Sacred Hearts Parish
Bradford ~ Groveland
Mass Schedule:
Sacred Hearts Church
Saturday 4:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m.
(Family Mass), and 11:30 a.m.
Daily Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m.
IHM Chapel
Saturday 8:00 a.m., IHM Chapel

St. Patrick Church
Sunday 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 a.m.

Penance: Saturday, 3:00 p.m. 3:45 p.m. and upon request.

Baptism:
2nd Sunday of the month at
11:30 a.m. (Sacred Hearts)
3rd Sunday of the month at
10:15 a.m. (St. Patrick)

Baptism Instruction: For parents
and godparents is the first
Sunday of the month at
12:30 p.m. in the IHM Chapel.
To register call the Pastoral
Center at 978-373-1281.

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament:
Weekly on Fridays after the
7:00 a.m. Mass until 1:00 p.m.

Parish Staff
Very Rev. John Delaney, V.F., Pastor
Rev. Benjamin LeTran, Parochial Vicar

Ms. Beth Fullerton, Coordinator of
Religious Education

Deacon Eric Peabody, Permanent Deacon

Mrs. Camille Peters, Music Director

Mrs. Betty Desjardins, Pastoral Associate

Mrs. Holly Roche, Finance & Operations Manager

Mrs. Kathleen Blain, School Principal

Mr. Dan Clark, Facilities Manager

Mrs. Chrissie Pettis, Early Childhood Center Director

Mrs. Pam Conte, Parish Secretary

PASTORAL CENTER OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Thursday: 8:30 a.m - 4:30 p.m. * Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
48 South Chestnut Street • Bradford, MA 01835 • Phone: 978-373-1281 Fax: 978-374-3043 • Website: www.sacredheartsparish.com
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THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Mission Statement for
Sacred Hearts Parish

MASS
SUNDAY 10:15 AM

Sacred Hearts Parish
exists to serve as a living
testimony to Christ’s
presence within its faith
community which is
strengthened and
nourished by a firm
commitment to the
Gospel values through
prayer, worship, faith
formation and service.

Sacred Hearts Parish
is on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/sacredheartsbradford/
“Like” us. You will be able to keep up with all our events.

POINTS TO PONDER
Reflect on Sunday’s readings: Joshua 24: 1-2a, 15-17,
18b; Ephesians 5: 21-32; John 6:6 0-69
•
•
•
•

What “sayings” of Jesus do you find especially
hard to accept? Why?
When have you experienced “spirit and life” in
your struggle to live the Gospel?
In what ordinary and simple ways do families
“serve the Lord” in the spirit of Joshua?
In light of Paul’s words to husbands and wives in
today’s second reading, how does married life
mirror the relationship of Christ and the Church?

Dear Friends,
The clergy abuse crisis continues to be disturbing
and upsetting to all of us. We are filled with anger,
pain, disbelief, shame and horror at the evil
committed by priests against innocent young people.
My prayers that victims of clerical abuse receive the
support and assistance they deserve and that
significant actions be taken to improve the Church’s
response to this crisis. Church leadership must take
bold steps to deal with the crisis now and ensure the
safety of all people, especially our youth, in church
settings.
Let up pray for our Church and all victims of
clergy abuse.
I, Fr. Ben and members of our staff are always
available to talk with you about the issue.
Blessings,
A copy of Cardinal Sean’s letter
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regarding this issue is available on the
parish website and copies are available
in back of the churches.
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SATURDAY, August 25, 2018
8:00 a.m. ~ William Craig
4:00 p.m. ~ Allen Strudas
SUNDAY, August 26, 2018
7:30 a.m. ~ Urbain and Karen LaPierre
9:00 a.m. ~ Robert Ryan
10:15 a.m. ~ Doris Whitney
11:30 a.m. ~ Mae O’Flynn
MONDAY, August 27, 2018
7:00 a.m. ~ Intention of the Celebrant
TUESDAY, August 28, 2018
7:00 a.m. ~ Alfred Devine, Month’s Mind
9:00 a.m. (SP) ~ Leo Dowing, Month’s Mind
WEDNESDAY, August 29, 2018,
7:00 a.m. ~ Intention of the Celebrant
THURSDAY, August 30, 2018
7:00 a.m. ~ Intention of the Celebrant
9:00 a.m. (SP) ~ Intention of the Celebrant
FRIDAY, August 31, 2018
7:00 a.m. ~ Intention of the Celebrant
SATURDAY, September 1, 2018
8:00 a.m. ~ Intention of the Celebrant
4:00 p.m. ~ Raymond G. Bates
SUNDAY, September 2, 2018
7:30 a.m. ~ Leonard and Urban Curley
9:00 a.m. ~ Peter A. Early, Sr.
10:15 a.m. ~ Parishioners of Sacred Hearts Parish
11:30 a.m. ~ Helen Corsaro
Register Now for Religious Education
Registrations are being accepted for the 2018-2019
Religious Education Program Year. Registration forms
are available at the back of the church, on the Parish
website, and by contacting Beth Fullerton at
bfullerton@sacredheartsparish.com or 978-373-1281 at
the Pastoral Center. Please join us!

Protecting God’s Children Schedule 2018
Do you volunteer at Sacred Hearts Parish or do you
plan to help at the school next fall and have you never
taken a Protecting God’s Children class? Then, now is
the time to reserve a place in one of the upcoming
classes. The summer and fall schedule is listed below.
All classes will be held in Sacred Hearts Church Hall.
Please make sure that you have completed a class
before your service. Register at www.virtusonline.org.
Day
Date Time
Sunday
8/26 12:45 p.m.– 2:45 p.m.
Wednesday 9/5
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday
9/25 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday 10/3 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
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Dear Friends,
Our lives are filled with moments that present definite forks in the road of life. Situations arise that require
serious reflection and answers. Which college shall I attend? Have I found the right person to marry? Do I
relocate with my company or stay put and change jobs? Should I have surgery on my back or will I be worse
off? Should Mom live in an assisted living facility or live with me and my family? These questions and the
ensuing decisions bring a certain finality with them and serve as turning points in life.
Another major question each of us has to answer is: Do I believe in God or not? It’s a personal answer that
may be easily made or it may take a lot of soul-searching effort. Some people arrive at the answer early in life
while for others the answer comes later in life. And sadly, some people never arrive at the answer or never
grapple with the question.
In the reading from the Book of Joshua, Joshua reminds the Israelites of their covenant with the Lord. He then
gives them a choice whether or not they will serve the Lord. “If it does not please you to serve the Lord, decide
today whom you will serve, …”. Joshua puts the issue right in front of them. In his mind, the answer is easy,
given all that the Lord has done for them but he realizes that the Israelites had to make up their own mind and
live by their decision.
Similarly, in the gospel, Jesus’ disciples begin to realize how hard it is to follow his teachings. Consider the
following statements made by Jesus - ‘love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you’, ‘whoever
wishes to come after me must deny oneself, take up one’s cross and follow me’ and ‘unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of Man and drink His blood, you do not have life within you.” Upon hearing these words, some people
left the ranks of discipleship and returned to their former way of life while Peter made the great profession of
faith – “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and are
convinced that you are the Holy One of God.”
What is our decision, knowing the full extent of what it means to be a follower of Jesus? If Jesus posed the
same question, “Do you also want to leave?” to us, would our commitment be strong or lukewarm? Which way
would we turn?
A few lines from Robert Frost’s poem, The Road not Taken, speaks to this decision:
Two roads diverged in a wood and I –
I took the one less traveled by,
And that made all the difference.
Prayer and the sacraments fortify us for the journey of life and help us make the daily decision to live a Christian
life. This decision to follow Jesus is a life altering one and “makes all the difference” in one’s life.
Blessings and Peace,

THIS IS CORI WEEKEND
AUGUST 25TH AND 26TH

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, August 12, 2018
262 envelopes:
Loose:
Online giving (53 donors)
Total:

$
$
$
$

Holy Day - Assumption

$ 1,289.00

Sunday August 19, 2018
249 envelopes:
Loose:
Online giving (54 donors)
Total:

$
$
$
$

5,620.00
2,973.50
1,020.00
9,613.50

5,731.00
2,346.00
1,380.00
9,457.00

Saint Vincent de Paul Collection Box:
August 19, 2018
$ 359.00

We have staff members available after each Mass
this weekend, August 25th and 26th, to review your
original ID and witness your signature on your
completed CORI form. Thank you .
BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE
Next weekend’s second
collection is for Sacred Hearts
Parish Building and
Maintenance.
Thank you for your generous support of this
collection which allows us to keep our buildings and
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property in good condition.
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Rest in Peace
All Deceased Parishioners of
Sacred Hearts Parish
We remember in prayer those
who are ill and suffering in
body, mind and spirit.
We also pray for our nursing
and homebound parishioners
Mary Roche, Darcy Cardarelli, and Tom Quinlan

Sacrament of the Sick
This weekend the Sacrament of the
Sick will be offered after all Masses.
Anyone who is facing surgery or who
seeks healing of body, mind or spirit
is welcome to receive this sacrament.

Join us, Sunday
September 16th after
the 11:30 a.m. Mass on
Church grounds
Please join us for
fabulous free food,
friendly fellowship,
and great games.
Please RSVP to Pam Conte at the Pastoral Center at
978-373-1281 to help us anticipate attendance.
(Please remember to bring a food pantry donation.)

Catholic Parishes of
Haverhill Annual Raffle
Drawing Grand Prize: $5,000 CASH!
Date
Second prize: $500 cash
September
Third prize: $250 cash
23rd
Bonus prize: $250 cash to
seller of grand prize ticket

Your tickets should have arrived in the mail!!
12:30 PM
Cost is $5 per ticket or $25 for a
At Sacred
book of six - get one ticket free!
Hearts Parish
Every ticket you sell will benefit your parish!
Increase your opportunities for winning the
bonus prize by including co-workers and out of town relatives.
If you need additional tickets please call the Pastoral Center.
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PRAYER LINE
For prayer support call the Sacred Hearts Prayer line.
Eileen Clarkson at 978-373-0951 or
Priscilla Delong at 978-372-9353

NEIGHBORHOOD MASS
Many thanks to John Matarese who hosted our parish
“Neighborhood Mass and Dinner” on Friday,
August 17th. The rain did not dampen our spirits as
we celebrated Mass inside during the storm and
enjoyed a relaxing time together outdoors afterwards.
All who attended enjoyed the evening as we prayed
together and shared a meal. It was a great
opportunity to meet new parish friends and build
community in our parish.

BEST WISHES TO STUDENTS AND TEACHERS
We wish to extend best wishes to our parish youth
and parish teachers who are beginning a new school
year during these days of August and early
September. May the 2018-2019 school year be filled
with many blessings!
A special word of gratitude to all administration,
teachers, aides, and school support staff who offer
their best to our young people.
God Bless,
Fr. John

Picnic Volunteers Needed!
Please call 978-373-1281 to sign-up to help us
set-up before and clean up after the Parish picnic.
THANK YOU TO ALL BACKPACK SUPPORTERS
Knights of Columbus, Christ the King
Council 5004 would like to extend their
thanks and appreciation to all who
donated to the Fifth Annual Backpack
Supplies Drive for children in
grades K - 2 whose families in the
Parish, Bradford, Groveland and
Sacred Hearts School may not be
able to afford school supplies.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that of the seven sacraments instituted
by Christ and given to His Church, Baptism is known
as the gateway or the door through which Christians
enter into life in the Spirit? This “door” of Baptism
also opens to the faithful the way to the other
sacraments, as a prerequisite to their reception.
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church,*
“By Baptism all sins are forgiven, original sin and all
personal sins, as well as all punishment for sin…
Baptism not only purifies from all sins, but also makes
the neophyte (the newly-baptized person) ‘a new
creature,’ an adopted son of God, who has become a
‘partaker of the divine nature,’ member of Christ and
co-heir with Him, and a temple of the Holy Spirit.”
These amazing gifts from God conferred at Baptism
are compelling reasons not only for parents to seek
Baptism for their children, but also for unbaptized
adults who desire to know God to request entrance
through this gateway into His Church and into life in
the Spirit.
*Para. 1263, 1265

RCIC PROGRAM
Do you have a child entering grades 3-8 who has not
been baptized and would like to receive the beautiful
sacraments of Baptism and First Holy Communion?
Has your child been baptized but did not receive the
Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy
Communion? Please prayerfully consider enrolling
your child in our RCIC, Rites of Christian Initiation
of Children, program offered on Sunday mornings
beginning in September from 10:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.
Please call Beth Fullerton to receive more information
at 978-373-1281.

Calling all Catechists!
We are looking for faith-filled individuals who would
like to teach students in our Religious Education
Program. Catechists receive helpful lesson planning
tips, user friendly teaching guides, and countless
resources to make this an enjoyable and life-giving
experience. Please prayerfully consider serving our
Parish children! Please contact Beth Fullerton at
bfullerton@sacredheartsparish.com if you are
interested in learning more about becoming a
catechist.
Sundays 10:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. (K-7th Grade )
Sunday evenings (once a month from
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.) (9th and 10th grade)
♦ Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (K-5, 7-8)

♦
♦
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Sacred Hearts Parish OUTREACH
St. Vincent de Paul Helpline 978-372-5824
Outreach Coordinator, Bill LaPierre
Tel: 978-373-1281 ext. 12
E-mail: blapierre@sacredheartsparish.com

HOPE of the NATIONS
September 15, 2018 - 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Lowell Memorial Auditorium
A Catholic Conference for all adults ages 20 through
120, focused on a gift of Holy Hope! Come and join
with almost 2000 other Catholic men and women for a
full day filled with five powerful talks, incredible
Christian music , and the fellowship of thousands who
unite their hearts in Holy Hope. Holy Mass,
Confessions and Adoration will all be included in the
amazing day of grace. For more information and to
register go to www.HopeConferences.com
Fr. Chris of All Saints Parish is sponsoring a free bus
ride to and from the conference. The bus will depart
from All Saints parking lot at 8:00 a.m. Please join us.

YOU ARE INVITED TO RCIA!
Have you ever thought about becoming a
Catholic or just learning more about the
Catholic faith? The RCIA (Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults) team at Sacred Hearts
would like to assist you and accompany you through
the process. You may call Jeanne Dignan, RCIA
Director, at 978-373-1431 for more information.
The Pastoral Center will be closed on Monday,
September 3, 2018 in observance of Labor Day. We
will reopen on Tuesday, September 4th at 8:30 a.m.

WELCOME!!
A special welcome to all of
our new parishioners! We
are glad that you have
decided to make Sacred
Hearts Parish your spiritual home. If you would like
to become a registered parishioner of Sacred Hearts
Parish, please complete a registration form available
on our website, sacredheartsparish.org, at the back of
our churches, or by calling Pam Conte at the Pastoral
Center at 978-373-1281. Also, find us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/sacredheartsbradford/
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SACRED HEARTS SCHOOL
www.sacredheartsbradford.org
Kathleen M. Blain, Principal
Elementary School, Grades 1-8, 978-372-5451
31 South Chestnut Street, Bradford, MA 01835
Chrissie Pettis, Early Childhood Center Director
Nursery, Pre-K, Kindergarten, 978-374-7161
48 South Chestnut Street, Bradford, MA 01835

Religious
Education

AUGUST 26, 2018
“Return to Me with
your whole heart”
Joel 2:12

Beth Fullerton, Coordinator
978-373-1281x17
Kim Seymour, Administrative Assistant

Religious Education Classes
Sunday mornings, 10:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. (Grades
K - 7 and RCIC) begins Sunday, September 16th
Monday evenings, 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (Grades 6 - 8)
begin Monday, September 17th
Wednesday evenings, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (Grades
K - 8) begin Wednesday, September 19th

BACK TO SCHOOL
2018-2019 ACADEMIC YEAR
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
August 27
Teacher In-Service
August 28
Teacher In-Service
August 29
1st Day of School – Grades 1-8
Before and After School Care
Begins for Grades 1-8
August 30

Kindergarten Orientation

August 31

No School

September 3

No School Labor Day

September 4 1st Full Day of Kindergarten
(Note: No school Haverhill PUBLIC;
Sacred Hearts School will be OPEN!)

Before and After School Care
Begins for Kindergarten
Nursery/Pre-K Orientation
September 5 Nursery/Pre-K Orientation
September 6 Nursery/Pre-K Programs Begin
September 7 Nursery/Pre-K Programs Begin
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Confirmation class
Grade 9 (Year 1) - begin Sunday, September 16th
from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Grade 10 (Year 2) - begin Sunday, September 23rd
from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
**Sunday morning/Wednesday evening classes are
held at Sacred Hearts School. Monday evening
classes are held at St. Patrick Church in Groveland.
Confirmation classes are held in the Sacred Hearts
Church Hall.
Catechist Workshop Dates:
All Catechists must attend one of the Workshop Dates
below for the specific grade you would like to teach:
8/26/18 at 10:15 a.m. (Grades K-8)
8/26/18 at 4:00 p.m. (Confirmation - Grades 9 and10)
8/27/18 at 5:00 p.m. (Grades K-8)
8/27/18 at 6:00 p.m. (Confirmation - Grades 9 and10)
All Catechist workshops will be 1 hour, and will be
held in the Sacred Hearts Church Hall.
Register Now For Religious Education Classes!
Registrations are being accepted for the 2018-2019
Religious Education Program Year. Registration
forms are available at the back of the Church, on the
Parish website, and by contacting Beth Fullerton at
978-373-1281 or bfullerton@sacredheartsparish.com.
Confirmation Parent and Student Meetings
Sunday, September 9, 2018
Immaculate Heart of Mary Chapel
Grade 9 - 4:00 p.m.
Grade 10 - 6:00 p.m.
Each meeting will be about 1 hour. Please contact
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Beth Fullerton at 978-373-1281 if you have any
questions regarding the Confirmation meetings.

