
January 26, 2020 

   3rd  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH 

 

Nativity of Our Lord Church  

633 Orchard Street, Scranton  

Holy Name of Jesus Church 

1414 E. Elm Street, Scranton 

 

Phone: (570) 344-6159       

E-mail address: office@stjnparish.org 

Website: stjnparish.org 

 

Parish Office Hours:   

 Monday  9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 Tuesday  9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

 Thursday   CLOSED 

 Friday  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 3:30-4:00 p.m.  

Nativity Lower Church.  

Anytime by appointment. 

AN ORDINARY REFLECTION – A CHANGED CROWN 

 

 Like many of you, I have become fascinated with “The Crown”, and so I binge 

away, catching up from the beginning of the TV series! Part of our fascination, I 

believe, is its timing in our own lives and history and watching something of the 

illusion of “the crown” become more real and ordinary – seeing faces put on the 

people who parallel our times. One thing that strikes me as I watch the story, 

whether true or imaginary, is how Elizabeth received so little, basic formal educa-

tion, despite the privilege of her life and world. If what is being portrayed bears 

any truth, she herself felt this loss. Yet, she discovers that what she profoundly 

learned about the roots of the crown - her country’s Constitution - this would as-

sist her in many ways in dealing with those far more educated then herself. This 

discovery, indeed, changes her life. 

 

 Jesus’ “constitution” often seems to be the Prophet Isaiah – the king of 

prophets. All the gospel writers, often make references to the words and spirituali-

ty of Isaiah as they share their gospels with us. This weekend the gospel writer 

Matthew quotes our first reading from Isaiah, announcing Jesus’ fulfillment of the 

prophesy that Jesus settles to live in the city of Capernaum by the sea of Galilee. 

He quotes that very hope-filled statement, the people who sit in darkness have 

seen a great light, on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death, light has 

arisen.  

 

 All through the Advent-Christmas season we prayed for this light. We longed 

for the lights which we lit each Sunday in Advent and on our trees and doorways 

during Christmas, to bring us some hope for tomorrow. We watched the darkness 

swirl around us in our societal and political worlds and wondered if there was a 

light that could heal the divisions which distressed our worldly and national activi-

ties. We felt the gloom at times, even in our families, as we attempted to stand 

above the rivalries that could easily develop in our relationships, as well as among 

countries and communities.  

 

 Yes, in some ways this is all 

nothing new to our histories; and as 

extraordinary it all seems, we have 

lived these experiences with other 

faces at other times. St. Paul felt this 

as he challenged the people of Cor-

inth to be “united in the same mind 

and in the same purpose.” Paul was 

not so much concerned about their 

unity as citizens, but as those baptized in the gospel. Yet, he knew very well like 

St. James and the other apostles that faith separated from actions is impossible.  

 

 None of us really find our courage to prevail through “the wisdom of human 

eloquence,” do we? It is our willingness to change and walk a different path then 

those who seek to yoke us with fear, lay heavy burdens on our shoulders and use 

their rods of power to prod us into tasks contrary to the values of the gospel. Our 

crown is not the crown of royalty. We do not profess a monarchy that is secretive 

or silent. We, like Jesus, are being called to smash the darkness that festers in 

people’s hearts and our society. We wear a crown of crucifixion and repentance. 

Our responsibility, as Queen Elizabeth discovered about her crown, is to bring 

meaning to the crosses of our lives and others – to take what we have learned as 

we fished our way through living and help everyone to be restored in abundant 

joy, no matter what our place in society might be. This is the gospel we all must 

preach with conviction, proclaim above all the castles of the world and use to cure 

the pain, poverty and suffering of the world.  Fr. Michael 



WELCOME Your presence is an encouragement to our 

parish community. It is our hope that you have experi-

enced the joy of our Eucharistic Celebration and that you 

feel welcome with a desire to join us again. If you are new 

to the community and wish to join our parish, call the par-

ish office at 570-344-6159. 

 

BIENVENIDOS Su presencia es un gran animo hacia 

nuestra comunidad de la parroquia. Es nuestra esperanza 

de que hayan gozado la experiencia de nuestra Celebra-

ción Eucarística y que se sientan bienvenidos con el deseo 

de unirse a nosotros otra vez. Si usted es nuevo en la co-

munidad y desea unirse a nuestra parroquia contacte la 

oficina al numero 570-344-6159. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. John Neumann Parish see the Eu-

charist as source and summit of our joyful faith. Our 

united purpose is building a deeper spirituality through 

loving neighbor and witnessing the Gospel to the world. 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 

The parish welcomes new members to serve as Eucha-

ristic Ministers, Lectors, Cantors and Servers. Consider 

volunteering your time to serve in one of these minis-

tries. To volunteer, see one of our ministry team mem-

bers listed below. 

 

MINISTRY SIGN-UP BOOKS are located on the 

piano in each church.  Please take time to sign up for 

the Mass you are available to be a minister.   

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER CROSSES.  

Oops!  Some of the crosses that the ministers wear 

have disappeared.  If by any chance you have worn one 

home (which can easily happen), please return the 

cross to the hook on the side altar.  THANKS! 

MINISTRY TEAM  EMAIL ADDRESS 

Rev. Michael Bryant, Pastor   mbryant@stjnparish.org 

Rev. Ryan Glenn, Assoc. Pastor rglenn@stjnparish.org 

Deacon Albert Giacometti   albgia@msn.com 

Sr. Susan Armbruster, IHM   sarmbrusterihm@gmail.com 

 

 

 

JAN. 27—FEB. 2, 2020 

 

Monday 12:10 p.m. Michael McKeel 

   at Nativity    by Bill & Susan Gilday 

Tuesday 8:00 a.m. Rev. Charles O’Donnell 

   at Holy Name  by Estate 

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. Rev. John K. Manno 

   at Holy Name  by Priests Purgatorial Society 

Thursday 8:00 a.m. John Smith 

   at Nativity   by The Eiden Family 

Friday 8:00 a.m. Gerald McGuire 

   at Holy Name   by Colleen & Paul Rafferty 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. Ann B. Logan 

   at Nativity    by Larry & Jennifer Gallagher 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. People of the Parish 

   at Holy Name  by The Parish 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. John & James Togher 

   at Nativity    by Mary Ann Togher 

Sunday 12:30 p.m. Elena De Rojas 

   at Nativity (Spanish) by Paul & Dorothy Bracey 

Worship 
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ANNIVERSARY PRAYER 

 

Loving and gracious God, we 

praise and thank you for the 

many gifts you have given us in 

Saint John Neumann Parish. 

Teach us to live worthily in the 

spirit of our Baptism which 

makes us all children of God 

and sisters and brothers of Je-

sus Christ, the first-born of the 

family of God.  

 

Through the intercession of Saint John Neumann, we 

ask that we may be open to hear and embrace the 

truth of Your Living Word through our Worship and our 

dedication to Service and Community. May we be in-

spired during this Tenth Anniversary Year to proclaim 

the good news within our own lives and circumstances 

as Stewards and Leaders of our Parish. We ask this in 

your name, Our Holy Redeemer.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

There was a small metal 

charm found in Holy Name 

Church. It is shaped like a silhouette of a child’s face.  

If you lost it and can identify the markings on the 

charm, please call the parish office 570-344-6159. 



WORD COMMUNITY 

     

FAITH FORMATION  

 

    Get Ready, Set and GROW! 

 

1/26:  Family Mass 10:00am  required ALL Classes 

1/26:  Classes  11:20-12:30,  5:00-6:00pm 

1/29:  Classes  5:30-6:30pm 

2/02:  Classes  11:20-12:30,  5:00-6:00pm 

2/05:  Classes  5:30-6:30pm 

2/09:  Classes  5:00-6:00pm 

2/09:  CP1 Parent Mtg.  5:00-6:00pm 

2/12:  WFFG  K-5, RCIC2  5:30-7:30pm 

2/16:  NO CLASSES  President’s Holiday 

 

REMIND APP 

We are ALMOST there! MOST families are connected 

through the Remind App. But there are still a few not 

getting our communications. If you have changed your 

phone number, you must register your new number and 

notify the parish office of your new number. We are 

trying to keep everyone connected through the RE-

MIND app. This form of communicating allows us to 

keep you up to date of schedule changes and other 

news. If you need help, call the office.  

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES (for CP1 and CP2) 

St. Joseph Baby Pantry is looking for volunteers to help 

organize shelves. St. Joseph Center is looking for volun-

teers to transport residents to mass on Sunday morn-

ings (in their building). We are looking for volunteers to 

help cut bags for our “homeless mat project”. For more 

information and opportunities, please call Sister Suzie. 

 

WHOLE FAMILY FAITH GATHERING 

All families registered in our 

Faith Formation program  

K-Gr.5, are expected to attend 

 

Whole Family Faith  

Gathering - Wednesday,  

February 12, 5:30-7:30 pm. 

 

Children may not be “dropped 

off”, at least one parent must 

accompany them! We will ex-

plore the theme of Lent and 

Loving Neighbor. 

FAITH QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

 

Adults:  To whom could you preach the 

gospel of Jesus Christ this week with actions 

rather than words? 

 

Kids:  What could you do for someone this 

week that would tell them something about 

Jesus? 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 

 

His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, 

D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and the Office for Par-

ish Life wish to invite couples celebrating their 25th or 

50th wedding anniversary in 2020 to a diocesan Wed-

ding Anniversary Mass on Sunday, June 14. The 

event includes a 2:30 p.m. mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral 

followed by a reception.  

 

Requests for an invitation, with an April mailing 

address, should be made through your parish of-

fice before March 16, 2020.  

 

Call the parish office 570-344-6159 today! 

PYSANKI EGG MAKING is coming to STJN.  

A Ukrainian tradition is the art of creating painted hol-

low eggs during the season of Lent. We have scheduled 

a Lenten workshop to learn this old tradition and are 

offering this workshop on Monday, March 9, 6:30-

8:30pm. Cost is $20.00 and includes all materials to 

create a special egg. Space is limited to 12 people ages 

15 and above. If interested, contact Sister Suzie 

through the parish office. 

 

SUNDAY MOVIE  

AFTERNOON is back!  

Join us Sunday, February 16, 

2:00 p.m. in the lower rectory 

resource room for the showing 

of the movie  

The Two Popes.  

The movie is about Pope Fran-

cis and Pope Benedict. The 

movie is appropriate for young 

adults and adults. To RSVP, 

call the parish office.  In a time of much turmoil, this 

movie will delight your spirit with positive vibes.     

 

SENIOR LUNCH  

Lunching Together  is an opportunity to get together 

with other seniors to socialize while dining out at a local 

eatery. We meet on the 2

nd

 Wednesday of every month 

at 11:30am. All seniors 55+ are welcome.  Reservations 

are needed by Monday morning of the same week. If 

you have any questions, please call Sister Suzie at 570-

344-6159. Often we can help find transportation if 

someone does not drive, so consider joining us! Our 

next lunch date is February 12 at Brick Oven Pizzeria.  

 

WOMEN OF FAITH - Prayer and Tea 

ALL women are welcome to come aside for an hour of 

prayer and sharing while sipping a warm cup of tea. We 

typically gather on the 3

rd

 Wednesday of each month at 

12:30 in the rectory dining room. Our February Tea will 

be Wednesday, February 19. RSVP by February 

17 to the parish office. 



STEWARDSHIP SERVICE — STJN 

GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

 

Our Gift Card Program is offering YOU a chance to  

Win a $10.00 Gift Card EVERY MONTH! 

HOW? It’s simple! Every month we will enter (into a 

drawing), the names of everyone who purchased Gift 

Cards through our Gift Card Program that month. 

Please be sure to give your full name when making 

your purchase. One winner will be drawn per month. 

The winner will receive their choice of one $10.00 Gift 

Card. Every month is a new opportunity to get involved 

in the Gift Card Program and another chance to Win! 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP UP TO THE PLATE  C.I.C. Dinner  

The dinner is on the 3

rd

 Saturday of every month and is 

a meal for those who spend their days at Community 

Intervention Center. Sign-up boards are available in the 

back of both worship sites or you may call Terry Millard 

570-430-1690 or Anne Talerico 570-614-3633. Our next 

parish date is February 15. 

 

MATS FOR THE HOMELESS are coming along. 

We appreciate everyone who contributed plastic bags, 

have persevered in learning this skill, and those deter-

mined to complete some mats. If you would like to 

make this an “at home” project, you can watch the tu-

torial on you-tube, google sleeping mats made from 

plastic bags. At this time we do not need anymore plas-

tic bags, please recycle responsibly. Our next gathering 

will be Monday, February 17, 6:30 in lower rectory. 

 

BROWN BAG MINISTRY will meet Sunday, Feb-

ruary 2. Through your generous donations of food, 

time and energy we continue to make lunches for our 

homeless brothers and sisters in our area.  We typically 

meet on the 1

st

 Sunday of the month immediately fol-

lowing the 10:00 Mass. Join us in the auditorium. For 

information call Carl or Trish Kmiec at 570-961-1555. 

INCOME / EXPENSE REPORT 

 

January 12, 2020 January 13, 2019 

Tithe  $ 6,455.00 $ 4,547.00 

Loose  $    511.13 $    518.09 

Other  $ 1,949.00 $ 1,467.00 

Total  $ 8,915.13 $ 6,532.09 

 

Jan.6-12: Expenses paid from gen. acct. $ .00 

 

2019 Financial Statements are available on request by 

calling the parish office at 570-344-6159. Please note: 

statements will only be mailed to those who request it. 

One Body. 

 Many Gifts. 

We would like to thank  

TURI SCHOOL OF DANCE 

for sponsoring an ad in our bulletin. 

WINTER WEATHER SUPPORT 

 

Winter weather is here and that means 

ice and snow may make it difficult for 

some people to get to church.  But parish 

bills keep growing during the winter, in-

cluding increased heating costs and snow 

removal expenses. You can make sure 

your parish support doesn’t stop just 

when we need it the most.  

 

Check out our simple, safe and secure online giving 

program at www.stjnparish.weshareonline.org. Current-

ly 35 families are giving online. Please consider joining 

that growing number of dedicated givers!  We are most 

grateful to all those who make every effort to give con-

sistently whether electronically or though the weekly 

offering basket. Thank you. 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday 

 

Our Confirmation Students will be uniting with  

thousands of other youth across the country  

to collect money for local Charities to help 

#tacklehunger30.  

Our youth will be collecting after mass next  

Sunday, February 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 All monies will go to St. Francis Soup Kitchen.  



ISLI LEADERSHIP RETREAT  February 14-16, 2020 

 

The International Student Leadership Institute (ISLI) is a peer-facilitated faith-based leadership retreat developed at the 

University of Notre Dame. The ISLI retreat is designed to provide the knowledge and skills necessary to excel in both the 

leadership and membership roles of task oriented groups. The entirety of the retreat helps high school students to ex-

plore and express faith values in the Catholic Tradition. Complete applications are required by Sunday, February 

2, 2020 and can be found at dioceseofscranton.org. Apply early as there are a limited number of spaces available for 

I.S.L.I.  For further information, please call Shannon Kowalski at 570-207-2213, ext. 1155.  

LEADERSHIP 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. - Parish Auditorium 

 

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY 

to reach out, donate and feel great! 

 

The Bingo Committee of St. John Neumann Parish is planning a B-I-N-G-O Extravaganza and they need your help to 

make this community building event a success. Become a sponsor today!  We anticipate hundreds of people from our 

community coming together again for a great experience while supporting the work and ministries of our parish.  Pro-

ceeds will benefit St. John Neumann Parish and Community. This is your opportunity to get involved, make a 

difference, and have a great time!!  Admission: $25 at the door; $20 in advance. 16 Regular Games  & 4 Special Games!    

Get your tickets in the Parish Office - or in the back of the church after weekend masses. 

 

THE FEAST OF ST. BLAISE — FEBRUARY 3, 2020 

    

Once during a time of persecution, there was a Christian bishop named 

Blaise.  Blaise hid in the mountains, but some hunters found him and 

hauled him off to prison to be put to death.  On the way to prison, Blaise 

and his captors met a woman whose son was choking to death on a fish 

bone.  Blaise gave God’s blessing to the boy and the bone melted in his 

throat.   

 

That is why we pray to St. Blaise to protect us 

from sickness of the throat and from colds and 

sore throats.  Because of Jesus and St. Blaise 

who loved him, the Church blesses our throats 

with blessed candles on the Feast of St. Blaise.  

 

We will bless throats after each Mass on the weekend of February 1 & 2.  

We will also bless throats after the 12:10 Mass on Monday, February 3. 

 

Please return this form with your contribution                            2020  B-I-N-G-O  SPONSOR 

 

St. John Neumann Parish - 633 Orchard St. - Scranton PA  18505 

 

 

Name:  ____________________________________________________ 

               (print name as it is to appear on the sign) 

   

Address:___________________________________________________ 

    

Enclosed is my contribution of  $____________  Check #____________ 

     

___ I would like to attend the event - please hold my ticket at "will call". 

    

___ I would like to donate __________________ for a BINGO Prize.  Call me at:  phone# ______________  

Choose your Contribution Level: 

 

___ Miracle Worker - $500* 

___ Giver of Blessings - $250* 

___ Joyful Believer - $100 

 

         *admission included 



Linda Sebastian Frantz, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine

963-0977
Bryan J. Frantz, D.M.D., M.S.

Board Certified Periodontics & Dental Implants

344-3344
Frantz Professional Building

1039 O’Neill Highway, Dunmore, PA 18512

Mike Burke 
Plumbing, 
Heating & 

Drain Cleaning
Phone: 570-346-4187

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John Neumann, Scranton, PA 04-0680

August A. Haas, Supervisor
Traditional Funerals • Prearranged Funerals

Cremation Services
August J. Haas Funeral Home, Inc.

202-204 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505
Off - Street Parking 

Phone 570-343-4064
www.augusthaasfuneralhome.com

Casket Display Room • Handicapped Accessible

Neil W. Regan Funeral Home
(570) 343-6416 

1900 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania 18505

Call for Details on the Advantages of 
Pre-Planned Funerals...Before the Need Arises
NEIL W. REGAN Funeral Director - Supervisor
BRENDAN PATRICK REGAN Funeral Director
BARBARA REGAN-CHILLEMI Funeral Director

¿Ayuda de 
inmigración?
570-507-2971
DANIELLE M. ROSS, ESQUIRE
Contactáme ..... ¡Puedo ayudar!
• Inmigración • Criminal • Accidentes de Auto
• Proceso de Deportación • Divorcio / Custodia • Lesiones de Trabajo
• Formas de lnmigración • Adopciones • Testamentos
Oficina: 240 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 1850

Abogados...en tu idioma

Gerard Hetman 
Electrical Contractor

For all your 
electrical needs
570-961-0500

Mon to Fri 9AM - 8PM
Sat 9AM - 6PM  Sun 9AM - 12:30PM

1502 Pittston Avenue

Andrew
 Brown’s
 DRUG STORE

Phone 346-7319

Architectural and Mechanical Design
AC-Heating-Ventilation-Ornamental
Rear 818 Meadow Ave.,Scranton, PA

Tel. 344-3495 • Fax 344-3374

WALSH
SHEET METAL, INC.

Scranton, PA - 570-344-8980

• Business Printing •
• Commercial Printing •

• Color Printing •
• Digital Color Copies •

• Direct Mail •

OLESKI
ELECTRIC

Commercial &
Residential

489-8750
Reg. #PA044576

TURI STUDIO OF DANCE
1428 Pittston Ave.,
Scranton, PA 18505

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
HipHop • Ballroom • Flamenco

Ages 3 to adult
Call (570) 561-5858 for info!

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today! 
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453

La Abogada Latina


