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Welcome to St. Raphael  & St. Anne Parishes 

 

New parishioners please register at the rectory.  We welcome you to our community  

whether you are visiting for the first time or have decided to make our parish your home. 

Weekend Mass Schedule 

The times below represent our customary 

hours...all public Masses, Sacraments, and 

devotions are suspended until further notice 

 

St. Raphael Masses             St. Anne Masses 

Saturday     4:00 PM                Sunday 8:00AM 

Sunday   10:00 AM 

 

 

 Daily Masses At  St. Raphael’s   

Monday, Thursday & Friday 8:30 AM 

St. Anne’s 

 

 

Baptism 

 

Please contact the parish priest, as soon as practi-

cable.  He will meet with you for baptismal prep. 

Marriage 

All arrangements should be made 6 months (or 

more) in advance.  Contact the parish priest. 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers the sick, shut-ins 

and deceased members of our parish. 

 

Hall Managers: Vangie Blust (287-9981)  

Rusty Wescott (287-5185) 

 

 

March 22, 2020           Fourth Sunday of Lent  

Parishes 

Office Hours 

Mon., Wed. & 

Thursday 

12:15 –1:30  PM 



St. Raphael Parish - Poultney           St. Anne Parish—Middletown Springs 

ANNOUNCED INTENTIONS 

 

Saturday         March 21 

4:00 PM Melissa Williams Downes (Birth 

Remembrance)  by the family 

 

Sunday March 22 

8:00 AM Parishioners of St. Anne Parish 

10:00 AM      Parishioners of St. Raphael’s Parish  

 

Monday March 23 

8:30AM Living intentions of Father Rendell 

Torres  

 

Tuesday March 24 

  NO MASS 

 

Wednesday March 25 

8:30 AM Intentions of Janet Asitleanu 

 

Thursday March 26 

8:30 am   

  

Friday             March 27 

8:30 am  

   

Saturday         March 28 

4:00 PM Frank Breznick by Tony Pacyna 

 

Sunday March 29 

8:00 AM Parishioners of St. Anne Parish 

10:00 AM      Parishioners of St. Raphael’s Parish  

PARISH SUPPORT  

Offertory- $ 825.00 

Flowers- $ 387.00 

St. Anne      

Offertory—$ 255.00 

Flowers- $ 55.00 

  Easter Flowers: 

While Masses are suspended, the Church will 

be opened daily for private prayer.  While 

there will be no public celebration of the 

Paschal Solemnities, the Sanctuary will reflect 

the liturgical transitions of the season...it will 

be stripped for Good Friday and decorated 

for Easter.  Palms will also be available.  We 

encourage donations sent to the rectory. 

Guidelines for Lent: 

• The time of Lent is to be observed by Catholics 

as a special season of prayer, penance and 

works of charity. 

• Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, in particular, 

are the most important penitential days of the 

liturgical year. They are days of both fast and 

abstinence. All Friday’s in Lent are days of ab-

stinence. 

• The rule of fasting states that only one full meal 

a day can be taken. Two small meals, 

“Sufficient to maintain strength”, are allowed, 

but together they should not equal another full 

meal. Eating between meals breaks the fast, but 

drinking liquids does not. The rule of fasting 

obliges all Catholics from 18 to 59. 

• Abstinence refers to the eating of meat.  The 

common estimation of the community is used to 

determine what falls under the category of 

meat.  The rule of abstinence binds all Catholics 

14 years or older. 

Baby Bottle Campaign: The Baby Bottle cam-

paign has been pushed out to June 21.  Please hold 

on to your  baby bottles till then.   Thank you for 

your understanding.  

MARCH FUNDRAISER 

  

Fundraising will continue in ways to be deter-

mined shortly.   

Friday Stations of the Cross 

 

Individuals may visit the church  

privately to make the  

Stations of the  

Cross. 

All are encouraged  

to pray them at home 



    Fourth Sunday of Lent      March 22, 2020 

From Father Steven:  

Dear Friends: 

By now we are all aware of the suspensions of public 

Mass, Sacraments, and devotions throughout the dio-

cese and in so many dioceses to date.  Those reading 

this bulletin are doing so either from a hard copy 

placed in the Church or by electronic means.  It is my 

intention to continue publication of the bulletin as both 

a means of the communication of information of news 

in the parish, spiritual meditation, and prayer requests 

and the intentions of the private Masses to be offered 

in the Church.  It is important for us to realize that the 

Parish isn’t “shutting down”, but rather functioning in 

a new way for the time being.   

 

Sadder than the suspension of public Mass would be a 

feeling of distance from one another and our Church.  

Sadder than the physical isolation from limited or re-

strictive gathering, would be an isolation of spirit.  We 

might say that the latter is what so many in our world 

have been suffering from for a long time…a spiritual 

isolation, a lack of intimacy and communion which is 

the result of the generous spirit of those who under-

stand the true meaning of things.  For so many in our 

world, this form of Pandemic is the norm.  We can 

reflect more another time for how to overcome it.  But 

for our part right now, we must avoid the danger of 

settling into it ourselves. 

 

We are an active community with positive relation-

ships, generous hearts, and sincere faithful who enjoy 

each other’s company at our liturgies, socials, groups, 

and even our new game nights.  The challenge for us 

right now is to learn to retain our presence to each 

other while not retaining our physical proximity.  We 

must enter into the adventure of being together, sepa-

rately.  There are many ways to do this and they are 

not that hard.  In time we can learn to do it even better.  

Let’s look a bit at this.  When you drive by a home, 

you think of all the people who live there.  You may 

not stop and visit, but you can visit in your mind and 

heart by recollecting a memory, making an intention 

to call, text, or reach out on social media, or offering a 

prayer or sentiment of well wishes.  Thus, you were 

present, without being proximate…together, but sepa-

rated. 

 

We can do this because we are men and women with a 

spirit and can raise that spirit in recollecting the past, 

directing it to the future, or holding the present mo-

ment.  This is the key to being able to love…the com-

munication of our spirits leading to something shared.  

When others do this for us, and we learn about it…it 

brings us closer. 

Like that house we drive by, we have two Church-

es…with a family who lives there.  I would like to 

recommend that we use the image of our Church as 

the prime symbol during this time for being present 

to each other while apart as it is the best symbol of 

our life together…our life to which we all desire to 

return.  I would like to suggest that when we pass 

through town and see our church…think of the peo-

ple who live there…each Sunday and weekdays…

think of who gather at the hall.  Think of individuals 

and raise your spirit to them…maybe call or text.  

Think of the one or two that might even be in there 

praying at that moment.  I might be in there offering 

Holy Mass.  If you don’t go out and pass by, use a 

photograph of the Church or an online image to do 

the same thing.    This symbol will also attach us to 

God and raise each other to Him for protection and 

mercy.  It will remind us of how the family of our 

Church dwells in God.  Also, when you pass the rec-

tory, think of me (and Jolie…!) saying my daily pray-

ers or working to help keep us feeling together. 

 

 

 

Other practical ways which parish leadership and I 

are working on to maintain communication and pres-

ence is by updating the Facebook page, reviving and 

revamping a dormant parish website, frequent parish 

wide emails (call the rectory to be added if you are 

not on the list), phone calls, and the continuation of 

the weekly bulletin which will be found in the 

Church or online.  For as long as we can, we will 

maintain church housekeeping crews…individual or 

small teams of 2 or 3 working at more than safe dis-

tances.  The parish hall will also get some needed 

attention. 

 

The Church:  The Church will be unlocked daily 

from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. for prayer.  Confessions are by 

appointment at this time.  Those actively dying will 

be visited upon request for the Sacraments and rites 

of the Church. 

The Roof:  I am happy to announce that Premier 

Roofing expects to begin work on our roof this com-

ing week. 
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EVERYDAY
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Roberts - Aubin Funeral Home
Walter Ducharme

Owner/Funeral Director

Onsite crematory at our Middlebury, VT location.
Peace of mind knowing your loved one never leaves our care.

Serving all faiths. Traditional and Cremation Services.
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