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No public masses �

are being said. �

Mass  intentions �

scheduled during this time 

will be rescheduled or �

can be offered privately �

by one of the priests�

�

�

�
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 �� ���                                         MARCH  29, 2020 ALL MASSES CANCELED�

Dear Parishioners and Friends:�

I want to thank you for your  cards, 

prayers and good wishes while I am 

on medical leave.   Everyday is be er 

and I look forward to seeing you 

again.  I miss you all and wish that I 

could be with you during this unprec-

edented "me of pain and uncertainty.  I recently 

read a statement by Cardinal Timothy Dolan that I 

found inspiring and upli%ing.  I share it with you:  �

“We all like to be “in the know.” We want things to be pre-

dictable so we can make our plans. We are very uncomfort-

able when we’re “in the dark” and can’t predict what will 

happen next.�

We very much like to be in control, not to be caught off 

guard. Well, so much for all of that! These days find us all 

with far more ques%ons than answers, much more “in the 

dark” about things than illuminated, coping with the unpre-

dictable rather than our usual rou%ne.�

It dawns on us that, in many ways, we are all vulnerable, 

and not as much in control as we thought. So we discover 

another longing in the human heart, the yearning to trust.�

God told the people of Israel, “Be s%ll, and trust that I am 

God.” Jesus taught, “Fear is useless. What is needed is 

trust.” So, we trust the realis%c precau%ons that profession-

als are giving us.�

Yes, we are confident in the care and vigilance offered by 

our courageous and indefa%gable physicians and health 

care workers.�

We even listen carefully to our civic leaders, and to our me-

dia professionals who keep us posted and in touch.�

Most of all, we trust in our common sense and the innate 

wisdom deep within ... and in the God who gave those gi.s 

to us, and who daily invites us to trust in Him.�

As “one na%on under God,” in “God we trust.” He is omnip-

otent, in control. We are not. �

Please keep me in your prayers and know that you 

are remembered daily in mine.     Fr Flannery�



                                                                                                      �

TRUST IN HIS PROMISES -  A reflection for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Experiencing anxiety when someone we love is ill can be extremely difficult. As faithful people, often our first (and 

best) response is to seek the Lord’s help. Waiting for an answer to that prayer can also be anxiety�producing. It must 

have seemed so confusing to Mary and Martha, knowing how much Jesus cared for their brother, that he would delay 

coming to his assistance.�

Jesus loved the family from Bethany, but he loved the Father more. Not only did he know all would be well, but more 

importantly, it was also to be an opportunity to glorify Him in the delayed response. In the reading from Romans, St. 

Paul reminds us we are not just flesh, but also spirit. Jesus demonstrates through his response to Lazarus’ illness and 

death the importance of answering prayers ordered to renew, strengthen, and heal the spirit over physical healing. 

Though He promises Lazarus’ illness will not end in death, and it does not …eventually, Lazarus, like all of us, does 

indeed die. Jesus’ discussions with both Mary and Martha in today’s Gospel illuminate how His answer to our prayers 

should first and foremost lead us to deeper faith and hope in Heaven.�

Remember, Martha is the sister upset, during Jesus’ previous visit to Bethany, that her sister is sitting at his feet in-

stead of helping with the work of serving. She is taught, then, by the Master, of the need to balance our service and 

work with making time for the essential work of prayer. She’s taken his words to heart. Martha demonstrates her 

strength of faith within the anxiety and grief of her brother’s illness and death. Although devastated at the loss of her 

brother, she clings to her faith in the resurrection.�

Later in the Gospel Martha says to Jesus, “‘I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus told her, ‘I am 

the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in 

me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world’” (John 11:21�27).�

As we pray and the answers do not come, we can feel abandoned or punished by God. Like Martha, we must cling to 

the truth and enter as she does into dialog with Jesus. Prayer is the vehicle of that dialog. Simply put, prayer is a con-

versation. Remember, it is meant to be a two�way discussion. How can we hear God when he seems quiet or distant? 

We can turn to the Scriptures; it is the Word of God.�

Martha draws from the promises of Scripture to seek comfort in her brother’s death. She recalls the promise of the res-

urrection, her own faith strengthened by her ability to learn from her earlier conversation with Jesus to balance work 

and faith life. Her words demonstrate she has learned the blessings that come from stepping away from the constant 

doing, to be with him and listen, since her initial encounter with Christ.�

The better part Mary chose during his visit to Bethany, was to sit at the feet of Jesus. Mary acted aware of our need to 

turn to Jesus in prayer, to listen, await, and most of all, trust in His promises. The promise that he loves us, is always 

with us, and he can bring good into every situation in our lives. Above all, God is to be glorified in all things.��

� � � � � � � � � � � � � Allison Gingras�

As more Catholics around the world find themselves unable to receive 

the Eucharist due to the coronavirus pandemic, this past week Pope 

Francis provided an example of a spiritual communion prayer that can 

be said from home.  We suggest that your focus your a"en#on on this 

or another picture of Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament and offer this 

prayer in union with so many others around the world.  You and your 

family might also pray the Rosary.�

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since 

I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart ... I 

embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 

separated from You,” �

Prayed by Pope Francis in his televised daily Mass from his residence in Vatican City�
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