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THE CELEBRATION OF MASS�

Saturday Evening: 4:00 PM�

Sunday: 8:00, 10:30 AM�

Mon.�Tues. � Wed.� 8:00AM  Thurs. � NO MASS�

    Friday: 9:15AM (SCHOOL MASS)�

HOLY DAY MASSES 6:30AM, 9:00AM, 7:00PM� �

          �

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE�

Saturday: 3:00 to 3:45 PM�

Sunday: 10:00 to 10:25 AM�

  Other times by appointment�

�

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM�

Baptisms are celebrated on the 4th Sunday of the 

month. A pre�baptismal workshop is required for par-

ents, who are expected to be active members for at 

least three months. Please call Deacon Mike to make 

all arrangements. (610�262�2227)�

      �

 HOLY MATRIMONY�

A minimum preparation time of six months is required 

for the couple by the Diocese for the proper celebra-

tion of the Sacrament. Please call Father Lamb to 

make all arrangements. (610�262�2227)�

�

WE WELCOME �

NEW PARISHIONERS�

Please introduce yourselves to Father Lamb �

or Deacon Mike after Mass.�

Office of Victims Assistance�

Ms. Wendy  Krisak, NCC,  LPC�

Direct Number 1�800 791�9209�

Safe Environment Coordinator�

Ms Pamela Russo�

610 871�5200 ext 2204�

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN  

RECTORY�

1324 Newport Avenue�

 Northampton, PA 18067�

Phone: 610 262�2227�

Fax: 610 262�4192�

Email: info@queenshipmary.com�

Website: queenshipofmary.weconnect.com�

�

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS�

Monday to Thursday: 9:00AM to 3:00PM�

Friday: 9:00AM to 2:00PM�

�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN �

Good Shepherd Catholic School (610�262�9171)�

Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) �

Contact the Rectory. (610�262�2227)�
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MASS INTENTIONS  

      Sunday May 24th �

      John & Amelia Hutnick�Mike and Linda Hutnick�

�

� William and Gladys Doncsecz�

�

    Monday May 25 � � Memorial Day�

      For all Veterans living and deceased �

�

   Tuesday  May 26�

      Pauline Toth � Chuck and Sharon Toth�

                                                                       �

   Wednesday May 27�

� Ann Zablocki�Greg and Maryann Christensen�

                                             �

   Thursday May 28�

� Joseph and Helen Schneider�family�

         �

   Friday May 29�

        Anthony Kalavoda�Jim and Stephanie Kalavoda�

  �

   Saturday May 29 �

   � Rudy and Helen Fella�Bob & Trudy �

� � � � �Rudina and Taras�

                                                �

SANCTUARY�

LAMP�

will be lit this week�

�

IN MEMORY OF�

�

Deceased Members of the Ulrich and �

Joanna Legath family �

�

A Word from Pope Francis �

�

� “The Church holds out a mission, and I would 

like to entrust you with this mission. It is to go back 

and talk to your grandparents. Today more than ever 

we need this bridge, this dialogue, between grandpar-

ents and grandchildren, between the young and the 

elderly.” �World Youth Day prayer vigil,  April 8, 2017�

�

Reflection Questions:�

�

How do I accept the responsibility of actively building 

up God’s kingdom? • How can I showcase the truth of 

the ascension in my life?�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

A very special thank you to all the volunteers 

that came Saturday to help replace flags on 

our cemetery for our deceased veterans. �

If your loved one is missing a flag, and has 

served in the armed forces, please contact�

�

Richard Ebner  610�261�1070 �

St. Michael the Archangel, �

�

defend us in battle. �

Be our protection against the wicked-

ness and snares of the Devil. �

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, �

and do thou, �

O Prince of the heavenly hosts, �

by the power of God, �

cast into hell Satan, �

and all the evil spirits, �

who roam about the world �

seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.�

�
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�

SUNDAY READINGS 

Acts 1:1–11 As they were looking on, [Jesus] 

was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their 

sight.  

Ephesians 1:17–23 And he put all things be-

neath his feet and gave him as head over all 

things to the church.  

Matthew 28:16–20 [Jesus said,] “Make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit.” 

 

WEEKDAY READINGS 

 

Monday, Easter Weekday:  Acts 19:1–8 / Jn 

16:29–33  

Tuesday, St. Philip Neri:  Acts 20:17–27 / Jn 17:1

–11a  

Wednesday, Easter Weekday:  Acts 20:28–38 / 

Jn 17:11b–19 

Thursday, Easter Weekday: Acts 22:30; 23:6–

11 / Jn 17:20–26  

Friday, Easter Weekday:  Acts 25:13b–21 / Jn 

21:15–19  

Saturday, Easter Weekday:  Acts 28:16–20, 30–

31 / Jn 21:20–25 

 

Next week is Pentecost Sunday. �

�

In preparation for this extraordinary 

feast, how should we prepare ourselves ?�

� God wants to stir up inside us the 

graces of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Which gift do you need to receive? Here is a 

review of them. Prayerfully consider which 

gifts you need at this time in your life.�

�

Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit:�

�

Fear of the Lord: With this gift the 

Christian becomes keenly aware of any-

thing that may hurt his/her relationship 

with God.� There is a holy “fear” of hurting 

this relationship and grace is given to 

avoid these things at all cost.�

�

Wisdom: With this gift the Christian is 

given a special grace to “ponder divine re-

alities” in his/her speculative reason.� We 

are able to see the big picture and know 

how best to be an instrument of peace and 

harmony in our world.�

�

Understanding: This is the ability to 

have a supernatural assurance of the mat-

ters of faith.� Life makes sense.� We can 

make sense of the deeper parts of revela-

tion, make sense of suffering and under-

stand those things that tempt us to 

doubt.� With this gift we come to see how 

everything in life can work for good in ac-

cordance with God’s plan.�

�

Knowledge:� With this gift the Christian 

knows, more in the practical intellect, 

what God’s will is in this or that situa-

tion.� We know how to live, how to discern 

God’s will and what decision to make in 

our daily life.� It also enables us to learn 

from our past mistakes.�

�

Counsel:�With this gift the Christian sees 

him/herself as a link in a chain which 

makes up the entire Church. God uses�

�

each one of us to help and support one an-

other on our journey.� We know what to say 

and how to act so as to do our part to build 

up one another.�

�

Fortitude: Simply put, it is a firmness of 

mind and spirit to do good and avoid 

evil.� It’s a sort of Christian courage.� The 

Gospel will call all of us to a radical life of 

love.� Fortitude gives us the strength we 

need to follow through.�

�

Piety:� This gift enables us to first rever-

ence and love God, but also to see the digni-

ty of one another and reverence each other 

as children of God.�
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER�

Truth Revealed�

�

� � � � By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC �

�

� �

� Pinturicchio’s wall painting, Ascension, is 

found in the apartments of Pope Alexander VI Borgia 

and was painted around the same time as one of Co-

lumbus’ voyages to America: 1492. When the Alexan-

der died in 1503, these rooms were shut and not 

opened again until 1889. How could such artistic treas-

ures have been locked up and forgotten for 400 years? �

�

� The same thing can happen with the feast of the 

Ascension. We don’t always give it much thought. Its 

powerful beauty is locked away, collecting dust.�

�

� The great truth revealed today is that Jesus is in 

heaven, in bodily form, seated at the right hand of the 

Father and watching over us all. From there he inter-

cedes for us; from there he sends us on mission. �

�

� What are we to do with this truth? Treat it like 

a myth or an ancient story? Just stare at the sky and 

wonder like the apostles? No, we are to get busy build-

ing God’s kingdom. His kingdom will not happen au-

tomatically. He calls us to be his witnesses until the 

end of the earth. We cannot sit by and let our politics, 

our schools, our churches, and our arts evolve unguid-

ed by the gospel. We are called to roll up our sleeves 

and get involved. “Go, therefore, and make disciples of 

all nations…” (Matthew 28:19). Remember the good 

administrator who was left some talents. His master 

went away only to eventually return asking for a ren-

dering. Jesus has left only to return again. Until then, 

it’s time to build his kingdom. +�

�

�

WE ARE TO GET BUSY BUILDING 

GOD’S KINGDOM.  HIS KING-

DOM  WILL NOT HAPPEN AUTO-

MATICALLY. 

The Ascension, the elevation of Christ into 

heaven by His own power in presence of His dis-

ciples the fortieth day after His Resurrection. It is 

narrated in St. Mark, xvi, 19, St. Luke, xxiv, 51, 

and in the first chapter of the Acts of the Apos-

tles.�

� Although the place of the Ascension is not 

distinctly stated, it would appear from the Acts 

that it was Mount Olivet, since after the Ascen-

sion the disciples are described as returning to Je-

rusalem from the mount that is called Olivet, 

which is nigh Jerusalem, within a Sabbath day’s 

journey. Tradition has consecrated this site as the 

Mount of Ascension and Christian piety has me-

morialized the event by erecting over the site a 

basilica.�

� St. Helena built the first memorial, which 

was destroyed by the Persians in 614, rebuilt in 

the eighth century, to be destroyed again, but re-

built a second time by the crusaders. This the Mo-

hammedans also destroyed, leaving only the oc-

tagonal structure which encloses the stone said to 

bear the imprint of the feet of Christ, that is now 

used as an oratory.�

� Not only is the fact of the Ascension relat-

ed in the passages of Scripture cited above, but it 

is also elsewhere predicted and spoken of as an 

established fact. Thus, in St. John, vi, 63, Christ 

asks the Jews: “If then you shall see the Son of 

Man ascend up where He was before?” and xx, 

17, He says to Mary Magdalen:� “Do not touch 

Me, for I am not yet ascended to My Father, but 

go to My brethren, and say to them: I ascend to 

My Father and to your Father, to My God and to 

your God.” Again, in Ephesians, iv, 8�10, and I 

Timothy, iii, 16, the Ascension of Christ is spo-

ken of as an accepted fact.�

� The language used by the Evangelists to 

describe the Ascension must be interpreted ac-

cording to usage. To say that He was taken up, or 

that He ascended, does not necessarily imply that 

they locate heaven directly above the earth; no 

more than the words “sitteth on the right hand of 

God” mean that this is His actual posture. In dis-

appearing from their view “He was raised up and 

a cloud received Him out of their sight” (Acts, 1, 

9), and entering into glory He dwells with the Fa-

ther in the honor and power denoted by the Scrip-

ture phrase.�

� � � � JOHN J. WYNNE�
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�

Faith and Finances: Managing Debt� By Phil Lenahan �

�

� There’s a link between our faith and how we handle money. Examining this link begins with consider-

ing what really matters. Money touches many aspects of life�family, work, and our faith. Are your financial 

goals determined by our culture, with its emphasis on having? Or are they based on the principles of Scripture 

and the Catholic faith, which emphasize being? �

� I remember my dad sharing stories of the Great Depression. He spoke of families setting spending pri-

orities� because if they didn’t, there wouldn’t be enough for basic needs. Now we’re taught by our consumer 

culture to buy all we want, when we want, without concern for repayment. If we don’t have money today…

well, that’s what credit cards and home�equity loans are for, right? �

�

� � � � � The Financial Drug �

�

� Debt has become a financial drug, creating dependencies for millions of Americans. There is no doubt 

that the misuse of debt played a major role in recent economic crises. Some statistics:�

�  �Seven of ten of households with credit cards don’t pay the full balance every month.�

�  �The average household carries a credit card balance of $8,000.�

� �About eight of every ten undergraduates have credit cards, averaging $2,200 in credit card debt. �

� Does Catholic teaching give insight into debt? People are often surprised to find that Scripture and oth-

er Church writings have much to say about finances. “The borrower is the slave of the lender” (Proverbs 22:7). �

�

� � � � Productive, Unproductive Debt �

�

� It makes sense to borrow when debt is used prudently to buy assets that increase in value. That’s pro-

ductive debt. For debt to be used productively, there must be guards to limit excessive borrowing. Borrowers 

must have a financial cushion to manage debt during crises. �

� Some types of debts are unproductive. Unproductive debt is used to purchase depreciating assets, those 

that decline in value. The most common example is credit card purchases that aren’t paid off each month. 

Americans would do well to eliminate their unproductive debt and develop a more cautious attitude even when 

using productive debt. �

� � � � Eliminating Unproductive Debt �

�

� Straightforward steps can be taken to eliminate unproductive debt rapidly. Once you’ve committed to 

becoming free of debt, your first step is to prepare a financial plan. Jesus says, “Which of you wishing to con-

struct a tower does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if there is enough for its completion?” (Luke 

14:28�29). Your plan should include a balance sheet, debt summary, an annual budget, and strategies for sav-

ings and paying down debt. �

� � � � Accelerating Payments �

�

� Many with unproductive debt pay the minimum required balance. This strategy will keep you in debt 

forever. Instead, I recommend an aggressive approach that will eliminate unproductive debts in short order. 

This requires changing spending habits and perhaps temporarily taking a second job. But by increasing the 

amount of money allocated to debt repayment, you can be debt�free quickly. Our financial priorities have rami-

fications for our families and faith. Becoming financially free is foremost a function of fulfilling our call as 

stewards of God’s providence. We must grow to understand God’s principles for managing money and apply 

them. +�

�

�

Risen Lord, you share with us  the mission of God. Help me to use my gifts and 

talents  to do God’s work. �From Hopeful Meditations for Every of Easter Through Pentecost, Rev. Warren J. Sav-

age and Mary Ann McSweeny�
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER�

The Origin of Novena�

�

�

� Succinctly, a novena is a nine�day period of private or public prayer to obtain special graces, to implore 

special favors, or make special petitions.� (Novena is derived from the Latin novem, meaning nine.)� �

As the definition suggests, the novena has always had more of a sense of urgency and neediness. In our liturgical 

usage, the novena differs from an octave which has a more festive character, and either precedes or follows an 

important feast.� For example, in our Church calendar we celebrate the Octave before Christmas, where the recita-

tion of the “O” Antiphons during vespers help us prepare for the birth of our Savior, e.g. “O Sacred Lord” or “O 

Flower of Jesse’s stem.”� We also celebrate the Octaves of Christmas and Easter, which include the feast days 

themselves and the seven days that follow, to highlight the joy of these mysteries. �

�

� The origin of the novena in our Church’s spiritual treasury is hard to pinpoint.� The Old Testament does 

not indicate any nine�days celebration among the Jewish people.� On the other hand, in the New Testament at the 

Ascension scene, our Lord gives the apostles the Great Commission, and then tells them to return to Jerusalem 

and to await the coming of the Holy Spirit.� Acts of the Apostles recounts, “After that they returned to Jerusalem 

from the mount called Olivet near Jerusalem� a mere Sabbath’s journey away.� Together they devoted themselves 

to constant prayer” (Acts 1:12,14).� Nine days later, the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles at Pente-

cost.� Perhaps, this “nine�day period of prayer” of the apostles is the basis for the novena. �

�

� Long before Christianity, the ancient Romans celebrated nine days of prayers for various reasons.� The 

author Livy recorded how nine days of prayers were celebrated at Mount Alban to avert some evil or wrath of the 

gods as predicted by the soothsayers.� Similarly, nine days of prayers were offered when some “wonder” had been 

predicted.� Families also held a nine�day mourning period upon the death of a loved one with a special feast after 

the burial on the ninth day.� �

�

� The Romans also celebrated theparentalia novendialia, a yearly novena (February 13�22) remembering all 

departed family members.� Since novenas were already part of Roman culture, it is possible that Christianity 

“baptized” this pagan practice. Whatever the exact origins may be, the early Christians did have a nine�day 

mourning period upon the death of a loved one.� Eventually, a novena of Masses for the repose of the soul was 

offered.� �

�

� To this day, there is the novendialia or Pope’s Novena, observed upon the death of the Holy Father.� Simi-

larly, many parishes have novenas beginning on All Souls Day to pray for the faithful departed. In the Middle Ag-

es, particularly in Spain and France, novenas of prayers were offered nine days before Christmas, signifying the 9 

months our Lord spent in the womb of our blessed Mother.� �

� These special novenas helped the faithful prepare for the festive, yet solemn, celebration of the birth of our 

Lord.� Eventually, various novenas were composed to help the faithful prepare for a special feast or to invoke the 

aid of a saint for a particular reason.� Some of the popular novenas still widely used in our Church include those 

of the Miraculous Medal, Sacred Heart of Jesus, St. Joseph, and St. Jude, to name a few. It is difficult to say why 

we do not find novenas as much a part of public worship now as before Vatican II.� �

� I remember asking this question to an elderly priest, who basically said that he remembered people who 

would skip Mass yet attend the weekly novena.� As Catholics, the primary focus of our spirituality and public 

worship should be the Holy Eucharist and the Mass.� With the advent of the liturgical renewal and the increased 

participation of the congregation at Mass, perhaps this is why novenas fell by the wayside. Also, some people I 

think have hurt the cause of novenas because of superstition.� In every parish I have been assigned, I have found 

copies of a St. Jude novena which basically states that if a person goes to Church for nine days and leaves a copy 

of the novena to St. Jude, then the prayer will be granted� sort of like a spiritual chain letter.� This is dispensing 

machine Catholicism:� just as a person puts the coin in the vending machine and presses the button to get the de-

sired soda, here a person says the prayers, goes to church, and is supposedly guaranteed that the request will be 

granted.� So much for God’s will.� What is really sad these days is that the person simply Xeroxes the letter; one  �
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Let us remember�

�

For the wife who lost her husband�

For the husband who lost his wife�

For the mother and father who lost their child�

For the child who lost a parent�

Dear Lord please remind us to be grateful�

To never take our Freedom for granted�

And Dear Lord, Please bless and thank for me�

All those men and women who have been called to 

serve, and to those who have given their lives�

Please dear Lord, allow me always to remember�

�

Amen�

�

would think they could at least hand�write it.� Worse yet, I usually have to pick up these letters which are left all 

over the Church. �

�

� Nevertheless, novenas still hold a legitimate place in our Catholic spirituality.� The Enchiridion of Indul-

gences notes, “A partial indulgence is granted to the faithful, who devoutly take part in the pious exercise of a 

public novena before the feast of Christmas or Pentecost or the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary” (#34).� Here the Church is again emphasizing that the novena is a pious, spiritual exercise to bolster the 

faith of the individual, and that the individual should be truly devout, always remembering the goodness of the 

Lord who answers all of our prayers according to His divine will. �

Source:�http://catholicstraightanswers.com/what�is�a�novena/�

�

On the lighter side:�
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MARY ANN 
SNELL

Attorney At Law
 • Wills
 • Trusts
 • Estates
 • Elder Law
 • Life Care Planning

Suite 201
4510 Bath Pike

Bethlehem
610.867.4855

SCHISLER
FUNERAL HOME INC.

Serving Parish for 90 years
Arthur R. Schisler, Supervisor

Fannie A. Schisler, F.D.
Aaron A. Schisler, F.D.
Harold C. Schisler, F.D.

610-262-2727 
schislerfuneralhomes.com

1214 Main St Northampton  
610-262-3501 

bobsflowershop.com

Designing Quality & Freshness 
for over 75 years

Wedding, Special Event and 
Funeral Specialists

Flowers for Every Day Occasions

$10 Bob’s Cash To Shop 
With this coupon!

Foster Jewelers
For All Your Jewelry Needs
All Jewelry Repaired on Premises

Specializing in Diamond
Engagement Rings

www.fosterjeweler.com
1859 Main Street, Northampton

610-262-4068
WE BUY GOLD

James E. Geosits, CFM
Financial Advisor
610-320-5459
800-723-9120

LAW OFFICE OF
STECKEL AND STOPP, LLC

Estate Planning • Elder Law
Estate Administration
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STEPHEN A. STRACK, ESQUIRE
2152 Main Street, Northampton

610-262-7857

Reichel Funeral Home

Kevin S. Reichel, Owner/Director
326 E. 21st St., Northampton, PA 18067

www.reichelfuneralhome.com
Office: 610-261-0440 • Fax: 610-261-0140

Myster Tree and Shrub Service
The area’s only ISA Board Certified Master Arborist
Specializing in restoring & maintaining the
health, beauty & value of landscape trees
•  Structural, directional & maintenance pruning
•  Root problem diagnosis & mitigation
•  Pest & disease diagnosis & treatment
•  Hazard tree evaluations & mitigation
•  Tree & Stump Removal (Consultations)
Glenn A. Myster | www.mystertree.com | PD0288B | Fully Insured

 (610) 262-4150

LAWN MAINTENANCE
CONSTRUCTION
MILLWORK
SNOW REMOVAL
NOW HIRING Full & Part Time
FLEXIBLE HOURS:
WE WILL WORK AROUND
YOUR SPORTS AND
RETIREMENT
COMMITMENTS. 

Call or Text
(484) 239-0000
www.atlascustomservices.com

Thank You
- Mark Milisits

N&B COAL 
COMPANY INC.
Serving The Lehigh Valley

610-262-4686
106 W. Laubach Ave.

Northampton, PA 18067

Where friendships begin, memories are made  
& dancing is fun!

610-261-1168 • www.suealbertsdance.com
256 Race St., Suite 200. Catasauqua

•  Celebrating 25 years serving 
the local communities

• Ages 3 to Adult
•  Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Pointe, 

Modern, Hip-Hop,  
Musical Theater & Acro

•  Recreational & Competitive 
Classes

 Frank W. 
 Yandrisevits

Attorney At Law
24 West 21st Street

Northampton, PA 18067

(610) 262-9377

610-262-4566 
Rte 329 & Savage Road, Northampton
HOURS: MON-FRI 7-7 • SAT 7-4 • CLOSED SUNDAY

Toro • Stihl • Yeti • Big Green Egg 
Traeger • Weber

Memorials •  Monuments
Markers

NORTHAMPTON
MEMORIAL CO.

Ben Porobenski
342 Main St., Northampton

610-262-5568
www.northamptonmemorial.com

In-network with most PPO plans
3258 Cherryville Rd 

Northampton, PA 18067

610-262-1556
lehighvalleydentalsolutions.com
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