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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
To schedule a baptism please call
508-753-5001

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Couples planning to be married should
contact the pastor at least a year in
advance. A program of preparation is
required for all couples planning to marry
in the church. To schedule a wedding
please call 508-753-5001.

DAILY MASS
Monday through Thursday 7:00 a.m.

ILLNESS
Arrangements can be made to have Holy
Communion brought to those who are
homebound due to illness, age, or
impairment of any kind or to celebrate the
Sacrament of Anointing and
Reconciliation with them. Please call
508-753-5001.

HOLY DAY MASSES
Vigil: 6:00 p.m.
Holyday: 7:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 3:00-3:45
Or by appointment—please call 508-304-9988 to schedule.
PARISH REGISTRATION
To become a registered member of the
parish, please call 508-753-5001 or
register on-line at www.mtcarmel.ws.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Our Lady of Loreto Parish

Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel and Our Lady of
Loreto Parish
PRAYER FOR PARISH
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL
Lord God, You love us with an
everlasting love, and You choose
us to share Your love with others.
We ask that You rekindle in our hearts a new spirit of faith,
of prayer and of reconciliation. Inspire us to search out and
find ways of bringing one another closer to You. We pray
for all who form our parish community, that we remain
faithful to Your teaching, that we remain steadfast in our
prayer, both personal and communal, that together with
You and the Holy Spirit, our parish may be renewed and
transformed. All this we ask in the name of Jesus and
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Please cut out and pray daily.

A PRAYER IN TIME OF
PANDEMIC

January 24, 2021

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Friends,
As I write this, Joseph Biden, is about to be sworn in as our
46th President of the United States. Let us pray for him and
the Congress as they prepare to lead our country in the years
ahead. God bless America and keep us safe and secure!
February 3rd is the Feast of St. Blasé, the patron saint of
throats. The blessing of throats, a sacramental, is usually
done in commemoration of that feast. However, because of
the covid-19 pandemic, we are not able to extend an individual blessing this year, but will offer a general blessing at
all Lord’s Day Masses the first weekend of February.
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, February 17th. Again,
because of covid-19, ashes will be imposed by the sprinkling of ashes on a person’s head or by using a cotton swab
and imposing ashes on a person’s forehead. This is in keeping with a recent directive from the Vatican’s Congregation
for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments and
our Diocesan Office for Worship and in the matter of keeping us all safe amidst this pandemic.

O God, whose Only Begotten Son
bore the weight of human suffering
for our salvation, hear the prayers of
your Church for our sick brothers
and sisters and deliver us from this
time of trial. Open our ears and our
hearts to the voice of your Son: Be
not afraid, for I am with you always.
Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants; give
us the wisdom to do what is right and the faith to endure
this hour, that we might gather once again to praise your
name in the heart of your Church, delivered from all distress and confident in your mercy. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Also on Ash Wednesday, and every Ash Wednesday thereafter, we will be take up a collection for retired diocesan
priests. Special envelopes are available for this collection in
the vestibule of the church. This collection, unlike the Retired Religious Collection taken up recently in December
that benefits members of both men and women religious
congregations such as the Venerini Sisters, Sisters of Mercy, the Assumptionist Fathers and brothers and many others,
will directly benefit the retired priests of our Diocese who
have served our Diocese so faithfully. Over the last two fiscal years, the costs of priest retirement, including housing,
health insurance and monthly stipends have ranged from
$2.2 - 2.6 million leading to significant annual shortfalls
Your support of the Ash Wednesday collection will help us
meet our obligation to those priests who have faithfully
served us and our families through the decades.

ANNUAL MASS AND HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

We will be livestreaming the 10:30 AM Mass every Sunday
using our parish Facebook page. I invite you to use this media format to participate virtually in the Mass.

The annual Mass for Life will be held Thursday, January
28th at 6:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s Cathedral, 15 Chatham Street,
Worcester, followed by a Holy Hour for Life at 7:30 p.m. to
remember the 48th anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade decision and pray for an end to abortion and the conversion of
our nation. All are welcome!

PRO-LIFE VIGIL
A vigil will be held 9 a.m. Saturdays to pray for America
and the unborn, across the street from Planned Parenthood,
475 Pleasant Street.

Winter blessings!
Monsignor Pedone

ST. ROCH’S CHURCH—OXFORD
All are invited to join Fr. Roy, in solidarity with the March
For Life in Washington on January 29, with a Life
Chain on Main Street, noon to 1 pm. We will meet at the
Parish Center at 11:45 am, and then stand along the street,
holding signs, testifying to the value of all life. Peacefully
and Prayerfully. If anyone needs a ride please contact
Louise Faiola at 508-756-1150.

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
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MASS on TV:

Thank you to all who made donations in memory or in honor of loved ones for Christmas flowers to decorate the
church.
A complete list of names of whom flowers were donated in
memory or in honor of is available in the vestibule of the
church.

The Conversion of St. Paul
St. Paul, named Saul at his circumcision, was born at
Tarsus, Cilicia, of Jewish parents who were descended
from the tribe of Benjamin. He was a Roman citizen from
birth.
To complete his schooling, St. Paul was sent to Jerusalem, was educated in the strict observance of the ancestral Law. Here he also acquired a good knowledge of
exegesis and was trained in the practice of disputation.
As a convinced and zealous Pharisee, he returned to
Tarsus before the public life of Christ opened in Palestine.
Some time after the death of Our Lord, St. Paul returned
to Palestine. His profound conviction made his zeal develop to a religious fanaticism against the infant Church.
He took part in the stoning of the first martyr, St. Stephen, and in the fierce persecution of
the Christians that followed.
Entrusted with a formal mission from the high priest, he
departed for Damascus to arrest the Christians there
and bring them bound to Jerusalem.
As he was nearing Damascus, about noon,
a light from heaven suddenly blazed round
him. Jesus with His glorified body appeared to him and addressed him, turning
him away from his apparently successful
career.
An immediate transformation was wrought in the soul of
St. Paul. He was suddenly converted to the Christian
Faith. He was baptized, changed his name from Saul to
Paul, and began travelling and preaching the Faith. He
was martyred as an Apostle in Rome around 65 AD.
— Excerpted from Lives of the Saints

Public Access Stations now carrying Masses:
Daily Mass
Worcester Ch 194 “the people’s channel” - 9 am
Spencer Ch 192—9am
Holden/Auburn Ch 191—9 am
Shrewsbury Ch 28 and 328—4:30 pm
Sunday Mass
Worcester Ch 194—Spanish—8 am
English—10 am; replays Monday—6 pm
Spencer Ch 192—Sunday 10 am
Holden/Auburn Ch 191—Sunday 10 am
Templeton Ch 8—Sunday 10 am
Athol/Orange Ch 13/135—Sunday 10:30 am
Paxton Ch 192 Sunday 4 pm, replay Monday at
6 pm and 8 pm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We hope to announce more towns in the future.
MASS continues to be available online from
worcesterdiocese.org both for Live Streaming @ 9:00 am
and for viewing after 10 am on your computer.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Other options for MASS and the Rosary:
EWTN (channel 18 on Charter)
CATHOLIC TELEVISION (channel 101 on Charter )
NOTE:
If you do not have Spectrum/Charter as your cable provider, call your provider and ask what channels televise
EWTN and CATHOLIC TELEVISION.

JOIN THE NATIONAL NOVENA FOR LIFE
9 Days for Life is a focused period of prayer, penance, and
pilgrimage set aside to mark the tragic anniversary of Roe v.
Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court decision which legalized
abortion during all nine months of pregnancy. The novena
will take place nationwide from January 21 through 29,
2021. During this time, all are invited to participate by joining together with thousands of Catholics across the country
in prayer for a new intention each of the nine days. Visit www.9daysforlife.com to learn more and to download a
free app for your smartphone or to sign up for daily emails
or text messages with each day's prayer intention. Your
prayers matter! Your sacrifices make a difference!

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY –
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Although we will not be able to meet and celebrate with
cake and chocolates. We will continue our tradition of celebrating marriage. World Marriage Day (WMD) honors husband and wife as the foundation of the family, the basic unit
of society. It salutes the beauty of their faithfulness, sacrifice and joy in daily married life.
We will have a list of marriages as we do every year.
Please send us, via email lisaolmc@gmail.com or call the
parish office at 508-753-5001, your name and marriage
date and how many years you were married. We still will
have a special gift for the top ten couples who have been
married the longest.
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Financial Stewardship

AND THE WINNERS ARE:

For the week ending January 17, 2021

The winners of the calendar raffle last week were:

Income
Offertory:
Week-End
Mail
On-Line Giving
Fuel
Maintenance
Home Missions
Catholic University
First Offering
Ash Wednesday
Latin America
Christmas
Total Offertory
Mass Stipends
Candles
Total

January 24, 2021

$1,842.00
1,482.00
436.80
260.00
215.00
120.00
110.00
55.00
10.00
10.00
5.00

1/11/2021
1/12/2021
1/13/2021
1/14/2021
1/15/2021
1/16/2021
1/17/2021

$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100

ON-LINE GIVING
$4,545.80
190.00
73.00
$4,808.80

Expenses:
Payroll Taxes (December)
Religious Retirement Collection
Calendar Raffle Winners
Water & Sewer
Salaries & Wages
Snow Clearing
Professional Fees
Office Supplies & Expense
Total

Karen Beauchaine
Carol Lapomardo
Deborah Woods
Edward Laliberte
Antonio Salerno
Shirley DiIorio
Lindsey Morello

$909.91
757.00
700.00
204.03
120.00
115.00
64.00
62.48
$2,932.42

GOLDEN YEARS CLUB
Out of the abundance of caution, the Golden Years Club
will not meet until it is safe to do so. We hope to gather
again soon.

Consider a day well spent not by the amount you
harvested, but by the
number of seeds you planted.

Something to think about….
If we all did the things we are capable of doing, we
would astound ourselves.
Thomas Edison

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
If you would like a copy of your 2020 contribution statement
please email Lisa at lisaolmc@gmail.com or call the main
office at 508-753-5001.

We would like to remind you that we currently offer
Online Giving. We want to provide you the convenience of being able to give the way you want, whenever you want. Online Giving offers you the opportunity to make secure, automatic contributions from
your bank account to our church. Online Giving costs
you nothing and provides many advantages to you
and the church:
Benefits for You:
No check writing or ATM stops
Safe, secure, and confidential transactions
Use a checking/savings account or credit/debit card
Schedule recurring or one-time donations
Change a gift or account anytime you like
View your giving history anytime
Benefits for the Church:
Reduces check processing fees
Creates peace in knowing your data and autodeposited gifts are secure
Provides giving history for tax statements
Reaches a wider demographic of givers
We ask that you consider using this service—
especially if you currently manage your bills or banking online. To register for Online Giving, please visit
the church website at mtcarmel.ws and click on the
link for on-line giving or call Lisa at 508-753-5001.

OPEN HOUSE
St. Peter Central Catholic Elementary School, 865 Main
Street Worcester will host an Open House on Sunday, January 31st from 1:00-3:00 pm by appointment only. Please
contact meg.kuronis@stpetercc.com or by phone at 508-791
-6496. Please respect COVID protocol. St. Peter’s has
openings in grades pre-K-8. Please visit us on January 31st,
or call 508-791-6496 for information or visit our website
www.stpetercentralcatholic.com
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Saturday, January 23, 2021—4:00 p.m.
Marie Chase by Family
Nino Sasso by Wife and Children
Sunday, January 24, 2021—8:00 a.m.
William Oslowski by Aldona Kibelkstis
Sunday, January 24, 2021—10:30 a.m.
The People of the Parish
Monday, January 25, 2020—7:00 a.m.
The Sick of the Parish
Tuesday, January 26, 2020—7:00 a.m.
Eleanor Matulevicius by Aldona Kibelkstis
Wednesday, January 27, 2020—7:00 a.m.
Ronald Plamondon by Fran Penny
Thursday, January 28, 2020—7:00 a.m.
Paul Stapinski (Birthday Wishes) by a morning mass
friend

Saturday, January 30, 2020—4:00 p.m.
Adolfo Ortiz Sr. (21st Anniversary) by the Ortiz
Family
Harold Wallace (Birthday Remembrance) by Wife and
Children
Sunday, January 31, 2020—8:00 a.m.
John Kibelkstis by wife Aldona
Sunday, January 31, 2020—10:30 a.m.
St. Theresa

A grudge is a heavy thing to carry.
Please Note:
When entering an empty pew at Mass, please go to the
middle so other people can sit on the ends. If you prefer the end seat, please stand and leave the row so
someone may sit in the middle and then return to your
seat. Also, PLEASE WEAR YOUR MASK PROPERLY; IT MUST COVER YOUR MOUTH AND NOSE
WHILE YOU ARE IN CHURCH.
PLEASE PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING WHEN
RECEIVING COMMUNION.

Please help us to keep everyone safe.

Thank You

January 24, 2021

Please pray for the sick of our parish: Francis Caffone, Donna Grasseschi, Lori Blackwell, Matteo Fiore,
Patrick Loconto, Frank “Butch” Rano, Sylvia Pusateri,
Thelma Ortiz, Cynthia Pedone, Roland Dionne, Louis
Naple, Sue Cozzolino, Anthony DeAngelis, Anthony &
Paul Locantore, Ann Servidio, Eleanor Gallo, Maria
Dziczek, Joseph Vancelette, Vinny Tiscione, Madelyn
Martin, Anthony Paldino, Ann Marie Verdolino, Emma
Taubert, Charlene Swalec, Irene Bastardo, Lorrie Tufano, Riccardo & Silvia Cazzaniga, Maxwell Mitchell,
Lynn Wagner, Carol Youngstrom, Rudy Aromando
and Chris Watson. May the Lord give them strength,
courage and healing.
THIS WEEK OUR SANCTUARY LAMPS
ARE DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF:
Vera Sbrogna
by husband Gus

FACING FEAR WITH JESUS:
PPE FOR THE SOUL
We face many fears: sickness and death from a worldwide
pandemic, job, and financial loss, loneliness, and radical
changes in our society. We need PPE (personal protective
equipment) for our souls and emotions. Explore eight concrete tips from the Bible, the Saints, and our Catholic Faith.
The session includes prayer, reflection, small group sharing,
and talks. Speakers: John and Therese Boucher, Catholic
teachers of adults and authors. To be held on Saturday, Jan.
30 from 9:15-11:30 pm. FREE REGISTRATION (limited
spaces available)! Register by email by Thursday, Jan.
28 with your name, email, and phone number to Esperanza
Oliveras at cje21@verizon.net, to receive the Zoom.com
video session link.
(Hosted by the Parish Renewal and Evangelization Committee, Diocese of Worcester.)

FOOD DONATIONS
Through your generosity, we are
able to help families in our local area. Please drop off food items in the
church vestibule or at the parish
center. Your donations to the
Friendly House Food Pantry makes a big difference
to someone who is hungry.
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time.
Sunday, Jan 24, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME; SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD
Celebrate, study, share
The timing seemed right. In September 2019, on the 1,600th anniversary of scripture scholar Saint Jerome’s death, Pope Francis
launched a new observance on the church calendar. Today’s “Sunday of the Word of God” is deliberately placed within the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity. All who follow Jesus are invited to unite around the happy gift of our sacred story contained in the Bible’s
pages. On this occasion, we celebrate, study, and spread these good words we never possess merely for ourselves. Enthrone the Bible in your home—and heart.
TODAY'S READINGS: Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 (68). “The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and
believe in the gospel.”
Monday, Jan 25, 2021
FEAST OF THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL, APOSTLE
Turn things around
It is arguably the biggest about-face in history: Paul goes from passionately persecuting Christians to converting to Christianity and
becoming one of its most important champions. And it’s a hard-to-beat conversion story: falling off a horse and encountering the risen
Lord. But it’s a story that happens in the hearts of Christians all the time: Life knocks you down while going the wrong way, and you’re
not ready, willing, or able to see the truth—and then somehow Jesus changes everything. By the grace of God, it happens to you again
and again. Paul is proof that it’s never too late, that you’ve never made too many mistakes, that you’re never too far gone to keep turning yourself around.
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22; Mark 16:15-18 (519). “Repent, and believe in the gospel.”
Tuesday, Jan 26, 2021
MEMORIAL OF TIMOTHY AND TITUS, BISHOPS
Seek good companions for the journey
We honor Timothy and Titus one day after the conversion of Saint Paul. For Paul, once converted, wasted no time in spreading the
gospel and relied on many to help with his missionary work. Few of his companions were as key—or as beloved—as Timothy and Titus. Paul gave them the toughest assignments, and his letters to them are the only ones addressed to fellow missionaries that are included in the Bible. In those epistles, Paul refers to them as “my dear child” and “my true child in our common faith”—reminders that all
become brothers and sisters through Christ.
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 1:1-8 OR Titus 1:1-5; Mark 3:31-35 (520; Gospel 318). "Whoever does the will of God is my
brother and sister and mother.”
Wednesday, Jan 27, 2021
Never forget
On this day in 2005, the 60th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz concentration camp, the United Nations established International Holocaust Remembrance Day. With firm resolve to educate future generations about the horrors of the Holocaust, this annual event
is a clarion call never to forget the Nazi atrocities that claimed the lives of 6 million Jews and millions more others. U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres warns that it would be a “dangerous error to think of the Holocaust as simply the result of the insanity of a group
of criminal Nazis.” It happened because of the “millennia of hatred, scapegoating, and discrimination targeting the Jews.” Pray today
for grace to choose love rather than hate, to choose inclusion rather than discrimination.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 10:11-18; Psalm 110; Mark 4:1-20 (319). “Sit at my right hand till I make your enemies your footstool.”
Thursday, Jan 28, 2021
MEMORIAL OF THOMAS AQUINAS, PRIEST, RELIGIOUS, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Let your light shine
How apt that the gospel on today’s memorial of Saint Thomas Aquinas encourages us to let our light shine. This saint’s light was his
powerful intellect, and it still shines brightly today. His theological writings, particularly Summa Theologiae, continue to have tremendous impact on the church. One of his lasting insights is that faith and reason both come from God, and Christian doctrine is not at
odds with rational thought. In honor of this doctor of the church with his relentlessly probing mind, take time to sharpen your own understanding of a faith-related issue.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 10:19-25; Mark 4:21-25 (320). “Is a lamp brought in to be placed under a bushel basket . . . and
not to be placed on a lampstand?”
Friday, Jan 29, 2021
Make an offer
“Offer it up” is a phrase that seems baked into our Catholic tradition. Often it comes out at times when we are at a loss from the complexities and pain of suffering, which can leave us hopeless, scared, and lonely. After months of social distancing, mourning deaths, job
and school closures, and holidays spent alone, we are all in a kind of personal and corporate space of suffering. We are invited to truly
offer, that is, to give ourselves into the care of others and into the loving embrace of Jesus the Christ who also has known suffering
intimately. What do you need to offer up and how can you lovingly embrace others’ offerings of themselves?
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 10:32-39; Mark 4:26-34 (321). “We are not among those who draw back and perish, but among
those who have faith and will possess life.”
Saturday, Jan 30, 2021
All that I have is yours
Inheritance is a big deal in the Bible. Not so much legal inheritance, though that is mentioned, but theological inheritance, the gifts God
bestows on the community of faith—the people of Israel—and later, in the New Testament, to the followers of Christ. We all share in
that inheritance, that “holy ground” promised so long ago to Abraham and his descendants. How will you put your inheritance to use?
Will you pass it on to others, or will it end with you? How you invest your time, talent, and treasure will determine the answer to that
question.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19; Mark 4:35-41 (322). “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance.”
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