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No public masses are being said. �

Mass  intentions are being  fulfilled  by our 

priests in the private masses they are of-

fering on a daily basis.  �

Intentions can also be rescheduled  at a 

later date if  preferred.�

SPECIAL URBI ET ORBI �

Pope Francis held the special Urbi et Orbi recently from the steps of 

St. Peter’s Basilica.  h�ps://youtu.be/JcUqLrbi9Cg  �

Usually a colorful event reserved only for Christmas Day and Easter 

Sunday, this extraordinary blessing was held in keeping with the gravi-

ty of the current global situa-on, as more than half of the world’s pop-

ula-on is confined to their homes to prevent the spread of Covid�19.�

Standing in a deserted St. Peter’s Square with a steady rain falling, 

Pope Francis spoke to the world through all the means of modern 

communica-on: Facebook, YouTube, TV, and radio.�

Symbols of faith�

He prayed for the world at this cri-cal juncture in the presence of two 

images that have accompanied the people of Rome for centuries: the 

ancient icon of Mary Salus Populi Romani � usually housed in the Basil-

ica of St. Mary Major � and the miraculous crucifix kept in the church 

of San Marcello on the city’s Via del Corso.�

Most importantly, the Pope exposed the Blessed Sacrament for adora-

-on and imparted his Apostolic Blessing, offering everyone the oppor-

tunity to receive a plenary indulgence.�

But first, Pope Francis offered a medita-on on the crisis facing the 

world, reflec-ng on a passage from the Gospel of Mark (4:35�41).�

“For weeks now it has been evening,” said the Pope. “Thick darkness 

has gathered over our squares, our streets and our ci-es; it has taken 

over our lives, filling everything with a deafening silence and a dis-

tressing void, that stops everything as it passes by; we feel it in the air, 

we no-ce it in people’s gestures, their glances give them away.”�

In this situa-on, he said, we feel afraid and lost, like the disciples 

whose boat was in danger of sinking while Jesus slept at the stern.�

All in the same boat�

The Covid�19 pandemic has reminded us that we are all on the same 

boat, said Pope Francis, and so we call out to Jesus. The disciples ask 

Him, “Teacher, do you not care if we perish?”�

The Pope said these words would have shaken Jesus, “because He, 

more than anyone, cares about us.”�

The storm, said the Pope, exposes “our vulnerability and uncovers 

those false and superfluous certain-es around which we have con-

structed our daily schedules” and lays bare “all those a�empts to 

anesthe-ze ourselves”.�

What is revealed, he said, is “our belonging as brothers and sisters”, 

our common humanity.�

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?�

Pope Francis then picked up the thread of Jesus’ ques-on: “Why are 

you afraid? Have you no faith?”�

He said we have all gone ahead “at breakneck speed”, ignoring the 

wars, injus-ce, and cries of the poor and our ailing planet. “We carried 

on regardless, thinking we would stay healthy in a world that was 

sick.”�

In our stormy sea, we now cry out: “Wake up, Lord!”�

EASTER SUNDAY                            � �  � � � � � APRIL 12, 2020  �

Dear Parishioners and Friends:�

Christ is risen, Alleluia. A Blessed East-

er to all of you!! Even in the midst of 

this pandemic�Christ is Risen!  Thank 

you for your prayers and Easter remem-

brances�and thank you to our wonder-

ful staff who make this parish such a 

remarkable sign of Christ’s presence in 

the world.  Even in the midst of so many 

challenges we continue to reach out to 

others through our Food Pantry/

Outreach Center and through our Senior 

Program. Thank you to our volunteers and leaders! �

The pandemic, Pope Francis said, has exposed "our vulnera-

bility and uncovers those false and superfluous certainties 

around which we have constructed our daily schedules, our 

projects, our habits and priorities."�

In the midst of these challenges God is calling people to 

faith, which is not just believing God exists, but turning to 

him and trusting him.�

As we move into the Easter season and the pandemic con-

tinues God continues to call people to "convert" and "return 

to me with all your heart."�

It is a time to decide to live differently, live better, love 

more and care for others. Every community is filled with 

people who can be role models � individuals, who, even 

though fearful, have reacted by giving their time talent and 

even their lives.�

The Holy Spirit can use the pandemic to redeem, value and 

demonstrate how our lives are woven together and sustained 

by ordinary people � often forgotten people � who do not 

appear in newspaper and magazine headlines, but are serv-

ing others and making life possible during this crisis.�

These are the doctors, nurses, supermarket employees, 

cleaners, caregivers, providers of transport, law and order 

forces, first responders, volunteers, religious men and wom-

en and so very many others who have understood that no 

one reaches salvation by themselves.�

How many people every day are exercising patience and 

offering hope, taking care to sow not panic but a shared re-

sponsibility.  How many fathers, mothers, grandparents and 

teachers are showing our children, in small everyday ges-

tures, how to face up to and navigate a crisis by adjusting 

their routines, lifting their gaze and fostering prayer. How 

many are praying, offering and interceding for the good of 

all. Prayer and quiet service: These are our victorious weap-

ons.�

So let us use this time of challenge as a time of opportuni-

ty�a time to let our actions imitate those of our Savior�

the one who came not to be served but to serve and give His 

Life as a ransom for many.�

Please keep me in your prayers at Easter and know that you 

are remembered daily in mine.    Fr Flannery�



                                                                                                      �

CELEBRATING HOLY WEEK AT HOME�

The study of Church history reveals that there were many �mes throughout the ages when Catholics were forced to celebrate their 

faith and their holy days in their private homes, “underground” if you will. For various reasons, these Chris�ans were shut out of public 

access to their churches, the Sacraments, public worship of the Church and easy access to fellow believers. �

In our �me, we’re tempted to think that what we’re going through with coronavirus quaran�ne is unique and that our Church is with-

out living memory of the prac�ce of Chris�anity�in�private. For example, not so very long ago, during the years of Communist repres-

sion, European Catholics kept their faith alive in unique and crea�ve ways, away from public scru�ny. It’s amazing that their faith didn’t 

falter during those difficult �mes. They kept on prac�cing, kept their prayer and tradi�ons alive, and they waited for days of libera�on.�

What they did was to keep closely to the liturgical calendar of the Church. They kept alive Advent, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week and East-

er tradi�ons at home, as individuals and families. They read the slated Scriptures that would have been publicly proclaimed in their 

parishes if public worship had been allowed. They had special dinners and baked special treats connected to feast days. They fasted 

when they should have. They taught their children about the meaning of these things. Most importantly, they took all that they could 

for discussion and prayer from the scheduled texts and rites from the Sunday and Feast Day Masses as they were prescribed in the 

Church calendar.�

This coming Holy Week and Easter Triduum will be very different for us Catholics. We find ourselves in the same situa�on as the 

“underground Church” although for a more benign reason. In spite of it, we should take a �p from these persecuted Catholics do the 

same as they did. We encourage you to go to our parish website for spiritual resources and links to televised church services.�

Get hold of a Missal [h3ps://www.missaldaily.com/] that contains the Scripture readings for this upcoming Paschal season. You can 

also access many liturgical resources online. Try to secure resources ahead�of��me which contain the beau�ful prayers and rites of 

each of the upcoming feasts. Be sure to secure rendi�ons of the sacred music and hymns unique to this season. �

There are countless recordings available of the Eucharis�c hymns for Holy Thursday, the somber melodies of Good Friday and the victo-

rious hymns of Easter. (Who would not want to sing “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” on Good Friday?)�

I have another sugges�on. Set up a “Home Worship Space” some place where you and your family can see it easily in your own home. 

Create a dedicated spot� maybe in the center of your dining room table � and there place a Bible, a crucifix, a large white candle, a con-

tainer with water, a twig represen�ng palm, a container of wine and a piece of bread and, if possible, a fresh flower in water. Each of 

these are symbols of the various events of Holy Week: the twig for Palm Sunday, the wine and bread for Holy Thursday, the crucifix for 

Good Friday, the large white candle, the water and the fresh flower for Easter Sunday. Specific passages from the Scriptures should be 

bookmarked so they can be read as each Feast Day is celebrated.  A3end Holy Week with Pope Francis�the link is on our webpage.�

As we all long for the �me when we can gather around the Table of the Lord for Mass in our parish churches once again, we Catholics 

soldier on. The astounding beauty of the upcoming Paschal Feasts cries out for celebra�on. We have been saved by an act of incredible 

grace! Jesus, our Savior, died and rose for us! How can we keep our hearts from singing � even if we have to sing at home this year? �

� � � � � � � � � � Thanks to Fr. Tom More3e for these insights.�

My Jesus, I believe that You are 

present in the Most Holy Sacra-

ment of the altar. I love You above 

all things, and I desire to receive 

You into my soul. Since I cannot 

at this moment receive You sacra-

mentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart ... I embrace You as 

if You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You. Never 

permit me to be separated from 

You,”  

 



“Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years”

We Offer The Largest Selection Of 
Tires & Custom Wheels In 

The Tri-State Area As Well As The 
Fastest Service Anywhere.

Open M-F 8-7, Sat. 8-3
518-477-4753

591 Columbia Turnpike, E. Greenbush, NY
www.GrandPremierTire.com

Caitlin M. Hicks, Owner
At Home Consultations

Cemetery Monuments, Markers,
Plaques and Cleaning

Telephone: 518-860-7175
P.O. Box 190, Rensselaer, NY 12144

www.everlastingmemorialsny.com

Everlasting 
Memorials

Granite and Bronze Company

Kathleen McC. Baynes,
Esq., PLLC

Attorney, Parishioner
(518) 641-0401

kmb@kmbaynes.com
www.kmbaynes.com

Looking for a rewarding career 
helping others? Become a Personal 

Home Health Care Aide
• High competitive wages
• Flexible schedules & locations
• Weekly pay & Bonus programs
• Paid time off
• Supervision available 24/7
• Free PCA training… and more!

Celebrating 40 
years of service, 

since 1977
Contact us to learn more

Call 518-453-3681 or toll free 866-516-1367
Join the Attentive Care Family!  

attentivecareservices.com

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Marys Church, Albany, NY 04-0782

THE MORRELL FAMILY WELCOMES YOU TO:

MICHAEL J. LIPNICK, D.M.D.

VINCENT GIGLIO, D.D.S.

Office Hours By Appointment
Uptown: 822 New Scotland Ave.

Downtown Capital Center • St. Pine St.

482-6936 
434-3151

www.albanydentalteam.com

Timothy DiStefano - Financial Advisor, Parishioner
455 Patroon Creek Blvd., Suite 200, Albany, NY

Call for free consultation
Direct: 518.432.5084 • Toll Free: 866.678.5070

Cell: 518.588.5453 • Fax: 518.432.5089
timothy.distefano@rbc.com • www.timdistefanorbc.com

A division of RBC Capital Market, LLC, member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC

  DeBrino Caulking Assoc., Inc.
 Serving the Northeast
 Industrial • Commercial • Institutional
 • Caulking Specialists  • Damproofing & Air Vapor Barrier Systems
 • Waterproofing (All Types)  • Shotcrete & Grouting
 • Concrete & Masonry Restoration  • Industrial Floor Repairs
 • Cleaning & Maintenance  • Coatings & Crack Chasing
 • Parking Deck Repairs & Maintenance  • Chemical grouting
 • Expansion Joint Systems  • Epoxy Injection
 • Traffic Membrane - Deck Coatings  • Fire - Stopping Systems
 • Balcony Restoration  • Ironite & Cementitious Waterproofing
 • Underslab Gas Membrane Barrier  • Emergency Services

Member of SWRI, ECA, NESCA, ICRI, ASM ABBA - Sika Approved Applicator
(518) 732-7234 • Fax: (518) 732-2281 • 1304 Rt., 9, Castleton, NY • www.debrino.com

David M. Koonz - President
Office: 518.489.3773
Mobile: 518.496.3773
Call now for premium 
snow plowing rates!

130 Yardboro Ave., Albany, NY
dkoonz2@gmail.com

www.highlinepainting.com

Residential/Commercial
Professional Skilled Team 

Master Masonswww.georgebrothersofalbany.com
I N C R E T E  O F  A L B A N Y

 REGULAR & STAMPED CONCRETE
 RESURFACING • EPOXY FLOORING
 Sidewalks • Patios • Pool Decks 
 Driveways • Basements • Garages
  14 RAILROAD AVE • ALBANY, NY 12205

A Great Place
To Get Your

Concrete Sealer!

FREE 
ESTIMATES

(518) 489-1489

208 N. ALLEN STREET
ALBANY, NY 12206

(518) 489-0188
A Family Owned and Operated 

Funeral Home with over 4 generations 
of service to the community.

DANIEL KEENAN
Funeral Home, Inc.
490 Delaware Avenue

Albany, NY 12209
www.danielkeenanfuneralhome.com

(518) 463-1594

518-463-4829
Serving Breakfast and Lunch Daily
Breakfast is served all day
Ask for Details on Catering

40 North Pearl Street
JUST AROUND THE CORNER

PEARL ST.
DINER

NOW OPEN!! LifePath Living Center @ 80 Central
a place for adults 60 years or older to enjoy a healthy meal,

 make new friends and participate in fun programs and activities...
C A L L  T O D AY  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N !

Serving Lunch Monday - Friday from 12:30pm - 1:30pm, reservations required*
80 Central Ave. | Albany, NY 12206 | 518-512-2725 x 102

Conveniently located on CDTA bus routes. 1 & 712 ( Central Ave. & Lexington Ave.)
* This Congregate Meal Program is supported in part by the
City of Albany, the Albany County Department of Aging, the
New York State Department of Aging and the Administration
for Community Living.

Morgan Stanley
Robert F. Lynch, CIMA®, CPWA®

Senior Investment Management Consultant
Senior Vice President • Financial Advisor
NMLS # 1855500
80 State Street, 12th Floor • Albany, NY 12207
518-427-5520
robert.f.lynch@morganstanley.com
fa.morganstanley.com/robert.f.lynch
© 2019 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member 
SIPC. BC006 CRC2378025 01/19

Sam’s
Italian-American
Restaurant
Takeout Specials 2 for  $25.00

Call 518-463-3433 for selection
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 4:30PM-9PM
125 SOUTHERN BLVD, ALBANY


