September 8, 2019
633 Orchard Street, Scranton PA 18505

AN ORDINARY REFLECTION – TRAVELING

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

WITH JESUS

Sometimes it seems easy to figure out what God wants of us and needs us to be. But other times knowing God’s intent in
our lives is somewhat tenuous. We become timid and unsure about our own potentials and gifts. We are burdened by many
things and weighed down by lots of concerns about life, our families and our mixed-up world. We think the answers to issues
around us are within our grasp, then something happens and finding the solution is quite difficult. The book of Wisdom encourages us to seek “God’s counsel” in order to realize the wisdom we need and the spirit that leads us to a higher ground and
a straighter path of living.
We often get examples of this from St. Paul in his letters. In this weekend’s scripture, Paul admits he is an old man. There’s
a counsel that might help me more! Not to face my limits, but to redefine what is key in life at this age and time. Paul then
offers us a personal picture of his life and how God’s counsel is guiding this moment in his life. He is imprisoned and a slave.
Onesimus, who shares his cell, has been taking care of him. In the course of this care-giving, Paul, as is often the case, has
become the caregiver of Onesimus’ soul. They have become brothers in Christ and together they have imparted baptismal
wisdom into each other’s spirits.

MASS SCHEDULE
Nativity of Our Lord Church
633 Orchard Street, Scranton
Holy Name of Jesus Church
1414 E. Elm Street, Scranton

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil 4:30 p.m. Nativity
Sunday
8:30 a.m. Holy Name
10:00 a.m. Nativity
12:30 p.m. Nativity-Spanish

Weekday Mass Schedule
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

12:10 p.m. Nativity-Novena
8:00 a.m. Holy Name
8:00 a.m. Holy Name
8:00 a.m. Nativity
8:00 a.m. Holy Name

Holy Day Mass Schedule
Holy Day Vigil 5:30 p.m. Holy Name
Holy Day
5:30 p.m. Nativity
7:00 p.m. Nativity-Spanish

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:30-4:00 p.m. Nativity Lower
Church. Anytime by appointment.

There is an additional connection between them, Paul knows who Onesimus’
master, Philemon, is and Paul identifies him to be a man of faith. Onesimus is to be
freed of his slavery and even though Paul would love to have him continue to minister to his needs, he knows that in legal terms Philemon “owns” him and he must
return to him. However, and this is where God’s counsel happens, Paul wants Philemon to see that they now share a common discipleship. They may have a different
status in life, but now they are all partners with Jesus and must live accordingly.
Onesimus is not a possession in Philemon’s family. They bear a connection that is
greater than parenthood or family ties.
None of this means that our obligations and responsibilities are diminished or
ended. In fact, how we show forth our commitments in our loving and just treatment of one another is even more demanding. God’s counsel enables us to finish
the work that has begun in all our relationships. It gives us the power to release
the prisons in which we lock people. It assists us in laying stronger foundations of
support for those who need God’s extra care. It leads us to oppose those troops
who battle in their words and actions against the human dignity that everyone possesses. It enables us to find the peaceable means from within that bring an end to
our wars based on selfishness and self-centeredness.
This is the counsel I, and we as disciples, seek. We know it is God’s counsel if
it leads us to become more loving, more just, more merciful. How it manifests itself
will be different throughout our lives based on circumstances and happenings.
Thus, God’s intentions for me now are different from when I was in my 20’s. The
same virtues and discernment will be required. Yet, how I construct the towers that
lead me to a higher vantage point on life, the battles in which I chose to be entangled and the possessions that I now need to renounce, can be very different. This
is how I live discipleship. This is how I must travel with Jesus.
Fr. Michael

Parish Office Hours: Monday 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Tuesday 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Wednesday 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m., Friday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
(The Parish Office is Closed on Thursdays)
Phone: (570) 344-6159 E-mail address: office@stjnparish.org Website: stjnparish.org

Worship

September 8, 2019

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We the people of St. John Neumann Parish
see the Eucharist as source and summit of
our joyful faith. Our united purpose is
building a deeper spirituality through loving neighbor and witnessing the Gospel to
the world.

WELCOME

Your presence is an encouragement to our
parish community. It is our hope that you have experienced the joy of our Eucharistic Celebration and that you
feel welcome with a desire to join us again. If you are new
to the community and wish to join our parish, call the parish office at 570-344-6159.

BIENVENIDOS Su presencia es un gran animo hacia
nuestra comunidad de la parroquia. Es nuestra esperanza
de que hayan gozado la experiencia de nuestra Celebración Eucarística y que se sientan bienvenidos con el deseo
de unirse a nosotros otra vez. Si usted es nuevo en la comunidad y desea unirse a nuestra parroquia contacte la
oficina al numero 570-344-6159.

PARISH FAMILY MASS Once a month our students
and families are required to attend the 10:00 am Parish
Mass. Students are expected to arrive no later than
9:45 am so as to sign-in with your catechist. These
masses are scheduled on the Faith Formation calendar
so families can plan accordingly.

CANTOR PRACTICES continue Tuesday evenings

September 9-15
Monday
12:10 p.m.
at Nativity
Tuesday
8:00 a.m.
at Holy Name
Wednesday 8:00 a.m.
at Holy Name
Thursday
8:00 a.m.
at Nativity

Patrick Murphy
by Mary Ellen Jordan
Victoria & Stanley Redgel
by The Family
Thomas Simrell
by Jill & Marc DeLappi
Billy Gilday
by Jay & Tim Wolfe and
Trish & Nina Totino
Friday
8:00 a.m. John & Anne Atachunas
at Holy Name
by John Atachunas
Saturday
4:30 p.m. Thomasina Normile
at Nativity
by Martin & Mary Zelsnack
Sunday
8:30 a.m. Trac Pham
at Holy Name
by Thao Pham
Sunday
10:00 a.m. Frances Horton (for Health)
at Nativity
by Toni Lopez
Sunday
12:30 p.m. Estanislao Diaz
at Nativity (Spanish)
by Familia Diaz

MINISTRY TEAM

EMAIL ADDRESS

Rev. Michael Bryant, Pastor
Rev. Ryan Glenn, Assoc. Pastor
Deacon Albert Giacometti
Sr. Susan Armbruster, IHM

mbryant@stjnparish.org
rglenn@stjnparish.org
albgia@msn.com
sarmbrusterihm@gmail.com

6:30 pm, in the upper church. We are excited to see a
new cantor in our midst and would encourage others to
consider joining as well. Cantors are needed for all
weekend Liturgies, come to practice and give it a try.
Call Ryan Caviston at:570-702-5926 with any questions.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER TRAINING If you were
unable to attend the training but would like to serve as
a Eucharistic Minister, please see one of our pastoral
team members. Training for this ministry is open to
those newly Confirmed and older. Twenty-two Eucharistic Ministers are needed each weekend to serve at our
four parish Liturgies.

LECTORS ARE NEEDED! As we begin to re-group
after summer, we are hoping you will consider becoming a Lector. Please see one of our pastoral team members to volunteer. This ministry is open to those newly
Confirmed and older, willing to proclaim the Word of
God and volunteer at least once a month.
ALTAR SERVERS save the date! Sunday, September 22, 11:15 am we will sponsor a new training
and update training for all current servers and those
interested in becoming altar servers. This ministry is
open to all students (girls and boys) grade 3 and above
who have received First Communion. If you are in high
school, a young adult or an adult and would like to
serve, you are most WELCOME as well. In addition to
serving weekend masses, we are in need of servers for
parish funerals. If you would like more information on
serving funerals, please see one of our pastoral team
members.

WORD
FAITH FORMATION

Get Ready, Set and GROW!

9/08:
9/11:
9/15:
9/15:
9/15:
9/18:
9/22:
9/22:
9/22:
9/25:
9/29:

Family Mass 10:00 am ALL STUDENTS
Catechist Mtg. 6:30 pm (lower rectory)
Required Parent/student Mtg. RCIC2, 11:15 am
Required Parent/student Mtg. Grade 6, 5-6 pm
Required Parent/student Mtg. CP1, 6-7 pm
Required Parent Mtg.Grades K, EP1, EP2, 3, 4, 5,
5:30 pm
Classes: RCIC2, RCIT, 11:15-12:30 pm
Classes: Grade 6, CP1, CP2, 5-6 pm
Required Parent/student Mtg. CP2, 6-7 pm
Classes: Grades K-5, 5:30-6:30 pm
Classes: Grade 6, CP1, CP2, 5-6 pm

REQUIRED PARENT MEETINGS: Required parent
meetings are scheduled before classes start. Schedules,
REMIND, requirements and explanations of our Faith
Formation Program will be communicated at these
meetings. At least ONE parent is expected to attend.
Dates and times are listed above, please make these a
priority as we begin a new year.
RCIC2 Classes begin Sunday, September 15, 11:15
am in lower church. Parents are required to attend this
first class with students. Students must have participated in year 1 of this program last year.

RCIT: Rite of Christian Initiation for Teens begins
Sunday, September 22, 11:15-12:30 in the lower
rectory meeting room. This program is geared specifically for students grades 9-12 seeking to receive Sacraments of: Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eucharist
and/or Confirmation. For information, contact Sr. Suzie.

CATECHISTS for 2019! We are still in need of a
few dedicated catechists. We are especially in need
of catechists for grades 4, 5 and 6. Contact Sister Suzie:
344-6159 ext. 161. What is the time commitment?
To prepare weekly class lesson, be committed to teaching each week, attending Whole Family Mass (10:00 am
once a month) as well as Whole Family Faith Gathering.

RITE

OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
“Come and you will see!” Are you considering becoming Catholic? Are you a Catholic interested in being Confirmed? Consider joining us for The Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA). This is an adult exploration
of the Catholic faith through a process of inquiry, catechesis, and initiation. RCIA offers adults a chance to
learn the basics of what it means to be a Catholic, ask
the burning questions and seek ways to be more fully
open to live their faith. We offer adult programs in both
English and Spanish. For more information, contact Fr.
Michael, Sr. Suzie or Fr. Ryan. There will be an Inquiry
session on Monday, September 23, 7:00 pm in the lower rectory meeting room. To RSVP see one of our pastoral team members.

COMMUNITY
LUNCHING TOGETHER is a STJN Social gathering for
senior adults 55+. The 2nd Wednesday of each month
we dine at a local eatery for a delightful lunch and social time. If you are 55+ consider joining us. Our September luncheon will be September 11, 11:30 am at
Sacco’s on Meadow Ave. Please call parish office by
Monday, September 9 so we can reserve a spot for you.

WOMEN

OF FAITH Tea and Prayer begins again on
Wednesday, September 18, 12:30 pm in the rectory.
We meet once a month to share faith while enjoying a
cup of tea. Consider joining us, all women in the parish
are welcome. Please call parish office to RSVP.

PRAYER SHAWL “Hands of Hope” Ministry. Thank
you to all who have requested these gifts of love and
prayers! To all of our knitters, you are awesome and we
appreciate your willingness to continue creating these
special blankets. If you crochet or knit, consider making
a blanket to donate. We have yarn available if you
need it. Contact Sister Suzie to request a blanket or to
volunteer to make one.

ONE CALL NOW is coming to an end. We have used
One Call Now as the parish’s way of communicating
special events, reminders and alerts especially with our
Faith Formation program. In this age of technology and
cell phones, numbers change often and often phone
calls were met with “not available” or we could not update our system with the many changes of phone numbers. As of Sept. 1st we will no longer use this way of
communicating with parishioners. Please continue to
take a bulletin home each week for parish information.

REMIND is the new normal! Beginning this week
we will be using the Remind app as our way of communicating and keeping our Faith Formation families in
the “know” loop. Many schools use this app to send
alerts, reminders, weather concerns etc. so we have
jumped on board and will being using this “app” as
well. We will continue to use the bulletin, Tid-Bits, etc.
to communicate with families and now Sister Suzie will
be texting as well. If her hair turns white it is because
she is trying to stay up with technology and helping
everyone to get the same news at the same time.

Volunteer Drivers Needed: Need a Ride Program
Friends of the Poor is seeking additional volunteer drivers to help with its expanding program. Need a Ride
provides free transportation to medical appointments
and medical procedures for patients who live in the Carbondale area, PA 18407. For more information, please
call 570-877-4045.
St. Paul of the Cross Parish Society will hold a Rummage Sale & Bake Sale on September 13 & 14 in the
Parish Center, 1215 Prospect Avenue, from 9:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. each day.

SERVICE — STJN

STEWARDSHIP

STJN SOCIAL JUSTICE NOW

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH
GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Who:
What:
When:
Where:
Why:
How:

Anyone can participate!
Purchasing gift cards through our parish!
Today and every day!
In the parish office and in the back of the
church after Mass.
Because our parish receives an average of
5% for every gift card you buy!
The parish buys gift cards at a discount and
sells them to you at face value!
Questions?
Call the parish office
570-344-6159.

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: The pantry located here at
STJN is sponsored by Catholic Social Services and
serves MANY people in our local area. The pantry is
open on Tuesday afternoons from 1:00-3:00 pm. STJN
is committed to collecting food items on the 2nd Sunday
every month, but donations are ALWAYS welcome! Baskets are located in the back of both churches.
rd

C.I.C. DINNER: On the 3 Saturday of every month
our parish is committed to providing a meal for those
who spend their days at Community Intervention Center. Sign-up boards are available in the back of both
worship sites or you may call Terry Millard 570-4301690 or Anne Talerico 570-614-3633. September date
is: September 21st.

We will be happy
to assist you!
Gift Cards in stock NOW!
Amazon
Barnes & Noble
Best Buy
Boscovs
Burlington
Cinemark
CVS
Dunkin Donuts
Home Goods
iTunes
LL Bean

LongHorn Steak
Lowes
Marshalls
Olive Garden
Sam’s Club
Sheetz
Sunoco
TJ Maxx
Target
Walmart

PLUS…
Hundreds more
that we can order
for you!
Payment due at
time of order, for
special orders.
CALL TODAY!
570-344-6159

BROWN BAG MINISTRY continues on the 1st Sunday
following the 10:00am Mass. How can you become involved? Join us to make these lunches or donate items
of need, sign-up boards are in the back of the church.
We are most in need of: small bottles of water, jars
of peanut butter, jelly, bagged snack items, fruit cups,
homemade cookies or brownies, (please package them
in individual serve-size baggies). Items can be dropped
off at rectory marked “B.B. Ministry”. Any questions
please call parish coordinators Trish and Carl Kmiec at
570!961!1555.

We would like to thank
DRS. LINDA & BRYAN FRANTZ
for sponsoring an ad in our bulletin.

INCOME / EXPENSE REPORT
Tithe
Loose
Other
Total

08/25/2019
$ 3,751.00
$
460.48
$ 1,615.00
$ 5,826.48

08/26/2018
$ 3,770.00
$
443.81
$
896.00
$ 5,109.81

One Body.
Many Gifts.

Aug. 19-25 Expenses paid from general acct. $ 21,417.24

POT

OF

GOLD WINNERS

JULY 6 - AUGUST 23, 2019

Adults: How do you try to discover what God is
asking of you?

Jim Wolfe, Elizabeth Engle, Matthew Harrolle, Karen Caruso, Don & Rebecca Walsh, Robert Kerrigan, Kevin Kays,
Eileen Layne, Steven Soignet, James Gillern, Paul Gilroy,
Eileen Evans, Kate Mitchell, Ann Krupski, Dr. & Mrs. Patrick
Fricchione, Jean & Wayne Puhl, Cindy Gasper, MaryBeth
Constantini, Jim & Ellen Cummings, and Ben Beck

Kids: When is it hard for you to know the right
thing to do? Who helps you know?

YOU COULD BE A WINNER TOO!
Call the parish office to get your lucky number!

FAITH QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Andrew
Brown’s
DRUG STORE

Mon to Fri 9AM - 8PM
Sat 9AM - 6PM Sun 9AM - 12:30PM

Phone 346-7319
1502 Pittston Avenue

Linda Sebastian Frantz, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine

963-0977
Bryan J. Frantz, D.M.D., M.S.
Board Certified Periodontics
and Dental Implants

344-3344
Frantz Professional Building
1039 O’Neill Highway
Dunmore, PA 18512

Mike Burke

Plumbing,
Heating &
Drain Cleaning
Phone: 570-346-4187

• Business Printing •
• Commercial Printing •
• Color Printing •
• Digital Color Copies •
• Direct Mail •

WALSH

SHEET METAL, INC.
Architectural and Mechanical Design
AC-Heating-Ventilation-Ornamental

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today!
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453

Tel. 344-3495 • Fax 344-3374

Scranton, PA - 570-344-8980

OLESKI
ELECTRIC

Rear 818 Meadow Ave.,
Scranton, PA

Neil W. Regan Funeral Home
(570) 343-6416
1900 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania 18505

Commercial &
Residential

489-8750
Reg. #PA044576

Call for Details on the Advantages
of Pre-Planned Funerals...
Before the Need Arises
NEIL W. REGAN Funeral Director - Supervisor
BRENDAN PATRICK REGAN Funeral Director
BARBARA REGAN-CHILLEMI Funeral Director

TURI STUDIO OF
DANCE
1428 Pittston Ave.,
Scranton, PA 18505
Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
HipHop • Ballroom • Flamenco
Ages 3 to adult
Call (570) 561-5858 for info!

Saint John Neumann Parish
stjnparish.weshareonline.org

Sharpening, Hardware,
Discount Power Equipment
Sales & Repair
Scranton Grinder has been
a trusted name since 1921!

WE DELIVER

(570) 344-2520
1020 Hemlock St., Scranton, PA
August A. Haas, Supervisor
Traditional Funerals • Prearranged Funerals
Cremation Services

¿Ayuda de
inmigración?

August J. Haas Funeral Home, Inc.

570-507-2971

202-204 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505
Off - Street Parking

Phone 570-343-4064
www.augusthaasfuneralhome.com
Casket Display Room • Handicapped Accessible

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Abogados...en tu idioma

DANIELLE M. ROSS, ESQUIRE
Contactáme ..... ¡Puedo ayudar!
• Inmigración • Criminal • Accidentes de Auto
• Proceso de Deportación • Divorcio / Custodia • Lesiones de Trabajo
• Formas de lnmigración • Adopciones • Testamentos
Oficina: 240 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 1850

St. John Neumann, Scranton, PA

04-0680

