
March 1, 2020 

First Sunday of Lent 

 

 

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH 

 

Nativity of Our Lord Church  

633 Orchard Street, Scranton  

 

Holy Name of Jesus Church 

1414 E. Elm Street, Scranton 

 

Phone: (570) 344-6159       

Email: office@stjnparish.org 

Website: stjnparish.org 

 

Parish Office Hours:   

 Monday  9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 Tuesday  9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

 Thursday   CLOSED 

 Friday  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 3:30-4:00 p.m.  

Nativity Lower Church.  

Anytime by appointment. 

 

We 

LENTEN REFLECTION — JESUS WALKS WITH US 

 

 Each year as we begin the season of Lent, we hear the account of the 

temptations of Jesus in the wilderness. At first glance, this story seems ra-

ther cartoonish. After all, it’s common knowledge that if a man with horns 

and hooves and a pitchfork tells you to turn stones into bread or do other 

such things, just say ‘no’!  But maybe it’s not that simple. If we move deeper 

into Matthew’s stylized account of the temptations, we find Jesus to be in a 

very vulnerable state as he begins his public ministry. The temptations Jesus 

confronted during those forty desert days were palpable reminders of the 

challenges and resistance he would face during his ministry. 

 

Turn stones into bread: The evil one is not so much coaxing Jesus into 

making fast-food as much as he is trying to rupture Jesus’ trust in God’s 

goodness manifested through the generosity of others. Can Jesus trust that 

God will provide through vastly imperfect human means? In overcoming this 

first temptation, Jesus affirms his belief that God’s goodness can still work 

through our broken human nature. Indeed, many will provide for Jesus dur-

ing his years of ministry. In turn, Jesus will take the simple generosity of 

others – as he did with five loaves and two fish – and transform it into over-

abundant goodness.  

 

Throw yourself down: Imagine the crowds that would follow Jesus if he 

floated down like a feather after jumping off the Temple tower! Jesus resists 

the devil’s ploy to gain followers through magic tricks and parlor games. In 

reality, Jesus is tempted to ask: Is the message of the Gospel not convincing 

enough? Are love, mercy, and humility unglamorous and thus, unimportant? 

Yet Jesus overcomes this second temptation, aware that God’s Word is not a 

tantalizing fad, but a seed that must be planted and nourished in order to 

bear good fruit.  

 

Prostrate yourself and worship me: In this final temptation, Jesus wres-

tles with the prospect of failure. He has no army, no political power, no 

money. Jesus’ words and actions will bring healing to some and will chal-

lenge others. Jesus was very much aware the fate of prophets and gadflies 

in his time. Why must Jesus undergo the trials and sufferings of an outcast? 

Would it not be more efficient if Jesus just side-stepped his mission in order 

to avoid his inevitable rejection? Once more, Jesus overcomes Satan. De-

spite the risks, Jesus knows that the only way forward is fidelity to God’s 

mission of love. Only the way of the Cross can save!  

 

 As we begin our Lenten journey together, each one of us will need to 

confront those burning questions in the depths of our hearts: Can we trust 

that God will provide for 

our needs through the 

generosity of other peo-

ple? Do we believe that 

that Gospel message can 

still transform our lives? 

What is our mission and 

how do we live it out 

with fidelity? As we wan-

der the wilderness, do 

not fear – Jesus walks 

with us!   

       -Fr. Ryan  



WELCOME  

Your presence is an encouragement to our parish commu-

nity. It is our hope that you have experienced the joy of 

our Eucharistic Celebration and that you feel welcome with 

a desire to join us again. If you are new to the community 

and wish to join our parish, call the parish office at 570-

344-6159. 

 

BIENVENIDOS  

Su presencia es un gran animo hacia nuestra comunidad 

de la parroquia. Es nuestra esperanza de que hayan goza-

do la experiencia de nuestra Celebración Eucarística y que 

se sientan bienvenidos con el deseo de unirse a nosotros 

otra vez. Si usted es nuevo en la comunidad y desea unir-

se a nuestra parroquia contacte la oficina al numero 570-

344-6159. 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. John Neumann Parish see the Eu-

charist as source and summit of our joyful faith. Our 

united purpose is building a deeper spirituality through 

loving neighbor and witnessing the Gospel to the world. 

 

MASS  SCHEDULE  &  INTENTIONS 

MARCH 2 - 8, 2020 

 

Monday 12:10 p.m. Michael McKeel 

   at Nativity     by Jack & Suzanne Horishny 

 

Tuesday 8:00 a.m. Msgr. Francis Beeda 

   at Holy Name   by Priests’ Purgatorial Soc. 

 

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. Michael Ward 

   at Holy Name   by Lois & Casper Noto 

 

Thursday 8:00 a.m. Joseph Greco 

   at Nativity    by Hank Sammon 

 

Friday 8:00 a.m. Thomas Simrell 

   at Holy Name    by Mary McDonald 

 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. Fulvia Valdez &  

   at Nativity    Amable Perdomo 

     by Beatrice 

 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. People of the Parish 

   at Holy Name   by The Parish 

 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Jason D. Buffington 

   at Nativity     by Mary Clark 

 

Sunday 12:30 p.m. Maria Auelina Samora 

   at Nativity (Spanish)  by Family 
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ANNIVERSARY  

PRAYER 

 

Loving and gracious God, we 

praise and thank you for the 

many gifts you have given us 

in Saint John Neumann Parish. 

Teach us to live worthily in the 

spirit of our Baptism which 

makes us all children of God 

and sisters and brothers of 

Jesus Christ, the first-born of 

the family of God.  

 

Through the intercession of Saint John Neumann, we 

ask that we may be open to hear and embrace the 

truth of Your Living Word through our Worship and our 

dedication to Service and Community. May we be in-

spired during this Tenth Anniversary Year to proclaim 

the good news within our own lives and circumstances 

as Stewards and Leaders of our Parish. We ask this in 

your name, Our Holy Redeemer.  Amen 

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE 

will be burning in reverence and petition 

this week at Nativity, in loving memory of 

MARY DOROTHY CUMMINGS 

Requested by Marita McGoff 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 

The parish welcomes new members to serve as Eucha-

ristic Ministers, Lectors, Cantors and Servers. Consider 

volunteering your time to serve in one of these minis-

tries. To volunteer, see one of our ministry team mem-

bers listed below. 

 

Ministry sign-up books are located on the piano in 

each church.  Please take time to sign up for the Mass 

you are available to be a minister.   

 

Cantor practice continues every Tuesday evening at 

6:30pm in upper church. Once again it is time to pre-

pare for Holy Week and Easter! If you are available to 

sing, please see Ryan Caviston before or after Mass. 

 

MINISTRY TEAM  EMAIL ADDRESS 

Rev. Michael Bryant, Pastor   mbryant@stjnparish.org 

Rev. Ryan Glenn, Assoc. Pastor rglenn@stjnparish.org 

Deacon Albert Giacometti   albgia@msn.com 

Sr. Susan Armbruster, IHM   sarmbrusterihm@gmail.com 

 



WORD COMMUNITY 

FAITH FORMATION  

    Get Ready, Set and GROW! 

 

3/01: Classes 11:20 a.m.-12:30 p.m.;  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

3/04: Classes 5:30 p.m. 

3/08: Classes 11:20 a.m.-12:30 p.m.;  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

3/11:  Classes 5:30 p.m. 

3/15:  Whole Family Mass 10:00 a.m. All Families 

3/15:  Classes 11:20 a.m.-12:30 p.m.;  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

3/18   Classes 5:30 p.m. 

3/18:  Parent Meeting 5:30 p.m. EP2, RCIC2 & CS 

3/22:  Classes 11:20 a.m.-12:30 p.m.;  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

3/25:  Classes 5:30pm 

3/29:  Classes 11:20 a.m.-12:30 p.m.;  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

 

Service Opportunities for CP1 and CP2 students: 

We are in need of students to make “plarn” by cutting 

plastic bags used to make mats for the homeless.  Bags 

are in the resource room.  This can be done at home or 

in the gym on Wednesday nights from 5:00-6:30. Text 

Sr. Suzie if you can help. Shamrock Heart project is 

March 11, 12 and 13. Help make corsages and bouton-

nieres to be distributed to nursing facilities and hospi-

tals for St. Patrick’s Day. Registration is happening 

NOW contact Sister Suzie for registration information. 

 

Retreat for First Eucharist is scheduled for March 

22, 11:30-3:00 in the school auditorium.  ALL students 

preparing for First Eucharist are required to attend 

which includes students in EP2, RCIC2 and parishioners 

that attend Catholic Schools.  Looking forward to shar-

ing this special time with our children! 

SENIOR LUNCH 

Each month we arrange a lunch happening at one of 

the area local eateries. It is an opportunity to gather 

with parishioners and friends, share a meal and a laugh 

or two!  Our luncheon is typically the 2

nd

 Wednesday of 

the month -reservations are needed the Monday of the 

same week. If you have questions or need a ride, 

please call Sr. Suzie at 570-344-6159. Our next date is 

Wednesday, March 11 at Aldo’s (Taylor Walmart Plaza). 

 

WOMEN OF FAITH - PRAYER AND TEA 

ALL women are welcome to come aside for an hour of 

prayer and sharing while sipping a warm cup of tea. We 

typically gather the 3

rd

 Wednesday of each month at 

12:30 in the rectory dining room. Our March Tea will be 

Wednesday, March 18. 

 

PYSANKI EGG DECORATING CLASS 

A Ukrainian tradition is the art of creating painted hol-

low eggs during the season of Lent.  Our Lenten work-

shop on Monday, March 9 is now filled. For those reg-

istered, workshop will be held in resource room, lower 

rectory from 6:30-8:30pm Cost is $20.00 and includes 

all materials. Please make payment by Friday, March 6 

in the parish office. 

 

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT 

During Lent our parish will host a day of retreat for sen-

ior adults or any adult that would like to come aside to 

enjoy reflection, quiet prayer time, Mass, and time to 

bask in the gentle love of our God while refreshing your 

spirit. The day of reflection/retreat is Wednesday, 

April 1, 9:30-3:30 p.m. at the IHM Center. The cost is 

$15.00 and includes a light breakfast, snacks and lunch. 

The retreat day will be led by Sr. Suzie Armbruster IHM 

and Sr. Mary Ellen Higgins IHM. The center has plenty 

of parking, is handicap accessible and offers a spacious, 

peaceful setting. To find out more or if you are interest-

ed in attending, contact Sister Suzie 344-6159 ext. 161. 

This will be a great way to prepare for Easter. This re-

treat is open to everyone so please extend the invita-

tion to neighbors and friends. 

 

“WATCHMAN PROGRAM”  Caring for our senior 

parishioners. With a growing population of senior 

adults in our parish, we are offering the “Watchman 

Program”. Help us identify seniors (75+) who would 

benefit from a friendly phone call. Secondly, we are 

asking volunteers from the parish community who are 

willing to be the caller and friendly voice of STJN.  Calls 

can be once a week or bi-weekly, and you may want to 

call one individual or you may have time to call 2 or 3 

individuals. We live in a busy time and so often our 

busy days keep us from reaching out to our neighbors; 

our seniors.  If you would be willing to be a volunteer 

caller, please contact Sister Suzie 344-6159 ext. 161. If 

you know of a senior that would benefit from a friendly 

call each week, contact Sr.Suzie with name of person 

and phone number. We will follow up with the senior. 

“Comedy Night”  March 28, 2020 sponsored by Holy 

Cross High School Parent Club, 501 East Drinker Street, 

Dunmore.  Doors open at 5:30 p.m.  Admission is $25.00 

by reservation only. Price includes three separate comedy 

acts, dinner buffet, beer and non-alcoholic beverages, des-

serts and door prizes.  Must be 21 to attend.  Raffle table 

and 50/50 chances will be available. BYOB event.  For tick-

ets or info. contact Renee Hanna at 570-614-3727.  

CURSILLO ULTREYA   March 8, 2:00-4:00 pm 

 

Cursillo (pronounced cur-see-yo) is Spanish for little 

course, specifically in the teachings of Jesus. The goal 

of the Cursillo Movement is to make Christ the prime 

influence in society. 

Join us from 2:00 to 

4:00, Sunday after-

noon, March 8, in 

the school gym, as we 

gather together to 

share our Catholic faith through prayer, conversation, 

and reflection. There will be light refreshments. Have 

questions? Call Julie Walsh (570)903-4527. 



STEWARDSHIP SERVICE — STJN 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP UP TO THE PLATE    (C.I.C. Dinner) 

Each month parishioners volunteer to cook a meal or 

something towards a meal for those who visit Commu-

nity Intervention Center. The dinner is the 3

rd

 Satur-

day of every month. If you are able to cook a dish for 

this meal you may drop off your “dish” to the rectory 

the Friday before, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. or Sat-

urday morning before 11:00. This is a great Lenten pro-

ject for families and for those in our Confirmation pro-

gram. Some suggested items are: casseroles, pasta 

dishes, chili, soups, whimpies with rolls, homemade 

desserts such as brownies or cookies. They feed be-

tween 50-75 people a day, and they appreciate all meal 

items. Sign-up boards are available in the back of both 

worship sites or you may call Terry Millard at 570-430-

1690 or Anne Talerico at 570-614-3633. Our next parish 

date is Saturday, March 21. 

 

BROWN BAG MINISTRY.  

Through your generous donations of food, time and 

energy we continue to make lunches for our homeless 

brothers and sisters in our area on the 1

st

 Sunday of the 

month immediately following the 10:00 Mass. Join us in 

the auditorium. Donated items are always appreci-

ated, please see sign-up sheets in the back of church. 

For more information call Carl or Trish Kmiec at: Our 

next lunch making is Sunday, March 1, 11:20am.   

 

BAGS OF BLESSINGS is about to begin!   

This weekend we will be providing gallon size ziplock 

bags, along with a list of requested items.  We are ask-

ing parishioners to “take and fill” a bag and then return 

filled bags to be distributed to homeless in our area 

shelters.  Our hope is to fill 100 bags during the Lenten 

season. If you can’t fill a whole bag and would rather 

purchase suggested items to be inserted in bags, we 

are looking for hand warmers, toe warmers, small flash-

lights (with batteries), bars of soap, tooth brushes, 

tooth paste, deodorant, socks, gloves, rain ponchos, 

small packs of tissues, mints/candies that come in small 

tins and other items that would be helpful to those who 

have no place to call home.  Judy and Molly White will 

be coordinating this Lenten project. 

INCOME / EXPENSE REPORT 

 

February 16, 2020 February 17, 2019 

Tithe  $  3,944.00  $ 3,920.00 

Loose  $    881.59  $    565.99 

Other  $  2,055.00 $ 4,187.00 

Total  $  6,880.59 $ 8,672.99 

 

Feb.10-16 Expenses paid from gen. acct. $25,303.39 

 

2019 Financial Statements are available on request by 

calling the parish office at 570-344-6159. Please note: 

Statements will only be mailed to those who request it. 

One Body. 

 Many Gifts. 

We would like to thank  

TMH LAW OFFICES, LLC 

for sponsoring an ad in our bulletin. 

The New Pot of Gold Club! 

 

Join the next Pot of Gold Club! 

New Club starts on April 1, 2020 

Membership numbers on sale now! 

 

You may choose your own number until March 30 (if it 

is still available). After that, you may pick a sealed en-

velope for your number.  Call for details 570-344-6159. 

 

GET YOUR LUCKY NUMBER TODAY!! 

Your number does not automatically renew to you. 

FAITH QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

 

Adults:  What helpful advice could you offer 

someone faced with a temptation? 

 

Kids:  What helps you do the right thing 

when you want to do something wrong? 



LEADERSHIP 
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Faith Sharing Groups for Lent 

Groups gather for 4 weeks, in parish  

rectory, led by the Parish Ministry Team.  

Resource: Walking with Jesus: A Bible Study  

for Learning the Art of Accompaniment. 

 

Mondays, 7:00-8:00 pm, March 2–23  

led by Fr. Michael & Sr. Suzie 

 

Tuesdays, 11:00 am–12 noon, March 3–24,  

led by Deacon Al & Sr. Suzie 

 

Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 pm, March 4–25,  

led by Fr. Ryan, (Spanish) 

 

Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 pm, March 4–25,  

led by Sr. Suzie  (Young Adult Group) 

 

Fridays, 6:30-7:30 am, March 6–27,  

led by Frs. Ryan & Michael  (Men’s Group) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Stations  

at Noon and 7 PM 

 

Walk the journey with Jesus 

and his disciples on his way 

to the cross. Stations are 

prayed in Nativity Church: 

 

12 Noon Stations in English 

7 PM Stations in Spanish 

 

 

 

 

 

Reconciliation  

 

The Light is on for You 

Each Monday priests offer God’s for-

giveness through the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation - at Nativity Church 

 

Mondays of Lent, 5:30-7:00 pm 

 

Sunday, March 29, 5:00-6:00 pm 

Faith Formation children and  

parents, Grades 6, CP1 &CP2 

Services of Reconciliation  

 

Wednesday, April 1, 7:00 pm 

Parish Communal Service 

 

Wednesday, April 1, 5:30-6:30pm 

Faith Formation children and parents 

Grades EP2, 3, 4 & 5, RCIC2 

 

 

March 5 St. Anthony & St. Rocco Parish 

7:00 p.m. 303 Smith St., Dunmore 

 Rev. William Petruska 

 

March 12 St. John Neumann Parish 

7:00 p.m. 633 Orchard St., Scranton 

 Rev. Andy Kurovsky 

March 19 St. Paul of the Cross Parish 

7:00 p.m. 1217 Prospect Ave., Scranton 

 Very Rev. Francis Marini 

March 26 Prince of Peace Parish 

7:00 p.m. 123 Grace St., Old Forge 

 Msgr. Walter Rossi 

April 2 Divine Mercy Parish 

7:00 p.m. 312 Davis St., Scranton 

 Rev. Brian Clark 

 

One Family’s Journey 

 

A Story of Conversion 

and Rekindling My 

Love for Catholicism 

 

offered by  

Chris and Cassie Haw 

 

Sunday, March 15,  

11:30 am-12:30 pm 

 

in the school auditorium 

 

 

 

 

 

Retreats to Nourish Our Journey 

 

SPANISH RETREAT  

Conversion and Evangelization 

Saturday, March 21, 1:00-5:00 pm, Parish Gym 

facilitated by Fr. Ryan and Parish Team 

 

SENIORS RETREAT – Living Waters 

Wednesday, April 1, 9:30 am–3:00 pm at IHM Center, 

facilitated by Sr. Suzie & Sr. Mary Ellen Higgins, IHM 



Linda Sebastian Frantz, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine

963-0977
Bryan J. Frantz, D.M.D., M.S.

Board Certified Periodontics & Dental Implants

344-3344
Frantz Professional Building

1039 O’Neill Highway, Dunmore, PA 18512

Mike Burke 
Plumbing, 
Heating & 

Drain Cleaning
Phone: 570-346-4187
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August A. Haas, Supervisor
Traditional Funerals • Prearranged Funerals

Cremation Services
August J. Haas Funeral Home, Inc.

202-204 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505
Off - Street Parking 

Phone 570-343-4064
www.augusthaasfuneralhome.com

Casket Display Room • Handicapped Accessible

Neil W. Regan Funeral Home
(570) 343-6416 

1900 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania 18505

Call for Details on the Advantages of 
Pre-Planned Funerals...Before the Need Arises
NEIL W. REGAN Funeral Director - Supervisor
BRENDAN PATRICK REGAN Funeral Director
BARBARA REGAN-CHILLEMI Funeral Director

¿Ayuda de 
inmigración?
570-507-2971
DANIELLE M. ROSS, ESQUIRE
Contactáme ..... ¡Puedo ayudar!
• Inmigración • Criminal • Accidentes de Auto
• Proceso de Deportación • Divorcio / Custodia • Lesiones de Trabajo
• Formas de lnmigración • Adopciones • Testamentos
Oficina: 240 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 1850

Abogados...en tu idioma

Gerard Hetman 
Electrical Contractor

For all your 
electrical needs
570-961-0500

Mon to Fri 9AM - 8PM
Sat 9AM - 6PM  Sun 9AM - 12:30PM

1502 Pittston Avenue

Andrew
 Brown’s
 DRUG STORE

Phone 346-7319

Architectural and Mechanical Design
AC-Heating-Ventilation-Ornamental
Rear 818 Meadow Ave.,Scranton, PA

Tel. 344-3495 • Fax 344-3374

WALSH
SHEET METAL, INC.

Scranton, PA - 570-344-8980

• Business Printing •
• Commercial Printing •

• Color Printing •
• Digital Color Copies •

• Direct Mail •

OLESKI
ELECTRIC

Commercial &
Residential

489-8750
Reg. #PA044576

TURI STUDIO OF DANCE
1428 Pittston Ave.,
Scranton, PA 18505

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
HipHop • Ballroom • Flamenco

Ages 3 to adult
Call (570) 561-5858 for info!

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Martinez Landscaping
“Where quality comes first.”

For all your landscaping needs 
Layout & designs, trees & shrubs, gravel, gutters, lawn 
maintenance, weed & grub control, hardscape, patios, 
retaining walls, pavers, concrete walks, snow removal

Call 570-687-5129

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today! 
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453


