
February 23, 2020 

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH 

 

Nativity of Our Lord Church  

633 Orchard Street, Scranton  

Holy Name of Jesus Church 

1414 E. Elm Street, Scranton 

 

Phone: (570) 344-6159       

E-mail address: office@stjnparish.org 

Website: stjnparish.org 

 

Parish Office Hours:   

 Monday  9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 Tuesday  9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

 Thursday   CLOSED 

 Friday  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 3:30-4:00 p.m.  

Nativity Lower Church.  

Anytime by appointment. 

AN ORDINARY REFLECTION – OUR WORST ENEMY 

 

 Enemies are not always people. For a person struggling with the effects of 

cancer and the treatments involved – cancer is the enemy. For someone faced 

with a variety of difficult choices, like what needs to happen with an aging par-

ent or how is a family going to survive when someone loses a job, these deci-

sions are the enemy, or the cause of these heartaches are the enemies. Even 

the inner fights around personal, mental or spiritual growth, can end up being 

branded as an enemy.  

 

 Yes, it is true that some of these roots of our hatred or vengeance toward 

these non-human enemies often is manifest toward a real, live person. We are 

furious with our doctor for giving us such bad news. We “hate” the person who 

took away our work. We are not very happy with the people who keep butting 

their noses into our business or who gossip with others about our problems. We 

even become angry with God when there seems to be no answer to our requests 

or concerns.  

 

 Yet, Jesus very boldly and radically announces as he gathers on the moun-

tainside with his male and female disciples, “I say to you, love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you.” Suddenly, their eyes opened wide as he con-

tinued, “For if you love those who love you, what recompense will you have? ... 

And if you greet your brothers only, what is unusual about that? Do not the pa-

gans do the same? So be perfect just as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

 

 For some that was it, they packed up their lunches, their expectations, and 

their wants and went home to their villages and neighborhoods. They had been 

willing to consider offering the other cheek or handing over their cloak. They 

would have tried to go the two miles and not turn their backs on someone want-

ing to borrow. But this was too much, enemies were enemies. They certainly 

were not people you could trust, let alone love. 

 

 So how do we live this perfect way that Jesus invites us to embrace? Where 

do we find the courageous compassion necessary to love a foe or adversary? St. 

Paul confronts the same questions in Corinth. He asks a pertinent question for all 

of us, “Do you know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 

dwells in you?”  We may quickly answer, “Yes, of course,” but do we really get 

all the implications of this? Maybe this is the perfection that Jesus wants us to 

become deeply aware of in our daily living. It isn’t our perfection, rather it is 

God’s perfect response to everything we say or do. It is God’s unflinching willing-

ness to walk the extra miles for us, to be seen as a worthless slave to honesty 

and integrity and to die on the cross that God’s perfect mercy might surround 

even our unforgiving feelings toward our enemies. 

 

 We belong to Christ. We all are someone else’s neighbor. Bearing hatred to-

ward anyone is completely contrary to Jesus’ invitation to follow him. Our world 

may tell us to hate, to seek revenge, to abandon those who do not meet our 

expectations, and to not worry about being unjust. But Jesus says to us, so 

much more about how we are to treat one another - even our enemies. The 

truth is: we can be our worst enemy and Christ wants to give us all the help that 

God can!      Fr. Michael 



WELCOME Your presence is an encouragement to our 

parish community. It is our hope that you have experi-

enced the joy of our Eucharistic Celebration and that you 

feel welcome with a desire to join us again. If you are new 

to the community and wish to join our parish, call the par-

ish office at 570-344-6159. 

 

BIENVENIDOS Su presencia es un gran animo hacia 

nuestra comunidad de la parroquia. Es nuestra esperanza 

de que hayan gozado la experiencia de nuestra Celebra-

ción Eucarística y que se sientan bienvenidos con el deseo 

de unirse a nosotros otra vez. Si usted es nuevo en la co-

munidad y desea unirse a nuestra parroquia contacte la 

oficina al numero 570-344-6159. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. John Neumann Parish see the Eu-

charist as source and summit of our joyful faith. Our 

united purpose is building a deeper spirituality through 

loving neighbor and witnessing the Gospel to the world. 

 

MASS SCHRDULE  

& INTENTIONS 

FEBRUARY 24-MARCH 1 

 

 

Monday 12:10 p.m. Justin Alexander Williams 

   at Nativity    by Norm Mulholland 

Tuesday 8:00 a.m. Patrick Murphy 

   at Holy Name  by Larry & Jennifer Gallagher 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY—FEBRUARY 26 

DAY OF FAST AND ABSTINENCE 

 

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. Marian McGowan 

   at Holy Name  by Bob & Pat Tomlinson 

   at Nativity 12:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

   at Nativity 5:30 p.m. Patrick Dougher 

   by Patti & Kevin Mitchell Fam. 

   at Nativity 7:30 p.m. Guarino Severino 

   by St. John Byzantine Church 

 

Thursday 8:00 a.m. Rev. Charles O’Donnell 

   at Nativity   by The Estate 

Friday 8:00 a.m. Thomas Riedmiller 

   at Holy Name   by Elaine Stahl 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. Daniela Urena &  

   at Nativity    Jose del Carme Urena 

    by Granddaughter, Gisela 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Thomas Cometa 

   at Holy Name  by Lois & Casper Noto 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. People of the Parish 

   at Nativity    by The Parish 

Sunday 12:30 p.m. Oscar Ferreiras 

   at Nativity (Spanish) by Adriano Torres 

Worship 
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ANNIVERSARY PRAYER 

 

Loving and gracious God, we 

praise and thank you for the 

many gifts you have given us in 

Saint John Neumann Parish. 

Teach us to live worthily in the 

spirit of our Baptism which 

makes us all children of God 

and sisters and brothers of Je-

sus Christ, the first-born of the 

family of God.  

 

Through the intercession of Saint John Neumann, we 

ask that we may be open to hear and embrace the 

truth of Your Living Word through our Worship and our 

dedication to Service and Community. May we be in-

spired during this Tenth Anniversary Year to proclaim 

the good news within our own lives and circumstances 

as Stewards and Leaders of our Parish. We ask this in 

your name, Our Holy Redeemer.  Amen 

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE 

will be burning in reverence and petition 

this week at Holy Name, in loving memory of 

LAI VU 

Requested by Thao Pham 

 

THE BREAD & WINE 

for this week at Holy Name Church, 

are offered in loving memory of 

LAI VU 

Requested by Thao Pham 

 

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE 

will be burning in reverence and petition 

this week at Nativity, in loving memory of 

ROBERT C MACGREGOR  

Requested by Bill & Joe Hines 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES  

The parish welcomes new members to serve as Eucha-

ristic Ministers, Lectors, Cantors and Servers. Consider 

volunteering your time to serve in one of these minis-

tries. Contact one of our ministry team members. 

 

MINISTRY SIGN-UP BOOKS  

Ministry sign-up books are located on the piano in each 

church. Please take time to sign up for the Mass you 

are available to be a minister.  

 

MINISTRY TEAM  EMAIL ADDRESS 

Rev. Michael Bryant, Pastor   mbryant@stjnparish.org 

Rev. Ryan Glenn, Assoc. Pastor rglenn@stjnparish.org 

Deacon Albert Giacometti   albgia@msn.com 

Sr. Susan Armbruster, IHM   sarmbrusterihm@gmail.com 



WORD COMMUNITY 

FAITH QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

 

Adults:  What is the point of “turning the 

other cheek” in an argument, and why is it 

so hard to do? 

 

Kids:  Who are the people you find it most 

difficult to forgive? 

FAITH FORMATION  

    Get Ready, Set and GROW! 

 

2/23: Classes 11:20 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

2/23 Confirmation Retreat  12:30-4:30 p.m. CP2/RCIT 

2/23 Classes 5:00-6:00 p.m. Grade 6 & CP1 only 

2/26: ASH Wednesday required mass ALL grades 5:30p.m. 

3/01: Classes 11:20 a.m.-12:30 p.m.;  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

3/04: Classes 5:30 p.m. 

3/08: Classes 11:20 a.m.-12:30 p.m.;  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT  

Confirmation Retreat for students in CP2 and RCIT is 

today, Sunday, February 23 from 12:30- 4:00pm. All 

Confirmation students are required to participate in this 

retreat. The retreat will be held in the gym. CP2 stu-

dents will not have regular class tonight.  

 

WHOLE FAMILY MASS for February is on Ash 

Wednesday, February 26 at 5:30 p.m. This mass is 

required for ALL families in our Faith Formation pro-

gram.  Regular classes will not be held that evening. 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY for CP1 and CP2 classes: 

We are in need of students who will cut plastic bags so 

we can continue to make the mats for the homeless.  

The bags are here in the resource room.  This is some-

thing that can be done at home or in the gym on 

Wednesday nights from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. Let us know 

if you can help.  

SENIOR LUNCH “LUNCHING TOGETHER”  

Each month we arrange a lunch happening to one of 

the area local eateries. It is an opportunity to gather 

with parishioners and friends, share a meal and a laugh 

or two!  Our luncheon is typically the 2

nd

 Wednesday of 

the month and reservations are needed the Monday of 

the same week. If you have any questions or need a 

ride, please call Sister Suzie at 570-344-6159. Our 

March date is Wednesday, March 11

  

at Aldo’s in the 

Taylor Walmart Plaza.  It is a great way to socialize and 

beat the Winter Blues. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Women of FAITH  “PRAYER & TEA” 

ALL women are welcome to come aside for an hour of 

prayer and sharing while sipping a warm cup of tea. We 

typically gather the 3

rd

 Wednesday of each month at 

12:30 in the rectory dining room. Our March Tea will be 

Wednesday, March 18.  

_______________________________________ 

 

PYSANKI EGG DECORATING CLASS 

A Ukrainian tradition is the art of creating painted hol-

low eggs during the season of Lent.  We are offering a 

Lenten workshop on Monday, March 9, 6:30-8:30pm 

to learn this traditional art. Cost is $20.00 and includes 

all materials. Space is limited to 12 people ages 15 and 

above. If interested, contact Sister Suzie through the 

parish office. We have two openings left. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT  SAVE THE DATE!  

During Lent our parish will be host a day of retreat for 

senior adults or any adult that would like to come aside 

to enjoy some reflections, quiet prayer time, Mass and 

time to bask in the gentle love of our God while refresh-

ing your spirit. The day of reflection/retreat is  

 

Wednesday, April 1, 9:30-3:30 pm at the IHM 

Center. The cost is $15.00 and includes a light 

breakfast, snacks and lunch.  

 

The retreat day will be led by Sister Suzie Armbruster 

IHM and Sister Mary Ellen Higgins IHM. The center has 

plenty of parking, is handicap accessible and offers a 

spacious, peaceful setting. To find out more or if you 

are interested in attending, contact Sister Suzie 344-

6159 ext. 161. This will be a great way to prepare for 

Easter. This retreat is open to everyone so please ex-

tend the invitation to neighbors and friends. 

“WATCHMAN PROGRAM”  

CARING FOR OUR SENIOR PARISHIONERS 

 

With a growing population of senior adults in our par-

ish, we are once again establishing the “Watchman 

Program”. Often family members live out of the area 

and a senior can spend days without actually communi-

cating with others. Help us identify seniors (75+) who 

would benefit from a friendly phone call. Secondly, we 

are asking volunteers from the parish community who 

are willing to make a call to be the friendly voice of 

STJN.  Calls can be once a week or bi-weekly and you 

may want to call one individual or you may have time to 

call 2 or 3 individuals. We live in a busy time and so 

often our busy days keep us from reaching out to our 

neighbors; our seniors.   

 

If you would be willing to be a volun-

teer caller, please contact Sister Suzie 

344-6159 ext. 161. If you know of a 

senior that would benefit from a friend-

ly call each week, contact Sister Suzie 

with name of person and phone num-

ber. We will follow up with the senior. 



STEWARDSHIP SERVICE — STJN 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP UP TO THE PLATE    (C.I.C. Dinner) 

Each month parishioners volunteer to cook a meal or 

something towards a meal for those who visit Commu-

nity Intervention Center. The dinner is the 3

rd

 Satur-

day of every month. If you are able to cook a dish for 

this meal you may drop off your “dish” to the rectory 

the Friday before, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. or Sat-

urday morning before 11:00. This is a great Lenten pro-

ject for families and for those in our Confirmation pro-

gram. Some suggested items are: casseroles, pasta 

dishes, chili, soups, whimpies with rolls, homemade 

desserts such as brownies or cookies. They feed be-

tween 50-75 people a day, and they appreciate all meal 

items. Sign-up boards are available in the back of both 

worship sites or you may call Terry Millard at 570-430-

1690 or Anne Talerico at 570-614-3633. Our next parish 

date is Saturday, March 21. 

 

BROWN BAG MINISTRY.  

Through your generous donations of food, time and 

energy we continue to make lunches for our homeless 

brothers and sisters in our area on the 1

st

 Sunday of the 

month immediately following the 10:00 Mass. Join us in 

the auditorium. Donated items are always appreciated, 

please see sign-up sheets in the back of church. For 

information call Carl or Trish Kmiec at 570-961-1555. 

Our next lunch making is Sunday, March 1, 11:20am.   

 

BAGS OF BLESSINGS is about to begin!   

In one week we will be providing gallon size ziplock 

bags, along with a list of requested items.  We are ask-

ing parishioners to “take and fill” a bag and then return 

filled bags to be distributed to homeless in our area 

shelters.  Our hope is to fill 100 bags during the Lenten 

season. If you can’t fill a whole bag and would rather 

purchase suggested items to be inserted in bags, we 

are looking for hand warmers, toe warmers, small flash-

lights (with batteries), bars of soap, tooth brushes, 

tooth paste, deodorant, socks, gloves, rain ponchos, 

small packs of tissues, mints/candies that come in small 

tins and other items that would be helpful to those who 

have no place to call home.  Judy and Molly White will 

be coordinating this Lenten project. 

 

MATS FOR THE HOMELESS are coming along. 

We appreciate everyone who contributed plastic bags, 

have persevered in learning this skill, and those deter-

mined to complete some mats. If you would like to 

make this an “at home” project, you can watch the tu-

torial on you-tube, google sleeping mats made from 

plastic bags. 

INCOME / EXPENSE REPORT 

 

February 9, 2020 February 10, 2019 

Tithe  $   5,354.00 $   4,603.00 

Loose  $      547.12 $      598.87 

Other  $   6,993.60 $   6,909.12 

Total  $ 12,894.72 $ 12,110.99 

 

Feb.3-9: Expenses paid from gen. acct. $ 18,255.22 

 

2019 Financial Statements are available on request by 

calling the parish office at 570-344-6159. Please note: 

Statements will only be mailed to those who request it. 

One Body. 

 Many Gifts. 

We would like to thank  

NEEDLE LAW FIRM 

for sponsoring an ad in our bulletin. 

The New Pot of Gold Club! 

 

Join the next Pot of Gold Club! 

New Club starts on April 1, 2020 

Membership numbers on sale now! 

 

You may choose your own number until March 30 (if it 

is still available). After that, you may pick a sealed en-

velope for your number.  Call for details 570-344-6159. 

 

GET YOUR LUCKY NUMBER TODAY!! 

Your number does not automatically renew to you. 



LEADERSHIP 
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NOTICE REGARDING REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR 

 

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement. If you 

are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of 

Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately report the matter to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay 

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to 

any form of abuse, including child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement. It is also the policy of 

the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations. In accordance with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child 

Protective Services Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should also be made immediately by phone to the 24-Hour 

Child Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis. To this end, the 

Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the 

USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, which includes supporting victims of sexual abuse in 

their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being. As such, information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a mi-

nor should also be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth Pacuska at (570-862-7551). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Stations  

at Noon and 7 PM 

 

Walk the journey with Jesus 

and his disciples on his way 

to the cross. Stations are 

prayed in Nativity Church: 

 

12 Noon Stations in English 

7 PM Stations in Spanish 

Faith Sharing Groups for Lent 

Groups gather for 4 weeks, in parish  

rectory, led by the Parish Ministry Team.  

Resource: Walking with Jesus: A Bible Study  

for Learning the Art of Accompaniment. 

 

Mondays, 7:00-8:00 pm, March 2–23  

led by Fr. Michael & Sr. Suzie 

 

Tuesdays, 11:00 am–12 noon, March 3–24,  

led by Deacon Al & Sr. Suzie 

 

Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 pm, March 4–25,  

led by Fr. Ryan, (Spanish) 

 

Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 pm, March 4–25,  

led by Sr. Suzie  (Young Adult Group) 

 

Fridays, 6:30-7:30 am, March 6–27,  

led by Frs. Ryan & Michael  (Men’s Group) 

 

 

 

 

 

Reconciliation  

 

The Light is on for You 

Each Monday priests offer God’s 

forgiveness through the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation - at Nativity Church 

 

Mondays of Lent, 5:30-7:00 pm 

 

Sunday, March 29, 5:00-6:00 pm 

Faith Formation children and  

parents, Grades 6, CP1 &CP2 

Services of Reconciliation  

 

Wednesday, April 1, 7:00 pm 

Parish Communal Service 

 

Wednesday, April 1, 5:30-6:30pm 

Faith Formation children and par-

ents Grades EP2, 3, 4 & 5, RCIC2 

 

February 27 Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

7:00 p.m. 322 Chestnut St., Dunmore 

 

March 5 St. Anthony & St. Rocco Parish 

7:00 p.m. 303 Smith St., Dunmore 

March 12 St. John Neumann Parish 

7:00 p.m. 633 Orchard St., Scranton 

March 19 St. Paul of the Cross Parish 

7:00 p.m. 1217 Prospect Ave., Scranton 

March 26 Prince of Peace Parish 

7:00 p.m. 123 Grace St., Old Forge 

April 2 Divine Mercy Parish 

7:00 p.m. 312 Davis St., Scranton 

 

There will be a different homilist at each service. 

Make your Lenten journey a special one this year by following the Road to Resurrection. 



Linda Sebastian Frantz, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine

963-0977
Bryan J. Frantz, D.M.D., M.S.

Board Certified Periodontics & Dental Implants

344-3344
Frantz Professional Building

1039 O’Neill Highway, Dunmore, PA 18512

Mike Burke 
Plumbing, 
Heating & 

Drain Cleaning
Phone: 570-346-4187
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August A. Haas, Supervisor
Traditional Funerals • Prearranged Funerals

Cremation Services
August J. Haas Funeral Home, Inc.

202-204 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505
Off - Street Parking 

Phone 570-343-4064
www.augusthaasfuneralhome.com

Casket Display Room • Handicapped Accessible

Neil W. Regan Funeral Home
(570) 343-6416 

1900 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania 18505

Call for Details on the Advantages of 
Pre-Planned Funerals...Before the Need Arises
NEIL W. REGAN Funeral Director - Supervisor
BRENDAN PATRICK REGAN Funeral Director
BARBARA REGAN-CHILLEMI Funeral Director

¿Ayuda de 
inmigración?
570-507-2971
DANIELLE M. ROSS, ESQUIRE
Contactáme ..... ¡Puedo ayudar!
• Inmigración • Criminal • Accidentes de Auto
• Proceso de Deportación • Divorcio / Custodia • Lesiones de Trabajo
• Formas de lnmigración • Adopciones • Testamentos
Oficina: 240 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 1850

Abogados...en tu idioma

Gerard Hetman 
Electrical Contractor

For all your 
electrical needs
570-961-0500

Mon to Fri 9AM - 8PM
Sat 9AM - 6PM  Sun 9AM - 12:30PM

1502 Pittston Avenue

Andrew
 Brown’s
 DRUG STORE

Phone 346-7319

Architectural and Mechanical Design
AC-Heating-Ventilation-Ornamental
Rear 818 Meadow Ave.,Scranton, PA

Tel. 344-3495 • Fax 344-3374

WALSH
SHEET METAL, INC.

Scranton, PA - 570-344-8980

• Business Printing •
• Commercial Printing •

• Color Printing •
• Digital Color Copies •

• Direct Mail •

OLESKI
ELECTRIC

Commercial &
Residential

489-8750
Reg. #PA044576

TURI STUDIO OF DANCE
1428 Pittston Ave.,
Scranton, PA 18505

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
HipHop • Ballroom • Flamenco

Ages 3 to adult
Call (570) 561-5858 for info!

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Martinez Landscaping
“Where quality comes first.”

For all your landscaping needs 
Layout & designs, trees & shrubs, gravel, gutters, lawn 
maintenance, weed & grub control, hardscape, patios, 
retaining walls, pavers, concrete walks, snow removal

Call 570-687-5129

Se Habla Español

Especialista en Leyes de InmigraciÓn

Ofrecemos los Servicios de:

- Defensa en Deportación
- Residencia permanente
- Asilo
- Naturalización 
- Immigración Familiar
- Visas Matrimoniales
- Solicitud de Visa
- Casos de Abuso Conyugal
- Status de Proteccion Temporera

Llame   Al   570.558.6262
Bank Towers Building

321 Spruce Street, Suite 509, Scranton, PA 18503
tracey@tmhlawoffices.com

Miembro de la Asociación Americana Abogada de inmigración


