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  St. John Neumann Church  

     157 Middleboro Road / P.O. Box 718  East Freetown, MA  

www.sjnfreetown.org    

  508-763-2240  

    Rev. Gregory A. Mathias, Pastor 

����������������������������������������������������������������������������     ����pastor@sjnfreetown.org�

Regular Assistance rendered by�

Rev. Richard Furlong�

�

Deacon Bruce Bonneau, Permanent Deacon�

       WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE���������������������������������  

8:00,  10:00A.M.���

   Saturday Vigil:  4:00 P.M.�

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE�

   Monday � Thursday:  7:30 A.M.  �

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�

 Saturday: 3:00 � 3:45 P.M. �

Welcome to St. John Neumann Parish. �

Thank You for joining us in worship today.     

We hope you will join us on the spiritual journey, 

in ministry to all  God’s people. Please contact 

the parish office for information on how to     

register as a member of our parish.�

       PARISH OFFICE / RECTORY    508�763�2240���������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������contact@sjnfreetown.org�������       �����������������������������������������������������������

����������������������Monday � Friday: 8:30 A.M. � 4:30 P.M. �

�����������������������������������������������          ����������������������(Closed holidays)�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  ��              

������������������������������������������Diane Whelan������������������������������������ Business Administrator���������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��     OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION    508�763�8122������������������������������

���������������������������������������        sjnreled@sjnfreetown.org������   ���  �

��������������������������������������������������������Michelle D’Ordine�����������������Director��������

            YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE 508�763�4735�

�������                �sjnconfirmation@sjnfreetown.org�

��������������������������������Lisa Johnson ��         Confirmation/Youth Ministry�

                              �

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� MUSIC MINISTRY�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������             Charles Dillingham���������������������������Director�

        �����������������������������������������������      ��� sjnmusic@sjnfreetown.org �

 �

������������������������������������������ MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES   �

���������������������� ���� ����      Raymond Bedard���/Raymond Galuska������������������������        �������� ����      �
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION�

Mary, Mother of All Nations Chapel  is now open on �

   Weekdays from 8:00 am to 7:00pm for private prayer�

�

Eucharistic Adoration is available on Mondays & 

Thursdays from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm.                            

(excluding holidays) �

�

Holy Hour every  Monday evening�

 from 6:00pm�7:00 pm.�

���������������������������������������������������������������    ��

�������������������18th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

                August 2, 2020�

 �

�

 Saturday,Aug. 1:Vigil: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

 4:00PM � Gawronski & Howard Families�

�

Sunday, Aug. 2: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

  8:00AM � Marion Medeiros�

  10:00AM �  Alida, Albert & Robert Forcier�

�

Monday, August 3: Weekday�

7:30AM � Manuel Allemao�

�

Tuesday, August 4: Saint John Vianney, Priest�

7:30 AM � Jose Costa�

�

Wednesday, August 5: Weekday�

7:30 AM � Ron Boivin Jr.�3rd Ann.�

�

Thursday, August 6: The Transfiguration of the Lord�

7:30 AM � Alvaro DeSousa�

�

Saturday,Aug. 8:Vigil: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

 4:00PM � Corliss & Tetreault Families�

�

Sunday, Aug. 9: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

  8:00AM � Joseph Herman�6th Ann.�

  10:00AM �  Robert W. Silvia�

Catholic Charities     

Appeal�

June 1st began the 2020 

Catholic Charities Annual Appeal for the  Diocese of 

Fall River.  We encourage you to mail in your pledge 

and to support the Appeal as   generously as you can.  If 

at all possible, we’d like you to consider pledging 

throughout the year.  �

Programs supported by the Appeal help people in all 

phases of life�from children, to youth, to   parents,      

to the elderly.  Numerous agencies,   programs and     

ministries provide food and shelter, educate children and 

adults and meet the physical, emotional and spiritual 

needs of thousands. our support of the Catholic        

Charities Appeal helps us to meet these responsibilities.�

CATHOLIC CHARITIES TO DATE: 39,340.00�

LAST YEAR’S TOTAL: $63,440.00�

Diocesan Policy for the �

Protection of the Faithful�

�

The Diocese of Fall  River has created a Diocesan 

Policy for the Protection of the Faithful, this          

document can be read in its entirety by visiting our   

website at www.sjnfreetown.org.�

Some of the highlights from the document is who is a 

mandated reporter and must report sexual, physical 

abuse or neglect of a Minor such as:�

Nurses, public or private school teacher (including 

religious education teacher and teacher aide),   

clergy member, Daycare worker, person employed by 

a Church to supervise, educate, coach, train or     

counsel a child and more than can be found on section 

2.9 in the document.�

Please refer to page 19 of the document which ex-

plains How to make a report of abuse and/or neglect 

and when you must file?�

The Circle of Life Ministry would like to invite you 

to pray the rosary, the Litany for Life and the 

chaplet with them every Tuesday morning at 10am 

at the    Rosary Garden.  All are welcome !!�

    Thank you to everyone 

who came out to help for 

the barn sale both on the 

day of the sale and se ng up for the sale.  It was 

very hot and we appreciate everyone’s help.  The 

barn sale was very successful and we couldn’t do it     

without YOU !!�

St. Anthony’s Food Pantry�

The food pantry is open and is very low in stock.      

Dona�ons of non nonperishable food can be le� in the 

narthex and we have parishioners who bring it to the 

pantry.  Thank you for all your support to the pantry  

throughout the years.�
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From the Pastor’s Desk….. 

The Battle of the Thinkers�

&�

Intellectual Honesty�

There are some really fascinating presentations on     

the YouTube platform by scientists, theologians,     

philosophers, sociologists and many others.  I am, very 

often, looking for speakers who can inform me about 

the development of Western thought and how it has 

brought our society to where it is today.  And then        

I compare this to the intellectual tradition of the 

Church to see where there is overlap and where there is 

divergence.�

�

It is unfortunate that much of this has become quite 

polemical as those on the “Right” attack those on the 

“Left” and both, in my mind, for the excesses borne    

of their ideologies.  I am not actually talking about   

extremists in this instance, but some really thoughtful 

people who are very insightful and intelligent. �

�

Even so, the imperative to dismantle the opposing side 

usually seems to override any attempt to distill out  

kernels of truth or things that could be affirmed by both 

sides.  As I wrote in a couple of recent columns, I don’t 

need to buy into the whole Black Lives Matter        

platform, (which is very problematic from a Catholic 

viewpoint), in order to affirm that they are addressing 

some real problems.  We can certainly discuss those 

problems in a civil and reasonable way in order to seek 

solutions together.  It need not devolve into an all�out 

campaign to discredit or demonize the other side.�

�

We can’t, of course, be naïve:  Jesus counsels us, 

“Behold!  I am sending you out like sheep among 

wolves; therefore, be as wise as serpents and gentle as 

doves.”  There are always going to be Trojan Horses, 

sleights�of�hand and straw�men arguments with which 

we have to contend.  It can be like hacking through a 

jungle to get to that kernel of truth.  And it is certainly 

fair to call�out deceptive arguments and half�truths.  

But demonizing only perpetuates the polarization we 

are seeing now in the nation and in the Church.  �

�

In the social and political “blogosphere” they hurl 

scary epithets at one another like “Marxist!” and 

“Socialist!” and “Fascist!”  And this hardly seems  

constructive.  If, indeed, there are elements of those 

dangerous ideologies in the platform of a political or 

social movement, might it not be more constructive to 

give counsel in the form “I detect some elements of 

Marxist ideology in your stance, and we know, from 

history, the dangers of enacting that thinking.          

May I suggest such and such. . .”�

�

Within this approach, one can distill out the real    

problem upon which all can agree and, for the moment, 

bracket those proposals that are problematic, in hopes 

that they can be jettisoned in favor of some good com-

promise.  I realize, in the current climate, this reads as 

Pollyannaism but, short of some courageous attempts 

at true dialogue, the nation and, to some extent, the 

Church remains divided.�

�

“You have heard it said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a 

tooth for a tooth.  But I say to you, do not resist an 

evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right 

cheek, turn the other to him as well,”�

 (Mt. 5:38�39)  �

�

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 

give him something to drink; for by doing so you will 

heap burning coals on his head . . . conquer evil with 

good,” (Romans 12:20)�

�

Herein I think that intellectual honesty serves the value 

of Christian Charity.  I need to exam if there is a “beam 

in my eye” in the form of straw�man arguments,     

mischaracterizations or other things which have slipped 

in under my ‘radar’ before I set about removing the 

‘splinter’ from the eye of my opponent.   �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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�

�

Obviously this column is a follow�up to last week’s 

reflection on the attack on Bishop Barron.  I continue 

with the reflection because it seems to be an urgent 

matter of this cultural moment.  It won’t always be 

possible, but if we can begin by assuming good will in 

our ideological opponents, and attempting to distill 

from their positions what can be affirmed, perhaps we 

can sow the seeds of a better society.�
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL • SOLAR
BURGLAR & FIRE ALARMS

FRANK 508-995-6469
Master License #A9629

P.O. Box 50117 • New Bedford

Domestic & Foreign 
Used Auto Parts Since 1935

“Our Goal is to Provide Quality Products at 
Competitive Prices with Honesty & Integrity.”

1260 Shawmut Ave. 508.994.1801
New Bedford, MA 800.640.7548
GoyetteAutoParts.com 508.993.0650

359 Summer Street
New Bedford, MA

www.dhfo.org

508-996-6751

Derrick  
Demers 
REALTOR®

FREE MARKET 
ANALYSIS - 

Call 508-989-5236
ddemers@jackconway.com 

Parishioner

ROCKROCK
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

Celebrating Lives With Dignity
508-995-5772

1285 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford
www.rock-funeralhome.com

falamos portugues

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS/Service Corp. Int’l 
206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720

(508) 676-2454

  Let the Hearing 
 Doctor Come to You!
  In-Home 
 Hearing Services

(508) 887-6283
Dr. Kristy Lamoureux

www.ComfortOfHomeHearing.com

BARRY J. LAWLER, LUTCF
President

508-995-8600 • Toll Free: 888-433-8600
Fax: 508-995-8899

www.lawlerins.com
4 Welby Road, New Bedford, MA

4317 ACUSHNET AVENUE
NEW BEDFORD

508-995-8365
www.tetraultinsurance.com

 Maddigan 
 Tax Service
 Diane A. Maddigan
 Enrolled Agent

 Tel: 508-947-1040
 Fax: 508-923-0925
 Maddtax@comcast.net

129 Spruce St., Middleboro, MA

With All My Heart 
Child Care

Small Business of the Year 2015
Doreen Fouquette 
774-417-6983

wamh@comcast.net
www.withallmyheartchildcare.com
41 Chipaway Road, East Freetown

S.M. SHEPLEY

99 CUSHMAN RD. • P.O. BOX 3 • ROCHESTER, MA 02770

Steve Sr.
508-789-5194

Steve Jr.
508-728-1899

INC.
Fill • Gravel • Loam • Mulch • Salt  • Sand 

Low Bed Moves • Triaxle Rental 
Dump Trailer Rental 

Septic Systems Installed • Site Work

Cody, Cody, & McCarthy, LLC

Providing Planning Solutions to Protect 
Your Family and Assets

www.cody-cody.com • 617-472-5151
LAKEVILLE • QUINCY • NEWTON

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEYS

WE SPECIALIZE IN YOUR AUTO NEEDS
• MINOR TO MAJOR REPAIRS
• TOWING • ASE CERTIFIED

• MASS CERTIFIED EMISSION REPAIR FACILITY

JOEL AMARAL
24 COUNTY RD., EAST FREETOWN

774-849-4860

Will’s Garage
Foreign – Domestic

• Brake Service • Exhaust
• Electronic Engine Control

3230 Acushnet Ave., New Bedford, MA

508-995-2258

Mass Inspection
#5043

Beaver Tree Works
We keep your property safe & looking good

SAFETY • QUALITY • PRICE
Tree Removal • Trimming • Clearing

Stump Grinding • Mulch
Certified Arborist/Parishioner

508-763-5008
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

Satisfaction Guaranteed
www.BeaverTreeWorks.com

McGraw
PLUMBING & HEATING

Steve McGraw
Mass. Reg. 8904

32 Stuart Rd., Rochester, MA
508-789-9231

  KOCZERA OIL
HOME HEATING OIL

                    763-9504
Michael Koczera
4 Robinson Road

Rochester

DISCO
UNT Gurney’s Saw Mill, Inc.

Established 1870
Family owned and operated
Paul, Sharlene, Jon, Jennifer

508-763-2502
GurneysJennifer@gmail.com
www.GurneysSawmill.com

8 Gurney Rd., P.O. Box 447
East Freetown

Dahlborg-MacNeviN
FuNeral hoMes, iNc.

508-946-9655
280 Bedford St.

Lakeville, MA 02347

www.d-mfh.com

36 South Main Street
Assonet

508-644-5200
WoodsideDental.com

JOHN’S AUTO BODY  
& TOWING

COLLISION SPECIALIST
508-763-4004

26 GURNEY ROAD
EAST FREETOWN, MA  02717

24 HOUR 
TOWING 
John Laronda, Jr. 

Proprietor

 DRIVEWAYS,
 LANEWAYS,
 PARKING LOTS,
 GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

 (508) 996-0735

 FAMILY RUN SINCE 1986

Artie Leonard 
PRESIDENT & DIRECTOR OF SALES

508-441-0921
www.reliablesolarsolutions.com

www.artiethesolarguy.com

Mention this ad for a $500 Discount
1 CHACE ROAD #15, EAST FREETOWN, MA 02717

Tina McDonald BSN, RN, CWCN, CFCN

Mobile Foot and 
Nail Care

• Certified Foot Care Nurse
• Sanitary & Convenient
•  Beneficial to Homebound, 

Disabled & Diabetics
401-835-0497401-835-0497

www.RIFootNurse.com    Tina@RIFootNurse.com

Private Pay 
Only

Contact Dan Linnell to place an ad today! 
dlinnell@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6362

Mulch • Loam • Gravel • Sand • Fill 
Crushed Stone • Fieldstone • Stonedust

Delivery Available
33 Middleboro Road • East Freetown, MA 02717

774-849-5886


