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  St. John Neumann Church  

     157 Middleboro Road / P.O. Box 718  East Freetown, MA  

www.sjnfreetown.org    

  508-763-2240  

    Rev. Gregory A. Mathias, Pastor 

����������������������������������������������������������������������������     ����pastor@sjnfreetown.org�

Regular Assistance rendered by�

Rev. Richard Furlong�

�

Deacon Bruce Bonneau, Permanent Deacon�

       WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE���������������������������������  

8:00,  10:00A.M.���

   Saturday Vigil:  4:00 P.M.�

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE�

   Monday � Thursday:  7:30 A.M.  �

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�

 Saturday: 3:00 � 3:45 P.M. �

Welcome to St. John Neumann Parish. �

Thank You for joining us in worship today.     

We hope you will join us on the spiritual journey, 

in ministry to all  God’s people. Please contact 

the parish office for information on how to     

register as a member of our parish.�

       PARISH OFFICE / RECTORY    508�763�2240���������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������contact@sjnfreetown.org�������       �����������������������������������������������������������

����������������������Monday � Friday: 8:30 A.M. � 4:30 P.M. �

�����������������������������������������������          ����������������������(Closed holidays)�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  ��              

������������������������������������������Diane Whelan������������������������������������ Business Administrator���������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��     OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION    508�763�8122������������������������������

���������������������������������������        sjnreled@sjnfreetown.org������   ���  �

��������������������������������������������������������Michelle D’Ordine�����������������Director��������

            YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE 508�763�4735�

�������                �sjnconfirmation@sjnfreetown.org�

��������������������������������Lisa Johnson ��         Confirmation/Youth Ministry�

                              �

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� MUSIC MINISTRY�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������             Charles Dillingham���������������������������Director�

        �����������������������������������������������      ��� sjnmusic@sjnfreetown.org �

 �

������������������������������������������ MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES   �

���������������������� ���� ����      Raymond Bedard���/Raymond Galuska������������������������        �������� ����      �
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      St. John Neumann Catholic Parish�

If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please visit 

www.sjnfreetown.org and click on “Donate Online”.  

Any questions about WeShare, please contact the  parish 

office at 508�763�2240. �

�������������������������������������������������������������    ��

��������      Third Sunday of Easter�

�

          ��    �

������������������ ��������������������������April 18, 2021�

 �

�

 Saturday, April 17:  Third Sunday of Easter �

 4:00PM � Hugh McGowan�

�

Sunday, April 18:  Third Sunday of Easter�

  8:00AM � Thomas Anthony Puorro�

  10:00AM � Richard & Alice Gurney�

�

Monday, April 19: Easter Weekday�

7:30AM � Janet Miller�

�

Tuesday, April 20: Easter Weekday�

7:30 AM � Amy Bonville�

�

Wednesday, April 21: Easter Weekday�

7:30 AM � Anita Howland�

�

Thursday, April 22: Easter Weekday�

7:30 AM � Richard Champagne�

�

 Saturday, April 24:  Fourth Sunday of Easter �

 4:00PM � Joseph Saraiva�40th Ann�

�

Sunday, April 25:  Fourth Sunday of Easter�

  8:00AM � Jennifer Gagnier�

  10:00AM � Jose & Bobby Coelho�

�

�

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION�

Mary, Mother of All Nations Chapel  is now open on �

   Weekdays from 8:00 am to 7:00pm for private prayer�

�

Eucharistic Adoration is available on Mondays & 

Thursdays from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm.                            

(excluding holidays) �

�

Holy Hour every  Monday evening from 6pm�7 pm.�

“Time to Gather, Time to Heal, Time to Love” is the 

theme of the 2021 Catholic Appeal.  Feed the  Hungry. 

Shelter the Homeless. Visit the Sick. Comfort the       

Sorrowful. You can practice the corporal and spiritual 

works of mercy, and help our brothers and sisters in need, 

through your generous support of the 80th Annual     

Catholic Appeal.  The Appeal offers much�needed      

support to tens of thousands throughout our Diocese: 

from Mansfield, Easton and the Attleboro’s, through the 

Taunton, Fall River and New Bedford  areas, and extend-

ing all the way to Cape Cod and the islands.  Where there 

is great need, our parish community can offer great hope.  

Please consider  making your gift to the Catholic Appeal 

online by visiting www.givefrdiocese.org/2021�

You are invited to our next one�day �

Silent Retreat with the Masters�

with St Teresa of Avila�

Saturday, May 1

st

  �  9:30 am. to 3:30 p.m.                         

    at the Camphouse and on church property�

Bring a bag lunch; beverages and pastries                

will be provided.�

For more information or to RSVP, contact Karen 

Howard at klhoward@aol.com or 508�947�0193.�

St. John Neumann Parish�

Christine Coons Scholarship �

Applications along with the scholarship 

criteria are available in the Narthex.  

Deadline for applying for the scholarship is May 17, 

2021.�

Any questions, please contact the parish office at  508�

763�2240 or email at contact@sjnfreetown.org�

Resident Service Assistant�16 hours per week�

Cardinal Medeiros Residence is looking to hire a    

service assistant which duties include laundry, house-

keeping, food service and attending to the resident’s 

needs.  For more information, call Lisa Breton at 508�

675�1050�

Interested in saving a life?�

�

Join us for a free virtual opportunity to learn hands�

only CPR, a crucial way to save a life of a loved one!�

�

Classes will be held via Zoom with live instruction 

from students from the University of Massachusetts 

Medical School. Sign�ups are on a first come           

first serve basis, capacity of 20 per class, additional 

material will be mailed to participants after completing 

the course.�

�

Wednesday April 28

th

�at 8pm�

Saturday May 1

st

�9 am�

�

If you have questions or are interested please 

email�Victoria.johnson@umassmed.edu�or call at 774�

271�0556.�
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From the Pastor’s Desk….. 

Culture Wars�

The morning newspaper had an article about a         

Massachusetts town wherein there is a battle brewing 

around the proposal to change the “mascot” of the High 

School to something which won’t offend.  As is true of 

many High Schools, including my own hometown,    

Native American symbols and imagery are used to   

express school pride and/or prowess in athletics.   As it 

turns out, the school in question used the image and 

name of the native “Warrior.”  This was exactly the 

same at my own High School growing up, and we 

thought nothing of it.  Or, if we did think something of 

it, it was sort of cool or noble or powerful.�

�

Now, in perhaps a more enlightened age, we are aware 

that there is a whole, tragic history of the native peoples 

who were here well before any of our European      

forebears stepped onto the shores.  And to the            

descendants of these people, the coopting of symbols, 

images and words along with the caricatures of these 

things are, apparently, deeply offensive.  And this     

remains true even if no offense was intended.  It was, 

likely, more a matter of cultural insensitivity borne of 

historical ignorance.   If and earlier generation grew up 

on “Cowboy and Indian” movies, they may have taken 

in the so�called “myth of the noble savage.”  It seems 

that this myth became a sort of gloss over the historical 

reality that the native peoples were horribly treated and 

their populations decimated by westward expansion.�

�

So, clearly, there was terrible injustice in our national 

history which ought to be taken into account.  I, for 

one, understand why it offends.  And, if it offends, it 

doesn’t seem much of a sacrifice to change a name or 

an image of a High School mascot.   But, in the article 

cited above, there is a very divisive battle going on   

between those in favor of keeping the “Warrior” image 

and those opposed.   Those in favor see all of this as 

just another instance of political correctness and 

“wokeism.”  Those opposed to keeping the native      

imagery and names see it as a matter of being            

enlightened to an injustice and doing something to     

address the matter.�

�

Such conflict bears some reflection as to what a truly 

Christian response ought to be.  I have already          

expressed some sympathy for the cause to change the 

symbols to something which won’t offend those of    

Native American Heritage.  But the concerns of those 

on the other side of the matter are not without some 

merit.  Sometimes, (often?), grievances get weaponized 

into a shaming, silencing, blaming tactic:  This is where 

“awakening” to an understanding of historical injustice 

morphs into, what some people refer to as “cancel    

culture.”  �

�

Once, at a conference, a presenter representing African 

American Catholics of the Chicago Archdiocese, gave a 

very compelling talk on the experience of “black”    

person in America, watching the evening news about a 

terrible crime that has been committed and hoping and 

praying that it will not be another young black man in 

hand�cuffs.  In other words, that evening�news image, 

seen over and over again, becomes the caricature of      

a whole group of people.   Later in the evening,             

I approached the man and expressed my own struggle:  

As a white man, I felt blamed for this social problem 

and I felt that the message to someone like me was 

“You are the problem.  You have no part in the          

solution.  Just shut up.”   His response to me was 

thoughtful.  He said, “This is why I tell people, racism 

doesn’t just hurt black people, it harms everyone.” �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

The problem in these struggles is the appeal to power.  

They become battles of the oppressed against the      

oppressor class.  And, when everything gets put in 

these terms, injustice is liable to be met with injustice; 

the worst motivations are ascribed to those who chose 

the mascot for the High School sixty years ago:  They 

have no say.  They are just to be denounced.  �

�

As Christians, I think that we do want to recognize the 

history of injustices in our nation and in the Church.  

We do want to redress the wrongs and be promoters     

of healing and reconciliation.  Hopefully we can        

cultivate the compassion to see through misguided    

political movements to see the injustices themselves.           

When people shout past each other, nothing gets        

accomplished.�



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John Neumann, East Freetown MA 04-0843

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL • SOLAR
BURGLAR & FIRE ALARMS

FRANK 508-995-6469
Master License #A9629

P.O. Box 50117 • New Bedford

Domestic & Foreign 
Used Auto Parts Since 1935

“Our Goal is to Provide Quality Products at 
Competitive Prices with Honesty & Integrity.”

1260 Shawmut Ave. 508.994.1801
New Bedford, MA 800.640.7548
GoyetteAutoParts.com 508.993.0650

359 Summer Street
New Bedford, MA

www.dhfo.org

508-996-6751

Derrick  
Demers 
REALTOR®

FREE MARKET 
ANALYSIS - 

Call 508-989-5236
ddemers@jackconway.com 

Parishioner

ROCKROCK
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

Celebrating Lives With Dignity
508-995-5772

1285 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford
www.rock-funeralhome.com

falamos portugues

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS/Service Corp. Int’l 
206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720

(508) 676-2454

  Let the Hearing 
 Doctor Come to You!
  In-Home 
 Hearing Services

(508) 887-6283
Dr. Kristy Lamoureux

www.ComfortOfHomeHearing.com

BARRY J. LAWLER, LUTCF
President

508-995-8600 • Toll Free: 888-433-8600
Fax: 508-995-8899

www.lawlerins.com
4 Welby Road, New Bedford, MA

4317 ACUSHNET AVENUE
NEW BEDFORD

508-995-8365
www.tetraultinsurance.com

 Maddigan 
 Tax Service
 Diane A. Maddigan
 Enrolled Agent

 Tel: 508-947-1040
 Fax: 508-923-0925
 Maddtax@comcast.net

129 Spruce St., Middleboro, MA

With All My Heart 
Child Care

Small Business of the Year 2015
Doreen Fouquette 
774-417-6983

wamh@comcast.net
www.withallmyheartchildcare.com
41 Chipaway Road, East Freetown

S.M. SHEPLEY

99 CUSHMAN RD. • P.O. BOX 3 • ROCHESTER, MA 02770

Steve Sr.
508-789-5194

Steve Jr.
508-728-1899

INC.
Fill • Gravel • Loam • Mulch • Salt  • Sand 

Low Bed Moves • Triaxle Rental 
Dump Trailer Rental 

Septic Systems Installed • Site Work

Cody, Cody, & McCarthy, LLC

Providing Planning Solutions to Protect 
Your Family and Assets

www.cody-cody.com • 617-472-5151
LAKEVILLE • QUINCY • NEWTON

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEYS

WE SPECIALIZE IN YOUR AUTO NEEDS
• MINOR TO MAJOR REPAIRS
• TOWING • ASE CERTIFIED

• MASS CERTIFIED EMISSION REPAIR FACILITY

JOEL AMARAL
24 COUNTY RD., EAST FREETOWN

774-849-4860

Beaver Tree Works
We keep your property safe & looking good

SAFETY • QUALITY • PRICE
Tree Removal • Trimming • Clearing

Stump Grinding • Mulch
Certified Arborist/Parishioner

508-763-5008
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

Satisfaction Guaranteed
www.BeaverTreeWorks.com

McGraw
PLUMBING & HEATING

Steve McGraw
Mass. Reg. 8904

32 Stuart Rd., Rochester, MA
508-789-9231

  KOCZERA OIL
HOME HEATING OIL

                    763-9504
Michael Koczera
4 Robinson Road

Rochester

DISCO
UNT

36 South Main Street
Assonet

508-644-5200
WoodsideDental.com

 DRIVEWAYS,
 LANEWAYS,
 PARKING LOTS,
 GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

 (508) 996-0735

 FAMILY RUN SINCE 1986

Artie Leonard 
PRESIDENT & DIRECTOR OF SALES

508-441-0921
www.reliablesolarsolutions.com

www.artiethesolarguy.com

Mention this ad for a $500 Discount
1 CHACE ROAD #15, EAST FREETOWN, MA 02717

Tina McDonald BSN, RN, CWCN, CFCN

Mobile Foot and 
Nail Care

• Certified Foot Care Nurse
• Sanitary & Convenient
•  Beneficial to Homebound, 

Disabled & Diabetics
401-835-0497401-835-0497

www.RIFootNurse.com    Tina@RIFootNurse.com

Private Pay 
Only

Mulch • Loam • Gravel • Sand • Fill 
Crushed Stone • Fieldstone • Stonedust

Delivery Available
33 Middleboro Road • East Freetown, MA 02717

774-849-5886

Contact Emily Lozada to place an ad 
today! elozada@4LPi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x7906

Safari  
Drain 

Cleaning 
Plus

Cable Lines, Camera Lines
Hydro Jet Lines
774-328-0868

Michael Berard | Dartmouth, MA


