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  St. John Neumann Church  

     157 Middleboro Road / P.O. Box 718  East Freetown, MA  

www.sjnfreetown.org    

  508-763-2240  

    Rev. Gregory A. Mathias, Pastor 

����������������������������������������������������������������������������     ����pastor@sjnfreetown.org�

Regular Assistance rendered by�

Rev. Richard Furlong�

�

Deacon Bruce Bonneau, Permanent Deacon�

       WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE���������������������������������  

8:00,  10:00A.M.���

   Saturday Vigil:  4:00 P.M.�

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE�

   Monday � Thursday:  7:30 A.M.  �

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�

 Saturday: 3:00 � 3:45 P.M. �

Welcome to St. John Neumann Parish. �

Thank You for joining us in worship today.     

We hope you will join us on the spiritual journey, 

in ministry to all  God’s people. Please contact 

the parish office for information on how to     

register as a member of our parish.�

       PARISH OFFICE / RECTORY    508�763�2240���������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������contact@sjnfreetown.org�������       �����������������������������������������������������������

����������������������Monday � Friday: 8:30 A.M. � 4:30 P.M. �

�����������������������������������������������          ����������������������(Closed holidays)�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  ��              

������������������������������������������Diane Whelan������������������������������������ Business Administrator���������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��     OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION    508�763�8122������������������������������

���������������������������������������        sjnreled@sjnfreetown.org������   ���  �

��������������������������������������������������������Michelle D’Ordine�����������������Director��������

            YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE 508�763�4735�

�������                �sjnconfirmation@sjnfreetown.org�

��������������������������������Lisa Johnson ��         Confirmation/Youth Ministry�

                              �

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� MUSIC MINISTRY�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������             Charles Dillingham���������������������������Director�

        �����������������������������������������������      ��� sjnmusic@sjnfreetown.org �

 �

������������������������������������������ MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES   �

���������������������� ���� ����      Raymond Bedard���/Raymond Galuska������������������������        �������� ����      �
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�������������������26th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

                September 27, 2020�

 �

�

 Saturday,Sept. 26:Vigil:26th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time�

�

 4:00PM � E. Lucille Maynard�

�

Sunday, Sept. 27: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

  8:00AM � Robert & Eleanor Coggeshall�

  10:00AM �  Robert W. Silvia�

�

Monday, Sept. 28: Weekday�

7:30AM � Ann Santangelo�

�

Tuesday, Sept. 29: Saints Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, 

Archangels�

7:30 AM � Maurice St. Laurent�

�

Wednesday, Sept. 30: Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor 

of the Church�

7:30 AM � Patricia A. Dorr�

�

Thursday, Oct. 1: Saint Therese of the Child Jesus, 

Virgin & Doctor of the Church�

7:30 AM � Alma Troland�

�

Saturday,Oct. 3:Vigil:27th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

 4:00PM � George & Jeannette Patnaude�

�

Sunday, Oct. 4: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

  8:00AM � Noella & Raymond Trahan�

  10:00AM �  Jason Sorelle�

Adults who have not been confirmed�

Classes for adult confirma�on prepara�on 

will be held ONLINE  this year.�

Time:  Thursday;  6:30pm �8pm�

Star�ng October 15th�

Please contact the parish office at  508�763�2240 for 

a registra�on form.  �

�

A Flu Shot Clinic will be held on 

Sunday, October 4th after the 8am 

and 10am masses.  A link to register 

was sent out via flock note .  �

You can also access the link through our website 

www.sjnfreetown.org or call the office and we can 

email it to you..�

Livestreamed Virtual Taizé Service for: 

World Day for Refugees and Immigrants 

 

 

September 27, 2020     7 p.m. 

h,ps://www.facebook.com/

StJohnNeumannCatholicChurch�

“ ‘Ah yes, when one is young, one has these ideals in 

the abstract and these castles in the air; but in mid-

dle age they all break up like clouds, and one comes 

down to a belief in prac�cal poli�cs, to using the   

machinery one has and ge5ng on with the world as 

it is.’ Thus, at least, venerable and philanthropic old 

men, now in their honored graves, used to talk to 

me when I was a boy.  But since then I have grown 

up and have discovered that these philanthropic old 

men were telling lies.  What has really happened is 

exactly the opposite of what they said would       

happen.  They said that I should lose my ideals and 

begin to believe in the methods of prac�cal            

poli�cians.  Now, I have not lost my ideals in the 

least; my faith in fundamentals is exactly what          

it always was.  What I have lost is my old child�like 

faith in prac�cal poli�cs.  I am s�ll as much           

concerned as ever about the Ba,le of Armageddon; 

but I am not so much concerned with the General 

Elec�on.”�

�G.K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy�

�

New Ministry � We have a new ministry whose  

mission is to reach out to those who are unwell or 

mourning the loss of a loved one.  If you know some-

one who would benefit from receiving a cheery note or 

card, please call the rectory office at 508�763�2240 or 

Trudy Medeiros at 508�287�7495�

Bishop Stang High School has an opening for a full��me 

Custodian posi�on.  Please share this pos�ng with anyone 

you know who may be interested.  Applicants should send 

their resume and cover le er to Asst Principal of Students, 

Mr. Michael O'Brien, at mobrien@bishopstang.org �
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From the Pastor’s Desk….. 

Fake Fan Noise�

�

Watching our favorite sports teams play their games 

without spectators in the stands is a strange experience.  

Even though the game remains the same, and the       

athleticism can be extraordinary, the absence of real, 

cheering fans is a real diminishment from the            

experience of watching.  That this is true is evidenced 

by the apparent need to pipe into the stadiums and    

arenas recorded fan noise.  And, if I am not mistaken, 

the noise is even modulated to correspond to big plays 

such as touchdowns and clutch 3 pointers.  But, take 

that fake noise away and you are left with a relatively 

small group of guys playing, what could be, a pick�up 

game in the park, albeit with fancy uniforms.�

�

Our games often seem more important to us than our 

faith.  There are many more “flying Elvis” Patriot’s 

logos on view than there are crosses out there in Patriot 

Nation.  Being a fan seems to be about more than     

enjoyment of a game and the skill of players: It seems 

to fulfill people’s need to identify with something,   

belong to something and, maybe, to be part of some 

small victory now and then.  Maybe it could be called 

“vicarious victory” when, in response to a big win by 

the Patriots, a person will not say “they won,” but,   

rather, “we won!”  And, when your team is such a big 

winner as, for example, the Patriots have been, you 

have the benefit of “bragging rights,” as if you had    

really contributed something on the field.  �

�

As long as it all remains in the realm of “all in good 

fun,” there’s nothing wrong with being a fan.  But, it 

seems, in some people, fandom can become a bit too 

serious of a matter; taking on a cult�like sort of aura.  

This over�identification of one’s self with the team can 

take on such absurd proportions that if you were to    

insult a man’s team it would be taken to be as bad as 

spitting on the grave of his mother!�

�

I see a version of this in everyday life in, what I would 

call, “the righteousness of being on the right team!”   

I see it with respect to nationality, politics, issues,   

products, ideology and in many other places.  Those of 

us who are “car guys” are familiar with the Ford guys 

vs. the Chevy guys, (though this is rather old now);  

they over�identify with their brand.  And then, there is 

the exaggeration of the significance of one’s nationality 

which can be taken to heights of silliness as if being 

Portuguese or French or Irish were, somehow, a whole 

higher order of being human.�

�

This phenomenon is worse when one assumes a posture 

of righteousness for being on the “right side” of an    

issue.   The “righteousness” of which I write here is to 

take whatever “right issue” it may be and to form a club 

out of it with which to beat people over the head.       

Or, rather, it becomes a large neon sign with a flashing 

arrow pointing down at one’s self “Righteous!     

Righteous!  Righteous!”  One can easily find          

examples of this in “culture warriors,” “political       

warriors,” and, yes, “ecclesiastical warriors.” In fact, in 

this historical moment, there seems to be a whole 

“warrior class” out there!  And, in fact, whatever the 

issue, they may be quite right or correct, but it’s all self

�serving and self�referential:  Look at me!  The      

righteous warrior!�

�

I think we need to be suspicious of those who are      

cultivating “fan clubs.”   I repeat the same scripture I 

have cited many times before in this column wherein 

St. Paul challenges the factional Corinthians:  

“Whenever someone says, ‘I belong to Paul,’ and     

another, ‘I belong to Apollos,’ are you not merely    

human?   . . .No one can lay a foundation other than 

the one that is there, namely, Jesus Christ . . . So let no 

one boast about human beings. . . “  (1 Corinthians 3:4, 

11, 21)�
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St. Paul repeatedly warns communities and individuals 

about “boasting.”  And, while we might understand this 

term, in a narrow way, as constantly calling attention to 

one’s attributes or accomplishments, it can take the 

form of the “righteous warrior” where, what appears to 

be a call to see the truth is really self�referential.  And 

this flies in the face of, not only, St. Paul’s warnings 

but also the examples of John the Baptist (I must      

decrease), and the Blessed Mother, (My soul magnifies 

the Lord.)�
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL • SOLAR
BURGLAR & FIRE ALARMS

FRANK 508-995-6469
Master License #A9629

P.O. Box 50117 • New Bedford

Domestic & Foreign 
Used Auto Parts Since 1935

“Our Goal is to Provide Quality Products at 
Competitive Prices with Honesty & Integrity.”

1260 Shawmut Ave. 508.994.1801
New Bedford, MA 800.640.7548
GoyetteAutoParts.com 508.993.0650

359 Summer Street
New Bedford, MA

www.dhfo.org

508-996-6751

Derrick  
Demers 
REALTOR®

FREE MARKET 
ANALYSIS - 

Call 508-989-5236
ddemers@jackconway.com 

Parishioner

ROCKROCK
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

Celebrating Lives With Dignity
508-995-5772

1285 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford
www.rock-funeralhome.com

falamos portugues

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS/Service Corp. Int’l 
206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720

(508) 676-2454

  Let the Hearing 
 Doctor Come to You!
  In-Home 
 Hearing Services

(508) 887-6283
Dr. Kristy Lamoureux

www.ComfortOfHomeHearing.com

BARRY J. LAWLER, LUTCF
President

508-995-8600 • Toll Free: 888-433-8600
Fax: 508-995-8899

www.lawlerins.com
4 Welby Road, New Bedford, MA

4317 ACUSHNET AVENUE
NEW BEDFORD

508-995-8365
www.tetraultinsurance.com

 Maddigan 
 Tax Service
 Diane A. Maddigan
 Enrolled Agent

 Tel: 508-947-1040
 Fax: 508-923-0925
 Maddtax@comcast.net

129 Spruce St., Middleboro, MA

With All My Heart 
Child Care

Small Business of the Year 2015
Doreen Fouquette 
774-417-6983

wamh@comcast.net
www.withallmyheartchildcare.com
41 Chipaway Road, East Freetown

S.M. SHEPLEY

99 CUSHMAN RD. • P.O. BOX 3 • ROCHESTER, MA 02770

Steve Sr.
508-789-5194

Steve Jr.
508-728-1899

INC.
Fill • Gravel • Loam • Mulch • Salt  • Sand 

Low Bed Moves • Triaxle Rental 
Dump Trailer Rental 

Septic Systems Installed • Site Work

Cody, Cody, & McCarthy, LLC

Providing Planning Solutions to Protect 
Your Family and Assets

www.cody-cody.com • 617-472-5151
LAKEVILLE • QUINCY • NEWTON

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEYS

WE SPECIALIZE IN YOUR AUTO NEEDS
• MINOR TO MAJOR REPAIRS
• TOWING • ASE CERTIFIED

• MASS CERTIFIED EMISSION REPAIR FACILITY

JOEL AMARAL
24 COUNTY RD., EAST FREETOWN

774-849-4860

Will’s Garage
Foreign – Domestic

• Brake Service • Exhaust
• Electronic Engine Control

3230 Acushnet Ave., New Bedford, MA

508-995-2258

Mass Inspection
#5043

Beaver Tree Works
We keep your property safe & looking good

SAFETY • QUALITY • PRICE
Tree Removal • Trimming • Clearing

Stump Grinding • Mulch
Certified Arborist/Parishioner

508-763-5008
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

Satisfaction Guaranteed
www.BeaverTreeWorks.com

McGraw
PLUMBING & HEATING

Steve McGraw
Mass. Reg. 8904

32 Stuart Rd., Rochester, MA
508-789-9231

  KOCZERA OIL
HOME HEATING OIL

                    763-9504
Michael Koczera
4 Robinson Road

Rochester

DISCO
UNT Gurney’s Saw Mill, Inc.

Established 1870
Family owned and operated
Paul, Sharlene, Jon, Jennifer

508-763-2502
GurneysJennifer@gmail.com
www.GurneysSawmill.com

8 Gurney Rd., P.O. Box 447
East Freetown

Dahlborg-MacNeviN
FuNeral hoMes, iNc.

508-946-9655
280 Bedford St.

Lakeville, MA 02347

www.d-mfh.com

36 South Main Street
Assonet

508-644-5200
WoodsideDental.com

JOHN’S AUTO BODY  
& TOWING

COLLISION SPECIALIST
508-763-4004

26 GURNEY ROAD
EAST FREETOWN, MA  02717

24 HOUR 
TOWING 
John Laronda, Jr. 

Proprietor

 DRIVEWAYS,
 LANEWAYS,
 PARKING LOTS,
 GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

 (508) 996-0735

 FAMILY RUN SINCE 1986

Artie Leonard 
PRESIDENT & DIRECTOR OF SALES

508-441-0921
www.reliablesolarsolutions.com

www.artiethesolarguy.com

Mention this ad for a $500 Discount
1 CHACE ROAD #15, EAST FREETOWN, MA 02717

Tina McDonald BSN, RN, CWCN, CFCN

Mobile Foot and 
Nail Care

• Certified Foot Care Nurse
• Sanitary & Convenient
•  Beneficial to Homebound, 

Disabled & Diabetics
401-835-0497401-835-0497

www.RIFootNurse.com    Tina@RIFootNurse.com

Private Pay 
Only

Contact Dan Linnell to place an ad today! 
dlinnell@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6362

Mulch • Loam • Gravel • Sand • Fill 
Crushed Stone • Fieldstone • Stonedust

Delivery Available
33 Middleboro Road • East Freetown, MA 02717

774-849-5886


