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  St. John Neumann Church  

     157 Middleboro Road / P.O. Box 718  East Freetown, MA  

www.sjnfreetown.org    

  508-763-2240  

    Rev. Gregory A. Mathias, Pastor 

����������������������������������������������������������������������������     ����pastor@sjnfreetown.org�

Regular Assistance rendered by�

Rev. Richard Furlong�

�

Deacon Bruce Bonneau, Permanent Deacon�

       WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE���������������������������������  

8:00,  10:00A.M.���

   Saturday Vigil:  4:00 P.M.�

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE�

   Monday � Thursday:  7:30 A.M.  �

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�

 Saturday: 3:00 � 3:45 P.M. �

Welcome to St. John Neumann Parish. �

Thank You for joining us in worship today.     

We hope you will join us on the spiritual journey, 

in ministry to all  God’s people. Please contact 

the parish office for information on how to     

register as a member of our parish.�

       PARISH OFFICE / RECTORY    508�763�2240���������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������contact@sjnfreetown.org�������       �����������������������������������������������������������

����������������������Monday � Friday: 8:30 A.M. � 4:30 P.M. �

�����������������������������������������������          ����������������������(Closed holidays)�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  ��              

������������������������������������������Diane Whelan������������������������������������ Business Administrator���������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��     OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION    508�763�8122������������������������������

���������������������������������������        sjnreled@sjnfreetown.org������   ���  �

��������������������������������������������������������Michelle D’Ordine�����������������Director��������

            YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE 508�763�4735�

�������                �sjnconfirmation@sjnfreetown.org�

��������������������������������Lisa Johnson ��         Confirmation/Youth Ministry�

                              �

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� MUSIC MINISTRY�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������             Charles Dillingham���������������������������Director�

        �����������������������������������������������      ��� sjnmusic@sjnfreetown.org �

 �

������������������������������������������ MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES   �

���������������������� ���� ����      Raymond Bedard���/Raymond Galuska������������������������        �������� ����      �
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We welcome the following children into our        

community through the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Finnley Maryllis Sykes 

Dominic Joseph Reis 

May they grow in their awareness of the Lord’s    

great love for them and celebrate that love                

in the Lord’s family. 

Prayers for the Repose of the Souls�

 Your prayers are requested for the    

repose of the Soul of�

������������������������������������     ��������Lillian Breen����������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������    ��

�������������������27th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

                October 4, 2020�

 �

�

 Saturday,Oct. 3:Vigil:27th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

 4:00PM � George & Jeannette Patnaude�

�

Sunday, Oct. 4: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

  8:00AM � Noella & Raymond Trahan�

  10:00AM �  Jason Sorelle�

�

Monday, Oct. 5: Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest�

7:30AM � Ann Santangelo�

�

Tuesday, Oct. 6: Saint Bruno, Priest, Blessed Marie 

Rose Durocher, Virgin�

7:30 AM � Armand Charpentier�

�

Wednesday, Oct. 7: Our Lady of the Rosary�

7:30 AM � Lillian Pierce�

�

Thursday, Oct. 8: Weekday�

7:30 AM � Owen Motta�

�

Saturday,Oct. 10:Vigil:28th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

 4:00PM � Janet Laliberte & Lynn Medeiros�

�

Sunday, Oct. 11: 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

  8:00AM � Jaime Furtado � 3rd Ann.�

  10:00AM �  Nicholas Bateman�

Classes for adult confirma�on prepara�on will be 

held ONLINE  this year.�

Time:  Thursday;  6:30pm �8pm�

Star�ng October 15th�

Please contact the parish office at  508�763�2240 for 

a registra�on form.  �

“ ‘Ah yes, when one is young, one has these ideals in 

the abstract and these castles in the air; but in mid-

dle age they all break up like clouds, and one comes 

down to a belief in prac�cal poli�cs, to using the   

machinery one has and ge0ng on with the world as 

it is.’ Thus, at least, venerable and philanthropic old 

men, now in their honored graves, used to talk to 

me when I was a boy.  But since then I have grown 

up and have discovered that these philanthropic old 

men were telling lies.  What has really happened is 

exactly the opposite of what they said would       

happen.  They said that I should lose my ideals and 

begin to believe in the methods of prac�cal            

poli�cians.  Now, I have not lost my ideals in the 

least; my faith in fundamentals is exactly what          

it always was.  What I have lost is my old child�like 

faith in prac�cal poli�cs.  I am s�ll as much           

concerned as ever about the Ba8le of Armageddon; 

but I am not so much concerned with the General 

Elec�on.”�

�G.K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy�

�

New Ministry � We have a new ministry whose  

mission is to reach out to those who are unwell or 

mourning the loss of a loved one.  If you know some-

one who would benefit from receiving a cheery note or 

card, please call the rectory office at 508�763�2240 or 

Trudy Medeiros at 508�287�7495�

Annual Collection�

Annual Collection Letters were recently mailed out to 

all parishioners.  Your generosity in supporting our 

parish is greatly appreciated.  Please use the envelope 

provided with the mailing to make your donation or 

you may donate online via WeShare. (link can be 

found on our website)  We are truly grateful for all the 

support our parishioners have given our parish 

throughout the years but especially during this        

pandemic. Thank You !!�



�

From the Pastor’s Desk….. 

Yanking your Chain�

My sister owns a massive dog known as an English 

Mastiff.  He’s not yet a year old and weighs in at 160 

pounds!  He is so powerful that holding the leash is a 

task, even for the strongest family members.  And so a 

special collar is required to cause slight discomfort to 

the dog and discourage his pulling and tugging.�

�

For a dog this sort of apparatus is appropriate:  In a 

world of cars and machines and all sorts of dangers he 

cannot comprehend, he needs to be held firm on           

a leash.  But, put this sort of thing on the neck of a   

human being and you have an outrageous indignity.  

The image of a chain or a rope around the neck of         

a human being, being yanked and chafing the neck is 

part of the history of the slave markets of the 18

th

 and 

19

th

 centuries in this country.  �

�

In modern parlance, having one’s “chain yanked” is a 

euphemism for being deceived or manipulated.  And 

this is a serious concern I have been expressing in this 

column related to the state of our culture today, both 

inside and outside of the Church.�

�

Finally I’ve come upon a resource which addresses the 

core of the problem and I highly recommend it to 

your viewing, either via on�demand television or the 

PBS website:�

�

�

Us vs Them: Hacking your Mind�

Why is the parish priest promoting this secular         

television program?  Because, if social media, news 

companies, and others have figured out an effective 

way to manipulate our thoughts, it definitely has moral 

and spiritual implications!   �

�

The basic thrust of this fascinating program is a       

phenomenon called “Confirmation Bias:”  This is   

defined as the tendency to interpret new evidence as 

confirmation of one's existing beliefs or theories.  

And the manipulative aspect enters in when, for the 

sake of major advertising dollars, social media and 

news companies employ sophisticated algorithms to 

monitor and shape your personal viewing habits.  

YouTube, for example, knows what you like and what 

you are watching, and it knows this with great         

precision.  It will feed your biases with greater and 

greater precision until you are in your own, tailor made 

“candy store” of biases.  Meanwhile, it is creating just 

such a candy story for the “other guy” who holds the 

opposite views, and whom you must regard as an idiot 

or as someone evil, (this is a metaphor drawn directly 

from the program).�

�

This is not some crazy conspiracy theory: It is just the 

application of well�know human psychological theory 

and mathematics to manipulate you and me in the     

effort to target advertising in the most efficient manner 

possible.  And, by the way, this is not a “right wing” or 

“left wing” biased process:  It is “open season” on    

everyone.  And, I think, it challenges us to slow down 

our judgement processes and do the hard work of     

critical thinking which the Good Lord has endowed us 

in our rational minds.   �

�

This moral and spiritual concern in all of this is that the 

polarized environment of the culture has engendered, 

what appears to be, a visceral hate of “the other guy.”   

Conservatives are not a large group of people, they  

are one, horrific caricature of the worst sort of         

authoritarian monster.  Liberals are not a large group  

of people, they are one, perverse and twisted freak.  

This is the sort of toxic thinking engendered in all       

of this.  And, clearly, if we are to be Christian in name 

and in truth, we cannot allow ourselves to be            

manipulated in such ways.   �

�

In an unexpected and impressive way, the television 

program showed a leader of a white supremacist group 

allowing a black counter protester to speak from the 

podium and a remarkable moment of mutual 

“humanizing” occurred between those two individuals 

and, perhaps, some in the crowds.  It seemed as if “the 

scales had fallen” from the eyes of both and they were 

seeing that their respective “chains” were being 

yanked.   There seemed to be real hope in that moment. �
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WeShare (Online Giving)�

If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please 

visit www.sjnfreetown.org and click on “Donate 

Online”.  With WeShare, you can set up a recurring 

weekly  or monthly transactions using your  checking, 

savings or credit card.  Any questions about WeShare, 

please contact the  parish office at 508�763�2240. �

October � the Month of the Rosary News!!�

�

For the fifth year, “Coast to Coast Rosary,” a nation-

wide prayer of the Rosary will take place on Sunday 

afternoon, October 11, 2020 at 4 p.m. (each section of  

the country  prays at their own time so the Rosary is 

being prayed simultaneously all across the country).  

The intentions are to pray for an end to abortion,          

a strengthening of family life and a healing of our    

nation.  We will gather together at 4 p.m. on October 

11

th

 at our Rosary Garden (weather permitting) to pray 

the rosary together.  If it rains, we may shift to the 

Church.  All are welcome.�

The Circle of Life Ministry CLM) regularly prays the 

rosary each Tuesday morning at the Rosary Garden at 

10 a.m. along with the Litany for Life and the chaplet.  

They will continue this month outdoors until the 

weather gets too cold, and then will shift to the  chapel.  

Please consider joining us.�

And last but not least, we have begun a wonderful 

practice of praying the Rosary before daily Mass:    

Rosary at 7 a.m. and Mass at 7:30 a.m.  Please join us 

in honoring Our Lady, this month of the rosary!�

Let Your Voice Be Heard � Again�

“Say No to ROE”�

The state legislature has extended the session until  

January 5th, 2021.  Please remind the members of the 

Joint Committee on Judiciary that you oppose the     

expansion of abortion in Massachusetts.  Please call the 

Committee at 617�722�2396 and let them know you are 

opposed to H3320and S1209 � the ROE legislation.  

Every telephone call helps! Remember these bills 

would remove:�

·     The requirement that young girls obtain consent 

before an abortion�

·     The requirement that efforts be made to save a   

living baby who survives abortion�

·     The requirement that late term abortions be       

performed in hospitals�

·     And the bills would allow abortion on demand for 

all nine months of pregnancy�

 For more information about how the ROE legislation 

would expand abortion in Massachusetts, visit 

www.macatholic.org.�
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Amazon Smile Supports                                             

St. John Neumann Church�

If you already shop at Amazon.com, 

please consider logging in via 

smile.amazon.com and designating    

St. John Neumann Church, East     

Freetown as your charity. Our parish will receive 0.5% 

of your  purchase.�  Prices and prime benefits are not 

effected when you use Amazon Smile.  Thanks for 

your continued support !�

�

Sign up to receive texts from us with  important   

parish news and information   �

�

TEXT:  SJNFREETOWN to 84576 or call the office 

and we can add you using an email address or cell 

number �

�

�

�

We are looking for people to join the prayer chain here 

at our parish.  If you are interested in sharing your 

faith through prayer for the sick of our  parish, please     

contact Rachel Constant at 508�995�4269.�

Anyone can volunteer for this ministry as there are no 

other commitments except praying for our brothers 

and sisters.�

Don’t forget to register for mass everyone weekend,     

by going to our website at www.sjnfreetown.org or by 

calling the office at 508�763�2240 and leaving a    

message.  �

Also, we ask for your patience with our volunteers as 

they guide you to the pews as you may not be seated 

at “your seat” but they are doing there best to follow 

our social distancing guidelines and they are           

volunteering their time to keep us all safe.   On our 

website, you can register for multiple weekends in   

advance.�

�

�

�

�

The Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on for Adults is the       

process by which men and women who perceive the 

s�rrings of faith in Jesus Christ and his Church        

explore the possibility of full ini�a�on into the faith.�

If you or someone you know is interested in RCIA, 

please call the rectory office at 508�763�2240 or send 

an email to Diane at contact@sjnfreetown.org.�

Becoming Catholic�

Worldwide Marriage Encounter�

“He dispatched his servants to summon the invited 

guests to the feast, but they refused to come.”  God  

invites your marriage to be filled with His graces.     

Accept His invitation by participating in a Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter Experience via Zoom for seven 

sessions every Monday and Thursday evenings start-

ing on November 2 � 23 from 7�9:30 PM. Registration 

is limited and a $100 application fee is required. For 

more information or to apply, call John and Toni Torio 

at 718�344�3700 or visit us at http://www.wwme.org/�

�

�

�

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION�

Mary, Mother of All Nations Chapel  is now open on �

   Weekdays from 8:00 am to 7:00pm for private prayer�

�

Eucharistic Adoration is available on Mondays & 

Thursdays from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm.                            

(excluding holidays) �

�

Holy Hour every  Monday evening�

 from 6:00pm�7:00 pm.�

Online Bereavement Support�

Online sessions are offered, one at 4:30pm and       

another at 7pm on Tuesdays.  Contact Rosemary 

Saraiva at rsaraiva@dcrcs.org or 508�678�2828 for 

more informa�on.�

�

Saturday, November 7th�

We will be holding a Outdoor    

Christmas Fair with lots of ready made Christmas 

baskets to be purchased and we will also be holding 

a barn sale on the same day.  We need a lot of help 

on this day and a couple of days before to make this 

successful.  Any help will be appreciated.   If you 

are available, contact Marlene Johnson at 508�763�

2569. �
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL • SOLAR
BURGLAR & FIRE ALARMS

FRANK 508-995-6469
Master License #A9629

P.O. Box 50117 • New Bedford

Domestic & Foreign 
Used Auto Parts Since 1935

“Our Goal is to Provide Quality Products at 
Competitive Prices with Honesty & Integrity.”

1260 Shawmut Ave. 508.994.1801
New Bedford, MA 800.640.7548
GoyetteAutoParts.com 508.993.0650

359 Summer Street
New Bedford, MA

www.dhfo.org

508-996-6751

Derrick  
Demers 
REALTOR®

FREE MARKET 
ANALYSIS - 

Call 508-989-5236
ddemers@jackconway.com 

Parishioner

ROCKROCK
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

Celebrating Lives With Dignity
508-995-5772

1285 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford
www.rock-funeralhome.com

falamos portugues

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS/Service Corp. Int’l 
206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720

(508) 676-2454

  Let the Hearing 
 Doctor Come to You!
  In-Home 
 Hearing Services

(508) 887-6283
Dr. Kristy Lamoureux

www.ComfortOfHomeHearing.com

BARRY J. LAWLER, LUTCF
President

508-995-8600 • Toll Free: 888-433-8600
Fax: 508-995-8899

www.lawlerins.com
4 Welby Road, New Bedford, MA

4317 ACUSHNET AVENUE
NEW BEDFORD

508-995-8365
www.tetraultinsurance.com

 Maddigan 
 Tax Service
 Diane A. Maddigan
 Enrolled Agent

 Tel: 508-947-1040
 Fax: 508-923-0925
 Maddtax@comcast.net

129 Spruce St., Middleboro, MA

With All My Heart 
Child Care

Small Business of the Year 2015
Doreen Fouquette 
774-417-6983

wamh@comcast.net
www.withallmyheartchildcare.com
41 Chipaway Road, East Freetown

S.M. SHEPLEY

99 CUSHMAN RD. • P.O. BOX 3 • ROCHESTER, MA 02770

Steve Sr.
508-789-5194

Steve Jr.
508-728-1899

INC.
Fill • Gravel • Loam • Mulch • Salt  • Sand 

Low Bed Moves • Triaxle Rental 
Dump Trailer Rental 

Septic Systems Installed • Site Work

Cody, Cody, & McCarthy, LLC

Providing Planning Solutions to Protect 
Your Family and Assets

www.cody-cody.com • 617-472-5151
LAKEVILLE • QUINCY • NEWTON

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEYS

WE SPECIALIZE IN YOUR AUTO NEEDS
• MINOR TO MAJOR REPAIRS
• TOWING • ASE CERTIFIED

• MASS CERTIFIED EMISSION REPAIR FACILITY

JOEL AMARAL
24 COUNTY RD., EAST FREETOWN

774-849-4860

Will’s Garage
Foreign – Domestic

• Brake Service • Exhaust
• Electronic Engine Control

3230 Acushnet Ave., New Bedford, MA

508-995-2258

Mass Inspection
#5043

Beaver Tree Works
We keep your property safe & looking good

SAFETY • QUALITY • PRICE
Tree Removal • Trimming • Clearing

Stump Grinding • Mulch
Certified Arborist/Parishioner

508-763-5008
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

Satisfaction Guaranteed
www.BeaverTreeWorks.com

McGraw
PLUMBING & HEATING

Steve McGraw
Mass. Reg. 8904

32 Stuart Rd., Rochester, MA
508-789-9231

  KOCZERA OIL
HOME HEATING OIL

                    763-9504
Michael Koczera
4 Robinson Road

Rochester

DISCO
UNT Gurney’s Saw Mill, Inc.

Established 1870
Family owned and operated
Paul, Sharlene, Jon, Jennifer

508-763-2502
GurneysJennifer@gmail.com
www.GurneysSawmill.com

8 Gurney Rd., P.O. Box 447
East Freetown

Dahlborg-MacNeviN
FuNeral hoMes, iNc.

508-946-9655
280 Bedford St.

Lakeville, MA 02347

www.d-mfh.com

36 South Main Street
Assonet

508-644-5200
WoodsideDental.com

JOHN’S AUTO BODY  
& TOWING

COLLISION SPECIALIST
508-763-4004

26 GURNEY ROAD
EAST FREETOWN, MA  02717

24 HOUR 
TOWING 
John Laronda, Jr. 

Proprietor

 DRIVEWAYS,
 LANEWAYS,
 PARKING LOTS,
 GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

 (508) 996-0735

 FAMILY RUN SINCE 1986

Artie Leonard 
PRESIDENT & DIRECTOR OF SALES

508-441-0921
www.reliablesolarsolutions.com

www.artiethesolarguy.com

Mention this ad for a $500 Discount
1 CHACE ROAD #15, EAST FREETOWN, MA 02717

Tina McDonald BSN, RN, CWCN, CFCN

Mobile Foot and 
Nail Care

• Certified Foot Care Nurse
• Sanitary & Convenient
•  Beneficial to Homebound, 

Disabled & Diabetics
401-835-0497401-835-0497

www.RIFootNurse.com    Tina@RIFootNurse.com

Private Pay 
Only

Contact Dan Linnell to place an ad today! 
dlinnell@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6362

Mulch • Loam • Gravel • Sand • Fill 
Crushed Stone • Fieldstone • Stonedust

Delivery Available
33 Middleboro Road • East Freetown, MA 02717

774-849-5886


