Saint Mary's Parish

519 Longmeadow Street, Longmeadow, Massachusetts
Sunday, March 28, 2021 Palm Sunday
Reverend Christopher J. Waitekus, Pastor

Please view Mass with Father C.J. on our website!
www.stmarvlong.org

P. Akl S UNDAY 2021 HolyWeekSchedule

March 27 & 28 - Palm Sunday Weekend
Saturday Masses: 4 & 5:30pm
Sunday Masses: 8, 9:30 & 11 am, 5:30 pm

April 1 - Holy Thursday*
7 p.m. — Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper

8-10 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
(No 7a.m. Mass or Communion Service today)
*This Mass will be livestreamed from our Facebook page

April 2 - Good Friday*
Noon —Outdoor Way of the Cross
3 p.m. — Stations of the Cross
(followed by Divine Mercy Novena)

7 p.m. Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
(*No 7a.m. Mass today)

April 3- Holy Saturday*
10 a.m. — Blessing of the food

7:30 p.m. - EASTER VIGIL
(*No Confessions or 4 or 5:30 p.m. Mass today)

April 4 - Easter Sunday
Masses: 8%, 9:30 & 11 a.m.

*This Mass will be recorded and available on our
website later that morning.

P

ImPorRTANT REMINDERS—UPDATE

e NO RSVP’S - We are not taking reservations for Holy Week or Easter Masses. Please arrive
early for a seat. We will be doing a headcount as people enter Church from the side en-
trance. If Church reaches capacity (140 people), you can stay in your car and listen to a
broadcast of the Mass on your radio. Holy Communion will be brought out to your vehicle.

e MASKS & SOCIAL DISTANCING - Everyone is required to wear their masks properly at all
times and maintain social distancing while I, n the Church.

e FOLLOW SIGNS—Please adhere to all pew and Church signage to maintain safe distancing.

e BE KIND TO OUR USHERS - Please be respectful and understanding of our ushers who are
there to assist you and who are trying their best to find seating for all.




ST. MARY’S PARISH

|| Mass Intentions || || Liturgical Ministries ||

8:00 a.m.

Req. by Jim Holzinger

SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 2021*
PALM SUNDAY

Jean Ormsby
Req. by Kevin Ormsby

MARCH 27/28

Pat Foley

SATURDAY, MARCH 27, 2021* APRIL 3/4

4:00 p.m. Domlnlck.Blses.tl 4:00 p.m. Mass Liturgical Schedule for Holy
Req. by His Children Server: Claire Falcone Thursday & Good Friday,

5:30 p.m. Deacon George Keator Readers: Alta Stark, please see bottom of page.

5:30 p.m. Mass
Server: Claire Falcone
Readers: Mark Teed,

7:30 p.m. Mass

Holy Saturday Vigil
Altar Servers: Michael &

:30 a.m. Mr. & Mrs. Edward Shepard - ;
79 Req. by Sadak Family P Tim Golden ﬁge(zlselz./[sc.Laughhn
11:00 a.m. SRhaug Bﬁqd}lfs Coqln—85th Birthday Remem. Marybeth.Bergeron, Barney
eq. by His Family Marshall, Tim McKenna
5:30 p.m. Mary Philbin—2nd Anniv. Remembrance

Req. by Paul & Laurie Philbin
*Blessed Palms distributed at all
Saturday and Sunday Masses

8:00 a.m. Mass

Easter Sunday

Altar Server(s): TBA
Readers: Diane Minalga,
Allan Chalmers
Eucharistic Ministers:
TBA

8:00 a.m. Mass
Server: Bob Nell
Readers: Andrew Kniska,
Barbara Burati

Deacon: Donald Higby

9:30 a.m. Mass —
Altar Server:

9:30 a.m. Mass
Server: Claire Falcone

MONDAY, MARCH 29, 2021 ictori i
7'(3) a.m ’ Igl?acio gZ)Ciccero Readers: }charla & 1;:\/1[1Jah };ﬁf o

' o Req. by Mike & Trina Cardello Mena DeCarvalho, Sac:; B‘;Z:&ste?ry e
7:00p.m. Communion Service Chrissy Reale Eucharistic Ministers:

TUESDAY, MARCH 30, 2021 TBA

7:00 a.m Clementina Dena Rotondo Ricci

95th Birthday Remembrance 11:00 a.m. Mass 11:00 a.m. Mass —

Req. by Her Family Server: Claire Falcone Altar Servers:
7:30-Noon Adoration Readers: David & Joseph Prickett
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 2021 Matthew Patryn Readers: Gerald Martin,
7:00 a.m Milan Hornik—Birthday Remembrance Beverly Coon ’ Jacob Bennett

Req. by Paul & Laurie Philbin Eucharistic Ministers:
9:00 a.m Communion Service TBA

HOLY TRIDUUM & EASTER SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2021—HOLY THURSDAY
EVENING MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

No 7 am Mass or 9gam Communion Service

7:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper

8-10 p.m. Adoration

FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021

FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD

Holy Thursday, 7 p.m. April 1
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Altar Servers: Anthony & Vincent Nguyen, Duke Pho
Readers: Jeff Trace, Gerri Morgan
Eucharistic Ministers: TBA

Good Friday Stations, 3:00 p.m. April 2

No 7am Mass Altar Server(s): TBA

12:00 p.m. Outdoor Way of the Cross =)

3:00 p.m. Traditional Stations of the Cross Good Friday, 7 :00 p.m. April 3
Followed by Divine Mercy Novena Friday of the Passion of the Lord

7:00 p.m. Passion of the Lord Altar Server(s): TBA

SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 2021

HOLY SATURDAY- EASTER VIGIL

No First Saturday, 4 or 5:30 pm Mass today

10:00 a.m. Blessing of Food—Outsidegs

7:30 p.m. Easter Vigil
Parishioners Intentions .

SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 2021—EASTER SUNDAY

RESURRECTION OF THE LORD )

Readers: Vincent McPartland, Sr. Maureen Sheehan
Eucharistic Ministers: TBA

Divine Mercy Novena-
Begins April 2

This year, the Divine Mercy Novena
begins on Friday, April 2nd, For an-

8f00 a.1m. gar;sﬁ;oners %nten?ons yone wishing to do this nine day nove-
9:30 a.m. arisiioners ntention na, brochures will be available this
11:00 a.m. Parishioners Intentions

weekend in the Chapel of Mary
Immaculate.




LIVE THE LITURGY

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

W hat an ironic twist of events! Jesus
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comes down a street one minute

and faces agonizing suffering and
death on a cross the next. Does any of
this make any sense? They shouted,
“hosanna to our King,” out of one side
of their mouths and, “crucify him,”
out of the other. At first glance it
seems like such hypocrisy. Yet, when
we step back there may be more
truth to the story than we care to
admit. We struggle with Jesus, We
hail him in our churches but struggle
to figure out what to do with him on
our streets. We are fine when we hear
pious renderings of his messages

and preaching but wince when it gets
to the part about changing the way
we conduct business and becoming
more sensitive to the disadvantaged,
poor and marginalized. We invoke
God's name when we want victory
and keep silence when it comes to
global solidarity. We talk out of both
sides of our mouths too, looking

only to what works or suits us at

the time and leaving the rest. There
exists in each one of us a person who
hails our King with hosannas and a
person who is all teo willing to choose

Jesus over Barabbas for the cross.
Something to think about this
Holy Week! OLPi

géQAYED, HUMILITY, -
AND CHARITY . ;
TOWARD ALL ARE ..
ESSENTIAL IN THE .
CHRISTIAN LIFE:
THEY ARE THE WAY
ES??

Dear St. Mary Parishioners,

Beginning this Palm Sunday Weekend, we enter
into the most sacred week of the year, as we
mark Holy Week 2021. While things will look a
bit different because of COVID restrictions, we
still walk with Jesus Christ through the beautiful
liturgies of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy
Saturday and Easter Sunday. The prayers, the
smells, the visuals and the awe of this coming
week will once again be held within our parish
church in union with churches throughout the
world.

To our sisters and brothers in other countries
that are “locked down” due to the virus, we offer
our prayers that they will mark Holy Week from
home. To those about to be baptized and receive
Holy Eucharist and Confirmation, we offer them
welcome into the Universal Catholic Church.

A reminder that on Good Friday we will
take up the Annual Good Friday Collection
to support the church in The Holy Land.
We, the clergy and church staff of St. Mary’s,
wish everyone a Blessed and Holy Week as well
as a Joyous Easter. ~Father C.J.

Pray for our Nation and ler our T
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PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY for PEACE & OUR MILITARY

Please email name / rank of loved ones to: parishbulletin@stmarylong.org.
Lt Col Jeffrey Ballou, MSgt Michael Granger, 2Lt John Cresci, Sean McDermott, Sgt Andrew
Menard, PFC Evan Menard, 1Lt Matthew Sanford, PFC Christopher Kantany, Major Stephen Gilles-
pie, Capt James Longe, Czar Roda, Capt. Michael Phillips, Capt. Bernard Marshall, Jr., Capt. Antho-
ny Daniel, 1stLt Joseph Teed, 1stLt Brian Fydenkevez, Airman Thomas Hurley, PO Christopher King,
Pvt Ryan B’Shara, AT3 John Niedzwiecki, Capt. Jacob Skole, Maj Michael McDonough, Sgt Michael
Valentin, Capt. Christine Aye, Capt. Jeanne Kiernan, Capt. André Welch, Capt Josh Auerbach,
Mdmn. Alexander Ehrenberg, Sgt Kyle Sorenson, Spc Kyle McDonald, Capt Stefan Milan, PFC Nicole

Evanko, PFC Mary Towsley, 2Lt Ian Boyd, HM2 Torrence Watkins, PFC Peter Maziarz, Pvt Patrick
Barrett, LCpl Michael Collins, Sgt Torin Scalora-Riley, LTC Bridget Yearwood, MST3 Taylor E. Schulke and Maj. Keith F.
Parent, Capt. Peter J. Lane, MSgt Andrew T. Chiasson, PVT Bailey Gorgas, Lt. Col Michael Glass.




Faith Formation—Laurie Philbin From Deacon Higby’s Desk

Faith Formation Class Schedule Theology 101: The First Testament - Part 56

After Haman returns to his home in shame, his wife and
SUNDAY March 28th friends point out that if Mordecai is a Jew, Haman will not
Gr. 8 & 9—4:30—6:30 PM : prevail against him.

Gr. 10 & 11—5:30—7:30
Classes include 5:30 PM Mass

Esther has prepared a second banquet and invited the king
and Haman to it. As the people sit around drinking wine,
the king tells Esther that whatever request she makes of
him, even if it’s half his kingdom, he will honor it. Esther
begs that the king spare her life and that of her people, say-
ing that if he had commanded them to go into slavery, she
would remain silent, but if someone were to make her peo-
ple extinct, the king would lose loyal subjects and that

MONDAY March 29th
Gr.1 - 3:45— 4:45 PM

Gr. 2—4:00-5:00PM
Gr.3—4:15-5:15PM

Grs. 4 &5 - 5:30-6:30PM could never be replaced. The king asks who is planning to
—_— do this, and she indicates that it is Haman. The king be-
e ‘"“‘"“"""‘"“'“‘""‘"“"‘"“‘"‘f came very angry and went out into the garden. Haman,

realizing what was likely to happen next, throws himself
onto the queen’s couch (she is reclining) and begs for his
life. The king returns to the banquet hall and sees Haman
in this compromised position. He cries out “Will he also
violate the queen while she is with me in my own house?”

EASTER EGCI HUNT -

to be held on e
Easter Sunday following s
"E:gx the 9:30 AM Mass on the 7
Parish grounds. -
[b Children should bring an  =¢

Harbona, one of the eunuchs of the palace, helpfully tells
the king that Haman has built a gibbet fifty cubits high to
hang Mordecai, who had given the report that had benefit-
Easter basket to collect ed the king. The king orders that Haman be hanged from it.
their eggs. . , ,

The king gave Haman’s house to Queen Esther and admit-
ted Mordecai to his inner circle now that Esther had re-
vealed their relationship. Esther again approached the king

and begged him to issue a decree revoking that of Haman,
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which had given leave to the people of the kingdom to kill

H E Baw Sh@W@r ‘F@r all the Jews and take their property. The king ordered

Mordecai to write the new document, which is recorded in

B&fhu@h@m %@Ms@ the Book of Esther. In it the king recognizes that Mordecai

Last Sunday, our 8th & oth grade has prevented the kingdom from falling into the hands of

the Macedonians, and that the Jews are not evildoers, but
have a wonderful legal system of their own, which they are
free to use to govern themselves. Furthermore, the Jews
were allowed to band together and destroy anyone who
sought their harm. This the Jews did, killing five hundred
men in the town of Susa, including the sons of Haman.
They killed three hundred the next day. In the entire king-
dom the Jews killed 75,000 of their enemies. Esther asked
the king to hang the bodies of the ten sons of Haman on
gibbets, which was done.

Faith Formation students attended
a Baby Shower to benefit the Beth-
lehem House in Easthampton. The
weather was beautiful and all of the
students brought wonderful gifts
and played games. Thank you!

Mordecai then ordered the Jews in the kingdom to
“henceforth” celebrate the two days when they turned the
tables on their enemies. It was called “Purim” because
Haman had cast lots to determine when the Jews would be
exterminated (“pur” means “lots”). Queen Esther con-
firmed this feast with her royal authority.

At the end of the book, Mordecai recognizes that his dream
has been fulfilled and God has responded to the prayers of
God’s people.

The story of Esther was written about 400 years before
Christ and is meant to console the Jewish people in exile.
That God answers the prayers of his people by raising up
blameless individuals is quite clearly the theme here. The
story itself shows remarkable literary skill. The book we
have today was originally written in Hebrew, and when
translated into Greek several verses were added. The origi-
nal Hebrew text has no mention of God, interestingly.
~Donald Higby




