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  St. John Neumann Church  

     157 Middleboro Road / P.O. Box 718  East Freetown, MA  

www.sjnfreetown.org    

  508-763-2240  

    Rev. Gregory A. Mathias, Pastor 

����������������������������������������������������������������������������     ����pastor@sjnfreetown.org�

Regular Assistance rendered by�

Rev. Richard Furlong�

�

Deacon Bruce Bonneau, Permanent Deacon�

       WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE���������������������������������  

8:00,  10:00A.M.���

   Saturday Vigil:  4:00 P.M.�

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE�

   Monday � Thursday:  7:30 A.M.  �

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�

 Saturday: 3:00 � 3:45 P.M. �

Welcome to St. John Neumann Parish. �

Thank You for joining us in worship today.     

We hope you will join us on the spiritual journey, 

in ministry to all  God’s people. Please contact 

the parish office for information on how to     

register as a member of our parish.�

       PARISH OFFICE / RECTORY    508�763�2240���������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������contact@sjnfreetown.org�������       �����������������������������������������������������������

����������������������Monday � Friday: 8:30 A.M. � 4:30 P.M. �

�����������������������������������������������          ����������������������(Closed holidays)�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  ��              

������������������������������������������Diane Whelan������������������������������������ Business Administrator���������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��     OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION    508�763�8122������������������������������

���������������������������������������        sjnreled@sjnfreetown.org������   ���  �

��������������������������������������������������������Michelle D’Ordine�����������������Director��������

            YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE 508�763�4735�

�������                �sjnconfirmation@sjnfreetown.org�

��������������������������������Lisa Johnson ��         Confirmation/Youth Ministry�

                              �

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� MUSIC MINISTRY�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������             Charles Dillingham���������������������������Director�

        �����������������������������������������������      ��� sjnmusic@sjnfreetown.org �

 �

������������������������������������������ MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES   �

���������������������� ���� ����      Raymond Bedard���/Raymond Galuska������������������������        �������� ����      �



�

If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please visit 

www.sjnfreetown.org and click on “Donate Online”.  

Any questions about WeShare, please contact the  parish 

office at 508�763�2240. �

���������������������������������������������������������������    ��

��������    ��   Fourth Sunday of Lent�

              �

������������������ ��������������March 14, 2021�

 �

�

Saturday, March 13: Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent�

 4:00PM � People of the Parish�

�

Sunday, March 14: Fourth Sunday of Lent�

   8:00AM � Dennis Medeiros & Leo Bourgeois�

  10:00AM �  John & Theresa Rita�

�

Monday, March 15: Lenten Weekday�

7:30AM � Amy Bonville�

�

Tuesday, March 16: Lenten Weekday�

7:30 AM � June Harriman�

�

Wednesday, March 17: Lenten Weekday�

7:30 AM � Anna Maria Nowicki�

�

Thursday, March 18: Lenten Weekday�

7:30 AM � Amy Bonville�

�

Saturday, March 20: Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent�

 4:00PM � People of the Parish�

�

Sunday, March 21: Fifth Sunday of Lent�

   8:00AM � Todd Olejarz�

  10:00AM �  Antonio, Virginia, Octavio & Bobby 

Coelho�

        Lent 2021�

Monday�

Holy Hour �

                6:00 � 7:00 PM�

Confession will be available during Holy Hour�

�� �

Friday�

    �    Stations of the Cross                 �������������������������������������������

�6:30PM�

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Saturday�

Confessions �

3:00 PM� 3:45 PM�

Council on Aging Freetown is looking for our help to 

supply seniors in our area with some necessities.         

If you are able and willing, there will be a  box in the 

narthex next weekend and the weekend of March 20th 

& 21st.  They are looking for the following items:  

hand cream/lotion, deodorant, dish detergent, laundry 

detergent, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, canned 

vegetables, peanut butter and coffee.�

As always, thank you for your generosity.�

CLM’s monthly selection for March from 

Fr. Tad’s Bioethics archives:�

Transgenderism and our faith �      

“Nobody Gets Hurt?”�

Available on the CLM table in the Narthex�

�

Also available on the table is a list of companies that 

support Planned Parenthood for those of you who are 

interested.�

Just a reminder that masks must be worn in all 

public places which includes the church.  Please 

wear your mask while attending mass.�

�

Virtual Palm Sunday Taizé service 

Sunday, March 28, 2021    7 p.m. 

Unless a grain of what shall die . . . 

Please join us to enter into the                        

mysteries of Holy Week 

Virtual live-streamed. Go to: 

http://www.facebook.com/

StJohnNeumannCatholicChurch 

Easter Flowers�

There will be a table with envelopes for 

anyone interested in donating flowers in 

memory of a loved one for Easter.�



�

From the Pastor’s Desk….. 

Will They Return?�

�

The pandemic has changed our congregation.  There 

are many familiar faces missing since last March while, 

at the same time, there are many new faces.  I am    

happy that we have attracted people from the            

surrounding areas who have sought a new “spiritual 

home” because of parish closings and consolidations 

or, perhaps, because of relocation. But, at the same 

time, I wonder about the absence of families with    

children:  Our 9:30 Mass used to be well�populated 

with young children who would come forward, en 

masse, for  blessing at the end of the liturgy.  Is it still  

a matter of dread fear of Coronavirus infection?  Has 

church really been shown to be a particularly dangerous 

place in the pandemic?�

�

Of course, since last March, all Catholics are under      

a dispensation from obligation to attend Mass due to 

Covid.  But, to my mind, this hardly has any meaning.  

Obligation isn’t really a category in the minds of most 

modern, practicing Catholics:  They come because, in 

the words of the Mass, “it is right and just.”   That 

wording is a little odd to our ears but, if we parse the 

terms it just means that it is the right thing to do and 

the way to be in a right and proper relationship with 

God.   �

�

This phrase must be understood in a communal sense 

rather than an individual one:  God created “a people” 

not just a collection of individuals.   An individualistic, 

purely personalized faith is not the Biblical faith.     

This is the “I’m spiritual but not religious” sort of   

phenomenon we see in our world today.  It is also    

captured in the phrase “I don’t believe in organized 

religion.”    �

�

As a pastor, I am concerned that the seductive power of 

secularism will change people’s minds about observing 

the Lord’s Day by attending Mass.  Among these forces 

there is the culture of the “work week” where, in the 

name of efficiency, more work is heaped upon less 

workers and, therefore, free time is reduced and       

precious.   Perhaps folks are discovering “I could make 

more practical use of that Sunday morning time!  There 

is yard work to do along with home improvements.  

And why not indulge in some relaxation?”�

�

This is all very understandable.  We have created a very 

problematic work culture along with one which        

requires kids to be shuttled here there and everywhere 

for a multitude of extracurricular activities.   Something 

has to give.  Something has to be trimmed from the 

weekly calendar so that there is some breathing room.   

And, perhaps in the thinking of some/many, it is 

church.  After all, “I can pray by myself!  I can pray 

with my family members!”�

�

From the perspective I bring to bear in this reflection, It 

must be said that such a decision is to remove what is 

most essential from the calendar rather than something 

optional or superfluous.  The Church is not a manmade 

reality:  Properly understood, it is the very continuation 

of Christ Jesus in the midst of his people.  For, as he 

says:�

�

 “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there 

am I?”  (Mt. 18:20)  �

�

And, elsewhere, it is said. . .  �

 “For I received from the Lord what I also handed   

on to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was 

handed over, took bread, and after he had given 

thanks, broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me’  In the same way 

also the cup, after supper, saying ‘This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of me.’  For as often as you eat 

this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the death 

of the Lord until he comes.”  (1 Cor. 23:26)�

�

And, again . . .�

“We should not stay away from our assembly, as is 

the custom of some, but encourage one another, and 

this all the more as you see the day drawing 

near.” (Hebrews 10:25)�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Concerns about infection are valid and quite serious.  

But be wary of the spirit of this age using the situation 

to undermine commitment to the things of the Lord.  

Our worship is the perfect sacrifice of Christ on the 

Cross, re�presented on the altar under the signs of bread 

and wine and returned to us as His Body, Blood, Soul 

and Divinity which will transform us into his likeness 

as the Firstborn from the Dead.�



�

�

�

�

We welcome the following children into our        

community through the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Julian Thomas Mukypsi Wapenyi 

Isabella Maria Mercier 

Jason Richard Rousseau 

Aylah Mae Thomas 

May they grow in their awareness of the Lord’s    

great love for them and celebrate that love                

in the Lord’s family. 

“Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, 

for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 

Mark 10:14�

At St. John Neumann Parish we all work together to 

protect our children. Please visit the Diocesan Safe   

Environment page for information on how we protect 

the faithful, and the steps involved to minister, work, 

or volunteer in the Diocese.�

h�ps://www.fallriverdiocese.org/office�of�safe�environment/�

Women & Men’s Conference 2021�

This year’s Women & Men’s Conference is going    virtual!  

The annual Lenten Conference sponsored  by the Fall River 

Diocese will be offered online on Saturday, March 20th 

from 1pm to 5pm with a program that will feature popular 

contemporary Christian music singer and composer        

ValLimar Jansen along with  prayer, presentations and a Q 

and A session with    Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V.  It 

will conclude with a 4pm Mass celebrated by Bishop da 

Cunha.  Join Catholics from throughout the Diocese for this         

afternoon of spiritual renewal and enrichment during Lent.  

Visit the diocesan website at fallriverdiocese.org for details 

and a link to register to participate.�

Fall River Diocese Revives                                        

Catholic Guild for the Blind�

The Fall River Diocese project to revive the dormant 

Catholic Guild for the Blind needs your help.  The 

working group for the mission created a Needs Survey 

and has circulated it via email to the churches and   

parishes in the Diocese.  The survey can be found at 

https://cssdioc.org , the Catholic Social Services web 

site, in a banner near the top.  Any parishioner with 

blindness or vision loss is encouraged to fill it out to 

help guide the group as it develops services and       

programs.�

Days of Silence with the Masters, 2021�

At the camphouse and on the parish                    

lakefront property�

The Days of Silence are quiet retreat days spent ex-

ploring the insights of one of our saints or spiritual 

masters.  The day begins with an introduction to the 

master, and an opening prayer.  Then retreatants are 

free to wander the property to visit twelve different 

stations with the writings or insights of the particular 

saint.  Everyone brings a bag lunch (beverages and 

breakfast breads are provided).  At 1 p.m. everyone 

gathers together to pray mid�day prayer and to discuss 

what one has learned from the master and then return 

to silence and reflection for the remainder of the day, 

gathering at 3:30 p.m. for a closing prayer.  Confes-

sions are available as is use of the chapel.  Retreatants 

take home a booklet with all the stations and prayers 

used for the day.  Registration required a few 

weeks before each retreat. �

�

All Saturdays, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.�

May 1

st

      St. Teresa of Avila                                    

July 24

th

     St. Joseph                              �

October 2

nd

 St. Hildegaard of Bingen�

�

2021 is the Year of St. Joseph!�



�



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John Neumann, East Freetown MA 04-0843

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL • SOLAR
BURGLAR & FIRE ALARMS

FRANK 508-995-6469
Master License #A9629

P.O. Box 50117 • New Bedford

Domestic & Foreign 
Used Auto Parts Since 1935

“Our Goal is to Provide Quality Products at 
Competitive Prices with Honesty & Integrity.”

1260 Shawmut Ave. 508.994.1801
New Bedford, MA 800.640.7548
GoyetteAutoParts.com 508.993.0650

359 Summer Street
New Bedford, MA

www.dhfo.org

508-996-6751

Derrick  
Demers 
REALTOR®

FREE MARKET 
ANALYSIS - 

Call 508-989-5236
ddemers@jackconway.com 

Parishioner

ROCKROCK
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

Celebrating Lives With Dignity
508-995-5772

1285 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford
www.rock-funeralhome.com

falamos portugues

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS/Service Corp. Int’l 
206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720

(508) 676-2454

  Let the Hearing 
 Doctor Come to You!
  In-Home 
 Hearing Services

(508) 887-6283
Dr. Kristy Lamoureux

www.ComfortOfHomeHearing.com

BARRY J. LAWLER, LUTCF
President

508-995-8600 • Toll Free: 888-433-8600
Fax: 508-995-8899

www.lawlerins.com
4 Welby Road, New Bedford, MA

4317 ACUSHNET AVENUE
NEW BEDFORD

508-995-8365
www.tetraultinsurance.com

 Maddigan 
 Tax Service
 Diane A. Maddigan
 Enrolled Agent

 Tel: 508-947-1040
 Fax: 508-923-0925
 Maddtax@comcast.net

129 Spruce St., Middleboro, MA

With All My Heart 
Child Care

Small Business of the Year 2015
Doreen Fouquette 
774-417-6983

wamh@comcast.net
www.withallmyheartchildcare.com
41 Chipaway Road, East Freetown

S.M. SHEPLEY

99 CUSHMAN RD. • P.O. BOX 3 • ROCHESTER, MA 02770

Steve Sr.
508-789-5194

Steve Jr.
508-728-1899

INC.
Fill • Gravel • Loam • Mulch • Salt  • Sand 

Low Bed Moves • Triaxle Rental 
Dump Trailer Rental 

Septic Systems Installed • Site Work

Cody, Cody, & McCarthy, LLC

Providing Planning Solutions to Protect 
Your Family and Assets

www.cody-cody.com • 617-472-5151
LAKEVILLE • QUINCY • NEWTON

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEYS

WE SPECIALIZE IN YOUR AUTO NEEDS
• MINOR TO MAJOR REPAIRS
• TOWING • ASE CERTIFIED

• MASS CERTIFIED EMISSION REPAIR FACILITY

JOEL AMARAL
24 COUNTY RD., EAST FREETOWN

774-849-4860

Beaver Tree Works
We keep your property safe & looking good

SAFETY • QUALITY • PRICE
Tree Removal • Trimming • Clearing

Stump Grinding • Mulch
Certified Arborist/Parishioner

508-763-5008
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

Satisfaction Guaranteed
www.BeaverTreeWorks.com

McGraw
PLUMBING & HEATING

Steve McGraw
Mass. Reg. 8904

32 Stuart Rd., Rochester, MA
508-789-9231

  KOCZERA OIL
HOME HEATING OIL

                    763-9504
Michael Koczera
4 Robinson Road

Rochester

DISCO
UNT Gurney’s Saw Mill, Inc.

Established 1870
Family owned and operated
Paul, Sharlene, Jon, Jennifer

508-763-2502
GurneysJennifer@gmail.com
www.GurneysSawmill.com

8 Gurney Rd., P.O. Box 447
East Freetown

Dahlborg-MacNeviN
FuNeral hoMes, iNc.

508-946-9655
280 Bedford St.

Lakeville, MA 02347

www.d-mfh.com

36 South Main Street
Assonet

508-644-5200
WoodsideDental.com

JOHN’S AUTO BODY  
& TOWING

COLLISION SPECIALIST
508-763-4004

26 GURNEY ROAD
EAST FREETOWN, MA  02717

24 HOUR 
TOWING 
John Laronda, Jr. 

Proprietor

 DRIVEWAYS,
 LANEWAYS,
 PARKING LOTS,
 GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

 (508) 996-0735

 FAMILY RUN SINCE 1986

Artie Leonard 
PRESIDENT & DIRECTOR OF SALES

508-441-0921
www.reliablesolarsolutions.com

www.artiethesolarguy.com

Mention this ad for a $500 Discount
1 CHACE ROAD #15, EAST FREETOWN, MA 02717

Tina McDonald BSN, RN, CWCN, CFCN

Mobile Foot and 
Nail Care

• Certified Foot Care Nurse
• Sanitary & Convenient
•  Beneficial to Homebound, 

Disabled & Diabetics
401-835-0497401-835-0497

www.RIFootNurse.com    Tina@RIFootNurse.com

Private Pay 
Only

Mulch • Loam • Gravel • Sand • Fill 
Crushed Stone • Fieldstone • Stonedust

Delivery Available
33 Middleboro Road • East Freetown, MA 02717

774-849-5886

Contact Emily Lozada to place an ad today! 
elozada@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x7906


