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ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH 

 

Nativity of Our Lord Church  

633 Orchard Street, Scranton  

 

Holy Name of Jesus Church 

1414 E. Elm Street, Scranton 

 

Phone: (570) 344-6159       

Email: office@stjnparish.org 

Website: stjnparish.org 

 

Parish Office Hours:   

 Monday  9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 Tuesday  9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

 Thursday   CLOSED 

 Friday  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 3:30-4:00 p.m.  

Nativity Lower Church.  

Anytime by appointment. 

 

We 

LENTEN REFLECTION - JESUS ALWAYS RAISES US UP 

 

 “He stinketh,” Martha protests as Jesus suggests they roll away the stone 

from Lazarus’ tomb.  Her brother Lazarus, dead now for four days, will certain-

ly carry the stench of decay. Thus, in polite language taken from the King 

James version of the Bible, we hear: “He stinketh.” 

 

 Really, this line from today’s Gospel is revelatory of the unfolding narra-

tive…. the whole situation stinks! Mary and Martha must face the fact that 

their life is utterly changed. The sisters from Bethany mourn what once was 

and now face an uncertain future without Lazarus.  Prior to the sleep of death, 

as Lazarus declined in health, he too must’ve struggled with his inevitable fate. 

Then, death comes. Lazarus lies silent, wrapped in burial cloths in the cold, 

dark tomb.  

 

 It doesn’t take much imagination to apply these elements from the Gospel 

of John to our own situation today. The outbreak of COVID-19 has utterly 

changed the normalcy of our lives. Our calendars, once filled with celebrations, 

are now eerily empty. We wrestle with what the future holds regarding our 

health, our jobs, and our finances. 

We watch as the number of con-

firmed virus cases rise each day, and 

with that, the number of deaths. The 

quarantine forced upon us, though 

very necessary, is much like a tomb 

experience. We struggle with our 

own powerlessness and vulnerability 

in this bleak time.  

 

 “And Jesus wept.” This is Jesus’ 

reaction to the deeply painful experi-

ences that surrounded him. Jesus is 

saddened that his good friends Mary 

and Martha must share in the sorrow 

of grief and uncertainty. Jesus groans and cries because of the loss of dear 

friend, Lazarus. Jesus sobs at the reality of death and the darkened tomb, a 

reality he will soon face and a reality that every person must endure. The 

whole situation stinks. And so, “Jesus wept.” 

 

 Of course, this is not the end of the story. Neither Lazarus’ story, nor our 

own, ends with Jesus crying at the stench-filled tomb. Rather, Jesus acts. Je-

sus manifests God’s undying love by raising Lazarus from the tomb. Jesus 

demonstrates that divine love has no limits; it even pushes to the realm of the 

dead. Jesus alone is the Resurrection and the Life who transforms our experi-

ences of mourning, sorrow, and death itself. 

 

 As we go through these upcoming weeks of uncertainty, we remember 

that Jesus suffers alongside us. As we endure our own tomb experience due to 

this current pandemic, we look to Jesus to transform us into a people of Life 

and Resurrection. With the love of Jesus, we can confidentially endure the 

darkness of this current moment. We look for the every-day moments when 

God’s love proves to be stronger than the power of death. Even as we weep 

and mourn – as we admit that this time really does stink – may we never for-

get that in Jesus, God’s limitless love will find us. As Lazarus once experienced 

and as we soon will know, Jesus always raises us up.             -Fr. Ryan 



WELCOME - BIENVENIDOS  

Your presence is an encouragement to our parish com-

munity, even as you join us online. It is our hope that 

you have experienced the joy of our Eucharistic Cele-

bration no matter how you celebrate with us. We hope 

you feel welcome with a desire to join us again when 

we return to our churches. If you are new to the com-

munity and wish to join our parish, call the parish office 

at 570-344-6159. 

 

Su presencia es un gran animo hacia nuestra comuni-

dad de la parroquia, si incluso te unes a nosotros "en 

línea." Es nuestra esperanza de que hayan gozado de 

nuestra celebracion Eucaristica y se sientan bien-

venidos, no importa cómo lo celebres con nosotros. Y 

es nuestra esperanza de que tiene el deseo de unirse a 

nosotros otra vez cuando volvamos a nuestra iglesia. Si 

usted es nuevo en la comunidad y desea unirse a nues-

tra parroquia, contacte la oficina: 570-344-6159. 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. John Neumann Parish see the Eu-

charist as source and summit of our joyful faith. Our 

united purpose is building a deeper spirituality through 

loving neighbor and witnessing the Gospel to the world. 

 

Nosotros la gente de la Parroquia a de San Juan Neu-

mann vemos la Eucaristía como una fuente y manantial 

de fe gozosa. Nuestro propósito de unidad es construir 

una profunda espiritualidad a través de amar al vecino 

y ser testigos de Evangelio hacia el mundo.   

Worship 
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ANNIVERSARY  PRAYER 

 

Loving and gracious God, 

we praise and thank you for 

the many gifts you have 

given us in Saint John Neu-

mann Parish. Teach us to 

live worthily in the spirit of 

our Baptism which makes us 

all children of God and sis-

ters and brothers of Jesus 

Christ, the first-born of the 

family of God.  

 

Through the intercession of Saint John Neumann, we 

ask that we may be open to hear and embrace the 

truth of Your Living Word through our Worship and our 

dedication to Service and Community. May we be in-

spired during this Tenth Anniversary Year to proclaim 

the good news within our own lives and circumstances 

as Stewards and Leaders of our Parish. We ask this in 

your name, Our Holy Redeemer.  Amen 

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY MASS. Connect with us 

through YouTube or Facebook to pray with us as we 

celebrate Sunday Mass. All of your intentions are being 

remembered in our prayers. STJN website is stjnpar-

ish.org and on Face Book we are St. John Neumann 

Parish Scranton PA. Like us to stay connected. 

 

PRAYER FOR A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION.  

As we come together to celebrate mass through TV, live 

stream or You Tube, here is a prayer for preparation: 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things, and I 

desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at 

this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were 

already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never 

permit me to be separated from you. Amen.  

 

We look forward to the day when we can come to the 

table together in person. 

 

LENTEN PRAYER PARTNERS: As we continue 

through our Lenten journey isn’t it wonderful to know 

that we are united in prayer If you picked a card with 

the name of another parishioner, please keep them in 

prayer and know they are praying for you during these 

Lenten days. 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES. The parish welcomes 

new members to serve as Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, 

Cantors and Servers. Consider volunteering your time to 

serve in one of these ministries. To volunteer, contact 

one of our ministry team members.   

 

CANTOR PRACTICES on Tuesday evenings have been 

postponed until further notice.  

 

Our Lenten Journey To-

gether has changed quite 

dramatically. We have 

entered into a second Lent in some ways (see prayer 

reflection on our Leadership page), and it certainly is 

presenting to us challenges we may not have expected. 

 

 We will continue to offer you, in your homes, a Sun-

day liturgy in English and in Spanish. You can view on 

our parish webpage (www.stjnparish.org) or on our 

Facebook page (www.facebook.com/stjnparish). Thank 

you to the many people who expressed their gratitude 

for last Sunday’s liturgy. 

 

 Thank you also for all those who were able to send 

us their weekly giving through mail or online. We ap-

preciate it greatly and it helps us very much in paying 

our monthly bills. The continuation of your generosity is 

most appreciated.  Peace.  Fr. Michael 

MINISTRY TEAM  EMAIL ADDRESS 

Rev. Michael Bryant, Pastor   mbryant@stjnparish.org 

Rev. Ryan Glenn, Assoc. Pastor rglenn@stjnparish.org 

Deacon Albert Giacometti   albgia@msn.com 

Sr. Susan Armbruster, IHM   sarmbrusterihm@gmail.com 



WORD COMMUNITY 

FAITH FORMATION  

     

ALL Classes, programs and parent meet-

ings are postponed until further notice due to 

the restrictions announced by the Diocese and State in 

compliance with the CDC.  

 

FIRST EUCHARIST FOR OUR CHILDREN that was 

scheduled for Sunday, May 3 has been postponed. At 

this time, we do not have a new date until we know 

when we will be able to come together again as a par-

ish family in person. But do know, we will give you 

plenty of notice when a decision is made. In the mean-

time, take time as a family to watch our weekly Sunday 

Mass on YouTube or Facebook. On our website under 

Faith Formation, there are many ideas to continue 

growing your child’s faith during these times. Again, if 

you need help, please do not hesitate to contact Sister 

Suzie through Remind, email, text or phone.  You and 

your children are in our prayers. 

 

COMMUNICATING THROUGH THESE UNCHARTED 

DAYS!  We will try as best as possible to communicate 

with you regarding changes and updates with parish 

life.  There are 3 current ways that we utilize to keep 

parishioners and parents current with our updates. Our 

Facebook page is www.facebook.com/stjnparish. The 

parish website is www.stjnparish.org. The Faith For-

mation program, which includes sacramental prep clas-

ses; EP1, EP2, CP1, CP2, RCIC2 and RCIT as well as 

classes for grades K,3,4,5 and 6 will continue to be up-

dated through the REMIND app.  This is especially nec-

essary for ALL children preparing for sacraments this 

Spring.   

 

If you are not connected through REMIND, it is ex-

tremely important that you do this so as to stay in 

touch. Directions can be found on our website at the 

address above. You may reach me through the RE-

MIND app, emailing me at sarmbrusterihm-

@gmail.com, text to my cell or call my cell: 252-

670-7906. Please do not hesitate to contact me.  

What is most important is that we are journeying 

through these days together. 

 

POSTPONED: “Senior Lunch - Lunching Together”, 

”Women of Faith - Prayer and Tea” and our “Senior 

Adult Retreat - Day of Reflection” have all been post-

poned. We pray for everyone’s safety and wellness.  

  

“WATCHMAN PROGRAM” Caring for our senior 

parishioners. The watchman program has taken on a 

new goal during this time of Covid-19. We have begun 

calling our seniors over 75 to keep connected, find out 

needs and especially to listen to them during these 

times. If we have not reached you yet, we will!  We are 

starting with the oldest members and working back-

wards.  If you know of someone else who should be on 

our call list, please call 570-344-6159 ext. 161 and we 

will contact them. 

 

SENIORS NEEDING GROCERIES or food deliver-

ies: Please contact Sister Suzie at 252-670-7906.  We 

are working with Friends of the Poor to deliver senior 

food boxes to those who can not get out to shop. Box-

es are prepared with essential items and delivered to 

your house. There is also a program that is making gift 

cards available, from certain restaurants, for seniors. 

For more information, call Sister’s cell: 252-670-7906. 

 

——————————————————————————— 

 

FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS: Catholic Social Services and 

Friends of the Poor are working hard to provide grocer-

ies to those in need. In response to COVID-19 and the 

recommendations of Gov. Wolf, Friends of the Poor will 

be operating with limited hours. The health and well-

being of our volunteers and those we serve is of the 

utmost importance to us.  

  

FOOD PANTRIES: 

Jackson Terrace, 148 Meridian Ave. Scranton 

Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Valley View Terrace, Bldg.#9, 950 Pear St. Scranton 

Open Monday—Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 

All other Friends of the Poor pantry locations are CLOSED. 

 

We ask that anyone visiting our pantry locations 

maintain social distancing and be patient with 

our volunteers as we work to provide for all 

needs and to maintain safe and healthy practices. 

 

FRIENDS OF THE POOR — FOOD GIVEAWAY 

Wednesday, April 1  

COVID-19 Emergency Drive-Through Food Giveaway: 

Open to the Public 2:30 to 5:30 p.m., 320 South 

Blakely Street, Dunmore. All 

attendees must remain in 

their vehicle for the safety 

and well-being of all guests 

and volunteers.  Food bags 

will be placed directly in 

your vehicle. 



STEWARDSHIP SERVICE — STJN 

We would like to thank  

PEOPLES SECURITY BANK & TRUST 

for sponsoring an ad in our bulletin. 

The New Pot of Gold Club! 

 

New Club starts on April 1, 2020 

Membership numbers on sale now! 

 

You may choose your own number until March 30 (if it is 

still available). After that, you may pick a sealed enve-

lope for your number.  Call for details 570-344-6159. 

 

GET YOUR LUCKY NUMBER TODAY!! 

Your number does not automatically renew to you. 

FAITH QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

 

Adults:  Christ calls us from death to new 

life. To what new life are you being called 

during this Lent? 

 

Kids:  How does Jesus help you do what is 

good and avoid what is not? 

INCOME / EXPENSE REPORT 

 

    March 15, 2020 March 17, 2019 

Tithe  $  3,579.00  $   4,264.00 

Loose  $     532.90 $      630.04 

Other  $  2,799.00 $   2,511.65 

Total  $  6,910.90  $   7,405.69 

 

Mar.9-15  Expenses paid from gen. acct. $ 12,204.32 

 

Since we are not gathering for Mass, 

we cannot pass the basket, but we still 

need your support to pay the bills. 

 

We have a "One-Time" online giving option for folks to 

tithe during this challenging time. Simply go to our 

homepage, scroll down to online giving, and follow the 

remaining instructions. Or, simply mail your contribution 

to: Saint John Neumann Parish, 633 Orchard St., Scran-

ton PA 18505. Or, drop off your tithe envelopes at the 

parish office mail slot, located at the side door of the 

rectory.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

One Body. 

 Many Gifts. 

NOTICE REGARDING REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR 

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any 

allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement. 

If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest, 

deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of the Dio-

cese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately re-

port the matter to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, 

religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of 

Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a minor has 

been subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexu-

al abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement. 

It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and 

state regulations. In accordance with the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports of 

suspected child abuse should also be made immediately by 

phone to the 24-Hour Child Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1-

800-932-0313 or electronically at www.compass.state.pa. 

us/cwis. To this end, the Diocese is equally committed to 

adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to 

upholding the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protec-

tion of Children and Young People, which includes support-

ing victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional 

and spiritual well-being. As such, information regarding an 

allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be re-

ported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth 

Pacuska at (570-862-7551). 

 

SLOW THE SPREAD 

 

Wash your hands often with 

soap and water for at least 20 

seconds.  

 

Stay home when you are sick. 

 

Clean and disinfect frequently. 

 

STEP UP TO THE PLATE    (C.I.C. Dinner) 

During this time of crisis, we were still able to provide a 

meal for our homeless brothers and sisters. Thank you 

to those who helped in any way to provide this meal. 

Our next meal is scheduled for April 18

th

, however we 

will continue to stay in touch with the folks at CIC to 

monitor if we can or cannot deliver food at that time. 

Continue to watch our bulletin, website and FB page for 

details. Please call the parish office, or call Terry Millard 

at 570-430-1690 or Anne Talerico at 570-614-3633 if 

you want to volunteer to prepare a dish.                                                          

 

BAGS OF BLESSINGS      (Lenten Project) 

Many have been dropping off Bags of Blessings even 

during these hard times. These bags will be distributed 

to homeless in our area shelters. If you can’t fill a whole 

bag and would rather purchase suggested items to be 

inserted in bags, we are looking for hand warmers, toe 

warmers, small flashlights (with batteries), bars of 

soap, tooth brushes, tooth paste, deodorant, socks, 

gloves, rain ponchos, small packs of tissues, mints/

candies that come in small tins and other items that 

would be helpful to those who have no place to call 

home. With the church and parish office presently 

closed, you may drop your donations off on the side 

porch of the rectory. Judy and Molly White are our par-

ish coordinators for this Lenten project.  

 

BROWN BAG MINISTRY 

Brown Bag Ministry scheduled for April 5 has been post-

poned. Please check in with our parish office, website 

or FB page for updated information, or call Carl or Trish 

Kmiec at 570-961-1555 for more information as to 

when we can provide lunches again. 



LEADERSHIP 
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This reflective prayer from A Concord Pastor, a daily 

blog/email anyone can receive, came at the beginning of 

the week. It seems so appropriate and makes a 

thoughtful connection between Lent and our current sit-

uation with COVID 19. May it bring you some peace, 

direction and hope… Fr. Michael 

 

So, Lent’s half over, Lord, and Easter's only three weeks away 

 

In some ways it seems like we've had two Lents: Lent I start-

ed on Ash Wednesday while Lent II began a couple of weeks 

ago with its own social-distanced discipline of self-denial, 

prayer and reaching out to those in need... 

 

Truth is, Lord, I think I'm doing much better with the second 

Lent than with the first and that's because it seems to me 

there's so much more's at stake in Lent II... 

 

Looking back, some of the promises I made for Lent I now 

seem fairly simple, almost easy - not really too demanding... 

 

But what Lent II asks of me really makes an impact on my daily life, my personal freedom, my relationship with others 

- and my relationship with you, Lord... 

 

Lent II is stretching me, changing me, Lord, challenging me to grow - and it's looking like this might go on for more 

than 40 days... 

 

So, I'm halfway to Easter, Lord - but only you know the mile markers on the journey Lent II  has in store for us... 

 

So I pray you'll be with me, Lord, in fact I trust and I know you'll be with me as I make my way on both my Lenten 

paths: let the two converge, Lord, so but one road leads me to Easter's peace and refreshes and strengthens me for the 

journey still ahead... 

 

Give me grace and courage, Lord, to live through sea-

sons I and II: keep me faithful to the shifts and chang-

es, the challenges awaiting me - and all the world 

around me... 

 

Be our strength in temptation, Lord, be our resolve in 

weaker moments, be our hope in the face of fear, our 

life when ours is threatened... 

 

Lord, I offer you this morning my renewed pledge to let 

go what keeps me from your love, to place my hope in 

your merciful presence and to provide, generously, for 

those in need... 

 

I offer you my journey on the way of the Cross, as I 

prepare for Easter and the road that leads from there to 

your healing and your peace...Amen. 

 

    

 



Linda Sebastian Frantz, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine

963-0977
Bryan J. Frantz, D.M.D., M.S.

Board Certified Periodontics & Dental Implants

344-3344
Frantz Professional Building

1039 O’Neill Highway, Dunmore, PA 18512

Mike Burke 
Plumbing, 
Heating & 

Drain Cleaning
Phone: 570-346-4187

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John Neumann, Scranton, PA 04-0680

August A. Haas, Supervisor
Traditional Funerals • Prearranged Funerals

Cremation Services
August J. Haas Funeral Home, Inc.

202-204 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505
Off - Street Parking 

Phone 570-343-4064
www.augusthaasfuneralhome.com

Casket Display Room • Handicapped Accessible

Neil W. Regan Funeral Home
(570) 343-6416 

1900 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania 18505

Call for Details on the Advantages of 
Pre-Planned Funerals...Before the Need Arises
NEIL W. REGAN Funeral Director - Supervisor
BRENDAN PATRICK REGAN Funeral Director
BARBARA REGAN-CHILLEMI Funeral Director

¿Ayuda de 
inmigración?
570-507-2971
DANIELLE M. ROSS, ESQUIRE
Contactáme ..... ¡Puedo ayudar!
• Inmigración • Criminal • Accidentes de Auto
• Proceso de Deportación • Divorcio / Custodia • Lesiones de Trabajo
• Formas de lnmigración • Adopciones • Testamentos
Oficina: 240 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 1850

Abogados...en tu idioma

Gerard Hetman 
Electrical Contractor

For all your 
electrical needs
570-961-0500

Mon to Fri 9AM - 8PM
Sat 9AM - 6PM  Sun 9AM - 12:30PM

1502 Pittston Avenue

Andrew
 Brown’s
 DRUG STORE

Phone 346-7319

Architectural and Mechanical Design
AC-Heating-Ventilation-Ornamental
Rear 818 Meadow Ave.,Scranton, PA

Tel. 344-3495 • Fax 344-3374

WALSH
SHEET METAL, INC.

Scranton, PA - 570-344-8980

• Business Printing •
• Commercial Printing •

• Color Printing •
• Digital Color Copies •

• Direct Mail •

OLESKI
ELECTRIC

Commercial &
Residential

489-8750
Reg. #PA044576

TURI STUDIO OF DANCE
1428 Pittston Ave.,
Scranton, PA 18505

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
HipHop • Ballroom • Flamenco

Ages 3 to adult
Call (570) 561-5858 for info!

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Martinez Landscaping
“Where quality comes first.”

For all your landscaping needs 
Layout & designs, trees & shrubs, gravel, gutters, lawn 
maintenance, weed & grub control, hardscape, patios, 
retaining walls, pavers, concrete walks, snow removal

Call 570-687-5129

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today! 
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453


