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Finally, as a follow up to the other little bits of 

poetry that have been in my column, here’s another 

one, from an unknown author, possibly from the 

Middle Ages. �

�

Mary, the Dawn�

�

Mary the Dawn, Christ the Perfect Day;�

Mary the Gate, Christ the Perfect Way!�

Mary the Root, Christ the Mystic Vine;�

Mary the Grape, Christ the Sacred Wine.�

Mary the Wheat Sheaf, Christ the Living Bread;�

Mary the Rose Tree, Christ the Rose blood�red.�

Mary the Font, Christ, the Cleansing Flood;�

Mary the Chalice, Christ, the Saving Blood!�

Mary the Temple, Christ the Temple’s Lord;�

Mary the Shrine, Christ the God adored.�

Mary the Beacon, Christ the Haven’s Rest;�

Mary the Mirror, Christ the Vision Blest!�

Mary the Mother, Christ the Mother’s Son.�

Both ever blest while endless ages run.  Amen.�

�
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Our grade school, Most Blessed Sacrament, 

has recently chosen a new principal, Mrs. Trinette 

Stillman.  Many thanks to Mrs. Kathy Manns who filled 

in during a most difficult time; after Mr. Mark Record’s 

retirement for health reasons and, of course, the 

challenges of Covid.  Let us keep both Mmes. Manns 

and Stillman in our prayers as well as continuing to 

pray for the ongoing success of MBS.  It’s a great 

school (I love to pop in once a week) and we are 

blessed to have it so close to us.  �

�

May is traditionally the month of Mary.  As a 

parish dedicated to Our Lady, it’s a particular time for 

us to rediscover Our Blessed Mother and the care she 

has for us.  �

�

One of the great devotions to Our Lady is the 

rosary.  Many people have memories of gathering as 

a family in the evening to pray the rosary, either every 

night or once a week.  I certainly remember gathering 

after dinner for the rosary and even though many of us 

were tired after the meal, the importance of loving Our 

Blessed Mother stuck, even if we sometimes needed 

our Guardian Angel to finish our prayers.  Perhaps 

families can think again about praying the rosary, 

especially during this month.  It’s always important to 

pray together as a family, and even if the kids aren’t 

always paying attention or the most receptive, they’ll 

mark that their parents’ faith matters to them.  And the 

example provided for them will be a good base as 

they continue to grow.  As a parish, we will have our 

May Crowning at the 11 a.m. Mass on May 2

nd

.  

Perhaps, that would be a good experience for the 

family and the springboard for a rosary that day.  May 

Our Blessed Mother, Star of the Sea, continue to 

watch over us and our families.�

�

�
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April 24�

Holy Savior� � Saturday� �

8:00 p.m.� � Melvina Olszewski�

April 25�

Holy Savior� � Sunday�

7:00 a.m.� � Parishioners�

9:00 a.m.� � S.I. of Erik Charles Cruz�

10:00 a.m. � � Mary Ann Brunson�

��

April 26� � Monday�

8:30 a.m.� � Fr. Bill Lawler�

Aprl 27�� � Tuesday�

8:30 a.m.          � Jack Fletcher�

April 28� Wednesday�

8:30 a.m.� � Joan & Robert Kirsch�

April 29� � Thursday�

8:30 a.m.� � Jack Kaeufer�

�

April 30� � Friday�

� � � No Mass�

� �

May 1�

Holy Savior� � Saturday� �

8:00 p.m.� � Winfredo Irizarry�

May 2�

Holy Savior� � Sunday�

7:00 a.m.� � Larry Jock, Jr.�

9:00 a.m.� � Parishioners�

10:00 a.m. � � S.I. Lisa McNamara�

��

�

�

� � �

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 

week for a special intention or in memory of a 

loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 

donation of $10.00 is appreciated.  The candle 

is lit for Special Intentions of Mary Margaret 

Burton from Eve Burton.�

�
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�If you are interested in ordering 

flowers for the Altar, please con-

tact the parish office.  �

�

�

�

�

Thank you for keeping us in mind when 

shopping on Amazon.  We receive a small 

portion of your purchase when you switch 

to Amazon Smile.  Thanks again!�

�

�

�

�

GOSPEL MEDITATION � 

ENCOURAGE DEEPER 

UNDERSTANDING OF 

SCRIPTURE�

�

�

April 25, 2021�

4th Sunday of Easter �

�

Any builder worth his or her salt knows the value and im-

portance of a cornerstone. Properly laying and securing 

this primary unit determines how the rest of the project 

unfolds and its success. Cornerstones are necessary ele-

ments not only of buildings but of lives as well. Many hu-

man beings conduct the business of their lives paying little 

attention to a grounding reference or starting point. 

Hence, what unfolds is a tapestry of relativism, with few 

anchors or guideposts and many impulsive choices. Some 

consider love to be their cornerstone. While this may 

sound attractive and useful, the pursuit of love without a 

simultaneous pursuit of its source can be shallow and self�

focused. Just because a person chooses to do no harm 

and love others does not mean that they are living in truth 

and properly anchored to the real cornerstone.�

�

Jesus is the true and authentic cornerstone and shepherd. 

It is only in following the Risen One as the way, the truth, 

and the life that we can move from being well grounded 

ethical people to properly focused moral ones. Proper 

conduct, a true sense of justice, wisdom, virtue, moral 

principles, faith, hope, and love will be difficult to find un-

less we listen to the right Voice. It is when we learn to lis-

ten to the voice of God that we begin our journey on the 

road to salvation. It is only the Good Shepherd, the au-

thentic and solid cornerstone, who can guide us through 

life’s questions and challenges and bring us to the safe 

and proper pasture.�

�

A person’s life only has meaning when the cornerstone is 

properly selected and set. Understanding themselves only 

as random acts of creation, existing without intent or pur-

pose, will color their choices and influence their decisions. 

The foundation of their lives will be simply a matter of pref-

erence and choice, leaving benchmarks of growth and 

higher ideals optional to pursue. Whereas people who 

believe that they are fashioned and loved into existence 

by a God who purposely made them, have this incredible 

unconditional relationship at their source which has tre-

mendous significance. Their allegiance is not to them-

selves but to their Creator. Life, then, is an adventure in 

search of this Creator God and a journey of self�discovery 

that seeks to unite their will to His. There is a cost. We 

have to give up our life in order to gain our life. As ironic 

as that sounds, it is true. It is only when we finally figure 

this out that the true cornerstone of our lives will be 

properly laid and we can, with God’s help, get about the 

business of properly constructing a temple that endures.�

�

©LPi �

�



F�� !" S�#$%& �' E%(!) �

�

Readings for the week of April 25, 2021�

�

Sunday:� Acts 4:8�12/Ps 118:1, 8�9, 21�23, 26, 28, 

29 [22]/1 Jn 3:1�2/Jn 10:11�18�  �

Monday:� Acts 11:1�18/Ps 42:2�3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/Jn 

10:1�10�

Tuesday:� Acts 11:19�26/Ps 87:1b�3, 4�5, 6�7 

[117:1a]/Jn 10:22�30�

Wednesday:� Acts 12:24�13:5a/Ps 67:2�3, 5, 6 and 8 

[4]/Jn 12:44�50�

Thursday:� Acts 13:13�25/Ps 89:2�3, 21�22, 25 and 27 

[2]/Jn 13:16�20�

Friday:� � Acts 13:26�33/Ps 2:6�7, 8�9, 10�11ab [7bc]/

Jn 14:1�6�

Saturday:� Acts 13:44�52/Ps 98:1, 2�3ab, 3cd�4 [3cd]/

Jn 14:7�14 �

St. Joseph the Worker: Gn 1:26�2:3 or Col 

3:14�15, 17, 23�24/�

Ps 90:2, 3�4, 12�13, 14 and 16 [cf. 17b]/Mt 

13:54�58�

Next Sunday:� Acts 9:26�31/Ps 22:26�27, 28, 30, 31�32 

[26a]/1 Jn 3:18�24/Jn 15:1�8�

�

�

�

WEEKLY MASS ATTENDANCE�

April 17/18, 2021�

�

Saturday 5:15pm�124�

Sunday 7am�88�

Sunday 9am�120�

Sunday 11am�179�

�

Please know there is still plenty of room even with the 

6’ social distancing guidelines in place.�

�

�

�

Don’t let this be you this summer as we welcome our 

summer friends……...�

�

2021 Annual Catholic Appeal � Disciples 

of Christ, Witnesses of Hope�

�

In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us, “I am the 

good shepherd, and I know mine and mine 

know me, just as the Father knows me 

and I know the father; and I will lay down my life for the 

sheep.” �

�

Everyone is welcomed to the flock by Jesus. We, too, 

must act faithfully to reach out to all individuals, especially 

those who feel neglected or abandoned. As Jesus com-

mitted His life to being the “one shepherd”, we, too, must 

commit ourselves as Catholics, to providing service to all.�

�

There are several diocesan ministries and programs that 

offer help for those who feel estranged and marginalized 

by society. As baptized Christians, it is our shared respon-

sibility to respond to Jesus’ command to love and serve 

one another. The Annual Catholic Appeal provides finan-

cial support for a wide range of spiritual, pastoral, and ed-

ucational services that assist not only the poor and suffer-

ing, but anyone who seeks assistance regardless of age, 

race or social class.�

�

Many thanks to those who have responded to the 2021 

Annual Catholic Appeal; your generosity is deeply appre-

ciated. If you have not yet participated you can contribute 

to the Appeal by using the pledge card and return enve-

lope mailed to your home, by accessing the Appeal web-

site at www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal and clicking 

“How to Donate” or by completing a pledge card located in 

the entrance of the church. It is never too late to help 

someone in need.�

�

�

�

�

This Sunday is World Day of 

Prayer for Vocations.  We ask 

that you pray daily for vocations 

to the priesthood .�

�

�

�
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Sharing the Gospel�

�

Without a good shepherd to lead them, sheep would get 

lost. Without a good shepherd to protect them, sheep would 

get hurt. A good shepherd would even die, just to keep his 

sheep safe. Jesus is your good shepherd, and you are his 

precious little lamb. When you get lost, Jesus comes to find 

you. When you are in danger, Jesus comes to comfort you. 

Listen to the voice of Jesus. Spend time reading the Bible 

every day. He wants to lead you to life with God. He wants 

to protect you from sin. Jesus gave up his life just to save 

you. Jesus is your good shepherd.�

�

Prayer�

God, help me to always follow Jesus, my good shepherd.�

�

Something to Draw�

Draw a picture of yourself as a little lamb and Jesus as your 

good shepherd.�

�

Mission for the Week�

Learn as much as you can about Jesus, so you can follow 

him. Read a Bible story with your family every night before 

bed. �

�

©2008 � PO Box 510817, New Berlin, WI 53151�0817 � 1�800�950�9952 

x2469 � LPiResourceCenter.com�
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Saturday our parish had a beautiful celebration!  Fifteen of 

our young parishioners were Confirmed by Father Solomon.   

Congratulations to William, Jessica, Amanda, Kayla, Maken-

zie, Gracie. Renee, Oliver, Rylie, Karla, Kathie, Audreygrace, 

Grace, Tyler and Tatum!  Thank you for all the time and prep-

aration you put into your Confirmation Studies!  We are so 

very proud of you!   I have to say you that you are the hope 

for our future. I can attest that this group of young men and 

women have handled all that life has sent them with flair.  We 

have had great lessons even though they were different then 

they thought they would be.   We missed out on some things 

and they rolled with it.   So, when I say I am proud of you I 

say it from the bottom of my heart and with much joy!   Be 

who God meant you to be and you will set the world on Fire.  

I will be enjoying the warmth of your blaze , !   You always 

have a home and family here, remember to visit.   I will hold 

you in my prayers.�

�

Woohoo!!   As of this writing our Vacation Bible school is 96 

days 23 hours 21 minutes and 57 seconds away…but who’s 

counting!!!   Me, me I’m counting.   Although there is a little 

apprehension we are so excited….the website will be posted 

on Facebook, our web page and even in the bulletin soon.  

Please know that this year VBS is open to any child on a first 

come basis and we would like you to join us!  You do not 

need to be parishioners.   If you would like to enroll your chil-

dren and their friends, grandchildren or even children from 

the neighborhood they are all welcome but this year there will 

be a cap!   In order to keep everyone safe we will wear 

masks and maintain social distancing.   Know that having to 

limit enrollment is a very sad thing for all of us and we cannot 

wait for the time when we will be able to join together freely.    

I will have the website up and rolling by the end of next week 

so watch our Facebook page and our website. If you are not 

computer savvy, see me and I will give you a paper registra-

tion and I will input the children for you!   Needless to say 

there will be no late registrations and NO WALKINS This is 

such a fun event but it requires so much planning it is helpful 

if everyone registers as soon as possible so all supplies can 

be ordered and your child has a place.   .   Speaking of sup-

plies…think trains and mountains … train picture, posters, 

memorabilia, we need Great stuff foam insulation sold at 

Lowes or Home Depot, brown packaging paper, dollar tree 

plastic table clothes browns, greens, blues, purples and gray, 

dollar tree foam board and poster board, cardboard boxes 

paints blues, greens, reds browns and grays and purples and 

glitter!   If you are able to donate anything, we would be ex-

tremely grateful! Our theme is July 26 to 30 VBS~ Rocky 

Railway ~ Jesus power pulls us through!  Feel free to call 

with any question�

Star of the Sea Religious Article Shoppe ~   Is stocked 

with some awesome items for all sacraments.  A fantastic 

array of books, statues, rosaries and the like.  There is even 

an excellent selection of hard to find religious greeting cards   

If you can’t find it Ms. Dale will assist in ordering items!�
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FINANCE COUNCIL NEWS�

� Monthly Budget Update�

7/1/20 � 3/31/21�

�

Total Actual Revenue � � $627,633�

Total Budgeted Revenue� $465,113�

       Positive Variance� � $162,520�

�

Total Actual Expenses� � $425,934�

Total Budgeted Expenses� $405,458�

       Negative Variance�� $ �20,476�

�

Actual Net Income� � $201,699�

Budgeted Net Income� � $   59,655�

       Positive Variance� � $142,044�

�

Actual revenue includes $105,946 in Defi-

cit Reduction funds through 3/31/21.�

�

Thank you for your continuing support!�

�

� �

�

�

�

Tax Free Charitable Distribution�

�

Need a tax break?  Congress has permanently 

enacted qualified charitable distributions from 

your traditional IRA accounts.  These distributions 

can be used to satisfy all or a portion of your Re-

quired Minimum Distribution and are free of feder-

al and state income tax.  Also, these gifts help 

you avoid the Medicare high income surcharge 

and can help reduce your income taxes on your 

social security benefits.  �

�

Distributions must be made directly from your IRA 

account to St. Mary Star of the Sea Catholic 

Church.  For questions, contact the parish office 

at 410�289�0652�

�

�

�

Electronic Giving�

�

Electronic giving (called WeShare) is the pre-

ferred way to make your weekly offertory. By giv-

ing electronically, it relieves the need for about 6 

parishioners to count money every Sunday (about 

10 hours total). Furthermore, the parish could 

eventually save money on envelope printing and 

mailing and you would not have to write checks. 

The Finance Council would also be able to budg-

et more efficiently. Please consider making the 

switch; it is safe and secure. Cards are available 

in the back of church with instructions to join 

WeShare and have your offering sent electroni-

cally. You can also go to our website, 

www.stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com and go to the 

donate section and you will be guided to the site.  

If you need additional assistance setting this up, 

please don’t hesitate to call the parish office (410�

289�0652). Thank you for your continuing support.�

�

Weekly Collections (Including Electronic)�

�

�

First Collection�� FY2021          FY2020�

Apr: 3rd Sunday� $  7,785         $  8,333�

Apr: 2nd Sunday� $  9,138         $10,499�

Apr: 1st Sunday� $11,364         $  6,314�

Mar: 4th Sunday� $10,243         $  4,084�

Mar: 3rd Sunday� $  7,404         $  2,283�

�

�

Second Collection�

Apr: 3rd Sunday� $     701         $     288�

Apr: 2nd Sunday� $  1,196         $     455�

Apr: 1st Sunday� $     386         $     180�

Mar: 4th Sunday� $     556         $     145�

Mar: 3rd Sunday� $     585         $       63�

�

�

Total Collections�

Apr: 3rd Sunday� $  8,486         $  8,621�

Apr: 2nd Sunday� $10,334         $10,954�

Apr: 1st Sunday� $11,750         $  6,494�

Mar: 4th Sunday� $10,799         $  4,229�

Mar: 3rd Sunday� $  7,989         $  2,346�

� Total� � $49,358         $32,644�

� � �        51% Increase�

�

(Last March began the first COVID closure weeks.)�
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 HARDWARE
PLUMBING • ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

GLASS • BUILDING SUPPLIES
SCREENS • RESCREENING
KITCHEN & HOUSEWARES

KEYS MADE • LAWN & GARDEN

West Ocean City, MD

410-213-1088410-213-1088
Rt. 611 Across from “Food Lion”

        FREE PARKING •    

Elliott’sElliott’s

Restorative & Cosmetic Dentistry

We are trained & experienced to deal
with complex dental problems.

www.DrJamesKramer.com
Selbyville, DE 19975

302-436-5133

Amusement
Parks

Amusement
Parks

AtAt
TheThe
PierPier

30th Street, Ocean City, MD 21842

410-289-3477410-289-3477

(443) 373-3924
www.Shorlock.com

Delivers!Delivers!
(410) 723-5400

THIS SPACE IS

 www.rjlocksmith.com

       We sell and service safes
We offer all commercial & residential locksmith services

410-213-8477 - Ocean City • 410-548-1161 - Salisbury
302-227-3200 - Rehoboth • 302-537-1111 - Bethany Beach

9927 Stephen Decatur Hwy Unit F8, Ocean City, MD 21842

10052 Keyser Point Rd., Ocean City

(443) 944-2530(443) 944-2530
Works with most insurances

Parishioner of Holy Savior

 17 Atlantic Ave., Ste. 4
 Ocean Ciew, DE 19970
 302-537-4500
 www.drloisjames.com

Routine Dental Cleaning - Filling Procedures
Whitening - Dentures & Partials - Implants

TMJ Disorders - Sleep Appliances
New Patients Welcome

9927 Stephen Decatur Hwy
Unit 3 Ocean City
(410) 390-5160

oceancitymdbridal.com

11934 Ocean Gateway
(443) 664-2265

oceanelementssaltspa.com 
10% off for Parishioners

 Andrea
  Petersen 
  410-236-4194

Home & Condo Sales
Property Management & Bookings

Vacation Rentals • Cleaning Services

coastalventure@gmail.com
 www.baysideocresortrentals.com

Marriage & Family, Anxiety/Stress, Anger Management
& Substance Abuse Counseling.

Patricia Fitzgerald Graves, Ph. D. - Licensed Clinical Pastoral Counselor
410-520-0319 • www.hopecanhappen.com

Parishioner MD HVACR 800 

Comfort You Can Count On 
Air Conditioning ● Heating ● Geothermal 

Serving the beach & surrounding areas 
410-641-4332 

www.occomfort.com 

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.
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    Since 
  1979

75th St. & The Bay, Ocean City, MD
THE Bayfront Restaurant

Celebrating 40 YearsCelebrating 40 Years

410-524-7575
Our Entire Menu Served Our Entire Menu Served 

11:00AM til 1:30AM - Year Round11:00AM til 1:30AM - Year Round

www.bjsonthewater.com
 Parishioner 

DePalma Dental, LLC

Michael DePalma, DDS
Errin DePalma, DDS

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

(410) 641-3222
500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3

Berlin, MD 21811
www.depalmadental.com

D D

Precious Paws Animal Hospital
   Full Service Veterinary Centers Providing 
   Exceptional Care Monday through Saturday
 John Maniatty, VMD • Anne Flood, DVM   
                     Scott Hemenway, DVM
 Ali Lovins, DVM • Fantasia Maniatty, DVM

 OCEAN CITY, MD.  410.213.1170
 OCEAN VIEW, DE.  302.539.2273

31st Street:
410-289-2581410-289-2581

128th Street:
410-250-2403410-250-2403

WWW.HIGGINSCRABHOUSE.COM

The Original Greene Turtle
We Have Something For Everyone

116th Street, Bayside • 410-723-2120
gtoc@thegreeneturtle.com

NOVAK’S 
COMPUTER SERVICES
SOLVING YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER PROBLEMS
 Virus Removal  Small Business Web Sites

 Disk Replacement / Restoration   PC / Printer Setup
 VHS to DVD Conversion   Tutoring

(410) 687-1090
Parishioner • John@NovaksComputerServices.com

www.NovaksComputerServices.com

GATE OF HEAVEN CEMETERYGATE OF HEAVEN CEMETERY
Facilities for respectful disposition of full and cremated bodies

 Professionally managed by on-site personnel
In a spirit of ecumenism all Christians are welcome

32112 Vines Creek Rd., Dagsboro, DE • (302) 732-3690
Cemetery open 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. every day. Cemetery open 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. every day. 

Extended hours Wednesdays and weekends 7: 30 a.m.- 7 p.m. from April through Sept.Extended hours Wednesdays and weekends 7: 30 a.m.- 7 p.m. from April through Sept.

The Burbage Funeral Home
 108 William St.  Pre-Arrangements
 Berlin, MD 21811  Traditional Services
 410-641-2111  Cremation Services
 Serving Our Delmarva Communities  An Eastern Shore Tradition

Experience • Knowledge • IntegrityExperience • Knowledge • Integrity

Locally owned and operated for over 10 yearsLocally owned and operated for over 10 years

BOUTIQUE FIRM FOCUSED ON BOUTIQUE FIRM FOCUSED ON 
CONDOMINIUM & HOA ACCOUNTING & CONSULTINGCONDOMINIUM & HOA ACCOUNTING & CONSULTING

 (410) 723-9495  www.BakerOCMD.com (410) 723-9495  www.BakerOCMD.com

All services performed solely by the owners & partners of our firm with
deep & diverse levels of education & experience, including a CPA & MBA.

 LET US  
  MAKE  
 YOUR  
 LIFE  
 EASIER!

Baker & Associates, LLCBaker & Associates, LLC

Ed Balcerzak Jr. | Parishioner
realtor®, abr, gri, crs 

Cell: 443.497.4746  Office: 410.524.2600 
opsales@comcast.net | www.OceanCityBestBuys.com PenFed Realty

“Buy or sell with confidence. 
I’ll show you how!”

Contact Mike McAleer to place an ad today! 
mmcaleer@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6307

410-973-2750


