
�

Nativity of Our Lord Church �

633 Orchard Street, Scranton �

Holy Name of Jesus Church�

1414 E. Elm Street, Scranton�

�

Phone: (570) 344�6159      �

Email: office@stjnparish.org�

Website: stjnparish.org�

�

Parish Office Hours:  �

�

Monday � 9:00 a.m.�1:00 p.m.�

Tuesday � 9:00 a.m.�1:00 p.m.�

Wednesday �10:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

Thursday  � CLOSED�

Friday � 10:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

�

We encourage you to conduct  par-

ish business by phone or email 

when possible.  If you find it neces-

sary to enter the office, please  ring 

the bell and wait until someone 

brings you into the office. You may 

also make an appointment to see 

anyone on the parish staff.�

�

Sacrament of Reconciliation�

By appointment only.�

July 12, 2020  

15

th 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

AN ORDINARY REFLECTION – WILL WE RECEIVE IT WELL? 

  �

� For the next three Sundays we are going to hear Jesus’ parables from the 

13

th

 chapter of Matthew’s Gospel. Parables were a way for Jesus to teach his 

disciples. In his parables, Jesus often used images that were a part of the life-

style of his disciples. So he talked about sowing seeds, baking bread, losing 

things, buying property, and going to your storeroom. He wanted them to not 

simply respond to the parable with their knowledge and understanding, but to 

also use the parable to reflect on the message behind the words and images. 

Sometimes this was not so self�evident, and most times the message which 

seemed hidden was actually at the heart of what living was really all about.�

�

� This Sunday we are invited to reflect on how do we provide “good soil” for 

our faith and more importantly the faith of others to grow. There are lots of 

“soils” in our world where the seeds of faith need to be sown � our homes, our 

schools, our politics, our friendships, our workplace, and our faith communities. 

We need to provide “good soil” when people are filled with anger, hurt, sadness, 

fear, emptiness and confusion. Sometimes we may think that by simply taking 

care of myself and those closest to me is all we need to “sow” as we move 

through the paths of life. But without our tilling of the good soil, birds of selfish-

ness can easily come and eat away our good intentions. If we don’t nurture and 

sustain the roots of our faith and help others to be nourished by our presence 

and actions, it doesn’t take much on this rocky road of life to become scorched 

and withered. This can easily happen when the situations around us get over-

whelmingly hot or when our lives have become rootless. Finally, as we are 

aware, the “good soil” is not only used to grow goodness and kindness. The 

same soil is often planted with self�interests whose thorns of pride and privilege 

easily choke those who are not able to find or produce “good soil.”�
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� So, what must we do to insure that there is “good soil” to plant the values 

and behaviors which Jesus has seeded in our lives? Maybe this is something we 

can take from these last four months. Our daily activities have been shutdown 

so that we can re�discover the planting that needs to be done. Our dispositions 

towards others and our world may have swayed toward self�centeredness and 

only our self�preservation, and now is the time to seek out or replenish the soil 

of our lives. We no longer can let our personal self�caring choke the kingdom of 

heaven that God has planted in us. Jesus calls us to a life filled with abundance. 

Will we receive it well?�� � � � � Fr. Michael�



HORAS DE LA OFICINA 

�

de lunes y martes: �

9:00 a.m. � 1:00 p.m. �

�

miercoles y viernes: �

10:00 a.m. � 4:00 p.m. �

�

de jueves: cerrado�

�

www.stjnparish.org�

�

office@stjnparish.org�

�

Tel: (570) 344�6159�

Fax: (570) 207�4932�

Parroquia de San Juan Neumann�

JULIO 12, 2020�

XV Domingo Ordinario�

ENTREGARÁ ALIMENTOS 

Los Servicios Sociales Catolicos entregará alimentos el 

martes: 1:00 p.m. a las 4:00 p.m., 640 Hemlock Street 

(detras nuestra parroquia). Repartirán alimentos.�

RECORDATORIOS PARA LA MISA PÚBLICA 

�Debe llamar y registrarse antes de venir a misa.�

�Debes llevar puesta una Máscara por todo el tiempo.�

�Si estás enfermo, no vengas a la misa.�

�Las reglas de la Distancia Social deben ser seguidas 

estrictamente (No reuniones a la salida del templo).�

�Recibe la comunión al final de la misa. Inmediatamen-

te salga de la iglesia después de la comunión.�

�La Parroquia será limpiada completamente antes y 

después de cada Misa. �

NUEVO HORARIO DE LAS MISAS 

La Parroquia va a comenzar con las misas “en persona” 

el fin de semana de 11�12 de julio.  Hasta entonces, 

continuamos con las misas filmadas y grabado en video: 

stjnparish.org �  y  facebook.com/STJNParish�

�

Las Misas Publicas del Fin de Semana�

Cuando comenzamos en julio 11�12,�

tendremos dos misas de fin de semana: �

�sabado a las  4:30 p.m. (ingles)�

�domingo a las 12:30 p.m. (español)�

�

y tendremos dos misas durante la semana: �

�martes a las 7:00 p.m. (ingles)�

�jueves a las 7:00 p.m. (español)�

�

Tomaremos reservas hasta la capacidad de 80 personas 

�  necesitamos mantener distancia social y usar las mas-

caras. Otros detalles  están determinados por las Guías 

Litúrgicas Diocesanas.�

�

NUEVA INFORMACIÓN PARA RESERVAS  

Tomaremos reservas todos los lunes por la tarde, 5:30 

hasta 7:00 p.m. y también todos los viernes por la 

tarde, 1:00�3:00 p.m., comenzando el 10 de julio. �

�

Por favor, llame a la Oficina �

Parroquial: 570�344�6159 �

�

Habrá una persona bilingüe en la 

Oficina Parroquial para hacer 

reservaciones. Ustedes pueden 

registrarse para la misa durante la 

semana o la misa dominical. Las 

reservas son solo para esa misma 

semana, una semana a la vez. �

Jesus dijo a los multudes:�

“Una vez salió un sembrador�

a sembrar.” (Mateo 13, 3)�

PALABRAS DE ESPERANZA  

Sabemos que Jesucristo es la Palabra de Dios que po-

demos recibir en nuestros corazones. Sin embargo, 

debemos preparar "la tierra" de nuestros corazones: 

estar abiertos, cambiar nuestras vidas, seguir al Señor. 

Solo entonces, podemos producir buenos frutos y luego 

sembrar la Palabra de Dios entre otros.�
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¿Estoy preparado para recibir la Palabra de Dios? �

¡BIENVENIDOS PADRE JONATHAN! 

�

Estamos felices de recibir al Padre Jonathan Kuhar como 

nuestro nuevo pastor asistente en la Parroquia San Juan 

Neumann. El Padre estuvo aquí durante dos veranos 

como seminarista. Fue ordenado sacerdote el 27 de jun-

io. Padre Jonathan trabajará con nuestra comunidad 

hispana.  ¡Gracias a Dios por este nuevo sacerdote, Pa-

dre Jonathan! �



WORD COMMUNITY 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES Food Pantry STJN 

Hemlock St. The food pantry is back to regular 

hours on Tuesdays: 1:00�4:00 p.m. Donations of any 

non�perishable food items are welcome � including pas-

ta, pasta sauce, macaroni and cheese, tuna, canned 

meats, canned vegetables, instant potatoes, chili, jelly, 

cereal, pancake mix or oatmeal. Donations may be 

dropped off to rectory porch or brought directly to the 

food pantry on Tuesday mornings. THANK YOU for your 

generosity in feeding others in our community.�

�

FOOD PANTRIES: Friends of the Poor continue to 

serve those in need at: Jackson Terrace 148 Meridian 

Ave, Scranton � Mon. Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 10:00 a.m.�

1:30 p.m., and Valley View Terrace Bldg #9, 950 Pear 

St, Scranton � Monday�Friday 9:30 a.m.�12:30 p.m.. �

Remember to keep social distancing when visiting these 

food pantries. Check the parish webpage and Face Book 

for updated information.�

�

DRIVE-BY FOOD DISTRIBUTION:  FOTP and FFF’s 

continues to offer food distributions at different loca-

tions on a bi�weekly basis. The next distribution will be 

July 15 at Parker Hill, and July 29 will be at 

Scranton High School.  P lease remember that the 

school district is providing bagged breakfast and lunch 

each day for children in our area. Check Scranton 

School District for exact sites.�

�

PART�TIME MAINTENANCE�

PERSON NEEDED�

�

General Description: �

Provides routine maintenance �

and janitorial services for our �

parish buildings and grounds.  �

�

Responsibilities include (but are not limited to):�

Keeping all properties of the parish well maintained. �

Performing minor repairs, including masonry, electrical, 

plumbing and painting. Preparing areas for worship and 

other parish events (setting up tables/chairs etc.). Main-

taining grounds by cutting & edging grass, raking leaves, 

caring for flowerbeds, and snow removal from walkways. 

Position includes regular lifting and occasional heavy lift-

ing (up to 50 lbs.). Maintain regular contact with suppliers. �

�

�

INTERESTED?  HAVE QUESTIONS?  �

Call Fr. Michael at the parish office 570�344�6159.�

FAITH FORMATION: GET READY, SET & GROW!�

�

THANK YOU to all of our Catechists & Volunteers: 

This year was quite different than anything I have or we 

have ever experienced! We never imagined that as we 

began March and Lent that we would have to abruptly end 

our Faith Formation gatherings, Whole Family Faith Gath-

erings, AND celebrating Mass together. Days turned into 

weeks, weeks turned into months.  Celebrating Mass with-

out YOU in church has been especially hard and we can’t 

wait to worship again with you in person. Usually, at the 

end of our Faith Formation program we are able to say 

THANK YOU to all of our volunteers who prepare weekly 

lessons and share faith with our young people. So today 

we share a heartfelt THANK YOU to all of our special vol-

unteers and ask that you take a moment to pray for each 

of them asking God to send them special blessings in the 

name of your family. THANK YOU Catechists, you are the 

BEST! Nora Robeson, Abby Robeson, Abby Huegel, Rosie 

Reed, Sandy Reed, Father Ryan, Allison Huegel, Melanie 

Luongo, Father Michael. LeeAnn Eschbach, Cassie Haw, 

Chris Haw and Francis Bui. Even though our time together 

was cut short, we could not have done it without you!�

�

Next in Sacramental Prep & Faith Formation: �

In years past we have held registration for Faith Formation 

during June and early July. We are in the process of plan-

ning how to adapt our programs while exploring all the 

possibilities in preparing programs that will follow the 

guidelines outlined by the Diocese, State and CDC. We will 

continue to adapt, but adapt with new excitement and 

new joy!  If you have creative ideas of how to help pass 

on our faith through formation, please contact Sr. Suzie.�

�

VBS, Bible Camp, Faith Based Activities: Everything 

doesn’t have to completely stop because of COVID19! Did 

you know that there are MANY Faith�based programs be-

ing created that can connect you with God, with each oth-

er and with our Catholic Faith? Take some time to google 

virtual VBS programs. You will be amazed at what you can 

do without leaving your yard! Children’s Ministry Resources 

has a great virtual program titled BOLT! Check it out.�

�

Congratulations First Communicants!! �

Our St. John Neumann Parish Community is very proud to 

welcome you to our Eucharistic table! THANK YOU to our 

catechists: Miss Rosie and Ms. Sandy (EP2 class), Ms. Nora 

and Miss Abby (RCIC2 class), you instilled a great love for 

Jesus in our children. Parents, you had to continue teach-

ing your children in a very different way as well!  May we 

continue to hold our children in prayer until we can all 

gather together. Congratulations to: �

�

Dayana Ayala, Joseph Ayala, Osmar Ayala, Dylan Bello, Cami-

la Camacho, Aldo Camacho, Yostin Campos, Molly Clark, 

Isaias Crespo, Lauren Duverge, Leah Duverge, Juliet Evans, 

Martin Franco�Ramos, Yair Franco Ramos, Lindsey Fuentes, 

Itzamari Gonzalez, Auria Ingiaimo, Kaila Johnson, Analy Jua-

rez, Edgar Juarez, Emely Juarez, Jiovanni Lopez, Lian Lopez 

Sanchez, Liliana Luongo, Jaden Marin, Justin Marin, Richard 

McCarthy, Samantha Moctezuma, Jesus Morales, Alexis 

Monzon, Preston Patrick Nash, Edwin Aguirre Nieves, Jesus E. 

Olvera, Alejandra Paguay, Naidelyn Perea, Aldair Ramos, 

Yamilet Ramos, Celeste Reyes, Julia Riccardella, Holden Rich-

ter, Nancy Rivera, Jaynalis Solis, Katelyn Torres, Zoey Walsh.�

FAITH QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

�

Adults:  How do you provide “good soil” for 

the faith of others to grow?�

�

Kids:  What are you doing to help the �

seeds of your faith grow each day?�



  STEWARDSHIP SERVICE — STJN 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

�

I want to extend a big “thank you” to all of our current 

advertisers who have decided to renew their ads this 

year. I also want to acknowledge and thank the new 

advertisers that have come aboard. If you would like to 

get your business, service or favorite charity added to 

the business directory page, there is still time. �

�

Remember, their support makes it possible for our bul-

letins to be printed weekly at no cost to the parish. The 

bulletin is our primary means of communication and is 

vital to our parish.   It would nice if all of us would con-

sider reciprocating the generosity of our advertisers by 

supporting them when we are in need of products and 

services.  Thank you again!�

WELCOME  

Your presence is an encouragement to our parish com-

munity, even as you join us online. It is our hope that 

you have experienced the joy of our Eucharistic Celebra-

tion no matter how you celebrate with us. We hope you 

feel welcome with a desire to join us again when we re-

turn to our churches. If you are new to the community 

and wish to join our parish, call the parish office at 570�

344�6159.�

�

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. John Neumann Parish see the Eu-

charist as source and summit of our joyful faith. Our 

united purpose is building a deeper spirituality through 

loving neighbor and witnessing the Gospel to the world.�

�

STAY CONNECTED 

We are trying our best to communicate with you re-

garding changes and updates with parish life. There are 

four ways we are keeping our parishioners and parents 

current with our updates. �

Email: I f you have not received our emails, please 

call the parish office to update your email address.�

Facebook page: St. John Neumann Parish Scranton PA. �

Parish Website: stjnparish.org. �

�

GIVING GREENER 

 

Are you trying to cut down on the paper you use?  Is 

the check you write to our parish one of the few checks 

that you write anymore?  You can give greener by using 

our Online Giving Program. Simply go to our parish 

website at stjnparish.org. and click on Donate.You 

can set up the amount that you would like to give on a 

schedule that meets your needs and you never have to 

worry about writing another check, forgetting your en-

velope, or having cash in your wallet.  �

�

Our parish greatly appreciates all those who 

choose to give in this manner as it helps us 

maintain a consistent cash flow and pay all 

of our bills in a timely manner.�

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE  

will be burning in reverence and �

petition this week at Nativity for�

�

JOHN & JULE IGOE�

Requested by Sean Igoe�

�

We would like to thank�

�

MIKE BURKE PLUMBING, �

HEATING & DRAIN CLEANING�

�

for sponsoring an ad in our bulletin�

INCOME / EXPENSE REPORT 

�

          June 28, 2020� June 30, 2019�

Tithe�  $  4,112.00� $  3,514.00 �

Loose� $    121.00� $     526.95�

Other� $  3,123.04� $  3,784.99 �

Total�  $  7,356.04� $  7,825.94 �

�

�

June 22�28  Expenses paid from gen. acct. $ 1,981.01�

�

Peter’s Pence Collection � July 11/12, 2020�

This week, we will take up the Peter’s Pence Collection, 

which provides Pope Francis with the funds he needs to 

carry out his charitable works around the world. The 

proceeds benefit our brothers and sisters on the mar-

gins of society, including victims of war, oppression, 

and natural disasters.  Please be generous.   �

One Body.�

 Many Gifts.�

PARISH GARDEN 

Now that we are in the 

“green,” volunteers are 

needed to come and 

weed, plant and watch 

our garden grow! Need 

some peaceful outdoor 

time? This is a perfect 

spot! Bring a lunch and come as a family or single per-

son and garden away! Contact Sister Suzie and we will 

arrange access to rakes etc. or bring your own from 

home. �

�

BROWN BAG MINISTRY 

Brown Bag Ministry is hoping to start up making lunch-

es in August. We are looking for donations of peanut 

butter, jelly, individual sized servings of fruits, ap-

plesauce, cookies and snacks small bottles of water. To 

donate items, please mark Brown Bag Ministry. We 

can’t wait to be backing doing what we do best… serv-

ing others!�



 

St. John Neumann Parish will begin an “in person” �

Weekend Mass Schedule the weekend of July 11�12. �

We will still continue live streaming weekend masses.�

�

NEW MASS SCHEDULE�

Beginning  July 11,  we will have two weekend masses�

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. English � Sunday: 12:30 p.m. Spanish�

and two weekday masses�

Tuesday: 7:00 p.m. English � Thursday: 7:00 p.m. Spanish�

�

All Masses will be at Nativity Church.�

�

We are planning to take reservations with the capacity being 80 people; �

keeping social distance and wearing masks. Other details�

will be determined by Diocesan Liturgical Guidelines.�

�

NEW RESERVATION PROCEDURE�

We will take reservations on Monday nights from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.�

and  Friday afternoons from 1:00 �3:00 p.m. beginning on July 10. �

�

PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE 570�344�6159�

There will be a bilingual person here to answer phone on both days. �

When people register, they can register for either the weekday or �

weekend mass, but only for the week in which they are calling. �

You may only register for one week at a time. �

MINISTRY TEAM 

�

Rev. Michael Bryant, Pastor: mbryant@stjnparish.org�

Rev. Jonathan Kuhar, Assoc.Pastor: jkuhar@stjnparish.org�

Deacon Albert Giacometti: albgia@msn.com�

Sr.Susan Armbruster, IHM: sarmbrusterihm@gmail.com�

July 12, 2020          LEADERSHIP       15

th 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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CHILDREN’S BULLETINS 

We continue to subscribe and make available our Chil-

dren’s Worship Bulletins. The bulletin is fil led 

with activities that help children learn about the gospel 

each week. Keep your child connected by downloading 

a copy by visiting our parish website. There is an addi-

tional secret code which will give the children extra ac-

tivities. Moms and Dads, make a new practice of doing 

this together as a family. Gospel readings can be down-

loaded from Pflaum Publishing that are in kid�friendly 

language.�

�

 

 

 

 

 

 

of Victims of Violent or Tragic Death�

�

�

� The Diocese of Scranton is offering the annual 

Mass in remembrance of victims of violent or tragic 

death. This Mass is offered for the families and friends 

of those who have died in tragedy, especially through 

murder, suicide, and accident. This year we keep in our 

hearts those who lost their struggle with COVID�19.�

�

� The Mass is scheduled for Thursday, July 16, 2020 

at 7:00 p.m. in Saint Peter’s Cathedral, 315 Wyoming, 

Scranton. All persons who have lost a loved one 

through tragic and traumatic death are invited to this 

liturgy. Seating is limited to 70 people. Please call the 

Office for Parish Life 570�207�2213 ext. 1102 to reserve 

a seat.  The mass will be televised on CTV.�

  �

� We ask that the names of deceased loved ones are 

registered on registration forms which are available in 

the parish office or on the Diocese of Scranton’s web-

site,  www.dioceseofscranton.org. �

�

All forms must be received by July 13, 2020.�



Mike Burke 
Plumbing, 
Heating & 

Drain Cleaning
Phone: 570-346-4187

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John Neumann, Scranton, PA 04-0680

August A. Haas, Supervisor
Traditional Funerals • Prearranged Funerals

Cremation Services
August J. Haas Funeral Home, Inc.

202-204 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505
Off - Street Parking 

Phone 570-343-4064
www.augusthaasfuneralhome.com

Casket Display Room • Handicapped Accessible

Neil W. Regan Funeral Home
(570) 343-6416 

1900 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania 18505

Call for Details on the Advantages of 
Pre-Planned Funerals...Before the Need Arises
NEIL W. REGAN Funeral Director - Supervisor
BRENDAN PATRICK REGAN Funeral Director
BARBARA REGAN-CHILLEMI Funeral Director

¿Ayuda de 
inmigración?
570-507-2971
DANIELLE M. ROSS, ESQUIRE
Contactáme ..... ¡Puedo ayudar!
• Inmigración • Criminal • Accidentes de Auto
• Proceso de Deportación • Divorcio / Custodia • Lesiones de Trabajo
• Formas de lnmigración • Adopciones • Testamentos
Oficina: 240 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 1850

Abogados...en tu idioma

Gerard Hetman 
Electrical Contractor

For all your 
electrical needs
570-961-0500

Mon to Fri 9AM - 8PM
Sat 9AM - 6PM  Sun 9AM - 12:30PM

1502 Pittston Avenue

Andrew
 Brown’s
 DRUG STORE

Phone 346-7319

Architectural and Mechanical Design
AC-Heating-Ventilation-Ornamental
Rear 818 Meadow Ave.,Scranton, PA

Tel. 344-3495 • Fax 344-3374

WALSH
SHEET METAL, INC.

Scranton, PA - 570-344-8980

• Business Printing •
• Commercial Printing •

• Color Printing •
• Digital Color Copies •

• Direct Mail •

OLESKI
ELECTRIC

Commercial &
Residential

489-8750
Reg. #PA044576

Martinez Landscaping
“Where quality comes first.”

For all your landscaping needs 
Layout & designs, trees & shrubs, gravel, gutters, lawn 
maintenance, weed & grub control, hardscape, patios, 
retaining walls, pavers, concrete walks, snow removal

Call 570-687-5129

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today! 
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453


