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 November 28, 2021�

Msgr. Mike is requesting all 

Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers 

to attend the Holy Day Mass of the 

Immaculate Conception Wed., Dec. 

8th followed by Evening of 

reflection and gratitude.� The Mass 

begins at 5:30 in the church and 

will be followed by prayer, 

reflection and blessing. 

Refreshments will be available.�

PREPARING THE MANGER�

�

Where do you fall in the “Christmas�songs�in�November” debate � do you like them, tolerate 

them, or outright hate them? There’s no theological problem with Christmas songs in 

November outside of worship, even if it’s not everyone’s cup of tea. But there is a problem with 

getting so caught up in the baggage of the season � the trimmings, the gifts, the celebrations, 

all of which are marvelous in their own way � that you forget to prepare the manger.  Every 

good Catholic knows that Lent is a penitential season. It’s hard to miss that point � Lent 

doesn’t even have any fun songs you can groove to on the radio. We are pretty good at 

recognizing that Lent calls us to examine ourselves. To deny ourselves. To give of ourselves. 

And most of all, Lent calls us to prepare, as a good steward does, for the return of our master.  

It’s harder for us to remember that with Advent, but Advent is just as much of an opportunity 

for penance, preparation, and reconciliation to God � and just as much reason, too. The very 

name of the season � “advent” � encourages us to focus on what is coming, not what is already 

here. Be on guard, the readings tell us today, “so that your hearts are not weighed down with 

dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and (the coming of the Lord) catch you 

unexpectedly, like a trap.”  So let us not forget � our master’s advent is upon us. And let us ask 

ourselves: how can we prepare the manger?�

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT �

YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST �

"How many of you say: I should like to see 

His face, His garments, His shoes. You do 

see Him, you touch Him, you eat Him. He 

gives Himself to you, not only that you may 

see Him, but also to be your food and 

nourishment." �

~St. John Chrysostom�

For more information and videos check out 

www.yearoftheeucharist.net �

CCD schedule for 

December~�

 kindergarten through 

9th grade �

December 5th, 

December 12th and 

December 19th. Christmas pageant will take place 

Sunday December 19th at the 9 o’clock mass. CCD 

to follow. Confirmation class for 2022 will take 

place December 12th from 5:30 to 8 pm. at St. 

Joseph’s  Parish Center with mass and penance 

service.  If you have any questions please contact 

me, John Arasimowicz at 413�822�1297 

or�johnaccd@gmail.com�



ADVENT VESPERS �

Each Sunday evening 

starting at 6 pm on�

Nov. 28th, Dec. 5th, 

12th, & 19th. Vespers 

are the evening prayer of the church and 

will include exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament. Following the Vesper service, 

all are welcome to view the video series of 

the Creed photographed and narrated by 

Bishop Robert Baron. This is a series well 

worth your time to view.  Coffee and 

dessert will also be available. All are 

welcome.�

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS�

Sat. 4:00 p.m.� Sun. 9:00 a.m.� Sun. 11:30 a.m.�

Pat Momnie� Anne Kozlowski � Sharon McClusky �

Juliette Ekouah � Betty Kirby �

Jackie �

Weatherwax �

Robin O'Brien �

MaryKay 

McClintock�

Jeff Gerard �

LECTORS�

Sr. Jean Bostley � Sharon Vincent � Paul Mays�

�

�

�

�

Please consider signing up to give your 

donations to our parish online.  It is very easy to 

do.  You can donate either with a credit card or a 

check and choose how much you would like to 

give and how often: weekly, monthly, semi�

monthly, quarterly, semi�annually or annually. 

You can go directly to the website at https://

stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up. We 

thank you for your generosity during these 

difficult times.�

LECTIO DIVINA GROUP�

Starting this Advent, a Lectio Divina ( Divine Reading) group will meet in the North Chapel every 

Monday from 6:30�7:30pm, led by. Fr. Michael. The goal of this group is to hear, listen, pray and 

contemplate the Word of God. We will normally use the Gospel for the up coming Sunday for 

this.�There will be group sharing and some Bible study, however, the main focus is contemplating the 

Word. First meeting will be Monday, Nov. 29th at 6:30.�



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF Nov. 28, 2021�

Sunday: Jer 33:14�16/1 Thes 3:12�4:2/Ps 25:4�5, 8�9, 

10, 14 [1b]/Lk 21:25�28, 34�36�

Monday: Is 2:1�5/Ps 122:1�2, 3�4b, 4cd�5, 6�7, 8�9/Mt 

8:5�11�

Tuesday: Rom 10:9�18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18�

22�

Wednesday: Is 25:6�10a/Ps 23:1�3a, 3b�4, 5, 6 [6cd]/

Mt 15:29�37�

Thursday: Is 26:1�6/Ps 118:1 and 8�9, 19�21, 25�27a 

[26a]/Mt 7:21, 24�27�

Friday: Is 29:17�24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13�14 [1a]/Mt 9:27�31�

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 

Is 30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8�

Saturday, November 27th�

Gene Momnie�

Requested by Pat�

  �

   4:00 PM�

Sunday, November 28th �

Lena Scapin�

Requested by Rosemary Polidoro�

�

Alfonso Cirillo�

Requested by Family �

__________________________�

Sanctuary Candle �

Bob & Mary Traversa �

Requested by Vivian & Family�

   9:00 AM�

�

�

  11:30 AM�

Monday, November 29th�

Claire Karnoutsos�

Requested by John Caruso �

  12:10 PM�

Tuesday, November 30th�

Anna Arace�

Requested by John Arasimowicz �

  12:10 PM�

Wednesday, December 1st�

For the Parish�

  12:10 PM�

Thursday, December 2nd�

All Souls�

  12:10 PM�

Friday, December 3rd�

Kathy Broderick �

Requested by Nicolene & Paul 

Wendling�

  12:10 PM�

Saturday, December 4th �

Bill Gilmore�1st Anniversary�

Requested by Family �

   4:00 PM�

NOVEMBER 28, 2021�

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT�

�

Staying awake can often be a challenge, especially 

when we are exhausted. Life’s demands have a way of 

zapping every last bit of energy out of us. When we are 

tired it affects us not only physically, but 

psychologically and spiritually as well. All of our senses 

are dulled and diminished. We can overlook details, 

become disinterested, lethargic and apathetic, and 

detached. Getting sufficient physical rest only helps so 

much. We need to be rejuvenated, refreshed, and 

reenergized in other ways. If we are psychologically 

exhausted, we need to understand what is draining our 

emotions and taxing our relationships. If we are 

spiritually tired, we need to find the necessary “shot in 

the arm” to put us back in touch with God. 

Unfortunately, exhaustion is seldom limited to just one 

part of who we are. When we lack energy and zeal it is 

usually the case that everything suffers. We not only 

are affected physically, but psychologically and 

spiritually as well. In short, when we run out of gas the 

engine stops.�

�

And yet, our Lord’s directive is clear, “Be vigilant at all 

times.” Even Jesus knew what “the anxieties of daily 

life” can do to us. One day pours into another and time 

quickly flies by. Any one of us can take a moment and 

reflect on how many wonderful, creative opportunities 

we miss because there is always so much “stuff” to do 

and so little time to do it. Usually these are missed 

moments of love, and if we are missing love encounters 

we are also missing God. Sleepwalking through life, we 

check the boxes next to our list of “must and have to 

dos” and justify it all by convincing ourselves that 

tomorrow is another day and there’ll be more time. It 

may surprise us, but tomorrow is here, and time is 

running out. While we may like to believe that we have 

an “eternity” of time to do all those things that require 

the focus, energy, and desire we do not currently have, 

we don’t. We’re on a limited ride and time is short.�

�

Jesus is also clear on another point. “That day [will] 

catch you by surprise like a trap.” If we are going to be 

judged on love and so easily justify not having all that 

much time to do so, then it seems we must shift focus a 

bit. St. Teresa of Calcutta tells us, “We desire to be able 

to welcome Jesus at Christmas�time, not in a cold 

manger of our heart, but in a heart full of love and 

humility, a heart so pure, so immaculate, so warm with 

love for one another.” Getting to this place doesn’t “just 

happen.” It requires vigilance and discipline both with 

a knowledge of what is really of importance and what 

really needs to be the focus of our energy and time. 

Pray, starting now and not tomorrow, that we can stay 

alert, be strengthened in our faith, and prepared for 

whatever will come. Don’t miss another opportunity to 

love.�
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Funeral
Homes

443-9151
David A. Dery

Frederick D. Dery

FLYNN & DAGNOLI - 
BENCIVENGA

FUNERAL HOME
Pre-arrangement

Counseling Available
Rinaldo P. Dagnoli, Donato F.
Dagnoli & Nicholas N. Flynn,

Directors
442-1733

5 Elm St., Pittsfield, MA

SAVINO EMPIRE
MONUMENTS, INC.

100 WAHCONAH ST.
PITTSFIELD, MA 01201

413-442-4149
Donna Brewer, President

Steve Brewer, Director

JOHN C. 
GEORGE, D.D.S.

“Where Dentistry Meets
the 21st Century”

552 Tyler St., Pittsfield, MA 

(413) 499-SMILE
                   (7645)

www.berkshiredentalhealth.com

YYANANKKEEE E IINNNNYYANANKKEEE E IINNNN
Seven Unique Room Types  •  Indoor & Outdoor Pool

Free Continental Breakfast  •  Great For Family Reunions

413-499-3700 | 461 Pittsfield Rd., Route 7 & 20, Lenox
reservations@yankeein.com

www.yankeeinn.com

www.dwyerfuneral.comwww.dwyerfuneral.com
776 North Street, Pittsfield 

(413) 442-5094

Family Owned Since 1904

TWO NEW 
LOCATIONS:

220 East Street, Pittsfield
413-445-4064

525 Main Street, Dalton 
413-684-0215
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Printing, Engraving,
& Graphic Design

413.637.0500

Viale Florist, Inc. 
Flowers for All Occasions

99 Wahconah St.
Pittsfield, MA 01201

 413-442-6956
 www.vialeflorist.com

Leon & Sons’
HIGHLAND

RESTAURANT
FULL TAKE OUT AVAILABLE

DAILY SPECIALS
Downtown Pittsfield Since 1936 

413-442-2457

Berkshire Physical
Therapy & Wellness

tcpt10@aol.com
www.berkshirept.com

Thomas Cooney, DPT

740 Williams Street
Pittsfield, MA 01201

(413) 447-8070

400 Main Street
Dalton, MA 01226

(413) 684-9783

Contact Clare Colamaria 
to place an ad today! 

ccolamaria@4LPi.com 
or (800) 477-4574 x6444

Jim’s 
Lawn Care
413-464-0373

Lawn mowing, brush cutting, 
mulching, Spring/Fall cleanup, 

chainsaw, hedge trimming, 
fencing and care taking.

“We do it all”

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

HEATING • COOLING • PLUMBING • REFRIGERATION • GEOTHERMAL

413.684.5100
146 Hubbard Ave., Pittsfield, MA 01201

LaureynsUnited.com

NOWNOW  OPENOPEN

Candle Pin Bowling 
 - Booking Parties -

413-443-4453413-443-4453
555 Dalton Ave., Pittsfield, MA

bowlimperial.com


