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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
To schedule a baptism please call
508-753-5001

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Couples planning to be married should
contact the pastor at least a year in
advance. A program of preparation is
required for all couples planning to marry
in the church. To schedule a wedding
please call 508-753-5001.

DAILY MASS
Monday through Thursday 7:00 a.m.

ILLNESS
Arrangements can be made to have Holy
Communion brought to those who are
homebound due to illness, age, or
impairment of any kind or to celebrate the
Sacrament of Anointing and
Reconciliation with them. Please call
508-753-5001.

HOLY DAY MASSES
Vigil: 6:00 p.m.
Holyday: 7:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 3:00-3:45
Or by appointment—please call 508-304-9988 to schedule.
PARISH REGISTRATION
To become a registered member of the
parish, please call 508-753-5001 or
register on-line at www.mtcarmel.ws.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Our Lady of Loreto Parish

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel and Our Lady of
Loreto Parish
PRAYER FOR PARISH
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL

Dear Friends,

Lord God, You love us with an
everlasting love, and You choose
us to share Your love with others.
We ask that You rekindle in our hearts a new spirit of faith,
of prayer and of reconciliation. Inspire us to search out and
find ways of bringing one another closer to You. We pray
for all who form our parish community, that we remain
faithful to Your teaching, that we remain steadfast in our
prayer, both personal and communal, that together with
You and the Holy Spirit, our parish may be renewed and
transformed. All this we ask in the name of Jesus and
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Please cut out and pray daily.

A PRAYER IN TIME OF
PANDEMIC
O God, whose Only Begotten Son
bore the weight of human suffering
for our salvation, hear the prayers of
your Church for our sick brothers
and sisters and deliver us from this
time of trial. Open our ears and our
hearts to the voice of your Son: Be
not afraid, for I am with you always.
Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants; give
us the wisdom to do what is right and the faith to endure
this hour, that we might gather once again to praise your
name in the heart of your Church, delivered from all distress and confident in your mercy. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Please Note:
When entering an empty pew at Mass, please go to the
middle so other people can sit on the ends. If you prefer the end seat, please stand and leave the row so
someone may sit in the middle and then return to your
seat. Also, PLEASE WEAR YOUR MASK PROPERLY; IT MUST COVER YOUR MOUTH AND NOSE
WHILE YOU ARE IN CHURCH.
PLEASE PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING WHEN
RECEIVING COMMUNION.
Please help us to keep everyone safe.

January 10, 2021

Thank You

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your promise of prayers and support during my recent convalescence
from the covid-19 virus. A few of you provided food for
which I am very grateful. I received a number of cards and
telephone calls that were a source of encouragement for me.
I also want to thank you for your many Christmas cards and
gifts and kind gestures. I am most grateful.
We have entered a brand new year – 2021. No one knows
what the future holds only God does. I’m sure you’ve heard
the old saying – “Do you want to make God laugh? Tell
Him your plans!” God’s plans and hopes for us may be very
different from our own. But we need to move forward into
the new year with trust in God that “all will be well” and
that God always plans for and wills our good.
In a few weeks, we will welcome a new President and Vice
President, as well as a new Congress. Whatever your political leanings, let us pray for them that they may serve well
our country and its values and all our citizens faithfully and
that they, too, will place their trust in God and His benevolent providence as they seek to lead our great nation under
God.
Monsignor Pedone

Today the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Baptism of Our Lord.
This brings to an end the season of
Christmas. The Church recalls Our
Lord’s second manifestation or epiphany which occurred on the occasion of
His baptism in the Jordan. Jesus descended into the River to sanctify its
waters and to give them the power to beget sons of God.
The event takes on the importance of a second creation in
which the entire Trinity intervenes.
Many of the incidents which accompanied Christ’s baptism
are symbolic of what happened at our Baptism. At Christ’s
baptism the Holy Spirit descended upon Him; at our Baptism the Trinity took its abode in our soul. At His baptism
Christ was proclaimed the “Beloved Son” of the Father; at
our Baptism we become the adopted sons of God. At
Christ’s baptism the heavens were opened; at our Baptism
heaven was opened to us. At His baptism Jesus prayed;
after our Baptism we must pray to avoid actual sin.
Excerpted from Msgr. Rudolph G. Bandas

The Baptism of the Lord
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A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION!
Are you making a New Year’s resolution? Here’s one you
may way want to take up! ...it can replace all your ‘usual’
resolutions while fulfilling them all!
"If you would suffer with patience the adversities and miseries of this life, be a man of prayer. If you would obtain courage and strength to conquer the temptations of the enemy, be
a man of prayer. If you would mortify your own will with all
its inclinations and appetites, be a man of prayer. If you
would know the wiles of Satan and unmask his deceits, be a
man of prayer. If you would live in joy and walk pleasantly
in the ways of penance, be a man of prayer. If you would
banish from you soul the troublesome flies of vain thoughts
and cares, be a man of prayer. If you would nourish your
soul with the very sap of devotion, and keep it always full of
good thoughts and good desires, be a man of prayer. If you
would strengthen and keep up your courage in the ways of
God, be a man of prayer. Finally, if you would uproot all
vices from your soul and plant all virtues in their place, be a
man of prayer. It is in prayer that we receive the unction and
grace of the Holy Spirit, who teaches all things."
— St. Bonaventure

Family….

Like branches on a tree,
We may grow in different directions
Yet our roots remain as one.

God’s Gift of Time
Now that the busy-ness of the Advent season has passed
and the Christmas season closes, let us take more time to
praise God for his magnificent gifts and to hold on to the
true meaning of the epiphany which we celebrated last
week.
Let us reflect on the gift of time. It sounds so simple, so
obvious; time is a gift. Yet, because we are human, we
sometimes forget to honor time. Instead, we ignore it,
wrestle with it, mismanage it and take it for granted.
If we take some time, we can see the significance of the
gifts of the Magi—gold, frankincense and myrrh - in our
own lives.
Our time on this earth is gold. It is so priceless. Once it
passes, we can’t get time back. Yet, God gives us memories in time’s place. So what memories are you going to
make with your time today? How will you spend and share
your gold?
Our time is a precious and desired commodity like frankincense and myrrh. These aromatic resins were used to inspire the senses as well as comfort and heal. Time anoints
us with love, comfort, struggle, growth, healing, discovery
and the chance to experience hope and joy in our daily
lives. So how are you using your time to love and grow?
How are you using your time to heal physically and emotionally? What will you discover today? What brings you
joy? What gives you hope? How will you offer your precious time to comfort others?
Time is God’s magnificent gift.
By Karen Kiefer, Boston College

John 4:34
“My food is to do the will of the one who sent me and to
finish his work.”
Jesus listened with an open ear and an open heart to the
voice of his Father. Listening, he obeyed. Let us, who
have been baptized in him, listen to the voice that calls us
beloved children and gives us a work to do, the work of
the Gospel proclaimed and lived in love for God and
neighbor.
Magnificat, January issue

Tibetan Proverb:

The secret to living well and longer is:
Eat half
Walk double
Laugh triple
And Love without measure.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Our Lady of Loreto Parish

Financial Stewardship

AND THE WINNERS ARE:

For the week ending January 3, 2021

The winners of the calendar raffle last week were:

Income
Offertory:
Week-End
Mail
On-Line Giving
Christmas
Solemnity of Mary
Fuel
Maintenance
First Offering
Catholic University
Immaculate Conception
Religious Retirement
Ash Wednesday
Latin America
Home Missions
Total Offertory
Sale of Mount Carmel Assets
Mass Stipends
Donations
Candles
Total

January 10, 2021

$2,179.00
2,862.00
801.80
460.00
395.00
295.00
295.00
125.00
85.00
45.00
40.00
30.00
5.00
5.00

1/1/2021
1/2/2021
1/3/2021

Joseph Parella
Dan Visceto
Carol Parella

$100
$100
$100

JOIN THE NATIONAL NOVENA FOR LIFE

$7,622.80
4,000.00
85.00
52.00
37.00
$11,796.80

9 Days for Life is a focused period of prayer, penance, and
pilgrimage set aside to mark the tragic anniversary of Roe v.
Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court decision which legalized
abortion during all nine months of pregnancy. The novena
will take place nationwide from January 21 through 29,
2021. During this time, all are invited to participate by joining together with thousands of Catholics across the country
in prayer for a new intention each of the nine days. Visit www.9daysforlife.com to learn more and to download a
free app for your smartphone or to sign up for daily emails
or text messages with each day's prayer intention. Your
prayers matter! Your sacrifices make a difference!
An End….and a Beginning

Expenses:
Music (December)
Organists
$775.00
Cantors
455.00
Total Cost of Music
$1,230.00
Mount Carmel Demolition (Final Payment)
16,000.00
Snow Plowing & Cleaning
3,360.00
Software License Renewal
2,046.00
Salaries and Wages
1,375.00
Clergy Benefits
799.33
Christmas Flowers
716.00
Repairs & Maintenance
575.00
Office Supplies & Expense
523.52
Rubbish Removal
396.35
Supplies
299.42
Funeral Stipends
200.00
Security Monitoring
195.00
Mass Coverage
100.00
Total
$27,815.62

January 22 National Day of Prayer
Did you know that in Dioceses throughout the United States,
January 22 is designated as a Day of Prayer for the Legal
Protection of Unborn Human Life? As Catholics we are
called to observe this day through the penitential practices of
prayer, fasting and/or giving alms, in a way similar to our
Lenten practices. Learn more about how you can participate
at https://www.worcesterdiocese.org/jan-22-day-of-prayer.

Dear Jesus, I have done so little for you in the past year.
I do not know what you have in store for me for this
year, yet I accept it with its joys, sacrifices, sorrow,
pain, and even death-joyfully-for its your choice. You
will help me to do my part and cooperate with your
grace, refrain from my habitual sins, overcome my
faults and defects. O Jesus, you know that without you
I am nothing. Be with me! Allow me to spend this
coming year in your love and service, without counting
the cost.
Bless me and my family, those with whom I come into
contact - especially those who dislike me. They have
good reasons. Bring to your feet those who seek you,
groping for your Light. Bless and help the dying, the
poor, the sick I deal with. Give the gift of holiness to all
the priests I know and also the religious. Bless all those
who love me and help me. Give strength, health and
wisdom to the pope and bishops. Bless this house and
all who are in it. Let me always remember that all that
I am, all that I have are yours.
Magnificat (December)
Servant of God Catherine de

Something to remember…..
Be kinder than necessary, for everyone you meet is
fighting some kind of battle.
Live simply, Love generously,
Care deeply, Speak kindly…..
Leave the rest to God.

The Baptism of the Lord

Saturday, January 9, 2021—4:00 p.m.
Nicholas Astrella (2nd Anniversary) by Wife and
Children
Sunday, January 10, 2021—8:00 a.m.
Brendan Shanley (24th Anniversary) by Family
Sunday, January 10, 2021—10:30 a.m.
Sandra Brouillard (4th Anniversary) by Elizabeth
Santley
Elizabeth Conte by John and Family
Susan G. Porcaro (8th Anniversary) by Michael C.
Martin
Monday, January 11, 2021—7:00 a.m.
Denise Garofoli (Birthday) by a Friend
Tuesday, January 12, 2021—7:00 a.m.
Vera Sbrogna by husband Gus
Wednesday, January 13, 2021—7:00 a.m.
The Sick of the Parish
Thursday, January 14, 2021—7:00 a.m.
Prayer Wall Intentions

Saturday, January 16, 2021—4:00 p.m.
Adolfo Ortiz, Jr. by the Ortiz Family
Victoria DiLeo by Family
Rocco Visci (Birthday Remembrance) by Family
Dominic DiBaro Jr. (Birthday Remembrance) by
mother
Sunday, January 17, 2021—8:00 a.m.
The People of the Parish
Sunday, January 17, 2021—10:30 a.m.
Ernest Martone by Family
Loretta Sclafani (First Anniversary) by Family
Giuliano Taffuri and Giovanna Stellato by Daughter
Ignazio and Josephine Columbo (Anniversary) by
Rose and Family

Life is so Short

We spend so much time sweating the small stuff; worrying, complaining, gossiping, comparing, wishing,
wanting and waiting for something bigger and better
instead of focusing on all the simple blessings that surround us everyday. Life is so fragile and all it takes is a
single moment to change everything you take for granted.
Focus on what’s important and be grateful!
You are blessed! Believe it!
Live your life and leave no regrets.
Melanie Koulouris

January 10, 2021

Please pray for the sick of our parish: Francis Caffone, Susan Stomski, Donna Grasseschi, Lori Blackwell, Carmella Szklarz, Matteo Fiore, Patrick Loconto,
Frank “Butch” Rano, Sylvia Pusateri, Thelma Ortiz,
Cynthia Pedone, Roland Dionne, Louis Naple, Sue
Cozzolino, Anthony DeAngelis, Anthony & Paul
Locantore, Ann Servidio, Eleanor Gallo, Maria Dziczek, Joseph Vancelette, Vinny Tiscione, Madelyn
Martin, Anthony Paldino, Ann Marie Verdolino, Emma
Taubert, Charlene Swalec, Irene Bastardo, Lorrie Tufano, Riccardo & Silvia Cazzaniga, Maxwell Mitchell,
Lynn Wagner, Carol Youngstrom, Rudy Aromando
and Chris Watson. May the Lord give them strength,
courage and healing.

MASS on TV:
Public Access Stations now carrying Masses:
Daily Mass
Worcester Ch 194 “the people’s channel” - 9 am
Spencer Ch 192—9am
Holden/Auburn Ch 191—9 am
Shrewsbury Ch 28 and 328—4:30 pm
Sunday Mass
Worcester Ch 194—Spanish—8 am
English—10 am; replays Monday—6 pm
Spencer Ch 192—Sunday 10 am
Holden/Auburn Ch 191—Sunday 10 am
Templeton Ch 8—Sunday 10 am
Athol/Orange Ch 13/135—Sunday 10:30 am
Paxton Ch 192 Sunday 4 pm, replay Monday at
6 pm and 8 pm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We hope to announce more towns in the future.
MASS continues to be available online from
worcesterdiocese.org both for Live Streaming @ 9:00
am and for viewing after 10 am on your computer.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Other options for MASS and the Rosary:
EWTN (channel 18 on Charter)
CATHOLIC TELEVISION (channel 101 on
Charter )
NOTE:
If you do not have Spectrum/Charter as your cable provider, call your provider and ask what channels televise
EWTN and CATHOLIC TELEVISION.

“Every morning, on rising, we reaffirm before
God, our decision to be faithful, come what may in
the course of the day.”
Pope Francis
Amoris Laetitia

The Baptism of the Lord
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time.

Sunday, Jan 10, 2021
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Do justice
We sometimes imagine it’s about collecting sacraments. Or stockpiling mountains of prayers. Writing fat checks to charities. Or being nice to people we don’t like. But the prophets relentlessly insist that what God desires from us is a just world. Where there’s a
privileged class, abominable wage gaps, racist systems, and deeply disproportionate outcomes for a nation’s citizens, the peaceable reign of God can’t gain a foothold. Contemplate categories of injustice—education, health care, employment opportunities, criminal justice—to name a few. Make one your special cause, learn all you can, and educate others about it.
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 55:1-11 or Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; 1 John 5:1-9 or Acts 10:34-38; Mark 1:7-11 (21). “A smoldering
wick he shall not quench, until he establishes justice on the earth.”
Monday, Jan 11, 2021
FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
Nothing ordinary about the reign of God
Today is the first weekday of Ordinary Time—that period in the church’s liturgical year after the close of the Christmas season that
stretches until Ash Wednesday (and then picks up after Pentecost until Advent begins again). This time after the holidays can indeed seem “ordinary,” when all the commotion dies down and all the decorations are put away. Some people, especially those who
live with long, cold winters, might even feel a little blue. But while sacred seasons are important, getting down to business is too.
After all, there’s a reign of God to help build. Think about everything Jesus did between the bookends of his life that we celebrate—
and roll up your sleeves for some extraordinary work.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 1:1-6; Mark 1:14-20 (305). “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
Tuesday, Jan 12, 2021
The power of a name
The Holy Name of Jesus is a devotion that was championed by Saint Bernardino of Siena in the 1400s—with the Holy Name Society dating to the 1200s. As a feast day, it’s been celebrated during the first week of January by various Christian denominations and
by Catholic religious orders, most notably the Jesuits, who use a monogram of the name (IHS) as their emblem. For Catholics, the
entire month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus. Pray the of the Holy Name of Jesus today, recalling how even the
unclean spirits of Jesus’ day recognized his name.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 2:5-12; Mark 1:21-28 (306). “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?”
Wednesday, Jan 13, 2021
OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF HILARY, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Be gracious in your disagreements
Catholics of the 21st century profess the belief that Jesus is both human and divine every time we recite the Nicene Creed at Mass.
However, that profession of faith was challenged mightily in the fourth century when followers of Arius argued that Jesus was a
great man—but not God. The conflict involved bishops and emperors on both sides and it went on for years. Hilary of Poitiers converted to Christianity at the age of 35 and was elected a bishop three years later. Hilary was a friendly and courteous man who persistently championed belief in Jesus’ divinity. Even exile did not silence his voice. In our own times of conflict and division, Saint Hilary, guide us to God’s grace.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 2:14-18; Mark 1:29-39 (307). “For this purpose have I come.”
Thursday, Jan 14, 2021
Reach out and touch an outcast
Jesus heals a leper in today’s gospel. Leprosy is relatively rare now in most regions of the world, so it’s hard to understand the fear
and revulsion that people with this disease triggered at one time. Even someone as close to God as Saint Francis struggled to be
comfortable with touching a leper. Every age has its outcasts, and the Christian challenge has always been to learn to accept those
others find unacceptable, love those others find unlovable. Prisoners, poor people, those with dark skin or foreign accents, the
homeless—the list of modern lepers is long. Who do you avoid? Acknowledging your aversion is a step toward acceptance.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 3:7-14; Mark 1:40-45 (308). “He . . . touched the leper, and said to him, ‘I do will it. Be made
clean.’ ”
Friday, Jan 15, 2021
Color blind no more
Today in Guatemala, a major religious procession honors an image of Christ on the cross carved from dark wood and renowned
throughout the region as the “Black Christ of Esquipulas.” The statue was commissioned by Spanish colonial leaders looking to convert the indigenous people who worshipped a dark-skinned deity. Today the image affirms the fact that in Latin America there has
been a certain “fluidity between races through inter-marriage and more blending of cultures and religions when compared to the experience of Native Americans and African Americans,” as El Paso Bishop Mark J. Seitz wrote in a remarkable pastoral letter on the
history of racism, Night Will Be No More. Today would be a good day to dip into this document for insights into the history and persistence of racism, regionwide. May the Black Christ be a symbol of hope!
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 4:1-5, 11; Mark 2:1-12 (309). “They were all astounded and glorified God, saying, ‘We have
never seen anything like this.’ ”
Saturday, Jan 16, 2021
OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Be present to the Presence
The great paradox of God’s kingdom is often expressed in the teachings of Jesus: The blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear, the
last are first, the dead live. The first and most profound paradox is that the Virgin conceives. Our Blessed Mother experienced the
coming Kingdom in her own body. She shares that experience with us in our communion with the Lord. We carry the Real Presence
of the Savior in our own bodies. The ongoing paradox is that the Lord calls us, who are sinners, to be the vessels of his presence in
the world. Express that presence today by lifting up the lowly.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 2:13-17 (310). “I did not come to call the righteous but sinners.”
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