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Dear Parish Family,

As we reflect on the past year, the dominant event is without a doubt, the pandemic. It
has and continues to affect each and every one of us in unique and profound ways. For
most of us, it has forever changed our perception of safety, reality, people, and life.

Yet, despite the pandemic, the one constant denominator²and if I may say, the one
thing that can undermine even the emotional and physical strain of the pandemic, is our
Catholic faith.

Christmas is a reminder to us that the coming of Christ into human history and into our
lives, has forever changed the way we view sickness, death, and evil. Evil²in whatever
form it takes, no longer has the last word. Christ does. However intense suffering might
be, we know that it is only but temporary, and Christ through His Mercy, Love, and
Providence has and continues to conquer it all²even the worst of evils.

The message of Christmas, which culminates in the Cross and Resurrection, is that we
find redemption and purpose in our lives by allowing the Lord to enter into our personal
story, experiences, and suffering. As Jesus entered our world on that first Christmas
2,000 years ago, He desires nothing more now than our allowing Him to enter into our
hearts and souls. My prayer for you this Christmas and in the coming year, is that you
will continue to welcome Him into your lives, and in doing so, experience Peace in your
hearts²especially the peace that we have all longed for this past year, and that only He
can give.

If I may, I ask you to please remember me in your prayers, that I might continue to be
an effective and holy pastor to our parish family.

A Blessed Christmas to all, and may God grant us and
our world a prosperous and healthy New Year!

GLORY TO GOD

Love and Prayers,

IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH



Father Allain B. Caparas, Pastor

peace,
GOODWILL TOWARD MEN.

Together with Mary our Mother, our Community welcomes all to receive, live and share the Divine Mercy that comes from Jesus.

Mary, Mother of Mercy Parish
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FIRST READING Is 62:1Ͳ5
For Zion’s sake I will not be silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, unl her vindicaon shines forth like the
dawn and her victory like a burning torch. Naons shall behold your vindicaon, and all the kings your glory; You
shall be called by a new name pronounced by the mouth of the LORD. You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of
the LORD, a royal diadem held by your God. No more shall people call you “Forsaken,” or your land “Desolate,” but
you shall be called “My Delight,” and your land “Espoused.” For the LORD delights in you and makes your land His
spouse. As a young man marries a virgin, your Builder shall marry you; and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so
shall your God rejoice in you.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 89:4Ͳ5, 16Ͳ17, 27, 29
R. (2a) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant: Forever will I conﬁrm your
posterity and establish your throne for all generaons.
R.For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
Blessed the people who know the joyful shout; in the light of Your countenance, O LORD, they walk. At Your name
they rejoice all the day, and through Your jusce they are exalted.
R.For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
He shall say of me, “You are my father, my God, the rock, my savior.” Forever I will maintain my kindness toward
him, and my covenant with him stands ﬁrm.
SECOND READING Acts 13:16Ͳ17, 22Ͳ25
When Paul reached Anoch in Pisidia and entered the synagogue, he stood up, mooned with his hand, and said,
“Fellow Israelites and you others who are GodͲfearing, listen. The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors
and exalted the people during their sojourn in the land of Egypt. With upliBed arm He led them out of it. Then He
removed Saul and raised up David as king; of him he tesﬁed, ‘I have found David, son of Jesse, a man aBer My
own heart; he will carry out my every wish.’ From this man’s descendants God, according to His promise, has
brought to Israel a savior, Jesus. John heralded his coming by proclaiming a bapsm of repentance to all the people
of Israel; and as John was compleng his course, he would say, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he.
Behold, one is coming aBer me; I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals of His feet.’”
GOSPEL Mt 1:18Ͳ25
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they
lived together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous
man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intenon when, behold,
the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will bear a
son and you are to name him Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” All this took place to fulﬁll
what the Lord had said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name
Him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took his wife into his home. He had no relaons with her unl she bore a son, and he named
him Jesus.

Christmas Blessings!
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FIRST READING 1 Is 52:7Ͳ10
How beauful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings glad dings, announcing peace, bearing good
news, announcing salvaon, and saying to Zion, “Your God is King!” Hark! Your sennels raise a cry, together they
shout for joy, for they see directly, before their eyes, the LORD restoring Zion. Break out together in song, O ruins
of Jerusalem! For the LORD comforts His people, He redeems Jerusalem. The LORD has bared His holy arm in the
sight of all the naons; all the ends of the earth will behold the salvaon of our God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 98:1, 2Ͳ3, 3Ͳ4, 5Ͳ6
R. (3c)All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
Sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done wondrous deeds; His right hand has won victory for Him, His holy
arm.
R.All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
The LORD has made His salvaon known: in the sight of the naons He has revealed His jusce. He has
remembered His kindness and His faithfulness toward the house of Israel.
R.All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvaon by our God. Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; break into
song; sing praise.
R.All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
Sing praise to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and melodious song. With trumpets and the sound of the horn
sing joyfully before the King, the LORD.
SECOND READING Heb 1:1Ͳ6
Brothers and sisters: In mes past, God spoke in paral and various ways to our ancestors through the prophets; in
these last days, He has spoken to us through the Son, whom He made heir of all things and through whom He
created the universe, who is the refulgence of His glory, the very imprint of His being, and who sustains all things by
His mighty word. When He had accomplished puriﬁcaon from sins, He took His seat at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, as far superior to the angels as the name He has inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to
which of the angels did God ever say: You are My Son; this day I have begoJen you? Or again: I will be a father to
Him, and He shall be a son to Me? And again, when He leads the ﬁrstborn into the world, He says: Let all the angels
of God worship Him.
GOSPEL Jn 1:1Ͳ18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things came to be through Him, and without Him nothing came to be. What came to be through Him was
life, and this life was the light of the human race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came to be through Him, but the world did not know Him. He came to what was His own, but His own people
did not accept Him. But to those who did accept Him He gave power to become children of God, to those who
believe in His name, who were born not by natural generaon nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision but of
God. And the Word became ﬂesh and made His dwelling among us, and we saw His glory, the glory as of the
Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. 

Glory to God in the Highest, and On Earth Peace to Those on Whom His Favor Rests.


Let us offer to Him
Our lives,
Our hearts,
Our praise…

Mass Schedule and Worship Sites
Saturday: 5:00
Our Lady of Lourdes Church
Sunday: 8:00  Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
9:30  Our Lady Queen of Peace Church
11:00  Our Lady of Lourdes Church
Daily: Mon., Tue., Thur., Fri., & Sat.: 9:00  
Our Lady, Queen of Peace Church
Wed.: 7:00

Our Lady of Lourdes Church

Jesus No Greater Gift.
No Greater Love.




The Sunday Mass is livestreamed on Facebook at 
5:00  on Saturday and posted to 
MaryͲMom.com a"er 6:00  on Saturday.



All Are Welcome!

Our warmest welcome to all joining us for this
celebra on! We are happy that you're here. If you're new
to our parish or returning a5er an absence, know that we
would like to share our lives with you, and invite you to
share your life with us. Join us each week so we can
worship God together!



Sacramental Information
Full informa on about all sacraments and sponsor
requirements can be found on our website,
www.MaryͲmom.com, or by calling the Parish Oﬃce
at 881Ͳ0909.
The Sacrament of Reconciliaon is oﬀered on
Saturdays from 9:30 Ͳ 10:00 '( at Our Lady, Queen
of Peace Church; from 3:15 Ͳ 4:15 /( at Our Lady of
Lourdes Church; and by appointment.
The Sacrament of Anoinng of the Sick is available
when someone is facing surgery or serious illness.
Call the Parish Oﬃce during regular business hours
to arrange. In an emergency, please call the Parish
Oﬃce (881Ͳ0909) to request a priest to visit. [A5er
regular Oﬃce Hours, call 589Ͳ0824.] 
Parishioners who are homebound due to age or
illness, and are unable to a9end Mass, can contact
the Parish Oﬃce to make arrangements to receive
Holy Communion. 
The Rite of Chrisan Iniaon of Adults (RCIA) is a
process for adults interested in becoming Catholic
as well as adults who would like to complete the
sacraments of ini a on (Bap sm, Conﬁrma on,
Eucharist). Contact the Parish Oﬃce for
informa on.






Parish Registration:

New members are asked to register with the Parish.
New parishioners are welcome, and may register in
person at the Parish Oﬃce, or by ﬁlling out a Registra on
Form (available on our website as well as inside the
entrances of our churches) and placing it in any collec on
basket.
Visit our website: www.Mary-mom.com
Find us on Facebook: Mary, Mother of Mercy Parish
Find us on Instagram: marymomparish
Visit our YouTube channel: MaryMom NJ



Parish Office Hours:

Sunday: Closed 

Monday Ͳ Thursday: 10  unl 5 !
Friday: 10  unl 3 !
 Saturday: Closed

As we reflect on our many blessings,
we thank God for you, and that you have
shared the celebration of the Nativity of the
Lord with us. We pray that you continue to
seek His light to lead your way.
May the blessings of Christ be with you and
your family on Christmas and throughout
the coming year.

O Come All Ye Faithful, Joyful and Triumphant! O Come, Let Us Adore Him!

