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  St. John Neumann Church  

     157 Middleboro Road / P.O. Box 718  East Freetown, MA  

www.sjnfreetown.org    

  508-763-2240 (phone)     

    Rev. Gregory A. Mathias, Pastor 

����������������������������������������������������������������������������     ����pastor@sjnfreetown.org�

Regular Assistance rendered by�

Rev. Richard Furlong�

�

Deacon Bruce Bonneau, Permanent Deacon�

       WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE���������������������������������  

8:00,  9:30,  11:00A.M.���

   Saturday Vigil:  4:00 P.M.�

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE�

   Monday � Thursday:  7:30 A.M.  �

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�

 Saturday: 3:00 � 3:45 P.M. �

Welcome to St. John Neumann Parish. �

Thank You for joining us in worship today.     

We hope you will join us on the spiritual journey, 

in ministry to all  God’s people. Please contact 

the parish office for information on how to     

register as a member of our parish.�

       PARISH OFFICE / RECTORY    508�763�2240���������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������contact@sjnfreetown.org�������       �����������������������������������������������������������

����������������������Monday � Friday: 8:30 A.M. � 4:30 P.M. �

�����������������������������������������������          ����������������������(Closed holidays)�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  ��              

������������������������������������������Diane Whelan������������������������������������ Parish Secretary�������������������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��     OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION    508�763�8122������������������������������

���������������������������������������        sjnreled@sjnfreetown.org������   ���  �

��������������������������������������������������������Michelle D’Ordine�����������������Director��������

            YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE 508�763�4735�

�������                �sjnconfirmation@sjnfreetown.org�

��������������������������������Lisa Johnson ��         Confirmation/Youth Ministry�

                              �

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� MUSIC MINISTRY�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������             Charles Dillingham���������������������������Director�

        �����������������������������������������������      ��� sjnmusic@sjnfreetown.org �

 �

������������������������������������������ MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES   �

���������������������� ���� ����      Raymond Bedard���/Raymond Galuska������������������������        �������� ����      �
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��������������������������������������  ������������������� ������������2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time�
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                         �       January 19, 2020�

 �

Saturday, Jan. 18: Vigil: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time�

 4:00PM � Evelyn Desrosiers by John & Jan Bastoni�

�

Sunday, Jan. 19: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time�

  8:00AM � James Longworth �

by Charlie & Marlene Johnson�

  9:30AM � Joao Camara by Dan Merline�

 11:00AM � People of the Parish�

�

Monday, Jan. 20: Weekday�

7:30AM � Adelino Pinto by Pauline Krouzek�

�

Tuesday, Jan. 21: Saint Agnes, Virgin & Martyr�

7:30 AM � Barbara & Charlie Coudert �

by Ron & Cathy Ryan�

�

Wednesday, Jan. 22:  Day of Prayer for the Legal  

Protection of Unborn Children�

7:30 AM � James Longworth �

by Bob & Rachel Constant�

  �

Thursday, Jan. 23: Weekday�

7:30 AM � Armand & Gertrude Charpentier �

by George & Pauline Manny�

�

Saturday, Jan. 25: Vigil: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time�

 4:00PM � Emily Gonsalves by family�

�

Sunday, Jan. 26: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time�

  8:00AM � Maggie Pacheco by family�

  9:30AM � People of the Parish�

 11:00AM � Marie Gibbons by family�

Your Offertory Trust�

Thank you for your Parish Support                              

through your  Offertory Trust.�

�

BUDGET: $ 4619.00�

�

Energy: $ 1614.00�

�

Second Collection:  At all Masses this weekend is 

for the Catholic Communication Campaign.�

�

2019 End of Year end Statements of Donations are 

available by calling the office at  508�763�2240 or�

 by emailing: contact@sjnfreetown.org�

�

Sign up to receive texts from us with  important   parish 

news and information   �

TEXT:  SJNFREETOWN to 84576�

Prayers for the Repose of the Souls�

 Your prayers are requested for the   

repose of the Soul of�

Robert Silvia�

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION�

  Mary, Mother of All Nations Chapel is open 

on  Weekdays from 8:00 am to 8:00pm  �

(excluding holidays).�

�

�

Eucharistic Adoration is available on  Mondays & 

Thursdays  from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm.�

SJN Columbarium�

Are you interested in the columbarium?  Not sure of 

the cost associated with purchasing a niche?  Pricing 

for the SJN Columbarium is available for those who 

are interested.  The information can be found in the 

narthex or by calling the office at 508�763�2240.�

Sister Rose Shelter�

Sister Rose Emergency Overflow Shelter is located at 71 

Division St in New Bedford and is managed by Catholic 

Social Services.  The shelter is open to the homeless on 

nights that the weather turns colder than 28 degrees or a 

blizzard is expected.�

Through the month of January, we will be collecting the 

following items in the Narthex to help the shelter:  Socks, 

underwear, t�shirts, deodorant, soap, travel size shampoos, 

toothpaste and toothbrushes.  There will be boxes in the 

Narthex where you can place these items and we will bring 

them to the   shelter.�

They are also looking for volunteers to help at the shelter 

with preparing meals and serving and are also looking for 

donations of food.  If you are  interested in donating food or 

time, please call Robin Muise at 774�553�5490.�

The Catholic Communication Campaign (CCC)       

collection will be taken up in parishes in the Fall River 

Diocese during Masses on this weekend January 18th 

& 19th.  Half of the proceeds of this annual collection 

remains in our  Diocese and is used to fund a portion of 

the Television Mass, which airs at 11am each Sunday 

on WLNE�TV, Channel 6.  Cost to the Diocese for the 

TV Mass  averages $100,000 a year.  In addition to    

the CCC  Collection, the Television Mass is also     

supported by the Catholic Charities Appeal.  The other 

half of the CCC collection helps the Church spread the 

Gospel message at the national level through mass   

media,  social networks, and the Internet by the U.S. 

Bishops’ Conference staff and other grantee             

organizations.�



�

From the Pastor’s Desk….. 

You can’t have it all. . .�

Not in this life.�

The so�called ‘millennial’ generation, of which my 

nephew and nieces are members, gets no respect.  

They are regularly called names like ‘narcissistic,’ 

‘unmotivated,’ ‘whiny,’ and other uncomplimentary 

things.  But this sort of generational critique isn’t new.  

Ever since the emergence of the idea of the 

“teenager,” this sort of commentary has been common 

on the part of the elder generation.  �

�

It seems to me that what the elder generations criticize 

in the younger is something, very�much, of their own 

making.  I often heard it said from my elders, “I want 

my kids to have it better than I did,” (my mother grew 

up in real poverty and my father’s life was relatively 

hard�scrabble).   They definitely provided me with 

something better than they had. But, as recipients of 

that better life we were frequently criticized as 

“spoiled” and as having an “easy�come, easy�go”    

attitude.  �

�

Now, well into middle�age, it is my turn to occupy this 

high�ground from which to criticize the youth.    

Whatever I had is nothing compared to what they 

have:  There were no computers or smartphones        

or social media apps.  We didn’t inherit our parents 

Volvo’s or Jeep Wranglers.  We were lucky to get a 

gas�guzzling rust�bucket on its last legs.  In fact,          

I picked up my Senior Prom date in a 1971 Buick  

Skylark with chunks of rust falling off of it to�and� 

from the venue. But a ‘ride’ was a ‘ride!’  It was good 

fortune to have any machine at all, and we tried to 

keep them going because getting a replacement may 

be impossible.  �

�

Logically speaking, to want our kids to have it better 

than we did is unsustainable.  This desire made sense 

with respect to the people who came of age in          

the Great Depression or, like my mother, who grew  

up in a back�ward country, (at that time).  But, it 

doesn’t make much sense by the time you get to       

my generation; I wanted for nothing.  It looks          

impoverished by the modern youth standard, but that 

is just an illusion based on technological change.      

We had the best of what was available in the 1970’s.   �

�

However, what is different, it seems to me, is that 

some portion of the ‘millennial’  generation has been 

sold on the idea that one can have it “all.”  The        

internet and smartphone revolution lends credence to 

this belief. The immediacy of information and the  

phenomenon of ‘next�day�shipping’  The anthem     

for this comes in a late 1980’s song by the legendary 

rock band, Queen; “I Want it All.”  It’s a song that has 

been recycled through several modern television   

commercials for a variety of products and services.  

The lyrics are demanding: “I want it all!  I want it 

ALL! And I want it NOW!”�

�

Herein I detect a real difference:  Our commercial and 

popular culture seems to suggest one can have it ALL.  

The “easy�come, easy�go” attitude we were accused 

of is much more pronounced in the youth of today.   

This is not something to bash them over the head with: 

We created this illusory world!  �

�

One of the side effects I notice is the tendency to balk 

at a commitment.  There is nothing really new about 

this:  Post 1960’s youth have long been concerned 

about being ‘tied down’ by a commitment such as 

marriage or other vocation.  But, in our day, this seems 

to have converged with the ‘having it all’ illusion.  

And I worry that this will create a sort of paralysis in 

my sister’s kids and others of their generation.  To 

commit one’s self for a life�long calling is a beautiful 

and noble thing.  Long, successful marriages are 

something to hold up in reverence and admiration.  

But, they, like other choices and commitments,       

exclude other possibilities by their very nature.  We 

can’t have it all.  �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

In biblical terms, this ‘having it all’ is probably the 

logic of the ‘world’ which the Apostles hold in tension 

with the life in the Spirit: St. Paul says “We have not 

received the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is 

from God, so that we may understand the things freely 

given us by God,” (1Cor. 2:12).  This sense of “world” 

is not the good Creation but the attitude which tends to 

make the world an idol.  If I give myself over to the 

illusion that I can have it ‘all’ and the world can, in 

some sense, provide it, then I have fallen into this     

idolatry.  �



�

We have a    

prayer line    

here at our    

parish. 

WeShare (Online Giving)�

If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please visit 

www.sjnfreetown.org and click on “Donate Online”.  

With WeShare, you can set up a recurring weekly  or 

monthly transactions using your  checking, savings or 

credit card.  You can decide how much to give to any 

collection and make changes any time, day or night.  

Any questions about WeShare, please contact the       

parish office at 508�763�2240. �

SJN �

            New Policy: �

               Daily Mass�

              No School = No Daily Mass�

                           (Weather related)�

Piety doesn’t require needless risk.  We cannot       

guarantee a plowed parking lot in time for Mass.  And, 

a “Mass�no�matter�what” policy seems to encourage 

needless driving and pedestrian slipping risk.  �

Office for Child Protection �

Did you know that there is no “typical” sexual abuse 

offender?  They come from all walks of life, all       

professions, all races/ethnicities, all levels of income 

and all geographic areas.  There is no easy way to spot 

an abuser, so parents must be aware of their children’s 

activities and friends and be vigilant about personal 

safety.  To learn more about how to keep your child 

safe, please call Catholic Social Services  at 508�674�

4681.�

Women � if you have been on a Cursillo week-

end and would like to join a monthly  reunion 

group, come join us on Thursday, February 

13th 6:30 � 7:30 pm in the parish library.  

Come share a  moment close to Christ.�

If you would like more information on the  reunion or are 

interested in learning more about attending a Cursillo 

weekend, please call Anne Souza 508�558�7573.�

2020 Women and Men’s Conference�

SAVE THE DATE:  The Fall River Diocese 2020 

Women and Men’s Conference will take place on    

Saturday, March 7th at Stonehill College in Easton.  

Response over the past three years has been very      

positive to this one�day Lenten program that features 

noted speakers, music, Mass, fellowship and more.  So, 

please mark your 2020 calendar now and watch for  

details on the Women and Men’s Conference in the 

coming weeks.�

SAVE THE DATE�

�

MADE FOR MORE with CHRISTOPHER WEST 

& MIKE MANGIONE  brought to you by the 

parishes of Our Lady of Grace, Westport, St. Joseph/

St. Michael, Fall River and St. Francis Xavier, 

Acushnet & The Cor Project �

�

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2020   7:00 PM�

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church 569 Sanford Rd., 

Westport, MA 02790�

This event will sell out, so get your tickets early!�

�

World renowned speaker and author Christopher 

West, along with musician, Mike Mangione, are com-

ing to Our Lady of Grace Parish with an all new event 

called MADE FOR MORE: VISIONS OF THE 

PROMISED LAND. Bring family and friends. No 

one should miss this awesome and inspiring event! 

Go to www.corproject.com/westport for    tickets and 

more information about the event.  �

�

�

The next J�Walkers cell group meeting will be     

Thursday  morning at 11 a.m. on January 30

th

 in the  

library. We will be starting a new study book on The 

Catechism of the Catholic Church. Books are in.  New 

members welcome. For more information, contact   

Karen Howard at: klhoward@aol.com�

Would you like to learn how to knit these 

cold winter months?�

The Junior Knitting Circle will resume on 

Saturday mornings at 11 a.m. in the        

library. Experienced knitters are there to 

teach young and old alike who would like to learn how 

to knit.  Yarn and  supplies are provided.  �

If you are interested in sharing your faith 

through  prayer for the sick of our parish and for 

other intentions please call  Rachel Constant at  

508�995�4269. �



�

Amazon Smile Supports                                             

St. John Neumann Church�

If you already shop at Amazon.com, 

please consider logging in via 

smile.amazon.com and designating    

St. John Neumann Church, East     

Freetown as your charity. Our parish will receive 

0.5% of your  purchase.� Prices and prime benefits are 

not effected when you use Amazon Smile.  Thanks for 

your continued support !�

We will continue offering the "cup"            

at all Masses. �

We do ask that if you are experiencing flu 

or cold like  symptoms that you refrain 

from receiving from the cup and also from 

shaking hands at the sign of  peace.�

Cursillo�

Cursillo is a short course in Christianity.  In Cursillo one 

can encounter Christ in a small Christian community.    

It can deepen our faith and strengthen our ability to share 

our faith with others.  Cursillos are hosted by Holy Cross 

Retreat House in Easton.  The weekend runs from   

Thursday evening through Sunday evening.  The cost is 

$150 per person.�

�

The 2020 dates for Cursillo are:�

Men’s:  January 23�26 and March 26�29�

Women’s:  February 2�23 and April 23�26�

For more information contact Holy Cross Retreat House 

at (508)238�2051 or www.retreathouse.org�

Each year Holy Cross Retreat House offers a Scripture  

Retreat.  This year it will be held on the weekend of       

January 31�February 2, 2020.  This year’s theme is:        

The Gospel of John: Water, Light and Life.  We will focus 

on the three gospel passages that the Church uses to       

prepare Catechumens for their initiation at the Easter Vigil.  

The cost is $135 per person.  Fore more information      

contact Holy Cross Retreat House at 508�238�2051 or 

www.retreathouse.org�

�

Silent Days with the Masters � 2020�

Mark your calendars � �

save the dates!�

�

�

�

�

Silent Days with the Masters are silent retreat days that 

are spent outdoors and at the camp house reflecting on 

the words of one particular saint or master in our       

Catholic Tradition.�

They run from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. with mid�day    

prayer and  a brief discussion about the Master after    

mid�day prayer.   Everyone brings their own lunch, and 

beverages are provided.�

Coming:�

May 2

nd

�

St. Teresa of Avila�

�

July 11

th

�

St. Elisabeth of Portugal�

�

September 26

th

�

St. Francis de Sales�

Emmaus Retreat�

�

The next Emmaus is March 13�15 at Cathedral Camp 

in East Freetown, MA. �

�

 Emmaus is a retreat for men and women (ages 20+) 

who seek to grow in their relationship with Jesus 

Christ, regardless of their present level of faith or  

practice. We want to invite you to join us on our next 

Emmaus weekend. You will be welcomed by a loving 

community, spend time in personal and communal 

prayer, and celebrate the sacraments. �

�

For more information or to apply online, email us at 

emmausretreats@gmail.com or visit our website: 

www.emmausretreats.com. �

�

“Souper” 

Bowl �

Sunday!!!�

�

sponsored by �

SJN Youth Ministry�

�

To Benefit�

Local Food Pantries�

�

SJN Youth Ministry will be collecting cans of�

 soup and any non�perishable food items in the�

 Narthex before and after all masses on the 

weekend of February 1st and 2nd.�
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL • SOLAR
BURGLAR & FIRE ALARMS

FRANK 508-995-6469
Master License #A9629

P.O. Box 50117 • New Bedford

Domestic & Foreign 
Used Auto Parts Since 1935

“Our Goal is to Provide Quality Products at 
Competitive Prices with Honesty & Integrity.”

1260 Shawmut Ave. 508.994.1801
New Bedford, MA 800.640.7548
GoyetteAutoParts.com 508.993.0650

359 Summer Street
New Bedford, MA

www.dhfo.org

508-996-6751

Derrick  
Demers 
REALTOR®

FREE MARKET 
ANALYSIS - 

Call 508-989-5236
ddemers@jackconway.com 

Parishioner

Karen Boyle • kboyle@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6463

ROCK
FUNERAL HOME

Celebrating Lives With Dignity
508-995-5772

1285 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford
www.rock-funeralhome.com

falamos portugues

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS/Service Corp. Int’l 
206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720

(508) 676-2454

  Let the Hearing 
 Doctor Come to You!
  In-Home 
 Hearing Services

(508) 887-6283
Dr. Kristy Lamoureux

www.ComfortOfHomeHearing.com

South Coast Chapel
Mortuary, LL C

158 Middleboro Rd (Rt 18) Po Box 720

East Freetown, MA 02717

Christine L. Hatfield, RN
Type 3 Funeral Director & Embalmer

ph 508-763-0000 
fx 508-763-0011

www.southcoastchapel.com

BARRY J. LAWLER, LUTCF
President

508-995-8600 • Toll Free: 888-433-8600
Fax: 508-995-8899

www.lawlerins.com
4 Welby Road, New Bedford, MA

4317 ACUSHNET AVENUE
NEW BEDFORD

508-995-8365
www.tetraultinsurance.com

 Maddigan 
 Tax Service
 Diane A. Maddigan
 Enrolled Agent

 Tel: 508-947-1040
 Fax: 508-923-0925
 Maddtax@comcast.net

129 Spruce St., Middleboro, MA

With All My Heart 
Child Care

Small Business of the Year 2015
Doreen Fouquette 
774-417-6983

wamh@comcast.net
www.withallmyheartchildcare.com
41 Chipaway Road, East Freetown

S.M. SHEPLEY

99 CUSHMAN RD. • P.O. BOX 3 • ROCHESTER, MA 02770

Steve Sr.
508-789-5194

Steve Jr.
508-728-1899

INC.
Fill • Gravel • Loam • Mulch • Salt  • Sand 

Low Bed Moves • Triaxle Rental 
Dump Trailer Rental 

Septic Systems Installed • Site Work

Cody, Cody, & McCarthy, LLC

Providing Planning Solutions to Protect 
Your Family and Assets

www.cody-cody.com • 617-472-5151
LAKEVILLE • QUINCY • NEWTON

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEYS

WE SPECIALIZE IN YOUR AUTO NEEDS
• MINOR TO MAJOR REPAIRS
• TOWING • ASE CERTIFIED

• MASS CERTIFIED EMISSION REPAIR FACILITY

JOEL AMARAL
24 COUNTY RD., EAST FREETOWN

774-849-4860

Will’s Garage
Foreign – Domestic

• Brake Service • Exhaust
• Electronic Engine Control

3230 Acushnet Ave., New Bedford, MA

508-995-2258

Mass Inspection
#5043

Beaver Tree Works
We keep your property safe & looking good

SAFETY • QUALITY • PRICE
Tree Removal • Trimming • Clearing

Stump Grinding • Mulch
Certified Arborist/Parishioner

508-763-5008
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

Satisfaction Guaranteed
www.BeaverTreeWorks.com

McGraw
PLUMBING & HEATING

Steve McGraw
Mass. Reg. 8904

32 Stuart Rd., Rochester, MA
508-789-9231

  KOCZERA OIL
HOME HEATING OIL

                    763-9504
Michael Koczera
4 Robinson Road

Rochester

DISCO
UNT Gurney’s Saw Mill, Inc.

Established 1870
Family owned and operated
Paul, Sharlene, Jon, Jennifer

508-763-2502
GurneysJennifer@gmail.com
www.GurneysSawmill.com

8 Gurney Rd., P.O. Box 447
East Freetown

Dahlborg-MacNeviN
FuNeral hoMes, iNc.

508-946-9655
280 Bedford St.

Lakeville, MA 02347

www.d-mfh.com

36 South Main Street
Assonet

508-644-5200
WoodsideDental.com

JOHN’S AUTO BODY  
& TOWING

COLLISION SPECIALIST
508-763-4004

26 GURNEY ROAD
EAST FREETOWN, MA  02717

24 HOUR 
TOWING 
John Laronda, Jr. 

Proprietor

Artie Leonard 
PRESIDENT & DIRECTOR OF SALES

508-441-0921
www.reliablesolarsolutions.com

www.artiethesolarguy.com

Mention this ad for a $500 Discount
1 CHACE ROAD #15, EAST FREETOWN, MA 02717


