the kingdom of God is the inverse of what we humans
expect. “Blessed are the meek,” he insists—and the poor, the persecuted, and those who mourn. In fact, according to Saint Matthew’s version of the Final Judgment, Jesus will be the king wielding harsh judgment against all who’ve neglected the “least of these.” How will you
serve our expected-but-unexpected king today?
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56 (198). “He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the
lowly.”
Wednesday, Dec 23, 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O EMMANUEL)
Do not doubt—God is with us
As we the church celebrate Evening Prayer—whether in monasteries or in our own homes, the domestic church—tonight we pray or sing
the seventh and final O Antiphon of Advent with these words: “O Emmanuel, our king and giver of law, come to save us, Lord our God.” The
name Emmanuel means God-with-us. As the season of Advent longing comes to a close, in a world that is in need of God’s compassionate
and saving presence, let us pray tonight for eyes to see and hearts to embrace the presence of God-with-us in the events and conversations of these holy holidays. Indeed, O come, O come Emmanuel.
TODAY'S READINGS: Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Luke 1:57-66 (199). “What, then, will this child be?”
Thursday, Dec 24, 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY
More than a song and dance
For many Catholics of Mexican heritage, today is the final celebration of Las Posadas, nine days of reenacting Mary and Joseph’s search
for posada, shelter. Each day the ritual is the same: Participants knock on doors, sing songs begging for shelter, while hosts respond with
songs denying shelter, and finally end with the glorious moment when the door is opened wide and the Holy Family is given shelter for the
night. The repetition drives home the desperation of the most famous migrant family and migrants of all times and places, including our
own. Can you take some action in support of migrants and refugees this Christmas season?
TODAY'S READINGS: Morning: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Luke 1:67-79 (200). “Here I am living in a house of cedar, while the
ark of God dwells in a tent!”
Friday, Dec 25, 2020
SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS)
The Light shines upon us!
Today as we gaze upon a tiny infant born in difficult circumstances, we are also gazing upon a powerful love that has transformed the
world—and us. Fragility and strength, new life and enduring love—these are not mutually exclusive. In the Incarnation, we encounter a God
who has loved us since before the creation of the world and who longs to draw close and bring us life. This life is not to be “spiritualized” but
to be incarnate in our whole life, including our places of pain and challenge. Saint Athanasius writes, “For the Lord touched all parts of creation, and freed and undeceived them all from every deceit.” What is the freedom that God has begun to unfold within you?
TODAY'S READINGS: Vigil: Isaiah 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Matthew 1:1-25 (13); Night: Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14
(14); Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 (16). “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those
who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.”
Saturday, Dec 26, 2020
FEAST OF STEPHEN, FIRST MARTYR
Don’t cloak your compassion
Even the greatest among us have their darkest moment. The great Saint Paul had such a moment before his conversion, when he looked
on approvingly and guarded the cloaks of those who stoned the church’s first martyr, the young and courageous deacon Stephen. Saul of
Tarsus, as Paul was known before his conversion, no doubt was convinced that righteousness called for such a cruel and harsh death sentence. Be on guard for misguided righteousness wherever it rears its head, especially when that head is on your own shoulders. It rarely
leads to compassion or mercy, God’s signposts. Saint Stephen, pray for us.
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Matthew 10:17-22 (696). “Stephen, filled with grace and power, was working great wonders and signs among the people. . . . They threw him out of the city, and began to stone him.”
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