
April 5, 2020 

Palm Sunday 

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH 

 

Nativity of Our Lord Church  

633 Orchard Street, Scranton  

Holy Name of Jesus Church 

1414 E. Elm Street, Scranton 

 

Phone: (570) 344-6159       

Email: office@stjnparish.org 

Website: stjnparish.org 

 

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO CONDUCT  

PARISH BUSINESS BY TELEPHONE 

OR BY EMAIL WHEN POSSIBLE. 

Please practice social distancing if 

you find it necessary to enter the 

parish office.  Thank you. 

 

Temporary Parish Office Hours:   

 Monday  9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 Tuesday  9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 Thursday   CLOSED 

 Friday  9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 3:30-4:00 p.m.  

Nativity Lower Church.  

Anytime by appointment. 

 

We 

Lenten Reflection –  

The Paradox of God’s Consistent Love 

Each year, I find the commemoration of Holy Week to be a stark series of par-

adoxes. Palm Sunday begins with green sprouts raised high and the sweet 

song of Hosanna at Jesus’ arrival. By the time the gospel is read, we join the 

violent crowds in shouting “Crucify him!” Jesus invites his disciples to wash 

each other’s feet. This act, along with the offering of his very Body and Blood 

in the Eucharist, precedes the loneliness of his agony in the garden. The faith-

fulness of Jesus to the Father’s mission of mercy seemingly ends with abject 

failure, abandonment, and death. Holy Saturday’s enclosed tomb has swal-

lowed up and silenced the Word of God.  

 

The only seeming consistency throughout the liturgies of Holy Week is our 

very human and flawed inconsistency! We freely receive from Jesus in times 

of need, but then we neglect him once life become comfortable again. We like 

to follow Jesus when it is convenient, but we hesitate when we encounter the 

inevitable crosses of life. We welcome, but then we abandon. As human be-

ings, we are paradoxes of goodness and sin, fidelity and fickleness.  

 

But there is another consistent element that we encounter during these holiest 

days of the Christian calendar: the paradoxical love of God revealed in Christ 

Jesus. Though “in the form of God, Jesus did not regard equality with God 

something to be grasped at. Rather, Jesus emptied himself and became a 

slave.” Jesus gives everything away, so that we might be full of new and ever-

lasting life. Although we have grossly strayed, Jesus constantly seeks us out to 

be reconciled to God. When we abandoned God and sought our own demise, 

Jesus abandons himself to the wood of the cross to rescue us from the clutch-

es of death. 

 

The glorious paradox 

of this sacred time of 

Holy Week is to know 

that, despite our sins 

and failures, we are 

eternally loved by God. 

During these upcoming 

days, we remember 

that Jesus risks every-

thing for us. As we 

gaze upon Jesus – bat-

tered and bruised up-

on the cross – we see 

how his divine love 

goes to the depths of 

despair and abandon-

ment so that we might 

experience hope and 

the joy of salvation. 

During this year’s Holy 

Week, extraordinary 

for so many reasons, 

may we never forget 

to celebrate the para-

dox of God’s consistent 

love.       -Fr. Ryan 



WELCOME - BIENVENIDOS  

Your presence is an encouragement to our parish com-

munity, even as you join us online. It is our hope that 

you have experienced the joy of our Eucharistic Cele-

bration no matter how you celebrate with us. We hope 

you feel welcome with a desire to join us again when 

we return to our churches. If you are new to the com-

munity and wish to join our parish, call the parish office 

at 570-344-6159. 

 

Su presencia es un gran animo hacia nuestra comuni-

dad de la parroquia, si incluso te unes a nosotros "en 

línea." Es nuestra esperanza de que hayan gozado de 

nuestra celebracion Eucaristica y se sientan bien-

venidos, no importa cómo lo celebres con nosotros. Y 

es nuestra esperanza de que tiene el deseo de unirse a 

nosotros otra vez cuando volvamos a nuestra iglesia. Si 

usted es nuevo en la comunidad y desea unirse a nues-

tra parroquia, contacte la oficina: 570-344-6159. 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. John Neumann Parish see the Eu-

charist as source and summit of our joyful faith. Our 

united purpose is building a deeper spirituality through 

loving neighbor and witnessing the Gospel to the world. 

 

Nosotros la gente de la Parroquia a de San Juan Neu-

mann vemos la Eucaristía como una fuente y manantial 

de fe gozosa. Nuestro propósito de unidad es construir 

una profunda espiritualidad a través de amar al vecino 

y ser testigos de Evangelio hacia el mundo.   

Worship 
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ANNIVERSARY  PRAYER 

 

Loving and gracious God, 

we praise and thank you for 

the many gifts you have 

given us in Saint John Neu-

mann Parish. Teach us to 

live worthily in the spirit of 

our Baptism which makes us 

all children of God and sis-

ters and brothers of Jesus 

Christ, the first-born of the 

family of God.  

 

Through the intercession of Saint John Neumann, we 

ask that we may be open to hear and embrace the 

truth of Your Living Word through our Worship and our 

dedication to Service and Community. May we be in-

spired during this Tenth Anniversary Year to proclaim 

the good news within our own lives and circumstances 

as Stewards and Leaders of our Parish. We ask this in 

your name, Our Holy Redeemer.  Amen 

   

RECONCILIATION:  We remind you that, if a person 

has perfect contrition, one can receive the forgiveness 

of sins, apart from going to confession.  Perfect contri-

tion requires the following three things:  A love of God 

above all else, a sincere desire for the forgiveness from 

sin, and the resolution to go to confession as soon as 

possible when this health crisis subsides. 

 

PRAYER FOR A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION.  

As we come together to celebrate mass through TV, live 

stream or You Tube, here is a prayer for preparation: 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things, and I de-

sire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spirit-

ually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were al-

ready there and unite myself wholly to you. Never per-

mit me to be separated from you. Amen.  

 

We look forward to the day when we can come to the 

table together in person. 

 

LENTEN PRAYER PARTNERS:  

As we continue through our Lenten journey isn’t it won-

derful to know that we are united in prayer If you 

picked a card with the name of another parishioner, 

please keep them in prayer and know they are praying 

for you during these Lenten days. 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 

During these days of staying home, take some time to 

pray and see how you will respond to the call to be an 

engaged member of one of our parish ministries. Are 

you being called to serve as Eucharistic Minister, Lector, 

Cantor or Server?   We’re in this together as a parish. 

 

We have Journeyed Together 

through Lent. It has been a most 

unusual Lent for me and for all of 

you. Now we come to Palm Sun-

day and the disheartening realization that we cannot be 

physically together for Holy Week (see reflection and 

schedule on our Leadership page). Suddenly the emptiness 

and loneliness that Jesus must have experienced as he 

entered Jerusalem and walked with a cross to his death, is 

more real. We share with you in your homes our Holy 

Week liturgies and Easter Sunday. You can view on our 

parish webpage www.stjnparish.org or on our Facebook 

page www.facebook.com/STJNparish. Despite our separa-

tion, we pray and worship together this sacred time of Holy 

Week. Please watch for more information. Again, thank 

you for all who were able to send us their weekly giving 

through mail or online. You may give online at www.stjn 

parish.weshareonline.org. Your kindness, including your 

financial support, is most appreciated.  Peace. Fr. Michael 

MINISTRY TEAM  EMAIL ADDRESS 

Rev. Michael Bryant, Pastor   mbryant@stjnparish.org 

Rev. Ryan Glenn, Assoc. Pastor rglenn@stjnparish.org 

Deacon Albert Giacometti   albgia@msn.com 

Sr. Susan Armbruster, IHM   sarmbrusterihm@gmail.com 



WORD COMMUNITY 

FAITH FORMATION  

     

ALL Classes, programs and parent meet-

ings are postponed until further notice due 

to the restrictions announced by the Diocese 

and State in conformance with CDC. Please stay con-

nected through the REMIND app. We continue to hold 

all of you in prayer.  

 

PRAYING THROUGH THESE TIMES 

There is so much happening each day that at times we 

become overwhelmed with the news.  Now that we are 

all staying at home, it is so important for the children to 

establish a daily routine to help keep focused and de-

veloping good habits. Consider starting your day with 

family prayer, share one idea, person, thing you are 

grateful for and one thing you are looking forward to 

doing that day such as calling a friend or neighbor, 

making a picture or card for someone, taking a walk 

around your yard looking for signs of new life. Then 

together pray an Our Father, Hail Mary or prayer of in-

tentions together.  End by sitting a few minutes in quiet 

with each other.   At the end of the day, come together 

to read a Bible story and pray for God for peaceful 

sleep.  

 

This is such a gift of 

time to slow down, 

make God center of 

your family life and 

remember to smile 

through it all! Check 

out our webpage 

for more ideas. 

 

COMMUNICATING THROUGH THESE UNCHARTED 

DAYS!  We will try as best as possible to communicate 

with you regarding changes and updates with parish 

life.  There are 3 current ways that we utilize to keep 

parishioners and parents current with our updates. Our 

Facebook page is www.facebook.com/stjnparish. The 

parish website is www.stjnparish.org. The Faith For-

mation program, which includes sacramental prep clas-

ses; EP1, EP2, CP1, CP2, RCIC2 and RCIT as well as 

classes for grades K,3,4,5 and 6 will continue to be up-

dated through the REMIND app.  This is especially nec-

essary for ALL children preparing for sacraments this 

Spring.  If you are not connected through REMIND, it is 

extremely important that you do this so as to stay in 

touch. Directions can be found on our website at the 

address above.  

You may reach me through the REMIND app, 

emailing me at sarmbrusterihm-@gmail.com, 

text to my cell or call my cell: 252-670-7906.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me. What is most im-

portant is that we are journeying through these days 

together. 

 

SENIOR GATHERINGS 

Snow did not stop us this year, but all of our senior 

gatherings came to an abrupt halt! We know how 

these gatherings feed our soul as well as provide op-

portunities to socialize with one another.  We may be 

separated for a time but we will gather as soon as we 

can. In the meantime, pray for each other and smile 

when you remember your companions on this journey.  

 

SENIORS NEEDING GROCERIES/food deliveries: 

Please contact Sister Suzie at 252-670-7906. We are 

working with Friends of the Poor to deliver senior food 

boxes to those who can not get out to shop. Boxes are 

prepared with essential items and delivered to your 

house. There is also a program that is making gift 

cards available, from certain restaurants, for seniors. 

For more information, call Sister’s cell: 252-670-7906. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS:  

Catholic Social Services and Friends of the Poor are 

working hard to provide groceries to those in need. In 

response to COVID-19 and the recommendations of 

Gov. Wolf, Friends of the Poor will be operating with 

limited hours. The health and well-being of our volun-

teers and those we serve is of the utmost importance 

to us.  

  

FOOD PANTRIES: 

Jackson Terrace, 148 Meridian Ave. Scranton 

Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Valley View Terrace, Bldg.#9, 950 Pear St. Scranton 

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 

All other Friends of the Poor pantry locations are CLOSED. 

 

We ask that anyone visiting our pantry locations 

maintain social distancing and be patient with 

our volunteers as we work to provide for all 

needs and to maintain safe and healthy practices. 

 

The Easter Food Basket Distribution will be Tues-

day, April 7, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. at Scranton High 

School 63 Munchak Way, Scranton PA 18508.  This will 

be DRIVE-THRU ONLY. Registration will be on site. 

 

Catholic Social Services will continue to provide gro-

ceries here at the Hemlock Street location.  In addition 

to Tuesday hours: 1:00-4:00 p.m. They have now add-

ed a distribution of groceries on Thursdays as well 1:00

-4:00 p.m.  

 

To donate non-perishable 

food items, you may drop 

off items to the rectory 

porch and we will see that 

all items are taken over to 

the pantry.   Thank you. 



STEWARDSHIP SERVICE — STJN 

We would like to thank  

DUPLI CRAFT PRINTING INC. 

for sponsoring an ad in our bulletin. 

The New Pot of Gold Club! 

 

New Club started on April 1, 2020 

Membership numbers on sale now! 

 

Since the Pot of Gold Club has already started, you may 

now pick a sealed envelope for your number. Call for 

details 570-344-6159. 

 

GET YOUR LUCKY NUMBER TODAY!! 

Your number does not automatically renew to you. 

FAITH QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

 

Adults:  We are called to die to ourselves in 

love for others. How do you live that in your 

own life? 

 

Kids:  How do you allow Jesus to live in your 

heart? 

INCOME / EXPENSE REPORT 

 

     March 22, 2020 March 24, 2019 

Tithe  $  1,323.00 $   4,616.00 

Loose  $          .00  $      730.57 

Other  $  3,153.00 $   5,158.00 

Total  $  4,476.00  $ 10,504.57  

 

Mar.16-22  Expenses paid from gen. acct. $10,532.76  

 

Since we are not gathering for Mass, 

we cannot pass the basket, but we still 

need your support to pay the bills. 

 

We have a "One-Time" online giving option for folks to 

tithe during this challenging time. Simply go to our 

homepage, scroll down to online giving, and follow the 

remaining instructions. Or, simply mail your contribution 

to: Saint John Neumann Parish, 633 Orchard St., Scran-

ton PA 18505. Or, drop off your tithe envelopes at the 

parish office mail slot, located at the side door of the 

rectory.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

One Body. 

 Many Gifts. 

WELCOME TO WESHARE  ONLINE GIVING! 

 

Why give online?   

1.  You can share your gifts… Any way you want to. 

When you want to. Where you want to. 

2.  Leave your checkbook at home.  Set up your recur-

ring gift using a credit card, checking or savings ac-

count. 

3.  Your funds are protected. Your donations are auto-

matically transferred to our parish so it’s safer and 

more secure. 

4.  Support our parish consistently,  even if you are 

unable to attend Mass. 

5.  Give on-the-go! Access the site from your mobile 

phone or tablet.  

 

Sign up to give online. 

If you’ve never donated online before, don’t worry, 

signing up is easy! 

1.  Visit www.stjnparish.org  and click “Donate”. 

2.  Click on the collection you wish to donate to. 

3.  Click Recurring Donation (or one-time donation), 

then enter your donation amount and frequency.  

 

Once you’ve added your account information, donations 

will automatically deduct from your account. 

 

SLOW THE SPREAD 

Wash your hands often with soap 

and water for at least 20 seconds.  

 

Stay home. 

 

Clean and disinfect frequently. 

 

“Step Up to the Plate” C.I.C. Dinner During this 

time of crisis, we are still able to provide a meal for our 

homeless brothers and sisters. Our next meal is sched-

uled for April 18. We continue to stay in touch with the 

director of CIC to monitor what can be brought in safely 

to the center. If you would like to donate a dish to-

wards this meal, call Ann Talerico 570-614-3633 or Ter-

ry Millard 570-430-1690 Watch our website or Facebook 

page for updates.                                                         

 

Brown Bag Ministry is being postponed until further 

notice. We appreciate everyone who volunteers with 

the making of the lunches and look forward to when we 

can gather again!  Pray for those who are homeless. 

 

Bags of Blessings Lenten Project: Items for bags 

and completed Bags of Blessings may be dropped off 

on the rectory porch.  Thank you to everyone who pre-

pared or donated toward our Lenten project. Judy and 

Molly White are our parish coordinators and have 

stayed on top of all the great donations. THANK YOU.  

Watchman Program  

Caring for our senior parishioners. The watchman 

program has taken on a new goal during this time of 

Covid-19. We have begun calling our seniors over 75 to 

keep connected, find out needs and especially to listen 

to them during these days of isolation. If we have not 

spoken with you yet, we will! We are starting with the 

oldest members and working through our parish list.  If 

you know of someone else who should be on our call 

list, please call 570-344-6159 ext.161 and we will check 

on them.  In the meantime, pick up the phone and call 

one of your senior neighbors. We are quite sure they 

would love to hear your voice and know you care. 



LEADERSHIP 

April 5, 2020                                                                                                                                                      Palm Sunday 

  

 

 

 

 

                                   Fear and Abundance 

 

 Here are words I shared with a group awhile ago; these last few weeks have blurred together for me with all that 

has been happening or un-happening, so I’m not quite sure who I shared them with or when! They are from Parker 

Palmer in his book Let Your Life Speak: We have places of fear inside us, but we have other places as well – places with 

names like trust and hope and faith. We can choose to lead from one of those places, to stand on ground that is not 

riddled with the fault lines of fear, to move toward others from a place of promise instead of anxiety. As we stand in one 

of those places, fear may remain close at hand and our spirits may still tremble. But now we stand on ground that will 

support us, ground from which we can lead others toward a more trustworthy, more hopeful, more faithful way of being 

in the world. No question about it, these are fearful times – for everyone, and there is nothing wrong in conceding this. 

In fact, it is vital to stand all of us together in this truth.  

 

 Our Ministry Team – Sr. Suzie, Deacon Al, Fr. Ryan and myself – stand with you in the uncertainties of these mo-

ments. But we also have seen in your generous actions and heard from so many of you by name, of your places of trust, 

hope and faith. One of the places where these special graces have always come alive for us has been Holy Week, as we 

journeyed together from Palm/Passion Sunday to Easter Sunday -eating at the table with Jesus and washing the feet of 

the disciples, carrying with Jesus his cross as it brought his life to a physical end, and rising with Jesus to a new life sur-

rounded by the empty tomb and the baptismal promises we professed as a community. 

 

 This year our community will not be together physically for Holy Week. The advancement of COVID 19 virus 

precludes this. But we will be together virtually and spiritually; here is the schedule that you can view through Youtube 

on the Webpage and Facebook: 

 

Palm Sunday Liturgy  (in both English and Spanish), April 5, view after 8 AM 

Please note distribution of palms is postponed until a later date. 

 

Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper, April 9, view at 7:00 PM 

Keeping Watch: Virtual Reverence of the Blessed Sacrament, view from 8:15-9:00 

 

Good Friday, The Passion of The Lord, April 10, view at 12 noon English, 3 PM Spanish 

Check with Facebook/Webpage for other opportunities for prayer throughout Good Friday. 

 

Easter Vigil, April 11, we join the Universal Church by worshiping with Bishop Bambera 

There will NO blessing of Easter foods or baskets. 

 

Easter Sunday Liturgy (in both English and Spanish), April 5, view after 8 AM 

 

 These are truly fearful times. Yet, as Holy Week reminds us: through every experience of the cross, either as indi-

viduals or as a community, with Jesus there can always be a rising to new life in generous abundance. Again, Parker 

Palmer writes: Community doesn’t just create abundance – community is abundance…. Authentic abundance does not 

lie in secured stockpiles of food or cash or influence or affection but in belonging to a community where we can give 

those goods to others who need them – and receive them from others when we are in need.  

 

 In our need, may we pray together this Holy Week, as we have journeyed together this Lent in ways we never 

imagined!     Peace. Fr. Michael 



Linda Sebastian Frantz, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine

963-0977
Bryan J. Frantz, D.M.D., M.S.

Board Certified Periodontics & Dental Implants

344-3344
Frantz Professional Building

1039 O’Neill Highway, Dunmore, PA 18512

Mike Burke 
Plumbing, 
Heating & 

Drain Cleaning
Phone: 570-346-4187
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August A. Haas, Supervisor
Traditional Funerals • Prearranged Funerals

Cremation Services
August J. Haas Funeral Home, Inc.

202-204 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505
Off - Street Parking 

Phone 570-343-4064
www.augusthaasfuneralhome.com

Casket Display Room • Handicapped Accessible

Neil W. Regan Funeral Home
(570) 343-6416 

1900 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania 18505

Call for Details on the Advantages of 
Pre-Planned Funerals...Before the Need Arises
NEIL W. REGAN Funeral Director - Supervisor
BRENDAN PATRICK REGAN Funeral Director
BARBARA REGAN-CHILLEMI Funeral Director

¿Ayuda de 
inmigración?
570-507-2971
DANIELLE M. ROSS, ESQUIRE
Contactáme ..... ¡Puedo ayudar!
• Inmigración • Criminal • Accidentes de Auto
• Proceso de Deportación • Divorcio / Custodia • Lesiones de Trabajo
• Formas de lnmigración • Adopciones • Testamentos
Oficina: 240 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 1850

Abogados...en tu idioma

Gerard Hetman 
Electrical Contractor

For all your 
electrical needs
570-961-0500

Mon to Fri 9AM - 8PM
Sat 9AM - 6PM  Sun 9AM - 12:30PM

1502 Pittston Avenue

Andrew
 Brown’s
 DRUG STORE

Phone 346-7319

Architectural and Mechanical Design
AC-Heating-Ventilation-Ornamental
Rear 818 Meadow Ave.,Scranton, PA

Tel. 344-3495 • Fax 344-3374

WALSH
SHEET METAL, INC.

Scranton, PA - 570-344-8980

• Business Printing •
• Commercial Printing •

• Color Printing •
• Digital Color Copies •

• Direct Mail •

OLESKI
ELECTRIC

Commercial &
Residential

489-8750
Reg. #PA044576

TURI STUDIO OF DANCE
1428 Pittston Ave.,
Scranton, PA 18505

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
HipHop • Ballroom • Flamenco

Ages 3 to adult
Call (570) 561-5858 for info!

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Martinez Landscaping
“Where quality comes first.”

For all your landscaping needs 
Layout & designs, trees & shrubs, gravel, gutters, lawn 
maintenance, weed & grub control, hardscape, patios, 
retaining walls, pavers, concrete walks, snow removal

Call 570-687-5129

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today! 
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453


