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  St. John Neumann Church  

     157 Middleboro Road / P.O. Box 718  East Freetown, MA  

www.sjnfreetown.org    

  508-763-2240  

    Rev. Gregory A. Mathias, Pastor 

����������������������������������������������������������������������������     ����pastor@sjnfreetown.org�

Regular Assistance rendered by�

Rev. Richard Furlong�

�

Deacon Bruce Bonneau, Permanent Deacon�

       WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE���������������������������������  

8:00,  10:00A.M.���

   Saturday Vigil:  4:00 P.M.�

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE�

   Monday � Thursday:  7:30 A.M.  �

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�

 Saturday: 3:00 � 3:45 P.M. �

Welcome to St. John Neumann Parish. �

Thank You for joining us in worship today.     

We hope you will join us on the spiritual journey, 

in ministry to all  God’s people. Please contact 

the parish office for information on how to     

register as a member of our parish.�

       PARISH OFFICE / RECTORY    508�763�2240���������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������contact@sjnfreetown.org�������       �����������������������������������������������������������

����������������������Monday � Thursday: 8:30 A.M. � 4:30 P.M. �

�����������������������������������������������          ����������������������(Closed holidays)�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  ��              

������������������������������������������Diane Whelan������������������������������������ Business Administrator���������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��     OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION    508�763�8122������������������������������

���������������������������������������        sjnreled@sjnfreetown.org������   ���  �

��������������������������������������������������������Michelle D’Ordine�����������������Director��������

            YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE 508�763�4735�

�������                �sjnconfirmation@sjnfreetown.org�

��������������������������������Lisa Johnson ��         Confirmation/Youth Ministry�

                              �

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� MUSIC MINISTRY�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������             Charles Dillingham���������������������������Director�

        �����������������������������������������������      ��� sjnmusic@sjnfreetown.org �

 �

������������������������������������������ MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES   �

���������������������� ���� ����      Raymond Bedard���/Raymond Galuska������������������������        �������� ����      �
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Prayers for the Repose of the Souls�

 Your prayers are requested for the           

repose of the Soul of Austin Lopes�

�������������������������������������������������������������    ��

��������      Seventh Sunday of Easter�

�

          ��    �

������������������ ��������������������������    May 16, 2021�

 �

�

 Saturday, May 15:  Vigil: Seventh Sunday of Easter �

 4:00PM � People of the Parish�

�

Sunday, May 16:  Seventh Sunday of Easter �

  8:00AM � Janet Miller�

  10:00AM � Gilbert Arcouette & Mabel Grogan�

�

Monday, May 17: Easter Weekday�

7:30AM � Roland Farland Jr.�

�

Tuesday, May 18: Easter Weekday�

7:30 AM � Doris & Ron Jr. Boivin�

�

Wednesday, May 19: Easter Weekday�

7:30 AM � Amy Bonville�

�

Thursday, May 20: Easter Weekday�

7:30 AM � Richard Champagne�

�

 Saturday, May 22:  Vigil: Pentecost Sunday �

 4:00PM � People of the Parish�

�

Sunday, May 23:  Pentecost Sunday�

  8:00AM � Magnett & Ramos Families and�

 Robert Silvia�

  �

10:00AM � Apolonia, Manuel, Norbina Costa and   

Manuel Domingos�

�

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION�

Mary, Mother of All Nations Chapel  is now open on �

   Weekdays from 8:00 am to 7:00pm for private prayer�

�

Eucharistic Adoration is available on Mondays & 

Thursdays from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm.                            

(excluding holidays) �

“Time to Gather, Time to Heal, Time to Love”    

Catholic  Appeal�

May 1st began the 2021 Catholic Annual Appeal for 

the Diocese of Fall River.  We encourage you to mail 

in your pledge and to support the Appeal as generously 

as you can.  If at all possible, we’d like you to consider 

pledging throughout the year.  �

Programs supported by the Appeal help people in all 

phases of life�from children, to youth, to parents,     

to the elderly. Numerous agencies, programs and    

ministries provide food and shelter, educate children 

and adults and meet the physical, emotional and spir-

itual needs of thousands.  Your support of the Catholic      

Appeal helps us to meet these  responsibilities.�

CATHOLIC APPEAL TO DATE: $11,380.00�

LAST YEAR’S TOTAL: $59,755.00�

POPE URGES GLOBAL MONTHLONG PRAYER         

MARATHON TO END PANDEMIC�

�

Pope Francis has invited Catholics worldwide to take 

part in a marathon of prayer during the month of May 

for an end to the Covid�19 pandemic. This global  prayer 

ini a ve calls for a daily recita on of the      Rosary in 

this month dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Each 

day in May at 12 noon EDT on Va can online media 

pla'orms, there will be a livestream broadcast from a 

different Marian shrine around the world to lead the 

Rosary prayer. Bishop da Cunha is encouraging the faith-

ful of the Fall River Diocese to take part, joining their 

prayers to this cri cal cause. People can join the Va can 

online pla'orm at noon, they can pray on their own at a 

convenient  me, they can gather as family or as a group 

at home to pray.  �

�

h�ps://www.catholicnews.com/pope�calls�for�

monthlong�global�prayer�marathon�for�end�of�

pandemic/�

Forward Together � Virtual Series�

�

Many Catholics may be asking: will people come back 

to parishes?  To aid in answering this question, the    

Diocese of Fall River’s Office of Faith Formation has 

developed a Spring series for parishes in the areas of 

family, youth, and adult evangelization. �

�

We invite you to join for FREE. To register and      

access other resources, visit bit.ly/evangelize21��

Pentecost Sunday Taizé service  

(in person - no livestream) 

 

Sunday, May 23, 2021    7 p.m. 

Come Holy Spirit !!  Unleash Your Powers !! 

Please join us in person, registration is required 

so please visit our website and register for Taize’ 

www.sjnfreetown.org 

Thank you to everyone who purchased roses  last    

weekend benefiting Birthright and Moms in Need�

Circle of Life Ministry�



�

From the Pastor’s Desk….. 

From Bread and Wine to True Presence�

�

Recently I’ve taken to reading the works of an English 

Dominican, Herbert McCabe.  Being that he is in the 

Dominican Order, he writes from the perspective of the 

great “Doctor of the Church,” St. Thomas Aquinas.    

St. Thomas applies categories of human reason to help 

explain how it could possibly be that ordinary bread 

and wine could be transformed into the Body and 

Blood or Christ.  In what sense can we reasonably    

assert that this is true?    In what follows, I am quoting 

extensively from McCabe from a collection of essays 

entitled God Still Matters:�

�

The caricature of the Doctrine of �

Transubstantiation:  “at the consecration, the bread 

and wine change into a different kind of substance, 

flesh and blood, in fact the flesh and blood of Christ; 

but this is disguised from us by the fact that, to all    

appearances, the bread and the wine are unchanged.  

This is so that we can eat the flesh and drink the blood 

of Christ without being disgusted by the cannibalism 

involved.”�

�

The change is of a completely different kind from the 

change of bread and wine into another kind of stuff.�

�

Appearances vs Signs:�

If we are to understand what the notion of transubstan-

tiation is saying, or trying to say, we need to reflect on 

the difference between the way appearances tell          

us something and the way in which signs tell us      

something.  �

�

 . . . Appearance. . . simply shows you a thing, and 

signs are part of telling you something about it . . . 

(characteristics) of bread and wine cease to be the   

appearances of bread and wine, but this is not because 

they become misleading appearances of something 

else.  They cease to function as appearances at all, they 

have become signs, sacramental signs through which 

what is signified is made real.  Before the consecration 

the appearances were there because the bread was 

there; they were just the appearances of bread.  After 

the consecration it is the other way round; the Body of 

Christ is sacramentally there because what were the 

appearances of bread (and are now sacramental signs), 

are there . . . The important consequence of this is that 

these signs are not the appearances of Christ’s body: 

they are no longer the appearances of anything.  The 

color and shape of the host is not the color and shape 

of Christ’s body; the location of the host, its being on 

the altar, does not mean that Christ’s body is located 

on the altar. . .When we do things to the host, such as 

eating it, we are not doing anything to Christ’s body.  

What we are doing is completing the significance of the 

signs. �

�

For bread and wine are meant to be eaten and drunk, 

to be our food; and food, eating and drinking together 

is. . . a sign expressing friendship and unity.  This is 

why Jesus chose it to be the sign which would tell us of 

the real sacramental presence of his body given for us 

and his blood poured out for us���� the body of Christ 

which is more deeply our food that ‘bread and wine’, 

than is the ordinary bread and wine with which we   

began.�

�

Creation out of nothing:�

The bread does not turn into the body by acquiring a 

new form in its matter; the whole existence of the bread 

becomes the existence of the living body of Christ . . . It 

is not that the bread has become a new kind of thing in 

this world: it now belongs to a new world.  As far as 

this world is concerned, nothing seems to have        

happened, but in fact what we have is not part of this 

world.  It is the Kingdom impinging on our history and 

showing itself not by appearing in the world but by 

signs speaking to it . . . it belongs to what is beyond our 

universe, beyond space and history . . . Transubstantia-

tion is not a change, just as Creation is not a change.�

�

. . . The glorified body of Christ is not something that 

could be seen within our world as part of our world;  if 

it is to be manifest among us it can only be by signs, by 

sacramental signs.  And this is just what the Eucharist 

is . . . [The characteristics of bread and wine, which we 

can still see after the consecration] belong to a new  

language.  [The elements still look just like plain bread 

and wine but, by faith, we know better.]�

�

My comparison is not intended as an explana-

tion of the Eucharistic miracle.  It is intended merely as 

an attempt to show that it does not involve a sheer    

contradiction.�



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John Neumann, East Freetown MA 04-0843

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL • SOLAR
BURGLAR & FIRE ALARMS

FRANK 508-995-6469
Master License #A9629

P.O. Box 50117 • New Bedford

Domestic & Foreign 
Used Auto Parts Since 1935

“Our Goal is to Provide Quality Products at 
Competitive Prices with Honesty & Integrity.”

1260 Shawmut Ave. 508.994.1801
New Bedford, MA 800.640.7548
GoyetteAutoParts.com 508.993.0650

359 Summer Street
New Bedford, MA

www.dhfo.org

508-996-6751

Derrick  
Demers 
REALTOR®

FREE MARKET 
ANALYSIS - 

Call 508-989-5236
ddemers@jackconway.com 

Parishioner

ROCKROCK
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

Celebrating Lives With Dignity
508-995-5772

1285 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford
www.rock-funeralhome.com

falamos portugues

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS/Service Corp. Int’l 
206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720

(508) 676-2454

  Let the Hearing 
 Doctor Come to You!
  In-Home 
 Hearing Services

(508) 887-6283
Dr. Kristy Lamoureux

www.ComfortOfHomeHearing.com

BARRY J. LAWLER, LUTCF
President

508-995-8600 • Toll Free: 888-433-8600
Fax: 508-995-8899

www.lawlerins.com
4 Welby Road, New Bedford, MA

4317 ACUSHNET AVENUE
NEW BEDFORD

508-995-8365
www.tetraultinsurance.com

 Maddigan 
 Tax Service
 Diane A. Maddigan
 Enrolled Agent

 Tel: 508-947-1040
 Fax: 508-923-0925
 Maddtax@comcast.net

129 Spruce St., Middleboro, MA

With All My Heart 
Child Care

Small Business of the Year 2015
Doreen Fouquette 
774-417-6983

wamh@comcast.net
www.withallmyheartchildcare.com
41 Chipaway Road, East Freetown

S.M. SHEPLEY

99 CUSHMAN RD. • P.O. BOX 3 • ROCHESTER, MA 02770

Steve Sr.
508-789-5194

Steve Jr.
508-728-1899

INC.
Fill • Gravel • Loam • Mulch • Salt  • Sand 

Low Bed Moves • Triaxle Rental 
Dump Trailer Rental 

Septic Systems Installed • Site Work

Cody, Cody, & McCarthy, LLC

Providing Planning Solutions to Protect 
Your Family and Assets

www.cody-cody.com • 617-472-5151
LAKEVILLE • QUINCY • NEWTON

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEYS

WE SPECIALIZE IN YOUR AUTO NEEDS
• MINOR TO MAJOR REPAIRS
• TOWING • ASE CERTIFIED

• MASS CERTIFIED EMISSION REPAIR FACILITY

JOEL AMARAL
24 COUNTY RD., EAST FREETOWN

774-849-4860

Beaver Tree Works
We keep your property safe & looking good

SAFETY • QUALITY • PRICE
Tree Removal • Trimming • Clearing

Stump Grinding • Mulch
Certified Arborist/Parishioner

508-763-5008
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

Satisfaction Guaranteed
www.BeaverTreeWorks.com

McGraw
PLUMBING & HEATING

Steve McGraw
Mass. Reg. 8904

32 Stuart Rd., Rochester, MA
508-789-9231

  KOCZERA OIL
HOME HEATING OIL

                    763-9504
Michael Koczera
4 Robinson Road

Rochester

DISCO
UNT

36 South Main Street
Assonet

508-644-5200
WoodsideDental.com

 DRIVEWAYS,
 LANEWAYS,
 PARKING LOTS,
 GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

 (508) 996-0735

 FAMILY RUN SINCE 1986

Tina McDonald BSN, RN, CWCN, CFCN

Mobile Foot and 
Nail Care

• Certified Foot Care Nurse
• Sanitary & Convenient
•  Beneficial to Homebound, 

Disabled & Diabetics
401-835-0497401-835-0497

www.RIFootNurse.com    Tina@RIFootNurse.com

Private Pay 
Only

Mulch • Loam • Gravel • Sand • Fill 
Crushed Stone • Fieldstone • Stonedust

Delivery Available
33 Middleboro Road • East Freetown, MA 02717

774-849-5886

Contact Emily Lozada to place an ad 
today! elozada@4LPi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x7906

Safari  
Drain 

Cleaning 
Plus

Cable Lines, Camera Lines
Hydro Jet Lines
774-328-0868

Michael Berard | Dartmouth, MA


