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The Roman Catholic Communities of 

May 30,  2021 �

From Bishop LaValley...�

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:�

     Over a year ago, on March 17, 2020, I announced that all public Masses were suspended in the Diocese of Ogdens-

burg due to the Coronavirus. The faithful were dispensed from their obligation to participate at Sunday Eucharist. After 

consultation with public health officials, certain protocols were established in our parishes and the public celebration of 

the Eucharist resumed. Our churches have proven to be among the safest places to come together, a great testament to 

the ongoing hard work of pastors, parish staffs and our parishioners.�

     Our parishes have engaged in creative ways to foster worship during this health emergency. Livestreaming has per-

mitted many of the faithful to watch the liturgy. As you know, while this has been a great benefit to so many, it can 

never replace our actual presence at Mass with our parish family.�

     The time has come for Catholics to return to public worship at Mass on Sundays. On June 6, the Feast of the Most 

Holy Body and Blood of Christ, I reinstate the obligation to attend Sunday Mass in the Diocese of Ogdensburg. 

However, we remember that there are times when this obligation does not apply:�

   *If an individual struggles with serious health concerns or is physically or morally prevented from worshipping at 

Mass;�

   *If an individual, because of age or illness, believes that going into public places, including Sunday Mass, would 

place that person’s health or that of their loved ones in serious peril; or�

   *If an individual is sick, has been in contact with someone who has been sick or is caring for a seriously ill person 

who requires their presence.�

I urge our sisters and brothers who are unable to participate at Mass to make holy the Lord’s Day by praying, reflecting 

on Sacred Scripture and performing works of charity.�

     Why is the obligation lifted now? Things have changed since St. Patrick’s Day 2020. A vaccination for the virus has 

been found to be effective, safe and available. Our protocols have enabled our churches to be safe places to gather. Cer-

tain restrictions remain in place, thus providing a measure of comfort for those who attend Mass.�

     The Eucharist is the “source and summit” of our Catholic faith. The celebration of the Mass is the center of the life 

of the Church. At every Mass Christ continually nourishes and forms His pilgrim Church as she journeys towards the 

Kingdom. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that “the principal fruit of receiving the Eucharist in Holy 

Communion is an intimate union with Christ Jesus. While we each personally receive Holy Communion, it is not a 

private devotion. The reception of Holy Communion is an integral part of our worship as a community of faith. In re-

ceiving Holy Communion, we are united to Jesus and to one another.”�

     Celebrating Mass takes us beyond a narrow concern for ourselves and moves us to promote the common good and 

to uphold the dignity of every human person. Tragically, even before live�streamed Masses, Catholics have been dra-

matically absent from Sunday Mass. With the lifting of this dispensation, we pray that more hearts will experience a 

renewed fervor and love for the Holy Eucharist and in keeping the Lord’s Day every Sunday.�

     We all need divine medicine and heavenly food for the soul�See you at Mass!�

                                                                                           Faithfully yours in Christ,�

�

�

  Reverend Terry R. LaValley �

  Bishop of Ogdensburg�
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�

Covid Guidelines for Mass�

   �

Parishioners who are fully vaccinated are not required to wear a face mask at Mass.�

Children under the age of 12 who are not vaccine eligible and those under the age of 16 who have not been vaccinated, 

may accompany, and be seated with a vaccinated adult.�

All who prefer to continue wearing facial covering and social distancing are free to do so.�

Those who are not fully vaccinated should observe social distancing of six feet from individuals not in their household. 

They are to wear a face mask at Mass except when receiving Holy Communion.�

Even if vaccinated, we ask you to stay six feet away from others who are wearing a mask at Mass.�

It is no longer necessary to block off every other row of pews. Parishioners may be seated in a staggered fashion while 

respecting six feet of social distance, where required.�



COLLECTION:�

St. Augustine � May 22/23�

�

Envelopes: $1,197.00; Plate: $156.00�

 Ascension: $10.00�

Total: $1,363.00�

�

Catholic Charities: $35.00; Home Mission: $352.00�

�

�

St. Mary � May 22/23�

�

Envelopes: $1,093.00; Plate: $226.00; Fuel: $10.00�

Rectory Roof: $50.00�

 Total: $1,379.00�

�

Home Mission: $190.00�

�

ST. AUGUSTINE/ ST. MARY PARISH OFFICE�

Office Hours this week for both churches are: �

Monday through Thursday   9am to 12 noon   �

Office #518�483�6674. �

�

2021�2023 �

FORMATION FOR MINISTRY PROGRAM�

God continues to call everyone to use their gifts in ser-

vice to others. Formation For Ministry registration is 

open! For more information about the two year pro-

gram, go to www.rcdony.org/formation/candidate or 

contact Cathy Russell at 315�393�2920 or email at crus-

sell@rcdony.org. Registration deadline is July 15

th

. “Be 

not afraid” of God’s invitation!�

�

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS�

   Are you a Catholic who is currently in your senior 

year of high school and who currently resides in the Di-

ocese of�Ogdensburg and is planning to attend a Catho-

lic College or University in the Fall? The�Mater Dei 

College Foundation is pleased to offer a Scholarship 

opportunity to qualifying�students going on to study lib-

eral arts and sciences at a degree granting Catholic Col-

lege or� University.  To request an application form, 

email Valerie Mathews, Mater Dei Foundation Scholar-

ship Chair at vmathews@rcdony.org. Application dead-

line is June 1,�2021.�

�

ENVIROMENTAL  STEWARDSHIP�

What could Trinity Sunday have to teach each us about 

responsible environmental stewardship? Perhaps the 

most profound yet self�evident message about Trinity is 

that all life is about relationship. “Everything is inter-

connected, and that genuine care for our own lives and 

relationship with nature is inseparable.”(Laudato Si) 

When we eat earth�healthy food, get proper rest, exer-

cise both our bodies and minds, fill our spirit with pray-

er, then we are taking care of God’s creation. Spend 

some time with the Lord today about what this feast 

says to you about stewardship. �

�

ADVOCACY IN THE PALM OF YOUR HAND�

You now have the tools to make your voice heard to 

your elected officials right in the palm of your hand. 

The Catholic Action Network (CAN) can text critical 

advocacy alerts directly to your smartphone, with links 

to quickly send messages to your elected officials on 

urgent issues of the day. To sign up, just text the word 

CAN to 50457. You’ll immediately receive a one�time 

link to complete your registration, which is free. Please 

consider signing up today.  More information is availa-

ble at:� https://www.nyscatholic.org/nys�catholic�

conference�action�center/�

�

�

�

MON: May 31 � The Visitation of the �

                            Blessed Virgin Mary�

9:00am SM: Terry Trudeau by Tammy & Randy�

TUE: June 1 � St. Justin�

9:00am SA: Garner LaFave by Eugene & Holly Poirier  �

WED: June 2 �  Weekday  in Ordinary Time�

9:00am SM:  Lorraine Martin** by Dennis McElwain�

THURS: June 3 � St. Charles�

9:00am SA: Anne & Kevin Titus by Sandy & Dick Arruda�

SAT: June 5 � THE MOST HOLY �

                       BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST (Vigil)�

4:00pm SM: Garner LaFave by Mary Kemp & Family�

SUN: June 6 � THE MOST HOLY �

                        BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST�

8:00am SA: The People of Our Parishes�

11:00am SM: Louis LaRock by his Family�

�

This week’s Sanctuary Candles: �

SA & SM � For the Safety of our Troops�

�

Readings for the week of May 30, 2021�

Sun: Dt 4:32�34,39�40/Ps33:4�5,6,9,18�19,20,22/�

                              Rom 8:14�17/Mt 28:16�2�

Mon: Zep 3:14�18a or Rom 12:9�16/Is 12:2�3,4bcd,5�6/�

                              Lk1:39�56�

Tue:� Tb 2:9�14/Ps 112:1�2, 7�8, 9 /Mk 12:13�17�

Wed: Tb 3:1�11a,16�17a/Ps 25:2�3,4�5ab,6&7bc,8�9/�

                             Mk 12:18�27�

Thur: Tb 6:10�11;7:1bcde,9�17;8:4�9a/Ps 128:1�2,3,4�5/ �

                             Mk12:28�34�

Fri: Tb 11:5�17/Ps146:1b�2,6c�7,8�9a,9bc�10/Mk 12:35�37�

Sat: Tb 12:1,5�15,20/Tb 13:2,6efgh,7,8/Mk 12:38�44�

Next Sun: Ex 24:3�8/Ps 116:12�13,15�16,17�18/�

                  Heb 9:11�15/Mk 14:12�16,22�26�

�

LIVE THE LITUGY�

The immensity, scope, intimacy, and pervasiveness of 

God’s presence is too intense for the human mind. We of-

ten limit God by our expectations of Him and have a hard 

time just letting God be God. Some people all too easily 

lose faith because God does not meet their expectations. 

Worse still, the idea of faith is rejected altogether by others 

because of polarities and experiences they have that don’t 

square with who they need God to be. The Holy Trinity is 

one of those teachings that is best encountered rather than 

dissected. It is only through being present with the Trinity 

that we can experience both the immensity and otherness 

of God’s presence as well as the intimacy of the God who 

wants us to call Him “dad.” We feel the loving guidance of 

a God who wants to take us from fear and give us confi-

dence. Our God of yesterday, today, and tomorrow is a 

God of all ages whose three�fold Presence invades all sens-

es, seasons, and times. God, who is Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, is much more than any of our expectations if we 

simply let God be who God is.�

�

MASS CHANGES...�

Effective next weekend June 5/6 until September 4/5.�

St. Augustine will re�open & weekend masses will be as:�

4:00pm � St. Mary, Brushton�

8:00am  � St. Augustine, North Bangor�

11:00am � St. Mary, Brushton�

This will be the summer schedule.�



From Fr. Ray…�

Effective next weekend June 5/6 until September 4/5.�

St. Augustine will re�open & weekend masses will be as:�

4:00pm � St. Mary, Brushton�

8:00am  � St. Augustine, North Bangor�

11:00am � St. Mary, Brushton�

�

Beginning next weekend and throughout the month of June, 

the Altar & Rosary of St. Augustine/St. Mary will be re-

suming their annual June pie raffle.  Raffle tickets will be 

available to purchase upon entering the church for a chance 

to win a delicious home made pie.  Tickets are $2.00 each 

or 3 for $5.00.  As in the past, this money will help with the 

various liturgical expenses and needs for both parishes, i.e. 

hosts, altar wine, candles, etc. It is a tremendous help!  

Your support is greatly appreciated. �

�

MASS REQUEST�

To request a Mass for a loved one, or for a special intention, 

call the parish office 518�483�6674 with your request or 

send a note  to 2472 St Rt 11, North Bangor NY 12966.  A 

stipend of $10.00 is the usual donation for a Mass.�

�

CAMP GUGGENHEIM � SUMMER PAUSE:��

A Message from the Office of Youth Ministry�

After much discernment, discussion, and most importantly 

prayer, the decision has been made not to operate Summer 

Camp Guggenheim in 2021. Adherence to the NYS Dept. 

of Health requirements as well as thoughtful consideration 

for all of our campers and their families, counselors, staff, 

Pastors, and their health and safety all contributed in mak-

ing this decision. Although we pray for the end to this Pan-

demic, we must remain vigilant.�

Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support as we 

strive to continue the mission and traditions of our summer 

camp program in the days to come. For more information, 

contact Tom Semeraro, Director of Youth Ministry, 

tsemeraro@rcdony.org��

�

SEEKING HOUSE DIRECTOR�

Our Lady of the Adirondacks House of Prayer �

Have you ever wished you could live in community with 

others who love God…Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? Are 

you someone who loves Mary, are excited by the lives of 

the Saints, who knows that building the Kingdom means 

now but are not quite sure how you are called? Are you 

someone who is gentle and trustworthy, not given to addic-

tions or vice, hard�working and still active…someone who 

trusts God in all things, is wise in the things that are im-

portant, and takes great joy in the Roman Catholic faith? 

Perhaps you or someone you know would be a good resi-

dent at�Our Lady of the Adirondacks House of Prayer, lo-

cated in Ellenburg Center, NY. Or perhaps you are already 

part of a small community which is looking for a home and 

a mission. Come and visit us and see if the contemplative�

active life is for you. A word of caution... the House of 

Prayer is very rural and isolated especially in the winter. As 

of the present moment, there is no community living there, 

but the Board of Directors is actively looking for 3�5 peo-

ple, including a House Director, to live on its premises and 

help keep this Marian treasure vibrant within the North 

Country for all. Please call 518�534�9976 (Sarah) or 518�

518�578�6949 (Jeanette) for more information.�

DAY OF REFLECTION: �

Putting Forgiveness into Practice�

We all know from the Scriptures that we are called to 

forgive others and ourselves as well. We also know 

the challenge this call can be in our daily encounters. 

This reflection day will consider the dynamics of for-

giveness, some obstacles often experienced in becom-

ing a forgiving person, and some aids from our Catho-

lic tradition. It includes presentations, time for person-

al prayer and reflection with opportunities for sharing.�

When: Saturday, June 19, 2021�

Time: 9:45am � 12:00pm�

Speaker: Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ�

Cost is free. Anyone is welcome to register 

at�www.rcdony.org/reflection�

Zoom link will be emailed as date approaches.�

�

God Doesn’t Take a Break �

     An acquaintance who works in church ministry 

once told me a story about one of the students she had 

in Faith Formation. This student informed my friend 

that his family doesn’t come to Mass in summer. “God 

takes a break in summer, and so do we,” he said.�

     There’s a lot to unpack here. First, it’s tragic to 

think of anyone voluntarily missing out on the Eucha-

rist for so long. It’s also a real problem in the church 

today that a lot of our folks don’t understand the beau-

ty of the Sunday obligation. But if I had to dissect this 

situation and pinpoint the thing I find most troubling, 

it’s the idea of God taking a break.�

     I hope it’s starting to look like summer where you 

are. We’ve still got a few weeks left before it’s offi-

cial, but the school year should be winding up for 

most kids, the birds should be chirping a little louder, 

and hopefully your lawn is starting to green up nicely. 

You’re probably daydreaming about the annual cabin 

getaway weekend or waterskiing on the Fourth of Ju-

ly. �

     All in all, summer is going to be a nice break, even 

if � like typical Americans � our break is full of 

productive work.�

     Thank God � literally � that He doesn’t take a 

break, even if we do. Can we try to remember that, 

even in the midst of our many wonderful distractions? 

Let’s enjoy this summer. Let’s live it to the full. But 

let’s see it for the gift that it is � and remember the 

thanks we owe the Giver.  Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

�

THE LORD CALLS�

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit!  “We suffer with Him so that we may also be 

glorified with Him.”  How are you being called to glo-

rify the Lord in response to His love?  Could God be 

inviting you to the ordained or consecrated life? Talk 

to Fr. Ray or Fr. Christopher Carrara, ccarra-

ra@rcdony.org or Cathy Russell, the Diocesan Voca-

tion Coordinator at (315)393�2920, ext. 1450/

crussell@rcdony.org.  See us also on Facebook or at 

www.myvocation.net.�
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Dr. Kevin Poupore
Healthy Teeth and Gums for the Whole Family!

“I go to Dr. Poupore,
because he’s kind and

knows what he is doing”
R.G.

560 East Main St. Malone, NY 12953
(518) 483-3100

Visit us at www.kevinpoupore.com

551 East Main St.
Malone

518-483-1880
www.ellisautos.com

4875 SO. CATHERINE ST.
PLATTSBURGH, NY 12901

Ricky Gadbois
518-563-7666

1-800-750-4452
FAX 518-563-1314

Route 11 / Brushton, NY 12916

Call Cinnamon 
for all your pre-cast concrete and 

memorials needs

518-529-7866

COMBAT
BUILDERS

Serving St Lawrence & Franklin Counties!
Veteran Owned & Operated

For All Your Home
 Remodeling Needs!
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

15% Discount to All Veterans
From Battlefields to Foundations,

 We Always Have You Covered!

315-212-9740

HOME HEALTH CARE 
DESIGNED FOR YOU

Trust your loved one with a 
certified Home Care Professional

Personal Care Services 
Grocery Shopping • Companionship

Light Housekeeping/Meal Preparation 
Medication Management
24 Hour access to an RN

Serving Northeastern NY for over 35 years
For more information visit

our website or call us today!
1-800-273-2641 | www.nchs.net
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