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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
To schedule a baptism please call
508-753-5001

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Couples planning to be married should
contact the pastor at least a year in
advance. A program of preparation is
required for all couples planning to marry
in the church. To schedule a wedding
please call 508-753-5001.

DAILY MASS
Monday through Thursday 7:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please contact the parish office at
508-753-5001.

HOLY DAY MASSES
Vigil: 6:00 p.m.
Holyday: 7:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 3:00-3:45
Or by appointment—please call 508-304-9988 to schedule.

PARISH REGISTRATION
To become a registered member of the parish, please call
508-753-5001 or register on-line at www.mtcarmel.ws.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Our Lady of Loreto Parish

Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel and Our Lady of
Loreto Parish
PRAYER FOR PARISH
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL
Lord God, You love us with an
everlasting love, and You choose
us to share Your love with others.
We ask that You rekindle in our hearts a new spirit of faith,
of prayer and of reconciliation. Inspire us to search out and
find ways of bringing one another closer to You. We pray
for all who form our parish community, that we remain
faithful to Your teaching, that we remain steadfast in our
prayer, both personal and communal, that together with
You and the Holy Spirit, our parish may be renewed and
transformed. All this we ask in the name of Jesus and
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Please cut out and pray daily.

A PRAYER IN TIME OF
PANDEMIC
O God, whose Only Begotten Son
bore the weight of human suffering
for our salvation, hear the prayers of
your Church for our sick brothers
and sisters and deliver us from this
time of trial. Open our ears and our
hearts to the voice of your Son: Be
not afraid, for I am with you always.
Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants; give
us the wisdom to do what is right and the faith to endure
this hour, that we might gather once again to praise your
name in the heart of your Church, delivered from all distress and confident in your mercy. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Louise Faiola has been the Chair for our vital Pro-Life Ministry for many years. She has done a wonderful job keeping
before us the Church’s teaching on all life issues, especially,
the unborn, the poor, the marginalized, the homeless, the
handicapped, the elderly infirm, and those facing the end of
life. Louise also brought to our attention and awareness legislation on the federal and state level that poses a real threat
to the unborn and the elderly infirm and our need as Catholics to make sure our elected officials hear our voices. She
has decided to step aside as chair to spend more time with
her family but will remain involved in this important ministry. I am most grateful to her for her hard work and dedication in this ministry for the past many years and her championing of the Church’s teaching on life and her deep concern
for all of God’s people.
I have asked Joseph Godek to assume the Chair of this ministry and he has graciously accepted. He will be assisted by
his wife, Barbara, and Alessandra Soares who will continue
this important work. I am very grateful to them for their
willingness to assist me and our parish in keeping life issues
before us.
The Catholic Church has consistently taught about the sacredness of all life, most especially innocent, unborn life.
We, as Catholics, have a serious obligation to embrace this
teaching. The right to life, as Pope Francis states, is a fundamental right from which other rights emanate. It is the central civil rights issue of our time.
Please pray for Joe, Barbara, Alessandra as they take up this
essential ministry.
Lenten blessings!
Monsignor Pedone

REGULATIONS AND LITURGICAL NOTES
LENT 2021
GUIDELINES FOR FAST AND ABSTINENCE

CONFESSIONS DURING LENT
Confessions will be heard every Saturday during Lent from
2:30 pm until 3:45 pm.

Lenten fast and abstinence regulations for the Diocese of
Worcester are as follows:


STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Fridays at 6:30 pm during Lent. You are invited to join us
personally or virtually through our parish Facebook page
(Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Our Lady of Loreto Catholic Church, Worcester, Ma)

Sorrow looks back
Worry looks around
Optimism looks up.
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Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics
fourteen (14) years of age and older on Ash Wednesday,
Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent.
 Fasting is to be observed by all Catholics who are eighteen (18) years of age but not yet fifty- nine (59) years of
age on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
 Those who are bound to fast may take only one full
meal. Two smaller meals are permitted if necessary to
maintain strength according to one's needs, but eating
solid foods between meals is not permitted. Catholics
should not lightly excuse themselves from these prescribed Lenten penitential practices.

The Second Sunday of Lent
Lenten Prayer
“Once I saw a mime straining as if to open one
of the three doors in a room where he found
himself. He pushed and pulled at the doorknobs, but none of the doors would open. Then
he kicked with his feet against the panels of the
door, but they didn’t break. Finally, he threw his full
weight against the doors, but none of them yielded. The
man was so concentrated on the three locked doors that
he didn’t even notice that the room had no back wall and
that he could simply walk out if he would only turn
around and look! That is what conversion is all about. It
is a complete turnaround that allows us to discover that
we are not the prisoners we think we are. From God’s
place, we often look like the man who tries to open the
locked doors of his room. We worry about many things
and even wound ourselves while worrying. God says:
‘Turn around, set your heart on my kingdom. I give you
all the freedom you desire.’”
- Henri J. M. Nouwen

Eucharistic Adoration
During Lent
Eucharistic adoration is a quiet time of love
and intimacy between oneself and Jesus.
Before He was tortured to death for us, Jesus,
in agony, asked Peter, John and James to stay awake
and pray with Him. Three times he asked for help;
three times He found them asleep. Hear Him: “Couldn’t
you stay awake even just one hour with me? Stay awake
and pray so that you don’t give in to temptation. The
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak (Mt 26:40-41).”

Due to the pandemic, we may not be able to actively participate in Eucharistic adoration in church.
There are ways to visit remotely—EWTN, Catholic
TV, etc. via YouTube, Facebook, etc.

FOOD DONATIONS
Through your generosity, we are
able to help families in our local
area. Please drop off food items in
the church vestibule or at the parish center. Your donations to the
Friendly House Food Pantry makes a big difference
to someone who is hungry.
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Our Lenten Journey Continues:
If you would like to be included in our Lenten program, please
call Lisa in the office at 508-753-5001 or email Joan
at joan_dargenis@yahoo.com and give us your email address
so we can add you to the list.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Instead of thinking of Lent as a time to give up something, think
of it as an opportunity to grow spiritually stronger and add more
meaning to your life. If you would like to be included in a gathering on Zoom, to discuss our endeavors, please respond to Joan
at the email address above.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

After much thought, here are a few of the things we can all do
during this Lenten season:
*Stations of the Cross—In church, Fridays 6:30 pm
or Zoom Remotely via Joan’s email, Fridays
6:00pm
Pray the Rosary
Be mindful of the 40 Days for Life Prayer
Campaign (See separate article)
Practice Community Outreach—Food Pantry, etc.
Watch more meaningful TV programs, such as
those on Catholic TV (Channel 101 on
Charter in Worcester)
Read a spiritual poem
Investigate religious artwork
Unplug from social media for a time
Read something inspiring
Take some time to slow down and reflect on the
Season of Lent

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Note: *Stations of the Cross will be livestreamed from the
church via Facebook. If you do not have Facebook, you can
connect to it through the parish website.

Join the 40 Days for Life prayer campaign
40 Days for Life is an international prayer campaign
that has saved over 18,000 lives since 2007. The spring
campaign starts on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17. To learn
more or to sign up to vigil, visit www.40daysforlife.com/worcester. Your prayers
make a difference.
Our Catholic school students made signs and produced a video which everyone should see.
To watch the Virtual March for Life slideshow by Catholic School students, go to
www.marchforlifeworcester or to the Diocese of
Worcester website—Respect Life Department - March
for Life.

PROLIFE VIGIL

Saturday March 13, 11:00AM
470 Pleasant Street, Worcester.
Across from Planned Parenthood
Join in peace with the Mt .Carmel Knights of Columbus and
the American Heritage Girls as we participate with the
40daysforLife Spring Campaign praying the Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet as a parish. Help us perform this act of
Corporal Work of Mercy as we witness for the sanctity of life.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Our Lady of Loreto Parish

Financial Stewardship

PARTNERS IN CHARITY

For the week ending February 21, 2021

We have begun this year’s campaign
for Partners in Charity. By baptism,
we are called to be the face of Christ,
offering hope to people in need
through works of prayer, charity and education. As Catholics, we join together in the mission of the Church through
this important appeal. The agencies of the Diocese are faces
of hope to many throughout Worcester County especially
during this time of pandemic. The difference today for families is that those who were not in crisis before or were able
to maintain stability in their home life are now facing crisis
due to unemployment from the pandemic. They have had to
negotiate the system for help with food, rent assistance or
other forms of aid.

Income
Offertory:
Week-End
Mail
Priests Retirement
Ash Wednesday
On-Line Giving
Maintenance
Fuel
Latin America
Religious Retirement
First Offering
Home Missions
Christmas
Total Offertory
Parking Revenue
Funeral Stipends
Catholic Free Press
Candles
Mass Stipends
Total

$1,809.15
1,502.00
1,095.00
1,031.00
631.80
168.00
145.00
143.00
100.00
20.00
10.00
10.00

$6,664.95
350.00
300.00
273.00
110.00
85.00
$7,782.95

Expenses:
Salaries & Wages
Snow Plowing and Clearing
Diocesan Invoices (February)
Payroll Taxes (January)
Supplies
Organist
Employee Benefits
Professional Fees
Total
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$5,797.00
5,075.00
3,709.00
897.43
150.22
125.00
78.00
64.00
$15,895.65

Who is Father Patrick Peyton?
Patrick Peyton was an Irish Catholic immigrant, born on January 9, 1909, and came to the United States in 1928. He
dreamt of becoming a priest. In his final year in the seminary, he was diagnosed with tuberculosis. Having great faith,
Patrick prayed to the Blessed Virgin Mary for good health.
His prayers were answered, his health improved, and he was
ordained a priest on June 15, 1941. In gratitude to Mary, he
became a promoter of the rosary and became known as “The
Rosary Priest” and founded the Family Rosary Crusade. He
preached:
“The Family that Prays Together Stays Together”.
On December 18, 2017, Fr. Patrick Peyton was declared venerable by Pope Francis, a step in the process toward sainthood. In October, 2020, the movie “Pray: The Story of Patrick Peyton” was released.
The story of Fr. Patrick Peyton is fascinating. Take some
time this Lent to read about him and his greatest legacy—
Family Prayer and the importance of the Rosary. It can be
said that “the rosary is a door into the contemplative world
for ordinary people”.

Your pledge is a tangible way to be the ‘face of Christ’ to
the world through your support of the 27 agencies and ministries which rely on this appear for funding each year. Materials and envelopes to assist in this appear will soon be
available in the vestibule of the church. Our goal again this
year is $50,000, which we met last year due to your generosity. I respectfully ask you to be generous again this year.
Monsignor Pedone

World Day of Prayer—
Friday, March 5, 2021
World Day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of
Christian women of many traditions who come together to observe a common day of prayer each
year, and who, in many countries, have a continuing
relationship with prayer and service. It takes place
on the first Friday of March every year. It is a day to
celebrate in symbolic solidarity with women around
the world.
For a prayer service near you, go to
www.wwdp.org.uk .
Through the worship service we hear the voices of
the Vanuatu women, who invite us to focus on the
Bible story in Matthew 7:24-27. Jesus tells a story
about the kingdom of heaven using the image of a
house and the land on which the house is built.
Choosing the land on which to build the house is an
important decision for people in Vanuatu. The combination of considering the terrain and the climate is
crucial in a tropical archipelago located in the South
Pacific Ocean prone to earthquakes, cyclones, volcanic eruptions and rising sea levels.

Opportunity may knock once, but
temptation bangs on the front door forever.

The Second Sunday of Lent

Saturday. February 27, 2021—4:00 p.m.
Vincent DiLeo by Family
Adolfo Ortiz Jr. by the Ortiz Family
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Giorgio (25th Anniversary) by
Family
Sunday, February 28, 2021—8:00 a.m.
Dolores Caccialino by Elizabeth Chionchio
Nikki and Joseph Gangai (Anniversary) by daughter
Marlene and husband Steve Perno
Sunday, February 28, 2021—10:30 a.m.
Eleanor Matulevicius by Aldona Kibelkstis
Maria A. Dimolfetta by Family
Vincenzo Mastrodonato by a Friend
Luigi and Adele Bianco by Family
Monday, March 1, 2021—7:00 a.m.
The Sick of the Parish
Tuesday, March 2, 2021—7:00 a.m.
Patricia Hunt (2nd Anniversary) by Kim Dipersia
Wednesday, March 3, 2021—7:00 a.m.
Richard Lambert by Serafina and Bruce Quinn
Thursday, March 4, 2021—7:00 a.m.
Parishioners Intentions
Saturday, March 6, 2021—4:00 p.m.
Louis Fazio Jr. by Family
Lisa Pignataro Esper (Birthday Remembrance) by
sister and family
Sunday, March 7, 2021—8:00 a.m.
The People of the Parish
Sunday, March 7, 2021—10:30 a.m.
Philomena and Gesualdo Barresi (B) by daughter
Julie Tufano
Pepino, Pauline and Tom Pellegrino and Nicholas
Verdolino by Fran and Santino
Ralph T. Aromando III by Dad, Helen and Rudy
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Please pray for the sick of our parish: Francis Caffone, Donna Grasseschi, Lori Blackwell, Matteo Fiore,
Patrick Loconto, Frank “Butch” Rano, Sylvia Pusateri,
Thelma Ortiz, Cynthia Pedone, Roland Dionne, Louis
Naple, Sue Cozzolino, Anthony DeAngelis, Anthony &
Paul Locantore, Ann Servidio, Eleanor Gallo, Maria
Dziczek, Joseph Vancelette, Vinny Tiscione, Madelyn
Martin, Anthony Paldino, Ann Marie Verdolino, Emma
Taubert, Charlene Swalec, Irene Bastardo, Lorrie Tufano, Riccardo & Silvia Cazzaniga, Maxwell Mitchell,
Lynn Wagner, Carol Youngstrom, Rudy Aromando,
Chris Watson, Vera Novick and Aldona Kibelkstis.
May the Lord give them strength, courage and healing.

MASS on TV:
Public Access Stations now carrying Masses:

Daily Mass
Worcester Ch 194 “the people’s channel” - 9 am
Spencer Ch 192—9am
Holden/Auburn Ch 191—9 am
Shrewsbury Ch 28 and 328—4:30 pm
Sunday Mass
Worcester Ch 194—Spanish—8 am
English—10 am; replays Monday—6 pm
Spencer Ch 192—Sunday 10 am
Holden/Auburn Ch 191—Sunday 10 am
Templeton Ch 8—Sunday 10 am
Athol/Orange Ch 13/135—Sunday 10:30 am
Paxton Ch 192 Sunday 4 pm, replay Monday at
6 pm and 8 pm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We hope to announce more towns in the future.
MASS continues to be available online from
worcesterdiocese.org both for Live Streaming @
9:00 am and for viewing after 10 am on your computer.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Other options for MASS and the Rosary:
EWTN (channel 18 on Charter)
CATHOLIC TELEVISION (channel 101 on
Charter )
NOTE:
If you do not have Spectrum/Charter as your cable provider, call your provider and ask what channels televise
EWTN and CATHOLIC TELEVISION.

Something to remember…..
Be kinder than necessary, for everyone you meet is
fighting some kind of battle.
Live simply, Love generously,
Care deeply, Speak kindly…..
Leave the rest to God.

Respect All Life

A Person is a Person no matter how Small

The Second Sunday of Lent

February 28, 2021

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time.
Sunday, Feb 28, 2021
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Go all in
Erin became a Roman Catholic in midlife. When asked why, she says she tried fiercely to make life work according to her plan. Erin
told God many times how it should go, attempting to persuade the powers that be to see it her way. Then one day God replied: My
plan for you is so beautiful, wonderful, elegant. Why not try it instead? When Erin celebrated the Rites for Candidates for Full Communion on a Lenten Sunday just like this one, she found the joy she was missing. Pray for this year’s candidates—and for candidates for years to come.
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Romans 8:31b-34; Mark 9:2-10 (26). “If God is for us, who can be
against us?”
Monday, Mar 01, 2021
LENTEN WEEKDAY-Mercy me!
Pope Francis called mercy the "beating heart of the gospel." Mercy is forbearance, divine favor, compassionate treatment of the
distressed and undeserving. It’s another word for God’s love. Consider showing devotion to it by reciting the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, a rosary-based prayer that was received by Saint Faustina, a Polish nun in the 1930s, through visions of Jesus. Divine Mercy
Sunday is celebrated the week after Easter, but many make the Chaplet part of their regular Lenten practice by reciting it every day
at 3 p.m. (the traditional hour of Christ’s death). You can find the Chaplet on the website.
TODAY'S READINGS: Daniel 9:4b-10; Luke 6:36-38 (230). “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”
Tuesday, Mar 02, 2021
LENTEN WEEKDAY-Celebrate humble history
Women’s History Month celebrates well-known women but also unsung heroines. How appropriate, then, that today is the feast of
Agnes of Bohemia, a lesser-known saint. First cousin of Elizabeth of Hungary—and descendent of Good King Wenceslaus—Agnes
came upon her vocation naturally. She built a hospital for the poor, a Franciscan friary, and a monastery for Poor Clare nuns. When
she also became a nun and was urged to become abbess, she referred to herself only as “senior sister.” She continued to cook for
her sisters and mend the clothing of lepers rather than live a royal life. Celebrate the unsung heroines in your life.
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; Matthew 23:1-12 (231). "Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”
Wednesday, Mar 03, 2021
MEMORIAL OF KATHARINE DREXEL, RELIGIOUS FOUNDER-We have work to do
Katharine Drexel (1858-1955) is a saint for our time. Born into a successful Philadelphia banking family, she used her wealth to improve the lives of others. Her Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament devoted their lives to education of Native and African Americans,
building more than 100 schools in cities, rural areas, and on reservations. Though Katharine and her sisters at times faced criticism,
endured racist taunts, and were threatened by the Ku Klux Klan, they remained steadfast in their mission. Patron saint of racial justice and philanthropy, Saint Katharine epitomizes the sacrifice of the Blessed Sacrament. How will you commit your own life to making the world more just?
TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 18:18-20; Matthew 20:17-28 (232). “Can you drink the chalice that I am going to drink?”
Thursday, Mar 04, 2021
MEMORIAL OF CASIMIR-Grace under pressure
Saint Casimir seemed destined for riches and power, but this patron saint of Poland, called the Peacemaker, took a different path.
Born in 1458 to the king and queen of Poland, he was a devout, ascetic child. At age 14 his father had him lead an army to install
himself as king of Hungary, but with an overpowering enemy and troops beginning to desert, Casimir instead returned home. His
furious father exiled him, but Casimir would never again take up arms. Rejecting violence when those around you embrace it can
take great inner strength. Cultivate an inner compass that can pursue peace despite pressure.
TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Luke 16:19-31 (233). “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose hope is the
LORD.”
Friday, Mar 05, 2021
LENTEN WEEKDAY; DAY OF ABSTINENCE-Pray for besieged people everywhere
Prayer is our life with God. Sometimes we carve out a particular time during the day, and sometimes there are specific words, images, or experiences that help us be more aware of or express our relationship with God. And so of course during Lent prayer is one of
the pillars, along with fasting and almsgiving, that help us turn to God. On today’s 2021 Day of Prayer, an ecumenical observance,
we are invited to “Build on a strong foundation.” This theme comes from the women of Vanuatu, an island hit by Cyclone Harold in
2020. Despite the perils they faced—and we've all faced in a year of pandemic—the message of today's prayer is one of confidence
in God's steadfastness and the rock of faith. Unite in prayer for healing and recovery.
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46 (234). “The kingdom of God will be . . . given to a people that will produce its fruit.”
Saturday, Mar 06, 2021
LENTEN WEEKDAY-Sibling rivalry of biblical proportions
The Parable of the Prodigal Son could as easily be called the Parable of the Bitter Brother. The story might have ended with the
celebration at the return of the repentant prodigal. But instead we are left to ponder the feelings of the “good son,” the obedient one
who followed all the rules but never got a party thrown in his honor. It’s a very human story, reenacted in nearly every family in one
form or another. “Mother always liked you best.” “You were Dad’s favorite.” “All we ever did was bail you out of trouble.” Will the bitter brother in the gospel story reconcile? Has bitterness or division in your own family been reconciled? Consider being the reconciler who brings it about.
TODAY'S READINGS: Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 (235). “Look, all these years I served you and not once did I
disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends.”
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