
April 26, 2020 

   3rd  Sunday of Easter 

AN EASTER REFLECTION – THE WAY THINGS WERE 

 

 St. Luke alone tells us the beautiful Resurrection story of the two on the 

road to Emmaus and their encounter with Jesus. It has all the elements that we 

heard the previous Sunday in the Acts of Apostles about how the early disciples 

“devoted themselves to the teachings of the apostles and the communal life, to the 

breaking of the bread and to the prayers.” It was through these elements of faith 

that Luke tells us, the two’s “eyes were opened” and “hearts were burning.” The 

same can be said for us, I hope, when we gather on Sundays to remember and 

rebuild those resources of belief from week to week.  

 

 Like yourselves, the challenges of the COVID 19 virus have been incorpo-

rated into my life and my Sunday breaking of the bread. Even though I knew that 

many of you would be sharing in this gathering in a virtual way, staring out at a 

bare church left me with feelings of emptiness and sadness. My eyes would begin 

to open more, when I imagined who was sitting in what pew – despite our encour-

agement to move around many of you still usually sit in the same pew or area! 

Suddenly, I had the faces and names of you at Nativity and Holy Name etched into 

my heart! This made leading us in prayer with vacant pews a little easier.  

 

 It also helped me to realize St. Peter’s words in this week’s Acts of the 

Apostles reading, as he raised his voice to proclaim the Good News of Jesus the 

Nazorean. “God raised him up, releasing him from the throes of death, because it 

was impossible for him to be held by it.” When you’re looking at an empty church 

or keeping at a social distance with mask and gloves, or staying safely at home, it 

is very easy to forget or even lose that resurrection insight of hope offered us by 

Jesus. It can get tiring or even frustrating. As time has gone on, there could be a feeling of futility that has entered into our 

thoughts, leaving us to be downcast like the two walking on the road to Emmaus.  

 

 All of this is very real. I’ve experienced it and I suspect so have you. The danger is when these downcast feelings 

enter our hearts, we want to run away from them or ignore them, and when that happens some people can easily become 

greedy and entitled. They want it to all be over and can easily forget the communal aspect of breaking bread with Jesus 

and our sisters and brothers. All of us want to see an end to this suffering. We are all scared of our financial futures and 

rightly so. However, I cannot let my fears, the unwanted changes in my life plans, or the frustrating emptiness I am experi-

encing, determine what is best for those struggling more than me. As St. Peter suggests in his letter, “the precious blood of 

Christ” seen in the blood and sweat of those working to eliminate this virus (not simply another flu!) and of those who have 

lost loved ones, is far more precious than “perishable things like silver and gold.” 

 

 One of the faces that I see in the bread when I lead us in worship, died this last week of coronavirus. Her children 

“walked” her last road with her at home. When we commended her to God at the cemetery, they needed to remain in their 

cars quarantined because of their precious caregiving. It is these personal sacrifices, and so many more sacrifices offered 

these last few months and, in the months, to come, that we cannot ignore. I pray all of us keep our eyes open and contin-

ue to hold the bread of so many human lives in our hands and do not rush to return to “the way things were.” 

 



WELCOME - BIENVENIDOS  

Your presence is an encouragement to our parish com-

munity, even as you join us online. It is our hope that 

you have experienced the joy of our Eucharistic Cele-

bration no matter how you celebrate with us. We hope 

you feel welcome with a desire to join us again when 

we return to our churches. If you are new to the com-

munity and wish to join our parish, call the parish office 

at 570-344-6159. 

 

Su presencia es un gran animo hacia nuestra comuni-

dad de la parroquia, si incluso te unes a nosotros "en 

línea." Es nuestra esperanza de que hayan gozado de 

nuestra celebracion Eucaristica y se sientan bien-

venidos, no importa cómo lo celebres con nosotros. Y 

es nuestra esperanza de que tiene el deseo de unirse a 

nosotros otra vez cuando volvamos a nuestra iglesia. Si 

usted es nuevo en la comunidad y desea unirse a nues-

tra parroquia, contacte la oficina: 570-344-6159. 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. John Neumann Parish see the Eu-

charist as source and summit of our joyful faith. Our 

united purpose is building a deeper spirituality through 

loving neighbor and witnessing the Gospel to the world. 

 

Nosotros la gente de la Parroquia a de San Juan Neu-

mann vemos la Eucaristía como una fuente y manantial 

de fe gozosa. Nuestro propósito de unidad es construir 

una profunda espiritualidad a través de amar al vecino 

y ser testigos de Evangelio hacia el mundo.   

Worship 
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ANNIVERSARY PRAYER 

 

Loving and gracious God, we 

praise and thank you for the 

many gifts you have given us in 

Saint John Neumann Parish. 

Teach us to live worthily in the 

spirit of our Baptism which makes 

us all children of God and sisters 

and brothers of Jesus Christ, the 

first-born of the family of God.  

 

Through the intercession of Saint John Neumann, we 

ask that we may be open to hear and embrace the 

truth of Your Living Word through our Worship and our 

dedication to Service and Community. May we be in-

spired during this Tenth Anniversary Year to proclaim 

the good news within our own lives and circumstances 

as Stewards and Leaders of our Parish. We ask this in 

your name, Our Holy Redeemer.  Amen 

   

Worshipping Together: We hope you are able to 

pray with us each week as we continue to celebrate 

Sunday Mass virtually.  There are many opportunities to 

watch Mass on the TV, computer or even your phone, 

BUT,  it is so hard not gathering with you in person! We 

are celebrating here in our home parish each week and 

encourage you to join us.  Our masses can be viewed 

on YouTube, Face Book and our parish website. There 

is something comforting about videoing our mass and 

picturing each of you out there joining us even if it is 

virtually. We look forward to the day when we can be 

together again in person. We do miss you and pray for 

each of you! 

 

Lenten Prayer Partners become Partners of 

Hope: As we celebrate the Easter Season, may we sug-

gest that you continue praying for your prayer partner. 

If your card included a phone number, you may want to 

contact your person and let them know they are in your 

prayers.  

 

Liturgical Ministries. During these days of staying 

home, take some time to pray and see how you will 

respond to the call to be an engaged member of one of 

our parish ministries. Are you being called to serve as 

Eucharistic Minister, Lector, Cantor or Server? To serve 

one another is a BLESSING. 

 

Celebration of Sacraments: Next week we were to 

celebrate First Eucharist with our parish children. Unfor-

tunately we have had to postpone BOTH First Eucharist 

and Confirmation. New dates have not been decided as 

we continue to follow State directives and stay at 

home.. We as a parish community are anxious for you 

to join us at the Eucharistic table and it WILL be quite a 

celebration! Until then, we continue to pray for our chil-

dren in a very special way.  

MINISTRY TEAM  EMAIL ADDRESS 

Rev. Michael Bryant, Pastor   mbryant@stjnparish.org 

Rev. Ryan Glenn, Assoc. Pastor rglenn@stjnparish.org 

Deacon Albert Giacometti   albgia@msn.com 

Sr. Susan Armbruster, IHM   sarmbrusterihm@gmail.com 

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH 

 

Nativity of Our Lord Church   

633 Orchard St. Scranton 

Holy Name of Jesus Church   

1414 E. Elm St. Scranton 

 

Phone: (570) 344-6159 

Email: office@stjnparish.org 

Website: stjnparish.org 

 

We encourage you to conduct parish business by tele-

phone or by email whenever possible. You can call the 

office between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  Monday, Tues-

day, Wednesday & Friday.  If you have an emergency 

after hours, please leave a message at extension 399. 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

By appointment. 



WORD COMMUNITY 

FAITH FORMATION  

       

Easter Blessings: How are you celebrating the Easter 

season this year? The Easter season continues for sev-

en weeks, what are you doing as a family to make East-

er ALIVE in your home and to be people of HOPE? We 

would love to hear how you continue to celebrate!  You 

can email Sr.Suzie or send her pictures at: sarmbruster-

ihm@gmail.com or send a message or picture through 

REMIND or  private message us on FB for St. John Neu-

mann Parish.  We look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Praying through these times: At times it is hard to 

greet each day as a new day when the routine seems 

the same.  As we continue to stay at home, it is so im-

portant for our children to continue a daily routine that 

will aid them to stay focused and develop good habits. 

We encourage you to begin your day with family pray-

er, share one idea, person or thing you are grateful for 

and one thing you are looking forward to doing that day 

such as calling a friend or neighbor, making a picture or 

card for someone, taking a walk around your yard look-

ing for signs of new life. Then together pray an Our 

Father, Hail Mary or prayer of intentions together.  End 

by sitting a few minutes in quiet with each other.  At 

the end of the day, come together to read a Bible story 

and pray to God for peaceful sleep. This is such a gift of 

time to slow down, make God center of your family life 

and remember to smile through it all! Check out our 

webpage for more ideas. 

 

ALL Classes, programs and parent meetings con-

tinue to be postponed until further notice. Please stay 

connected through the REMIND app. We hold all of 

you in prayer, most especially our children and youth 

who are anticipating the reception of First Eucharist and 

Confirmation. Turn  disappointments into opportunities 

of hope and find ways to be disciples of Jesus to family 

members, relatives and neighbors!  Please visit our 

website for activities and ideas to continue preparing 

for these sacraments. 

 

Communicating through these uncharted days!  

We are trying our best as possible to communicate with 

you regarding changes and updates with parish life. 

There are 3 ways we are utilizing to keep parishioners 

and parents current with our updates. Our Facebook 

page St. John Neumann Parish Scranton PA.  The 

parish website: stjnparish.org. The Faith Formation 

program, which includes sacramental prep classes; EP1, 

EP2, CP1, CP2, RCIC2 and RCIT as well as classes for 

grades K,3,4,5 and 6 will continue to be updated 

through REMIND. This is especially important for ALL 

families with children preparing for sacraments this 

Spring.  If you are not connected through REMIND, it is 

extremely important that you do  so - to stay in 

touch. Directions can be found on our website.You may 

reach me through the REMIND app, emailing sarmbrus 

terihm@gmail.com, texting or calling my cell: 252-670-

7906. Do not hesitate to contact us. We are here for you! 

 

SENIOR GATHERINGS:  We hear over and over how 

much you are missing the companionship of gathering 

for some socialization. We are missing you as well! We 

know these gatherings feed our soul as well as provide 

opportunities to socialize.  We may be separated for a 

time but we will gather as soon as we can. In the 

meantime, pray for each other and smile when you 

remember your companions on this journey.  

  

WATCHMAN PROGRAM: Caring for our senior pa-

rishioners. This program has taken on a new goal dur-

ing Covid-19. We have begun calling our seniors over 

75 to keep connected, find out needs and especially to 

listen to them during these days of isolation. If we 

have not spoken with you yet, we will! We are calling 

our oldest members and working through our parish 

list.  If you know of someone else who should be on 

our call list, please call 570-344-6159 ext.161 and we 

will check on them.  In the meantime, pick up the 

phone and call one of your senior neighbors or call us. 

We would love to hear your voice even though we can’t 

see you! You are a precious gift to us as parish. 

 

SENIORS NEEDING GROCERIES or food deliveries: 

Please contact Sister Suzie at 252-670-7906 if you 

need groceries. We are working with Friends of the 

Poor to deliver groceries directly to your door for sen-

iors who can not get out to shop. Boxes are prepared 

with essential items and delivered to you. These is also 

a program that is making gift cards available from cer-

tain restaurants for seniors. Call Sister 252-670-7906. 

 

FOOD PANTRIES: There are limited food pantries 

that remain open at this time. Friends of the Poor con-

tinue to serve those in need at:  

Jackson Terrace 148 Meridian Ave, Scranton open 

Monday-Friday 9:00am- 12:30pm  and 

Valley View Terrace Bldg #9 950 Pear St, Scranton 

is open Monday-Friday 9:00am-12:30pm 

Remember to keep social distancing when visit-

ing these food pantries. Check our parish webpage 

and Face Book for updated information and additional 

food distributions as information is made available. 

 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES will continue to pro-

vide groceries here at the Hemlock Street location. In 

addition to Tuesday hours: 1:00-4:00 pm, they have 

now added a distribution of groceries on Thursdays, 

1:00-4:00pm as well. To donate non-perishable food 

items, you may drop off items to the rectory porch and 

we will see that all items are given to the pantry. 

 

Drive-by Food Distribution: Once a week FOTP and 

FFF’s is offering a food distribution at a different loca-

tion. Check our website or our FB page for details and 

location.These distributions occur on Wednesdays and 

will continue as long as the food is available during the 

pandemic. Remember that the school district is provid-

ing bagged breakfast and lunch each day for children 

in our area. Check Scranton School Dist. for exact sites.  



STEWARDSHIP SERVICE — STJN 

We would like to thank  

OLESKI ELECTRIC  

for sponsoring an ad in our bulletin. 

FAITH QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

 

Adults:  In what way have you come to 

know Jesus better through the breaking of 

bread at Eucharist? 

 

Kids:  When you join Jesus at the table of 

the Eucharist, what would you like to thank 

him for?   

INCOME / EXPENSE REPORT 

 

        April 12, 2020 April 14, 2019 

Tithe  $  3,810.00 $  5,077.00 

Easter  $  1,385.00 $  1,149.43 (Loose) 

Other  $  2,630.00 $  4,395.00 

Total  $  7,825.00 $10,621.43 

 

Apr.6-12  Expenses paid from gen. acct. $19,973.61  

 

Since we are not gathering for Mass,  

we cannot pass the basket, but we still 

need your support to pay the bills. 

 

We have a "One-Time" online giving option for folks to 

tithe during this challenging time. Simply go to our 

homepage, scroll down to online giving, and follow the 

remaining instructions. Or, simply mail your contribution 

to: Saint John Neumann Parish, 633 Orchard St., Scran-

ton PA 18505. Or, drop off your tithe envelopes at the 

parish office mail slot, located at the side door of the 

rectory.  Thank you for your continued support. 

One Body. 

 Many Gifts. 

WELCOME TO WESHARE  ONLINE GIVING! 

 

Why give online?   

1.  You can share your gifts… Any way you want to. 

When you want to. Where you want to. 

2.  Leave your checkbook at home.  Set up your recur-

ring gift using a credit card, checking or savings ac-

count. 

3.  Your funds are protected. Your donations are auto-

matically transferred to our parish so it’s safer and 

more secure. 

4.  Support our parish consistently,  even if you are 

unable to attend Mass. 

5.  Give on-the-go! Access the site from your mobile 

phone or tablet.  

 

Sign up to give online. 

If you’ve never donated online before, don’t worry, 

signing up is easy! 

1.  Visit www.stjnparish.org  and click “Donate”. 

2.  Click on the collection you wish to donate to. 

3.  Click Recurring Donation (or one-time donation), 

then enter your donation amount and frequency.  

 

Once you’ve added your account information, donations 

will automatically deduct from your account. 

 

STEP UP TO THE PLATE C.I.C. Dinner  

During this time of Covid-19, we will continue to pro-

vide a meal for our homeless brothers and sisters at the 

Community Intervention Center. Our next meal is 

scheduled for May 16th. We continue to stay in touch 

with the director of CIC to monitor what can be brought  

safely to the center. If you would like to donate a dish 

towards this meal, call Ann Talerico 570-614-3633 or 

Terry Millard 570-430-1690.  Watch our website or FB 

page for current updates.                                                         

 

BROWN BAG MINISTRY is postponed until further 

notice. We appreciate everyone who volunteers with 

the making of the lunches and look forward to when we 

can safely gather. We continue to pray that the Covid-

19 restrictions will end soon, but who knows. This is 

such a vital ministry of our parish. YOU are a blessing 

of hope to many of those less fortunate. For now let 

your gift be one of PRAYER for our brothers and sisters 

in need.  

 

EASTER SEASON is a time of Hope!  

As we continue to journey through this Easter Season, 

we are reminded through the Gospel readings that the 

risen Jesus is alive and well! How are our hearts burn-

ing within us? Are you experiencing Gospel sightings in 

your family? Neighborhood? Community? If so, jot them 

down or snap a picture and send it to us. 

We would love to see how you are recogniz-

ing the Risen Lord in your midst. 

 

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THE NEW LOOK?  

As we are now required to wear a new addition to our 

wardrobe, the “mask”, many of our senior parishioners 

have no way of obtaining a mask. We are receiving re-

quests for masks from our parishioners as well as the 

area shelters and Catholic Charities.  If you are making 

masks and would be willing to donate some, we would 

be glad to distribute them. Contact Sr. Suzie for more 

information by email sarmbrusteihm@gmail.com or at 

252-670-7906. Sister has material available for making 

masks if needed. This is an urgent need. 

GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

Our Gift Card Program offers YOU a chance to  

Win a $10.00 Gift Card EVERY MONTH! 

Every month we will enter (into a drawing), the 

names of everyone who purchased Gift Cards  

through our Gift Card Program that month.  

Our MARCH Winner of a $10 Gift Card is: 

Sue Valiante 



Horas de la Oficina 

 

de lunes, martes,  

miercoles, y viernes:  

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

 

de jueves: cerrado 

 

www.stjnparish.org 

office@stjnparish.org 

 

Tel: (570) 344-6159 

Fax: (570) 207-4932 

“Los dos discípulos contaron lo que les había 

pasado en el camino y cómo habían recono-

cido a Cristo al par�r el pan.”  � (Lucas  24, 35)          �

Parroquia de San Juan Neumann 

ABRIL 26, 2020 

Tercer Domingo de Pascua 

Palabras de Esperanza  

 

En estos días, es fácil estar tan lleno de tristeza. Al igual que 

los dos discípulos, no estamos seguros de la presencia de 

Dios durante este tiempo de pandemia. Sin embargo, Jesús 

siempre viene a nuestro medio. Jesús escucha nuestro dol-

or. Y entonces Jesús abre nuestros ojos a su presencia en la 

Palabra viva de las Escrituras y en la "partida del Pan". 

Hoy, oremos con la Biblia. Sigamos hambrientos de la misa y 

la Eucaristia. Caminemos juntos y compartamos nuestra his-

toria. ¡Y descubriremos que Jesús resucitado está siempre 

en nuestra presencia para darnos esperanza! 

 

¿Cómo experimento la presencia de Jesús hoy?  

Oración de Comunión Espiritual 

 

 

Creo, Jesús mío, que estás real y verdaderamente en el 

cielo  y en el Santísimo Sacramento del Altar.  

 

Os amo sobre todas las cosas y deseo 

vivamente recibirte dentro de mi al-

ma, pero no pudiendo hacerlo ahora 

sacramentalmente, venidal me-

nos espiritualmente a mi corazón. Y 

como si ya os hubiese recibido, os 

abrazo y me uno del todo a Ti.  

 

Señor, no permitas que jamás me aparte de Ti. Amén 

Comunicación con la Parroquia  

 

¡Durante este tiempo, queremos comunicar con ustedes! 

Por favor, visite nuestros sitio de web para infomación: 

www.stjnparish.org  

 

O puede visite nuestra pagina de Facebook cada día: 

www.facebook.com/stjnparish 

 

Y recibe mensajes por la app de “Remind” también.  

 

Visite este sitio de web para registrar:  

www.stjnparish.org/2020 

 

También puede ver misas y otros videos 

en nuestra página de YouTube. 

Entregará Alimentos 

 

Los Servicios Sociales Catolicos entregará alimentos el 

martes y  jueves: 1:00pm a las 4:00 p.m., 640 Hemlock 

Street (detras nuestra parroquia). Repartirán alimentos. 

Anuncio Importante de la Misa 

 

Obispo Joseph C. Bambera ha ordenado a todas las 

parroquias que suspendan a todas las misas públicas y 

el obispo ha dispensado a los fieles de la Diócesis  de la 

obligación de asistir a la misa dominical. Ustedes 

pueden encontrar misa para ver en la televisión católica 

o en línea: www.stjnparish.org  

Donación Financiera 

 

¡Necesitamos tu ayuda! Siga dando a la parroquia, efec-

tivo o cheque o sobre. Puede poner su dinero en sobres 

y den a la oficina. O done en línea a la parroquia.  

 

Visite: www.stjnparish.org 

 

O puede envia dinero por correo:  

 

St. John Neumann Parish 

633 Orchard Street 

Scranton, PA 18505 

 



Linda Sebastian Frantz, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine

963-0977
Bryan J. Frantz, D.M.D., M.S.

Board Certified Periodontics & Dental Implants

344-3344
Frantz Professional Building

1039 O’Neill Highway, Dunmore, PA 18512

Mike Burke 
Plumbing, 
Heating & 

Drain Cleaning
Phone: 570-346-4187
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August A. Haas, Supervisor
Traditional Funerals • Prearranged Funerals

Cremation Services
August J. Haas Funeral Home, Inc.

202-204 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505
Off - Street Parking 

Phone 570-343-4064
www.augusthaasfuneralhome.com

Casket Display Room • Handicapped Accessible

Neil W. Regan Funeral Home
(570) 343-6416 

1900 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania 18505

Call for Details on the Advantages of 
Pre-Planned Funerals...Before the Need Arises
NEIL W. REGAN Funeral Director - Supervisor
BRENDAN PATRICK REGAN Funeral Director
BARBARA REGAN-CHILLEMI Funeral Director

¿Ayuda de 
inmigración?
570-507-2971
DANIELLE M. ROSS, ESQUIRE
Contactáme ..... ¡Puedo ayudar!
• Inmigración • Criminal • Accidentes de Auto
• Proceso de Deportación • Divorcio / Custodia • Lesiones de Trabajo
• Formas de lnmigración • Adopciones • Testamentos
Oficina: 240 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 1850

Abogados...en tu idioma

Gerard Hetman 
Electrical Contractor

For all your 
electrical needs
570-961-0500

Mon to Fri 9AM - 8PM
Sat 9AM - 6PM  Sun 9AM - 12:30PM

1502 Pittston Avenue

Andrew
 Brown’s
 DRUG STORE

Phone 346-7319

Architectural and Mechanical Design
AC-Heating-Ventilation-Ornamental
Rear 818 Meadow Ave.,Scranton, PA

Tel. 344-3495 • Fax 344-3374

WALSH
SHEET METAL, INC.

Scranton, PA - 570-344-8980

• Business Printing •
• Commercial Printing •

• Color Printing •
• Digital Color Copies •

• Direct Mail •

OLESKI
ELECTRIC

Commercial &
Residential

489-8750
Reg. #PA044576

TURI STUDIO OF DANCE
1428 Pittston Ave.,
Scranton, PA 18505

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
HipHop • Ballroom • Flamenco

Ages 3 to adult
Call (570) 561-5858 for info!

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Martinez Landscaping
“Where quality comes first.”

For all your landscaping needs 
Layout & designs, trees & shrubs, gravel, gutters, lawn 
maintenance, weed & grub control, hardscape, patios, 
retaining walls, pavers, concrete walks, snow removal

Call 570-687-5129

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today! 
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453


