May 12, 2019
Fourth Sunday of Easter
AN EASTER REFLECTION – WITH OPEN HANDS
Many of us are “hands on” people. We are people who like to have some
kind of connection with the situations in our lives. We want the projects that we
offer our service for to respond to people’s needs in the best way possible. If
someone we know or someone we love requires our support, we want to offer
it a full and complete way. When we make a commitment, we don’t just stand
on the sidelines, we get involved to the best of our capacity.
Paul and Barnabas are “hands on” disciples in their speaking out to the
crowds about the word of God. They recognize the significance of being faithful
to the graces of God, but they are also aware “being faithful” is not enough.
Followers of Jesus ought to boldly proclaim how Jesus is acting in the world to
bring about mercy, peace and joy. This assertion of the good news is not only
for those who have been nurtured in a particular life of faith, but for everyone
in whom Jesus’ light shines. Such boldness leads Paul and Barnabas to be
thrown out of town. As they shake away the jealousy, manipulation and empty
promises of those who are stirring up all this negativity, they move on to be joy
-filled instruments of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

MASS SCHEDULE
Nativity of Our Lord Church
633 Orchard Street, Scranton
Holy Name of Jesus Church
1414 E. Elm Street, Scranton

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil 4:30 p.m.
Sunday
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

Nativity
Holy Name
Nativity
Nativity-Spanish

Weekday Mass Schedule
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

12:10 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Nativity-Novena
Holy Name
Holy Name
Nativity
Holy Name

Holy Day Mass Schedule
Holy Day Vigil 5:30 p.m. Holy Name
Holy Day
5:30 p.m. Nativity
7:00 p.m. Nativity-Spanish

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:30-4:00 p.m. Nativity Lower
Church. Anytime by appointment

These hands are the same hands which Jesus speaks of in John’s Gospel
– God’s hands, whom Jesus calls Father. Jesus is also a “hands on” person, not
only in his compassionate involvement with the sick, the dying, the starving,
and the sinful, but also in his crediting God alone as the source of his voice and
his actions. Jesus isn’t looking for any thrones or temples to place his hands.
These are left to others. But he too boldly wants those others who have the
power and the prestige, to use their hands, their strengths, to keep others from
perishing. The “Father” who Jesus names, holds all of us as one.
We as a parish are a
part of this great multitude of
every nation, race, people and
tongue. Our many hands of
many sizes make the brown
bag lunches and provide the
needed donations to feed the homeless hands that live in our neighborhoods.
Our many hands prepared the 46 hands who received their first supper with
Jesus last Sunday, by teaching the word of God, showing them how to open
their hands and hearts to Jesus, and dressing them up in their very best even if
their shoes got untied or their ties fell to their waists. Our weathered hands
greet new and familiar friends each month, as they come together to share
hospitality, laughter and faith. Our generous hands gather food, clothing, and
many other items which the poor, and tiny, and elderly, and forgotten hands of
our society often cannot supply for those whom they provide and seek loving
care. Our prayerful hands remember each week those hands struggling with
debilitating disease and cancerous wounds, those hands caught in addictive
behaviors, those hands feeling the loneliness and lowliness of life and those
hands who simply need a smiling face and a hand of peace to give them hope
and place the Body of Christ into their hands. This is how God and we are one.
This is how we are to follow Jesus with open hands. This is the eternal life that
the Risen Jesus places in our hands.
Fr. Michael

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Monday 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Tuesday 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.,
Wednesday 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m., Friday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. CLOSED ON THURSDAY
633 Orchard Street, Scranton PA 18505 (570) 344-6159 Fax: (570) 207-4932 E-mail address: office@stjnparish.org Website: stjnparish.org
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Fourth Sunday of Easter

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We the people of St. John Neumann Parish see the Eucharist as source and summit of our joyful faith. Our
united purpose is building a deeper spirituality through
loving neighbor and witnessing the Gospel to the world.

WELCOME

Your presence is an encouragement to our
parish community. It is our hope that you have experienced the joy of our Eucharistic Celebration and that you
feel welcome with a desire to join us again. If you are new
to the community and wish to join our parish, call the parish office at 344-6159.

BIENVENIDOS Su presencia es un gran animo hacia
nuestra comunidad de la parroquia. Es nuestra esperanza
de que hayan gozado la experiencia de nuestra Celebración Eucarística y que se sientan bienvenidos con el deseo
de unirse a nosotros otra vez. Si usted es nuevo en la comunidad y desea unirse a nuestra parroquia contacte la
oficina al numero 344-6159.
MASS INTENTIONS
Monday
at Nativity
Tuesday
at Holy Name
Wednesday
at Holy Name
Thursday
at Nativity
Friday
at Holy Name
Saturday
at Nativity
Sunday
at Holy Name
Sunday
at Nativity
Sunday
at Nativity

Week of: May 13-19

12:10 p.m. Mr. & Mrs. Cyril Lynott
By Family
8:00 a.m. Frank Walsh
By Jemille & Kevin Kearney,Sr.
8:00 a.m. Betty Louise Strauser
By Maggie & Hank Zaleski
8:00 a.m. Miriam Smith
By Family
8:00 a.m. Patrick Murphy
By Amy & Greg Guziewicz
4:30 p.m. Patricia Girgenti
By Martin & Mary Zelsnack
8:30 a.m. Walter Cavanaugh
By Pat & Jim Wintermantel
10:00 a.m. Joseph Serra
By Family
12:30 p.m. People of the Parish
Spanish
By the Parish

The Sanctuary Candle will be burning in
reverence and petition this week at Nativity
in loving memory of Jule & John Igoe
Requested by Sean Igoe
The Sanctuary Candle will be burning in
reverence and petition this week at Holy Name
in loving memory of Betty Louise Strauser
Requested by Ellen & Alex Eiden
The Altar Bread & Wine at Holy Name
were donated this week in memory of
Thomas Riedmiller
Requested by Yvonne Rafferty

PENTECOST DECORATING
We are creating decorative hoops to be used for Pentecost and Confirmation Liturgies. This process involves
the use of glue guns and folding of tissue paper flowers. We are looking for teens and adults to help with
this project. If you can offer time to help, please call
Sister Suzie 570-344-6159 ext.161.

CANTORS
Cantor practices continue to be held on Tuesday evenings 6:30 p.m., upper church. Cantors are needed for
ALL weekend Liturgies. Call Ryan Caviston at: 570-7025926 if you have any questions.

LITURGICAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Please take time to sign up to be a minister at one of
the parish masses. The red sign-up binders are located
on the piano in each church. Sign-up sheets are now
set up for the months of May, June and July. If you are
not a minister but would like to become a Eucharistic
Minister, Lector or Altar Server, see one of the ministry
team members we would love to add you to our team!
GRADUATES!! A Mass to honor YOU is June 9.
If you are a rising graduate (high school or college) or if
you have a son or daughter reaching one of these milestones, then we want to celebrate with you! Our parish
mass to honor our graduates is 10:00 a.m., Sunday,
June 9. Invitation letters were mailed to high school
seniors May 4. It is very important to RSVP/Regrets
so we can plan accordingly. If you are graduating
and did not receive an invitation, please call the parish
office so we can include you! Our prayers are with all
those graduating and beginning a new life journey.

MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Michael Bryant, Pastor
Rev. Ryan Glenn, Assoc. Pastor
Deacon Albert Giacometti
Sr. Susan Armbruster, IHM

EMAIL ADDRESS
mbryant@stjnparish.org
rglenn@stjnparish.org
albgia@msn.com
sarmbrusterihm@gmail.com

WORD

COMMUNITY
WOMEN OF FAITH - TEA AND PRAYER

FAITH FORMATION
— Ready, Set, Grow!
FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE
5-15: Catechist Gathering 5:30-7:00 p.m.
6-02: First Eucharist RCIT 10:00 a.m.
6-02: Confirmation Practice candidates 5:00-7:00 p.m.
6-02: Confirmation Practice with Sponsors
6:30-7:00 p.m.
6-08: Confirmation 4:30 p.m. Parish Mass
FIRST EUCHARIST BANNERS
Parents of students in EP2 and RCIC2 classes, please
remember to pick up banners TODAY after all Masses.
Banners will be kept in back of church until June 1.
Don’t miss out on this special keepsake of your child’s
special day.

FIRST EUCHARIST PICTURES
Pre-ordered picture packages are anticipated to be
available in early June. Please watch bulletin for pick-up
dates. For those who took pictures after First Communion mass, we would love for you to share your photos
with us! Pictures can be emailed to: sarmbrusterihm@gmail.com or text photos to: 252-670-7906.

FIRST EUCHARIST RCIT
The students in our RCIT Class will be receiving First
Eucharist on Sunday, June 2 at our 10:00 a.m.
Mass. Please hold these students in prayer as we welcome them to the Eucharistic table with us!

CONFIRMATION
Our parish will be celebrating Confirmation on Pentecost weekend. As a parish community let us pray that
our young teens will be blessed with the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. Confirmation is Saturday, June 8 at our
4:30 p.m. Mass. Continue to hold all of our young
teens in prayer.

CONFIRMATION PRACTICE
There is ONE REQUIRED practice for Confirmation.
Practice is Sunday, June 2, 5:00-7:00 p.m. Sponsor
or a parent is required to join the practice from 6:307:00 p.m. Practice will be held in the upper church.

REGISTRATION FOR FAITH FORMATION
Registration for the 2019-2020 year will be held in June
this year. This will help us in purchasing materials at a
discount price. Please watch the bulletin for specific
dates in early June. ALL registered STJN parish children
are expected to participate in the parish Faith Formation program unless they attend a Catholic school.
Questions? Call Sr. Suzie: 344-6159 ext. 161.

Join us for a cup of tea and together let us share faith
and good conversation. We gather on the 3rd Wednesday of the month 12:30-1:30 p.m. in the rectory dining
room. This is a great opportunity to join other women
who desire to grow in faith and get to know one another. For more information, contact Sister Suzie. Our next
gathering is Wednesday, May 15.

LUNCH TOGETHER - SENIOR LUNCHEONS
Looking for an opportunity to go out to lunch? Then
join US! Every 2nd Wednesday of the month we enjoy
lunching together. We dine at a different restaurant
each month and enjoy good food and good company. If
you are 55+, male or female, then this is for you!!

OTHER COMMUNITY NEWS:
May 13: Evening of Marian Devotion
— St. Mary of Mount Carmel, Dunmore — 6:00 p.m.
May 17: Spring Catholic Choral Society Concert
— Holy Rosary Church, Scranton — 7:30 p.m.
The Little Sisters of the Poor are seeking support to
beautify their cemetery. Your $20 gift will provide them
with the means to create a simple flower arrangement
to place at the foot of each final resting place of a devoted Little Sister. Donations can be made at Holy Family Residence, 2500 Adams Avenue, Scranton.

REMEMBERING OUR PARISH
We are most grateful to our Parish families who have
decided to designate St. John Neumann the recipient
for memorial donations of deceased loved ones. There
are many ways to memorialize or pay tribute in the way
of a bequest. Some benefactors choose to name St.
John Neumann in their Will or Trust as a recipient.
Leaving your legacy gift to our Parish serves to ensure
future growth and stability in sustaining our STJN
churches for years to come. Thank you.

FAITH QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Adults: Whom do you try to protect as Christ
protects you?
Kids: Who helps you feel safe and protected?
Whom can you take care of and help feel safe?

Please refrain from parking in the private parking area
behind the church - between the school and convent.
We appreciate your cooperation.

SERVICE — STJN
Brown Bag Ministry continues to grow! THANK YOU
to everyone who has donated food items, funds, time
and energy to make this new ministry such a success.
In addition to making lunches, this is a great way to
connect with other parishioners in a social way. Join us
the 1st Sunday of each month, 11:30 a.m. in the auditorium to make lunches, sip a cup of coffee or enjoy a
donut! Check out the sign-up sheets located in the
back of church to see what is needed or call Carl and
Trish Kmiec at 570-961-1555 if you have any questions.
Community Garden Spring is here and it is time to
prepare our STJN garden. Our garden will be a small
“flower cutting” garden that our families (young and not
so young) can help maintain and provide small cut flower bouquets with parishioners. Gardening will take
place on Sunday mornings between the 10:00 a.m. and
12:30 p.m. masses. While gardening, we plan to make
this one of our “hospitality” happenings sharing a glass
of lemonade as well. If this interests you, contact Sister
Suzie 570-344-6159 ext. 161. The plan is to make this
a raised bed. We are looking for donations of a raised
garden bed, good soil, seeds/plants of cutting flowers
and herbs, LONG gardening hoses, and some folks
wanting a new earth friendly adventure.
Step Up to the Plate is one of our parish outreach
ministries which provides a meal on the 3rd Saturday of
every month to those at C.I.C. Consider signing up to
provide something towards this meal. Sign-up boards
are in the back of both churches. For information, contact our parish coordinators: Ann Talerico 570-614-3633
or Teri Millard 570-430-1690. THANK YOU to those
who continually help with this ministry.
Feeding Others First Communions, Confirmations,
Mother’s Day, Graduations, Family Reunions are all
great times to gather and celebrate and most times
there is plenty to eat and plenty left. Keep in mind
those who would welcome you donating extra food.
CIC provides shelter and food to the homeless in our
area. Food can be delivered to: 445 N. 6th Avenue. The
center is open daily 8-6pm, call 570-342-4298.
Hands of Hope - Prayer Shawl Ministry
If you crochet or knit, we are in need of “prayer
shawls” i.e. lap blankets. We can provide yarn (given by
a generous donor). Prayer shawls are truly gifts from
the heart to the heart of the receiver. If you can help,
please contact Sister Suzie 570-344-6159 ext. 161.
2nd Sunday “Food” Sunday The food pantry is in
need of non-perishable food items such as: beans, rice,
pasta, sauce, canned meats, vegetables, cereal and
other staples. Items can be dropped off any time to the
parish office or the baskets located at church entrances
or on 2nd Sunday Food Sunday. All donations are greatly
appreciated.

STEWARDSHIP
INCOME / EXPENSE REPORT
Tithe
Loose
Other
Total

April 28, 2019
$ 7,621.00
$
702.70
$ 9,818.99*
$ 18,142.69

April 29, 2018
$ 5,173.00
$
580.69
$ 1,384.31
$ 7,138.17

One Body.
Many Gifts.

*includes bingo income of $6,858.00

April 22-28 Expenses paid from general acct.= $17,682.64

PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
AT ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH:
Part-Time Maintenance Person Wanted:
Routine maintenance and janitorial services for parish
buildings and grounds. Nativity and Holy Name properties. 20-25 hours per week. Weekdays and Saturday
mornings required.
Part-Time Cleaning Person Wanted:
Routine cleaning of Nativity Church and
Convent building. 10-15 hours per week.
Part-Time Secretary Wanted:
Answer phones, greet people at the door, use Word/
Excel, enter information into our Parish Data System,
and other assorted clerical duties. 8-10 hours per week.
(Mondays and Tuesdays).
Volunteer Opportunity:
We are also looking for dedicated volunteers to help out with office work 2 to 4
hours per month (at home or in office).

BINGO EXTRAVAGANZA IT WAS!!!
We would like to thank all sponsors, donors, attendees
and volunteers for a job well done! Great team work!
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,550.00
270.00
2,440.00
880.00
300.00
377.00
4,441.00
10,258.00
- 700.00

$ 9,558.00

Sponsors
Other Donations
Reservations
Baskets
50/50
Food Sales
Tickets & Specials
TOTAL INCOME
Paid out for Cash Prizes
NET PROFIT

We would like to thank
www.parishstore.com
for sponsoring an ad in our bulletin.
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LEADERSHIP

Bishop’s Youth Awards Mass
The following parishioners were honored this past
week at the Diocesan Bishop’s Youth Awards Mass:
Grade 8 students, nominated by the parish:
Aidan Casey
Kimberly Gallardo
Brenda Olmedo
Noah Saar
Ayden Talarico
Aida Tenezaca
Pia Stivala (nominated from All Saint’s Academy)

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Grade 12 students, nominated by parish:
Victoria Barbosa
Abigail Huegel
Robert Lolli
Enrique Olmedo
Abigail Walsh
These students will be recognized in the
Parish on June 9th at our 10:00 a.m. Mass.

SATURDAY,
JUNE 22, 2019
& PARISH FUNDRAISER

9:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M.
Rain or
Shine!
It’s indoors!

… and make some money!!!

St. John Neumann Parish will hold an Indoor Yard Sale in the gym.
You are invited to reserve a table to sell your items and keep your profits!
Registration is $10 per table - includes advertising & table.
You bring the items you would like to sell (no weapons, animals, alcohol or food). Whatever items you don’t sell,
you must remove from the building, or you may box them up and donate items to the Festival White Elephant
Sale- as long as they fit into our guidelines: no clothes, no electronics, etc. See complete exclusion list.

Call now to reserve a table & sell that stuff!
Space is limited... Call today 570-344-6159!

Andrew
Brown’s
DRUG STORE

Mon to Fri 9AM - 8PM
Sat 9AM - 6PM Sun 9AM - 12:30PM

Phone 346-7319
1502 Pittston Avenue

Linda Sebastian Frantz, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine

963-0977
Bryan J. Frantz, D.M.D., M.S.
Board Certified Periodontics
and Dental Implants

344-3344
Frantz Professional Building
1039 O’Neill Highway
Dunmore, PA 18512

Mike Burke
WALSH
Plumbing,
SHEET METAL, INC.
Heating &
Architectural and Mechanical Design
AC-Heating-Ventilation-Ornamental
Drain Cleaning Rear
818 Meadow Ave., Scranton, PA
Phone: 570-346-4187

Tel. 344-3495 • Fax 344-3374

• Business Printing •
• Commercial Printing •
• Color Printing •
• Digital Color Copies •
• Direct Mail •

Scranton, PA - 570-344-8980

OLESKI
ELECTRIC

Neil W. Regan Funeral Home
(570) 343-6416
1900 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania 18505

Call for Details on the Advantages
of Pre-Planned Funerals...
Before the Need Arises

Commercial &
Residential

489-8750

NEIL W. REGAN Funeral Director - Supervisor
BRENDAN PATRICK REGAN Funeral Director
BARBARA REGAN-CHILLEMI Funeral Director

Reg. #PA044576

TURI STUDIO OF
DANCE
1428 Pittston Ave.,
Scranton, PA 18505
Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
HipHop • Ballroom • Flamenco
Ages 3 to adult
Call Steve at (570) 561-5858 for info!

Saint John Neumann Parish
stjnparish.weshareonline.org

Nicholas Chomko Funeral Home
Traditional & Cremation Services

570-347-6120

1132 Prospect Avenue, Scranton, PA
PRE-NEED PLANNING AVAILABLE
Drew Chomko Gondella - Funeral Director
Deserae Gondella Malone - Funeral Director

¿Ayuda de
inmigración?
570-507-2971

Abogados...en tu idioma

DANIELLE M. ROSS, ESQUIRE

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today!
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453

Contactáme ..... ¡Puedo ayudar!
• Inmigración • Criminal • Accidentes de Auto
• Proceso de Deportación • Divorcio / Custodia • Lesiones de Trabajo
• Formas de lnmigración • Adopciones • Testamentos
Oficina: 240 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 1850

August A. Haas, Supervisor

Traditional Funerals • Prearranged Funerals • Cremation Services

August J. Haas Funeral Home, Inc.
202-204 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505 • Off - Street Parking • Phone 570-343-4064 • www.augusthaasfuneralhome.com
Casket Display Room • Handicapped Accessible
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. John Neumann, Scranton, PA

04-0680

