
March 29, 2020…Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 
 
 

Saint Anne’s Parish 
Middletown Springs, Vermont 

 

Saint Anne,  
Teach me to Love  

Thy Daughter  
Mary 

 

 

Saint Raphael’s Parish 

Poultney, Vermont 
 

“I am Raphael, One of the Seven Angels who stand 
and serve before the Glory of the Lord.” 

Tobit 12:15 
 

 
 

Rev. Steven P. Scarmozzino, Administrator 
fathersteven1997@icloud.com 

 

Parish Website 

straphael.vermontcatholic.org 
 

St. Raphael’s and St. Anne’s Rectory and Parish Office 
21 East Main Street, Poultney Vermont 05764 

Office Phone: 802-287-5703…Office Email: straphaelparish@myfairpoint.net 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday…12:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT DURING THIS TIME, THE OFFICE IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
YOU MAY, HOWEVER, PHONE THE RECTORY AT ANYTIME. 

 

Parish Secretary and Book Keeper 
Michelle Davenport 

 

Deacons 
Rev. Mr. Vincent J. Meyers, St. Raphael………………...…Rev. Mr. Andrew R. Moulder, St. Anne 

 

Customary Week-End Mass and Confession Schedule…PLEASE NOTE…NO Public MASSES AT THIS TIME 

Saturday Confessions, St. Raphael 3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Saturday Vigil Mass, St. Raphael 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday Mass, St. Anne 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Mass, St. Raphael 10:00 a.m. 

Confessions may be heard at St. Anne’s before Mass.  All other Confessions by appointment. 



Sacrificial Giving 
We are grateful for those who mailed or brought 

their contributions to the rectory.  We are currently 
working toward online giving to facilitate 

contributions. This should be available soon. 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

8:30 a.m., St. Raphael’s Church 
 

Please Note there are no public Masses at this 
time…Sunday or Weekdays… 

all Masses are private. 
 

Intentions will continue to be accepted and all 
intentions will be fulfilled.  

Call Father Steven at the rectory to arrange a Mass. 
The donation can be mailed to the rectory. 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday 4:00 p.m. March 28 

Frank Breznick; by family 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. March 29 

Intention Available 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. March 29 

Intention Available 

Monday 8:30 a.m. March 30 

Intention Available 

Tuesday March 31 

No Announced Mass Scheduled 

Wednesday 8:30 a.m. April 1 

Intention Available 

Thursday 8:30 a.m. April 2 

Intention Available 

Friday 8:30 a.m. Apri 3 

Intention Available 

 

Just what is a  
“Mass Intention”…? 

At each Holy Mass, Christ’s Sacrifice on Calvary is 
made present Sacramentally.   

What does this mean?  Good Question…  
When Christ died on the Cross, He offered up his 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity to the Father in 

Heaven for the Redemption of the sins of 
humankind back to the first man, Adam, to the last 
man at the end of the ages.  In a mystical way, that 
same Sacrifice is made present to us through the 

Priest’s Offering. 
   

How so?  Good Question… 
The night before He died, he took bread and 

wine…not all bread and wine…but the bread and 
wine at His table and “Consecrated” it.  To 
consecrate something is to make it Holy by 

irrevocably dedicating it to God.  Christ’s 
Consecration…because of the words “This is ‘My’ 
Body…This is ‘My’ Blood’ goes a step further…the 

ultimate step further…He irrevocably dedicates the 
elements to Himself, Communicating Himself to 

the elements so that the elements become Himself 
to give us a memorial of his Death and 

Resurrection.  In this way, and when the Church 
performs this action by the ministration of the 
priest in fulfillment of the command “Do this in 

memory of Me” we render this memorial present 
on the Altar.   

 

But my friends in other Christian communities say 
the repetition of the Lord’s Supper is principally a 

fellowship meal.   
How is it a memorial of His death? 

Good Question… 
Part of this can be seen in the double Consecration 

and the way the Church has interpreted the Last 
Supper in general.  Christ did not say over the 

bread…this is my body and blood.  He did not say 
over the wine…this is my body and blood.  He said 

over the bread, “This is My Body” and said over the 
chalice, “This is my blood” separating them.  The 

separation of one’s body and blood is death.  Thus, 
he anticipated the event of the next day and in the 

action created its memorial.   
Now.  Christ’s Body and Blood were separated only 
once for the many and because of His Resurrection 

and can never be “separated” again.  Here is an 
IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF OUR CATHOLIC FAITH.  

We believe that the elements of BREAD and WINE 
are COMPLETELY and WHOLELY changed into 

Christ’s BODY, BLOOD, SOUL, AND DIVINTY.  They 
are NOT symbols, but the reality of the Living Lord 

in Heaven.   The Host contains the Body, Blood, 
Soul, and Divinity of Christ whole and entire as 

does the Chalice…only the “separation” is symbolic 
of his once for all death.  Christ does not separate 

or “die again” at Mass.  At Mass, we have the 
“memorial’ of the death of the Lord who can never 
die again.  It is thus called the “Unbloody” Sacrifice 

 



Why?  Good Question… 
Because at Mass Christ’s one time Sacrifice is 

renewed in all its element without His suffering 
and dying so that He is present offering Himself to 

the Father for the Salvation of all who would be 
incorporated into His Mystical Body. 

   

So what is a Mass Intention…??? 
You never answered that…!!!  I know. 

At Mass Christ offers Himself up to the Father in 
reparation for sins of the world for the salvation of 
humankind.  This sacrifice is offered by the ministry 

of the priest who offers the sacrifice in Christ’s 
name and in His person at the moment of the 

actual sacrifice itself…the consecration and the 
prayers before and after.   

 

The people offer the sacrifices of their lives and 
join them to the offering of Christ on the Altar.  

They may have intentions they bring with 
them…and they offer their intentions with their 

offering of their lives.  Mass does not have “one” 
intention.  It has all the intentions that the people 

bring to it.  The way the people have 
intentions…the priest has an intention as well.  A 

MASS INTENTION…IS THE INTENTION OF THE 
PRIEST while he offers the Holy Sacrifice.   

 

The Church has always understood that the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass brought forth 

“fruits”…general and particular.  The Church also 
understood that the priest’s intention at Mass 

brought forth special fruits.  A Mass intention is 
your intention that you give to the priest to make 

his own and confide it to God on your behalf 
applying the merits in a special way.  Mass 

intentions can be for all the Living and all the Dead.  
Traditionally, a stipend was attached to the 

intention to be dedicated to the priest’s 
sustenance as is the case today.  The priest 

receives sustenance through a monthly 
reimbursement fixed by the diocese and Mass 

Stipends.   
 

What is Private Mass? 
People often think “Private Mass” means Mass 
where the priest and God are alone and no one 

comes in.  Right now the circumstance dictates that 
no one may attend, but that is not the norm.  

Typically, at least one person is to be in attendance 

to offer the responses.  That is Church Law.  
However, the priest may say Mass without a server 

for a just cause…an event where there is not a 
server or as in our case right now where such is not 

even possible. 
This is because the priest stands both “in persona 
Christi”, in the person of Christ AND “in persona 
ecclesiae”, in the person of the Church.  So, he is 

not saying Mass “talking to himself”…he is 
addressing God and responding on behalf of the 

Church in a legitimate absence of the people. 
 

So Mass is NEVER private in the sense that it is just 
the priest and God…the Church is always present.  
Then why is it called “Private Mass”?  In Latin the 

phrase is “Missa Privata” which is erroneously 
translated as Private Mass.  And from that error 

comes the erroneous understanding of a so-called 
Private Mass.  The Latin verb “privo, privare, 

privatus, privata, privatum” means to deprive, to 
have something taken away, to lack something.  A 

Missa Privata is not a Mass that is private, but a 
Mass that is deprived or lacking.   

 

It is a Mass lacking all the requisite ministers, a 
choir and sung responses, and all external 

solemnity such as incense and processions, etc.  It 
needs to be noted that no Mass lacks power, 
effect, or spiritual perfections, but it can lack 

elements that contribute and fulfill its external 
solemnity.  Typically, a private Mass is merely an 

unannounced Mass as on a priest’s day off or 
during vacation.  Normally, anyone can attend at 

any time.  In some monasteries where there is one 
Conventual or communal Mass with one priest 

celebrant, each monk will offer his private Mass at 
a side Altar in the morning before attending the 

communal sung Mass.   
 

Since the liturgical reform of the last century, 
concelebration (where several priests vest and 

participate in offering Mass at the same time) has 
become common.  But, every priest has the right to 

offer Mass privately when he does not have the 
obligation of being the principal celebrant.  The 

exception to this is for the Sacred Triduum where 
private Masses may not be offered.  This year and 

for this year only, Pope Francis has made an 
exception. 
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119 North Main Street
Fair Haven, VT

(802) 265-8085
Director

Christopher Book

EVERYDAY
FLOWERS

Fresh Cut Flowers
Silk Arrangements

Balloons •  House Plants
Special Flowers for Everyday Occasions

 200 MAIN ST.
 POULTNEY, VT

 (802) 287-4094
 Emily
 Stockwell

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY
CANOPIES

Tents, Tables, Chairs,
& Dance Floor Rentals

(802) 877-6211
TOM DEMATTIES

Roberts - Aubin Funeral Home
Walter Ducharme

Owner/Funeral Director

Onsite crematory at our Middlebury, VT location.
Peace of mind knowing your loved one never leaves our care.

Serving all faiths. Traditional and Cremation Services.

266 Allen Ave., Poultney                   802-287-5511

200 Main Street
Poultney, VT 05764

802-287-4009
Travis Baptie

loomispandf@gmail.com

Marcie VanBuren, Owner

Marcie’s
Hair Studio

Tue: 12-7 • Wed - Fri: 9-5
Sat: 9-12

1181 East Main Street
Poultney, VT 05764
802-287-2404


