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PASTOR’S COMMENTS

Again, thank you to everyone who has been
updating the parish with their contact
information in preparation for the parish survey.
If you haven’t yet had an opportunity to update
your information, cards are still available in the
pews and can be filled out and dropped in the
collection basket. You can also update your
information from the home page of the parish
web site: www.parishoftheholysavior.com. This
information will help us to notify you when the
parish survey becomes available in February.
Our goal is to get as many survey participants as
possible. As | previously mentioned, individual
survey results will be confidential. The parish will
receive a summary report. Some people have
commented that the language of the survey and
its summary report sounds a lot like corporate
language. They’ve expressed concerned that the
Church is not a business, that its mission is
salvation, not customer satisfaction. That is
certainly true. Yet, the Church is a body, a
“corpus,” a corporation, a community of
believers. Our hope is that using tools and
instruments that have helped corporations to be
successful might also help our parish to become
better. However, whereas businesses are
focused on customer satisfaction, efficiency, and
the bottom line, as a Church our metrics ought
to be different. Although there are some
questions on the survey regarding parishioners’
satisfaction, these questions are more intended
to help establish a big picture view of the parish,
and to see where the obstacles and barriers are,
as well as what motivates parishioners and what
their concerns are. The survey also asks
parishioners to reflect on their discipleship and
the practice of their faith, to see where people
want to grow, and help us as a parish to align
ourselves to conversion rather than consumer
satisfaction. Ultimately, | believe that a parish
that helps people grow closer to Jesus and
equips and empowers members to reach out
and invite others to likewise become disciples
will be a parish full of happy and satisfied
people.

FOLLOWING JESUS
IN THE FOOTHILLS

INJUSTICE

“Justice,'and only justice, you shall pursue.”
Deuteronomy 16:20

In the book of Genesis, we hear the story of Cain and
Abel, the children of Adam and Eve. Cain became
jealous of Abel and murdered him. God punished Cain
by condemning him to a life of wandering. Last week
we observed Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day as well as
the 46th anniversary of the Supreme Court decision
Roe V. Wade. Last week, we reflected on pursuing
justice, along with common prayer, as a means of
establishing Christian unity. Someone on Facebook
commented about the March for Life that “Christians
shouldn’t protest march; they should stay home.”
Although if Christians had stayed home, and didn’t
march, we wouldn’t have celebrated Martin Luther
King Jr. because the civil rights movement would
never have happened in the way that it did. As
Christians we need to stand up against injustice. We
need to visibly oppose systems of injustice, such as
slavery, human trafficking, as well as systems that
deny fundamental human rights, or oppress, or take
advantage of the weakest and most vulnerable. In
daily life, we can come across many situations of
injustice. Eradicating unfairness and abuse are basic
demands of justice. But this has to start with an
attitude in our hearts and to be lived out in all areas
of our lives. It is unjust, as Cain did, to abdicate our
responsibility for caring for our brothers and sisters or
denying them their due. We should pursue justice,
seeking at all times to discern what is due to God and
our neighbor. An interesting note concerning the
story of Cain and Abel is that although Cain
committed a horrible act of injustice by murdering his
brother, God did not in turn destroy Cain. Instead, He
sought to protect him, marking him for all to see, lest
he become a victim of retribution. God’s justice never
denies life. God gives new life. We Christians manifest
the love of Jesus when we oppose injustice and at the
same time do not resort to vengeance, when we
pursue justice, in light of the resurrection, bringing
new life to this broken and fallen world.



WEEKLY READINGS
Readings for the Week of January 27th, 2019

Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [cf. Jn
6:63c]/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-
21

Monday: Heb 9:15, 24-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6
[1a]/Mk 3:22-30

Tuesday: Heb 10:1-10/Ps 40:2 and 4ab, 7-8a, 10, 11
[8a and 9a]/Mk 3:31-35

Wednesday: Heb 10:11-18/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk
4:1-20

Thursday: Heb 10:19-25/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/
Mk 4:21-25

Friday: Heb 10:32-39/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40
[39a]/Mk 4:26-34

Saturday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 19 [8]/Heb 2:14-18/
Lk 2:22-40 or Luke 2:22-32

Next Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-
17 [cf. 15ab]/1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 1 Cor 13:4-13/Lk
4:21-30
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Saint John Bosco
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A Father to the
Fatherless

Saint John Bosco
dedicated his priesthood
to educating and housing
the forgotten youth an
the tough streets of
Turin, ltaly. Watch the
inspirational tale of how
he transformed the lives
of countless outcasts.
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“This film has helped me reqlize
that the Lord is with me abways!
Seautifully done,”

—Chrlstine M., Tuscaloosa, AL
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Register and create your FREE account by entering Parish Code:
QRMMG7 www.formed.org

MONDAY, JANUARY 28th
Mass: St. Athanasius/St. John 8:15am
Ray Breau by Lorraine Nadeau

TUESDAY, JANUARY 29th
Mass: St. Athanasius/St. John 8:15am
Eugene Waugh by Maurice & Clara

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30th
Adoration & Morning Prayers: St. A & J 8:15am

Mass: Our Lady of the Snows 6:00 pm
Joe A. Arsenault by Francis X. Steele

THURSDAY, JANUARY 31st
Mass: St. Athanasius/St. John 8:15am
Wilfred & Ella Laplante by David & Penny Laplante

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1st
Mass: St. Athanasius/St. John 8:15am
Paul Gallant by The Cayers

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2nd
Mass: St. Athanasius/St. John 4:00pm
Hector Dayon by Doris

Mass: Our Lady of the Snows 6:00 pm
All Parishioners

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd

Mass: St. Athanasius/St. John 9:30am
Marguerite Gaudet by Daughter, Jane
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