
RECTORY  HOURS AND CONTACT NUMBER:                              �

Mon�Thurs : 8:30 am� 4:00 pm, Fri : 8:30 am� 1:00 pm �

(518) 462�4254�

�

WEEKEND MASSES:�

Saturday 12:05 p.m. �

Saturday Vigil � 4:00 p.m. �

Sunday � 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 a.m. �

�

DAILY MASSES:�

7:00 a.m., 12:05 p.m.�

�

CONFESSIONS:�

Weekdays before Mass; 11:45 a.m.�

Saturday from 3:15 to 3:45 p.m.�

�

BAPTISMS:�

Infant bap6sms are scheduled on the first and third Sundays of �

the month a9er masses. Please call the Rectory for details and�

scheduling.�

�

MARRIAGE:�

Arrangements  made 6�8 months in advance and prior to sched-

uling a recep6on. Please call the Rectory for details and schedul-

ing. �

�

NOVENAS:�

To Our Lady of Perpetual Help � every Tuesday a9er 12:05 Mass�

To St. Jude � every Wednesday a9er 12:05 Mass�

To the Holy Spirit � every Thursday a9er 12:05 Mass�

�

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART:�

Exposi6on of the Blessed Sacrament a9er 7:00 a.m. Mass�

�

FIRST SATURDAYS OF REPARATION:�

First Saturday every month�

Rosary with medita6ons following Mass�

�

HISTORIC ST. MARY’S STAFF:�

�

PASTOR:�

Rev. Michael Flannery (518)760�5079�

PASTOR EMERITUS:�

Rev. John T Provost�

WEEKEND ASSOCIATES: �

Rev. Edward Deimeke�

Rev. John L Moyna�

Rev. Julian Davies�

DEACON:�

Walter Ayres�

TRUSTEES: �

Joanne Maloy, Mary Nash�

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:�

Holly Hayes (Holly.Hayes@rcda.org) �

VOCALIST/SACRISTAN:�

John Rodier (518�466�1405)�

ORGANIST:�

Edward Heffron �

OUTREACH: Food Pantry, Next to New Shop�

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9:00 a.m. � 11:30 a.m.�

Sr. Mary Ellen Owens, RSM 518�462�4357�

OUTREACH: Sick, hospitalized and homebound�

Marion Zrelak� Call the Parish Office for Info. �

BUILDING COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN:�

Anthony Elacqua, James Elaqua�

�

www.hist�stmarys.org�

Facebook: Historic St. Mary’s Church                         �

Historic St. Mary’s Church 

Capitol Hill—Albany, New York 

�



No public masses are being said. �

Mass  intentions are being  fulfilled  by our priests in the pri-

vate masses they are offering on a daily basis.  �

Intentions can also be rescheduled  at a later date �

if  preferred�

In today’s gospel story Jesus, When Jesus began to talk about his 

future suffering and death, Peter could hardly contain himself.  

But, Peter’s objec on only evoked a sharp reprimand from Jesus:  

“Get behind me, Satan!  You are thinking not as God does, but as 

human beings do.”  Peter had come to believe that Jesus’ teach-

ings and miracles clearly revealed him to be the Messiah sent by 

God.  Jesus had to work hard to convince his closest disciples 

that he was not a poli cal Messiah but much more:  he was the 

one sent by God to bring eternal life to all who would accept 

him.�

Jesus knew that to accomplish the Father’s will, he must speak 

every word of loving kindness and accomplish every act of loving 

service that God asked of him, even to giving his life.  He was to 

be a suffering servant who would give his life for his people.  

Peter and his fellow disciples would learn that all who follow 

Jesus must share in his sacrifice.�

There is no need for us to seek out suffering; each of us has a 

cross close at hand which we have only to pick up.  Every day we 

encounter new failures and tempta ons; and every day we 

suffer anew with Jesus.  We o2en can’t choose the cross we will 

carry throughout our life.  O2en it is not the work we choose, 

not the suffering we select by which Jesus invites us to take up 

our cross and follow him.  O2en it is the work or suffering that is 

contrary to all that we desire and choose by which Jesus leads us 

through suffering and death to life,.  On the way, the Lord God is 

our help.�

Suffering endured for and with Jesus is not waste or emp ness.  

As we open our hearts and hands to take up our cross, we find 

the strength of the Lord who helps us to carry it.  At every step, 

the Lord God is our help.�

TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   � � � � AUGUST 30, 2020�

Dear Friends and Parishioners�

We are all called to be disciples of Jesus 

Christ.  As disciples we are called to fos-

ter our relationship with Jesus and know 

him in a personal way. As with any im-

portant relationship in our lives, our rela-

tionship with Jesus changes us, helps us 

to grow more into the woman or man that 

God wants us to be. Todays Gospel 

helps explain what this relationship can mean for our lives. 

To begin with, this Sunday’s Gospel picks up where the story 

from the Gospel for last Sunday left off: Simon has just made 

a profound statement of faith, acknowledging that Jesus is 

the “Christ, the Son of the Living God.” In response, Jesus 

gives Simon a new name — Peter — and places him in a 

position of authority within the Christian community, giving 

him the “keys to the Kingdom of Heaven.” It’s a powerful and 

decisive moment for Peter and the entire Church. 

But, as we hear this Sunday, the mood changes quickly as 

Jesus tells the newly named Peter and the other disciples 

that Jesus must suffer and die. Peter, always quick to speak, 

responds in a totally reasonable way: “God forbid, Lord! No 

such thing shall ever happen to you.” It’s almost impossible 

for him to believe that what Jesus is saying could be true. 

After all, everything seemed to be going so well. 

But Jesus wants none of Peter’s objections, declaring “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me.” Jesus tells 

Peter to stop thinking only about their friendship and the suc-

cess of their mission. God’s plans are bigger than anything 

we can imagine. 

An important part of this passage is Jesus’ instruction for 

Peter to “get behind” him. In a sense, Jesus is reminding 

Peter that it’s the disciple’s job to follow the teacher. Peter 

has tried to take on the role of the teacher, dictating to Jesus 

what can and can’t happen. By doing this, Peter “the Rock” 

has become a satan, a “stumbling stone” along the way that 

Jesus is leading his disciples. We know that that path of dis-

cipleship becomes the way of the Cross.  We also know that 

the Way of the Cross leads to a garden and an empty tomb. 

Peter could never have imagined any of this, however. In the 

passage we hear this Sunday, Peter simply hears his friend 

and teacher predicting that something horrible is going to 

happen. It makes perfect sense that he would try to prevent 

anything from happening to Jesus. 

But what comes next is very important. Jesus reminds Peter 

— and us — that it isn’t only his journey. Jesus tells us ex-

actly what is expected of anyone who is going to continue to 

journey with him: we must deny our own preferences and 

agendas and imitate him. 

These are hard words, but their meaning is unmistakable. 

Gospel means “Good News” and, although it might not seem 

like it, even passages like the one we hear this Sunday are 

good news for us because as we accept the demands of dis-

cipleship we are being reminded that we aren’t traveling 

alone. We aren’t being asked to forge a new path to God 

because that work has been done by the one whom we fol-

low and who reminds us by his own life that the darkness of 

Good Friday is followed by the bright light of Easter morning.

          Father Flannery 

 



TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME� � �           �AUGUST 30, 2020                           

ST. MARY’S SENIOR PROGRAM �

Please call our Parish Office if you know of a Parishioner who is 

sick, hospitalized or has moved to an assisted living facility or 

nursing home so that we might be in touch with them and keep 

them in prayer.�

�

�

  PARISH FINANCES �

Thank you to all who continue to make their do-

nations. It is a HUGE help. Please do what you 

can to assist the parish financially during this 

pandemic crisis.   Even though we cannot meet 

on a weekly basis at church, the bills must be 

paid and payroll must be met. Your contributions 

may be sent to the parish office or you may par-

ticipate by using our “on�line” giving program 

(located on our parish website: www.hist�

stmarys.org). Your help is greatly appreciated!�

CHURCH UPDATE�SEPTEMBER REOPENING�

It looks like the work on the church is substan�ally complete now 

that the carpe�ng and the new kneelers were installed this past 

week.  Therefore, we are pleased to announce that we will official-

ly reopen for Sunday masses on the Labor Day weekend. Our 

thanks for your pa�ence. Many thanks to our “Reopening” Com-

mi'ee for their excellent work in preparing for our reentry.  Expect 

changes when we get back into church.  We certainly hope you will 

understand and comply with safety measures that will include lim-

ited sea�ng, wearing of masks at all �mes, an invita�on to sign in 

(to provide contact tracing), and following the direc�ons of the 

ushers. We were unable to come up with a “traffic flow” pa'ern 

that would allow parishioners to safely approach the altar  at com-

munion �me and return to their seats without bunching up. Due to 

the need to maintain proper distancing, communion will therefore 

be offered at the end of mass as parishioners exit.  For the safety 

of all (including the priest and communion ministers) we re-

spec1ully ask that you only receive communion in the hand. �

We have been approved to celebrate mass on Saturday at 4:00pm 

and on Sunday at 8:00am and 10:30am.  The church must be thor-

oughly sani�zed prior to and immediately a9er each mass.  There-

fore doors will be opened one�half hour before mass begins. Un-

fortunately we cannot gather in groups inside church prior to or 

a9er mass.  When you arrive the ushers will assist you in finding 

available sea�ng. No one will be allowed near the candle stands�

the ushers will assist if you wish to have a candle lit (bring an enve-

lope with your dona�on and an indica�on of the inten�on for the 

candle). Please note that while all of us look forward to returning 

to church, not all should do so. The obliga�on for a'ending Sunday 

mass remains suspended.  No one should feel guilty about not re-

turning especially those whose age, health, fear, or an unwilling-

ness to comply with mandated safety protocols cause complica-

�ons.  Call Holly at the office�518�462�4254 if you have ques�ons.�

THIS YEAR’S BISHOP’S APPEAL IS DIFFERENT�

What stays the same is our par6cipa6on.  Every parish con6n-

ues to have a target goal (an assessment).  Therefore we count 

on your generous par6cipa6on to help us meet our goal.  Eve-

ry bit of your dona6on will help St. Mary’s since we must 

make up the difference at the end of the campaign.  Please do 

your best to give what you did in past years.  If you can do 

more� please do so, since a number of our parishioners have 

suffered financial loss and difficul6es because of the pandem-

ic.  Parishioners should be receiving appeal requests soon.�

What is different?  Here are a few changes to the annual cam-

paign formerly known as the Bishop’s Appeal: �

�� The campaign will now be known as the Diocesan Appeal. �

�� There will no longer be “in�pew” collec6on of pledges. �

�� The 2020�2021 Diocesan Appeal will begin with a mailing 

sent to parishioners from the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Albany � Office of Stewardship and Development. You 

should expect to receive this correspondence soon; it will 

include a pledge card and envelope. �

�� All pledges and payments will be returned directly to the 

RCDA Office of Stewardship and will no longer be pro-

cessed in the parish office. �

�� The appeal year will end on June 30, 2021 (rather than 

ending in March as in the past). �

BE A PRAYER PARTNER TO POPE FRANCIS�

For those who have made the commitment to pray every day for 

the monthly inten ons of Our Holy Father, Pope Francis: � for 

September he asks that we pray for: Respect for the Planet's 

Resources; We pray that the planet's resources will not be 

plundered, but shared in a just and respec'ul manner. �



“Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years”

We Offer The Largest Selection Of 
Tires & Custom Wheels In 

The Tri-State Area As Well As The 
Fastest Service Anywhere.

Open M-F 8-7, Sat. 8-3
518-477-4753

591 Columbia Turnpike, E. Greenbush, NY
www.GrandPremierTire.com

Caitlin M. Hicks, Owner
At Home Consultations

Cemetery Monuments, Markers,
Plaques and Cleaning

Telephone: 518-860-7175
P.O. Box 190, Rensselaer, NY 12144

www.everlastingmemorialsny.com

Everlasting 
Memorials

Granite and Bronze Company

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Marys Church, Albany, NY 04-0782

THE MORRELL FAMILY WELCOMES YOU TO:

MICHAEL J. LIPNICK, D.M.D.

VINCENT GIGLIO, D.D.S.

Office Hours By Appointment
Uptown: 822 New Scotland Ave.

Downtown Capital Center • St. Pine St.

482-6936 
434-3151

www.albanydentalteam.com

Timothy DiStefano - Financial Advisor, Parishioner
455 Patroon Creek Blvd., Suite 200, Albany, NY

Call for free consultation
Direct: 518.432.5084 • Toll Free: 866.678.5070

Cell: 518.588.5453 • Fax: 518.432.5089
timothy.distefano@rbc.com • www.timdistefanorbc.com

A division of RBC Capital Market, LLC, member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC

  DeBrino Caulking Assoc., Inc.
 Serving the Northeast
 Industrial • Commercial • Institutional
 • Caulking Specialists  • Damproofing & Air Vapor Barrier Systems
 • Waterproofing (All Types)  • Shotcrete & Grouting
 • Concrete & Masonry Restoration  • Industrial Floor Repairs
 • Cleaning & Maintenance  • Coatings & Crack Chasing
 • Parking Deck Repairs & Maintenance  • Chemical grouting
 • Expansion Joint Systems  • Epoxy Injection
 • Traffic Membrane - Deck Coatings  • Fire - Stopping Systems
 • Balcony Restoration  • Ironite & Cementitious Waterproofing
 • Underslab Gas Membrane Barrier  • Emergency Services

Member of SWRI, ECA, NESCA, ICRI, ASM ABBA - Sika Approved Applicator
(518) 732-7234 • Fax: (518) 732-2281 • 1304 Rt., 9, Castleton, NY • www.debrino.com

David M. Koonz - President
Office: 518.489.3773
Mobile: 518.496.3773
Call now for premium 
snow plowing rates!

130 Yardboro Ave., Albany, NY
dkoonz2@gmail.com

www.highlinepainting.com

208 N. ALLEN STREET
ALBANY, NY 12206

(518) 489-0188
A Family Owned and Operated 

Funeral Home with over 4 generations 
of service to the community.

DANIEL KEENAN
Funeral Home, Inc.
490 Delaware Avenue

Albany, NY 12209
www.danielkeenanfuneralhome.com

(518) 463-1594

THIS SPACE IS

518-463-4829
Serving Breakfast and Lunch Daily
Breakfast is served all day
Ask for Details on Catering

40 North Pearl Street
JUST AROUND THE CORNER

PEARL ST.
DINER

NOW OPEN!! LifePath Living Center @ 80 Central
a place for adults 60 years or older to enjoy a healthy meal,

 make new friends and participate in fun programs and activities...
C A L L  T O D AY  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N !

Serving Lunch Monday - Friday from 12:30pm - 1:30pm, reservations required*
80 Central Ave. | Albany, NY 12206 | 518-512-2725 x 102

Conveniently located on CDTA bus routes. 1 & 712 ( Central Ave. & Lexington Ave.)
* This Congregate Meal Program is supported in part by the
City of Albany, the Albany County Department of Aging, the
New York State Department of Aging and the Administration
for Community Living.

Morgan Stanley
Robert F. Lynch, CIMA®, CPWA®

Senior Investment Management Consultant
Senior Vice President • Financial Advisor
NMLS # 1855500
80 State Street, 12th Floor • Albany, NY 12207
518-427-5520
robert.f.lynch@morganstanley.com
fa.morganstanley.com/robert.f.lynch
© 2019 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member 
SIPC. BC006 CRC2378025 01/19

Sam’s
Italian-American
Restaurant
Takeout Specials 2 for  $25.00

Call 518-463-3433 for selection
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 4:30PM-9PM
125 SOUTHERN BLVD, ALBANY

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 

in a family setting. So they can 
live safely, independently & 

productively within their 
home communities.

844.427.5741


