
 

Mission Statement 

�

Love God. Love Others. Make Disciples and 

Strive to "Restore all Things in Christ."�

�

�

Welcome to our Parish�

�

No matter what your present or past status in the Catholic Church;�

No matter what your current family or marital situation;�

No matter what your personal history, age, background, race, or color; �

You are invited, welcomed, accepted and loved �

at St. Pius X Roman Catholic Church.�

All Masses are suspended 

until further notice.

Mass Schedule 

�

St. Pius X Parish  l� 1 St. Pius X Court, Plainview, NY 11803   �

p: 516�938�3956  l f: 516�433�6138  l  www.stpiusxrc.com�

St. Pius X Parish, R.C. 

“To Restore All Things in Christ”�

April 19

th

, 2020�

Divine Mercy Sunday �

Holy Mary, Mother of DIVINE MERCY, Please Pray For Us.�
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�

Second Sunday of Easter � Sunday of Divine Mercy �

Scripture Reflection  

The readings�for this Sunday are about God’s Divine Mercy given 

to us through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, our need for 

trusting Faith, and our need for the forgiveness of our sins. The 

opening prayer addresses the Father as “God of everlasting 

Mercy.” In first section of the Responsorial Psalm (Ps 118), we 

repeat three times,�“His mercy endures forever!”�God revealed 

His mercy, first and foremost, by sending His only begotten Son 

to become our Savior and Lord by His suffering, death and 

Resurrection. Divine Mercy is given to us also in each celebration 

of the Sacraments, which were instituted to sanctify us.�

�

Divine Mercy in action:�A�TIME�magazine issue in 1984 

presented a startling cover. It pictured a prison cell where two men 

sat on metal folding chairs. The young man wore a black 

turtleneck sweater, blue jeans and white running shoes. The older 

man was dressed in a white robe and had a white skullcap on his 

head. They sat facing one another, up�close and personal. They 

spoke quietly so as to keep others from hearing the conversation. 

The young man was Mehmet Ali Agca, the pope’s would�be 

assassin (he shot and wounded the Pope on May 13, 1981); the 

other man was Pope St. John Paul II, the intended victim. The 

Pope held the hand that had held the gun whose bullet tore into the 

Pope’s body. This was a living icon of mercy. John Paul’s 

forgiveness was deeply Christian. His deed with Ali Agca spoke a 

thousand words. He embraced his enemy and pardoned him. At 

the end of their 20�minute meeting, Ali Agca raised the Pope’s 

hand to his forehead as a sign of respect. John Paul shook Ali 

Agca’s hand tenderly. When the Pope left the cell he said, “What 

we talked about must remain a secret between us. I spoke to him 

as a brother whom I have pardoned and who has my complete 

trust.” This is an example of God’s Divine Mercy, the same 

Divine Mercy whose message St. Faustina witnessed.�

�

Edith Zierer the Jewish holocaust survivor: “The Pope saved 

me from death:”�Edith Zierer, a Holocaust� survivor now 

living� in Israel, recalls how Karol Wojtyla, who later became 

Pope John Paul II, carried her to safety after she fled a Nazi 

concentration camp when she was 13 years old. Polish�born Zierer 

was 13 when she ran away from the Nazi camp at Czestochowa in 

Poland after the Soviet army liberated it in January 1945, five 

months before World War II ended in Europe. She was heading 

towards her hometown in Poland to find her parents, who, she 

would later learn, had died in the Holocaust. Exhausted, she 

reached a train station and sat there for two days without food or 

water while people ignored her. “Suddenly, there he was,” Zierer 

said, referring to Wojtyla, the seminarian, in his priestly robe. “He 

brought me some tea and two pieces of bread with cheese and then 

carried me to a train carriage. He sat with me and put his cloak on 

me because it was freezing. We came to Krakow and then I ran 

away because people started to ask why a priest was walking with 

a Jewish girl.” �After spending, a few years in orphanages in 

Poland and France, Zierer emigrated from Europe to British�

mandated Palestine, where she later married and bore a son and 

daughter in what became Israel. She now has five grandchildren. 

She wrote to Wojtyla after he became Pope in 1979, saying she 

was the little girl he had saved at the train station in Poland 

decades ago. After a correspondence ensured, the Pontiff invited 

her to the Vatican in 1998. She last met him in 2000, when he 

visited Israel on a millennium pilgrimage and met several 

survivors at the Vad Vashem Holocaust museum. She said she and 

the Pope kept up their correspondence, writing mostly during 

Christmas and before birthdays. “I received a letter from him last 

year and I knew it was the last,” she said. “He included a picture 

from his private collection and his handwriting was very shaky. I 

wrote to thank him for the memory that never left.” Edith Zierer, 

84, mourned the death of her former savior, and remembered the 

warm look in the seminarian Karol Wojtyla’s eyes in the railway 

station years ago and God’s mercy expressed in his actions. “He 

was a kindred spirit in the greatest sense � a man who could save 

a girl in such a state, freezing, starving and full of lice, and carry 

her to safety,” she told Reuters. “I would not have survived had it 

not been for him.” (http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L�

3067156,00.html). Pope John Paul made mercy the core of his 

priesthood. He saw mercy as a light against darkness. And has the 

world known darker times than when the Nazis and Communists 

oppressed millions of people? On April 27, 2014, Divine Mercy 

Sunday, John Paul II, along with Pope John XXIII, was officially 

recognized as a Saint. It is no accident that Pope St. John Paul II 

who was instrumental in spreading the observance of Divine 

Mercy Sunday was canonized on that Feast.�

GIVE YOURSELF COMPLETELY�

�

The early days of the first Christian 

community were not easy by any 

measurement. Jesus had been executed, and 

his disciples had to be discreet so as not to 

meet a similar fate. Jesus was now risen, but the truth of his 

resurrection was not accepted by all. However, the depiction of 

that early community in Acts 2:42�47 would lead someone to 

believe it was the opposite situation. We are told of community 

life where people lean on each other and share great joy. They ate 

and prayed together, and many wonders and signs were occurring 

to lift the community and bear witness to the power of Jesus 

Christ. They were disciples living out their faith, and it was their 

strong sense of stewardship that made all this possible in the face 

of threatening Roman and Jewish powers.�

�

Today, we find the Church in a new turmoil. Increasing 

secularism, abuse scandals, and a lack of true fidelity place us 

once again in a time that is not easy. A friend of mine likes to say 

that any challenge of sin we encounter in the Church has its 

origin in a lack or misunderstanding of the stewardship way of 

life. We create our burdens by not using our gifts wisely and by 

turning inward selfishly. �

�

Could we use the story in Acts of the early Church to help us 

today? If we begin with the decision to give of ourselves 

completely to God and His people, will we become agents of 

change? There is only one way to find out.�  �

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS �

© Liturgical Publications �

We Recognize God in the Ordinary ...   �
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�

Fr. Valentine or Fr. Chux will offer a 

private Mass each day to fulfill all Mass  

intention obligations�

�

�

�

�

Monday, April 20�

Lucille Cox�

�

�

Tuesday, April 21�

(St. Anselm, Bishop & Doctor of the Church)�

  Angela Palmieri (2

nd

 Anniversary Remembrance)�

�

�

Wednesday, April 22�

  Fr. Charles Boyd, Peter Zarakas�

�

�

Thursday, April 23�

(St. George, Martyr; St. Adalbert, Bishop & Martyr)�

Staff of Funeral Homes, Staff at Cemetaries�

�

�

Friday, April 24�

(St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest & Martyr)�

  Thomas Auletta �

�

�

Saturday, April 25�

(St. Mark, Evangelist)�

  Hospital caregivers�

�

(Third Sunday of Easter)�

�Alan Evans, Fogarty Family, Greg Goldman, 

Michael Giangrande��

��

�

Sunday, April 26�

(Third Sunday of Easter)�

St. Pius X Parish Family, Benjamin Spano, Kevin 

Sullivan, Delores “Dee” Mazzola, Msgr. Tom 

Mulvanerty�

The Deceased & their Families�

� Joe Camilleri, Michael Giangrande (brother of Pat Fabiano), Joseph West, 

Alma Paternoster, Saint Germain Etienne, Albert J. Hilber, Jean Josephine 

Schmidt, Ralph Plaisance, Emmanuel LaGatta, Jimmy Loesch, Giuseppe 

DiLeone, Dcn. James McQuade, Lucille Joyce Cox, Thomas Auletta, 

Asunda Morris, Kathleen Babich �

�

The Sick�

Anna Cuomo Bertsch, Richard Marino, Vincent DeRosa, Lettie Graham, 

Vincent Krogman Lori Cashman, Gloria Plaisance, Mary Esposito, 

Margaret LiCausi, Audrey Maune, Vincent DiCarlo, Rudy Palumbo, Janet 

Morrissey, Adelaide Motta, Mary & Pat Morgillo, Celeste Harkins, 

Salvatore & Julia Serpe, Lawrence Pirraglia, Alyssa Cohen, Russell Pajer, 

Nancy Pesiri, Mary Canty, Patrick Lydon, Phyllis DeGregoris, Robert 

Perham, Barbara Robinson, Paul Przybyszewski, Domenica Lane, Anne 

Dailey, Rose Bell, Joe Giambalvo, Dorothy & Mario Endrizzi, Richard 

Dannenhoffer, Angela Artale, Mike Kenney, Elizabeth Widmann, Martha 

Girolamo, Gene Robinson, Terry Goldman, Lena Jankowski, Angela 

Borruso, Sheila Sulentic, Anna Izzo, Richard Lupica, James D. Quinn, 

Adam Volpe, Judy Kohler, Pierna Ioco, Millie DiCarlo, Jacqueline Urcan, 

Benny Ciuffo, Rose & Rocco Rutigliano, Phil Roeske, Rosemary Burke, 

Donna Lawson Ceparano, Nina & Dr. Jose Antonio, Naomi & Arthur 

Fonseca, Jack Hansen, Dorothy McKeever, Mary Elizabeth, Mary Samuel, 

Ann Abitabilo, Tara Maune, Barbara Zmoos, Grace Marino, Peter Mancini, 

George Bantleon, Eugenie Schirm, Mary Corso, Susan Pabst Behrens, Mark 

& Maryann Rietschlin, Joseph & Sal Spano, Alistair Magee, Patti Sullivan, 

Marie & Richard Marcantonio, Tom Flynn, John Brusdeilins, Terese 

Blakeney, Rosa Crispino, Ben & Violeta Garcia, Veronica Gentile, Carolyn 

Holland, Carmela Surdyk, Russell Worth, Gloria Romuno, Bob Corrigan, 

Gabrielle Wolf, Pat Walsh, Robert & Muriel Reahl, Debbie Lahey, Mary 

Posch, Richard Harrigan, Fr. Bob McGuire, David Kwarta, Phyllis & John 

Gunning, Virginia Washa, Fr. John Whelan, Cathy Gerrity, Grace Carbone, 

Bea Dickinson, Carlos Malinauskas �

�

Names of the sick will remain on the Prayer List for 1 month. Please notify the Parish Office 

if prayers are still requested after 1 month or if the person is deceased.�

�

Safety of our Parish Members in the Armed Forces�

Michelle Meyers, Ethan Eyba, Kathleen Donovan (Army)��

Brandon Sassone, John Brennan�(Navy) �

God Bless the USA!�

We Pray for …  

Intentions of the Holy Father Pope Francis �

 Universal �  Freedom from Addiction �

�

We pray that those suffering from addiction may 

be helped and accompanied. �

�

ALL DEVOTIONS ARE SUSPENDED 

THROUGH TUESDAY, APRIL 14

th

, 2020 �

�

�

�

Care of the Sick:  Please notify the Parish Office if there is any 

parishioner who is ill at home so that we may administer the proper 

spiritual care.�

Special Devotions�

April 28

th

, 2020�

9:30am�4pm only

Word of Life�April�

“If you or someone you know has had an abortion, “be 

assured that it is never too late to seek God's forgiveness 

in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.”* Additionally, 

other confidential, compassionate help is also available. 

Select “Find Help” from the menu on 

www.hopeafterabortion.org to find the diocesan Project 

Rachel Ministry near you.�

�

USCCB Secretariat of Pro�Life Activities, *“Bridges of Mercy for 

Healing after Abortion”�



| 4 |  April 19, 2020�

�

We Give & We Remember  

Remember a loved one with a special gift�

The remembrance can be for an anniversary, a birthday, in 

thanksgiving or to remember our deceased loved ones.  

Stop by the Parish Office to arrange to have the Bread and 

Wine, Flowers, Altar Candles and/or Sanctuary Lamp 

donated for someone you love.  All donations are for one  

week (Saturday�Friday).�

Altar Flowers …   $65      Bread & Wine  ..   $35�

Altar Candles …   $35      Sanctuary Lamp …$30�

Masses …. $20 (per Mass)�

�

HELP � I NEED A MASS CARD�

�

If you need a Mass Card or commemorative gift ... 

please contact the Parish Office at (516)938�

3956 ... We accept credit cards or you can mail a 

check ... We are here to assist you ... We will mail 

the Mass card for you ... �

�

�

What is the Paschal Candle �

(or Easter Candle)�

�

�

�

The Paschal Candle is blessed at the 

Easter Vigil and remains visible, 

present in the sanctuary throughout the 

year. The flame of the Paschal Candle 

symbolizes the eternal presence of 

Christ, light of the world in the midst 

of his people.  It is lit at every Mass 

throughout the Easter season in 

addition to special occasions such as 

Funerals, Baptisms, and 

Confirmations.  �

Easter Candle Memorialization�

Ed Dressler�

Frank Motta�

Thomas Burke�

Frances Carter�

Joseph Mazzola�

Carol Giannettino�

Francesco LoManto�

Enid & Victor Lopes�

Isabella Marie Inzerillo�

Rose & Charles Puleo�

Mary & Frank Phelan�

Joseph & Loretta Acker�

Anthony & Connie Perone�

Msgr. Thomas Mulvanerty�

Delores & John Mazzola�

Dr. John & Thomas Pesiri�

Barbara & Frank Santucci�

Victoria & Benjamin Spano�

Celenza & Orlando Families�

During this unprecedented time, we are very much 

aware of financial challenges to us all.  We are using 

our savings to meet the ordinary expenses of our 

parish. We are making every effort to cut expenses 

and have already submitted applications for 

government assistance recently made available.  

Whatever donations you are able to offer are greatly 

appreciated and will be used to continue the 

ministries of St. Pius X as we look into the future. �

�

Fr. Valentine�

Financially Speaking�

Parish Office is OPEN �

Monday � Friday, 9am�1pm �

& CLOSED �

on Saturday & Sunday�

�

Church is OPEN daily 7am�4pm �

for private prayer�

REVISED HOURS�
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�

Serving Has Changed My Life 

Hello! My name is Julia Canigiani and I am the granddaughter of 

parishioner Angela Palumbo. I’m currently serving as a long�term volunteer 

and AmeriCorps Member with the Christian Appalachian Project (CAP) in 

McCreary County, Kentucky. I was very excited to be asked to share what I 

do here in Appalachia, since this experience has been life�changing in so 

many different ways!�

�

I currently serve as a Family Advocacy and Housing Caseworker, which is a 

broad position that covers many different services. I provide emergency 

assistance for utility bills and hygiene products, as well as referring 

participants to external resources in the community. I also coordinate a Christmas toy distribution program, and the 

planning of a Women’s Retreat in the beginning of May. Because my position requires many visits to homes, I’ve 

seen firsthand the poverty the people of Appalachia face, and the living conditions they often experience.�

�

There’s no denying that McCreary County is a rural place. From where I live, it takes over a half hour to get to 

the supermarket, or 40 minutes to the nearest WalMart. It’s also 40 minutes to the hospital. For many people that 

live here, it takes much longer. There are no incorporated towns or cities, just a county seat, and the region is 

very mountainous, with many of the roads winding through hills and hollers. Going from living in the 

overpopulated Long Island town of Huntington, to living in community with other volunteers was definitely an 

interesting adjustment. It wasn’t very difficult to acclimate to living with other people, since my fellow 

housemates quickly became my best friends. However, it took some time to get used to feeling so isolated, since I 

had to drive at least 50 miles roundtrip to get anywhere.�

�

If you were to go off of yearly median income level, McCreary County is the poorest county in America. 

Unfortunately, this statistic can lead many to generalize this population because of the extreme poverty here. I’ve 

heard lots of stereotypes about Appalachia, like people here having no teeth, or that they’re all “hillbillies” and 

drug addicts. More commonly, I’ve heard that it’s basically “the middle of nowhere,” and that the people are 

“backwards.” Kentuckians from places other than Eastern Kentucky often say these things, without actually 

having been here. While dental care can be limited for some, and drugs are a serious problem in this area, the 

people of Appalachia are much more than these blanket statements.�

�

This place isn’t the middle of nowhere at all; most of the land is part of the Daniel Boone National Forest or the 

Big South Fork River Recreation Area, which is filled with beautiful hiking trails, kayaking and camping. My 

house actually sits on government forest land, so we get to hike every time the weather is nice! During my time 

here, I’ve met some incredible people that were born and raised in this place; people that have challenged every 

single stereotype about Appalachia despite their poverty. The one Catholic church in the county, which is 

technically only a chapel and has about 30 or 40 parishioners, quickly welcomed me into their community and 

became family.�

�

Most importantly, the people who live here have the most fierce and strong faith in God I’ve ever seen in my life. 

While driving, I often see signs posted in the mountains that say things like “He has Risen,” and there’s a Baptist 

church on basically every road. Their faith has inspired me more than anything else here. I often find that the 

people who are struggling the most to put food on their table, and may be living in homes that are in dire need of 

repair, are often the people who have the strongest trust in God. Having trust in God is something I wrestle with 

on a daily basis, and I hope one day I can have a sliver of the hope and faith that many of these people have.�

�

Volunteering with CAP has really been the best experience of my life. I encourage anyone interested in a year of 

service to take that leap of faith and do it! Serving has changed me in ways I couldn’t have imagined. While some 

days are harder than others, I am extremely lucky to be here, and wouldn’t want it any other way!�

�

God Bless, �

Julia Canigiani�



| 6 |  April 19, 2020�

�

We Pray & Reflect 

On the evening of that first day of the week,�

when the doors were locked, where the disciples were,�

for fear of the Jews,�

Jesus came and stood in their midst�

and said to them, “Peace be with you.”�

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side.�

The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.�

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.�

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”�

And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them,�

“Receive the Holy Spirit.�

Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,�

and whose sins you retain are retained.”�

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve,�

was not with them when Jesus came.�

So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”�

But he said to them,�

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands�

and put my finger into the nailmarks�

and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”�

Now a week later his disciples were again inside�

and Thomas was with them.�

Jesus came, although the doors were locked,�

and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.”�

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands,�

and bring your hand and put it into my side,�

and do not be unbelieving, but believe.”�

Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!”�

Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have 

seen me?�

Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”�

Now, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples�

that are not written in this book.�

But these are written that you may come to believe�

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,�

and that through this belief you may have life in his name.�

GOSPEL for Second Sunday of Easter 

JN 20:19—31  

�

A person was going through a very dark time, questioning 

the meaning of life, not feeling very purposeful or 

worthwhile, and feeling disconnected and unappreciated. 

Suddenly, they gazed up at the night sky, found 

themselves in awe of all the stars and constellations, and 

exclaimed, “I am here on purpose and I am loved!” 

Having been brought by God to this moment of intense 

connection and awareness, his life changed from that 

moment on. �

�

If we are always preoccupied with the challenges, 

obligations, and stuff of daily life, we can easily miss the 

wonderful opportunities when the resurrected Christ is 

knocking at our door. If we open ourselves to the fullness 

of experience, we will find ourselves listening and 

embracing all that is around us, being caught up in the 

magnificence of creation’s grandeur and knowing in our 

heart and soul that God is and I am.�

�

While that sounds like a simple, tell�me�something�I 

don’t�know kind of revelation, it is life changing when it 

takes root in the depth of a person’s soul. Stumbling upon 

this awesome truth and internalizing it doesn’t require an 

assent of the mind. It beckons for a claim on our soul. We 

find ourselves knowing something profound that cannot 

be explained or reasoned, but purely is. When we are 

caught up in an experience and encounter the truth, it 

doesn’t matter how all of the pieces got put together. 

Truth is simply truth. The “my Lord and my God” 

responses we utter are not evoked because all of the 

pieces of faith and life make reasonable sense. The “my 

Lord and my God” affirmations come when we are lifted 

up out of our preoccupations and silliness and are in the 

presence of mystery and mercy.�

�

God is mystery, one who is beyond our grasp but at the 

same time within our reach, knowable yet unknowable. 

And when in the presence of mystery, there comes an 

intense experience of mercy. We know deep within the 

essence of ourselves � and in the very life of creation � 

this beating, unconditionally accepting, life�sustaining, 

profound, mysterious yet familiar presence of love. We 

have found our peace. “Peace be with you.” Breathe in 

and breathe out. Peace.�

�

©LPi�

�

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING  

OF SCRIPTURE   
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�

You can 

forget...we 

will�remember�

75 miles across 

Long Island and 

NYC�

 We Learn 
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�

�

�

�

�

My Dear Family,�

�

An Easter like no other ... Amidst this strange world in 

which we find ourselves, we were called to adapt ... to be 

creative ... & with optimism & the focus on our future, we 

did just that.  It seemed to me that the emphasis this Easter was once again 

on Faith.  Faith in God, however sorely tested at present.  Faith in each other, however difficult the sacrifices we must 

make.  The St. Pius X family spirit proved to be ingenious, inspiring � indomitable.  We are an Easter people ... people of 

HOPE.�

The strangeness of this Easter was evident at the Vatican. St. Peter’s Square, where tens of thousands would normally 

gather to hear Pope Francis, was empty, ringed by police barricades. Francis celebrated Easter Mass inside the largely 

vacant basilica.  In his Easter message (see p. 9), Pope Francis challenges us to ban indifference, self�centeredness, 

division & forgetfulness during this time of Covid�19 � and to spread the “contagion of hope”.  I have witnessed with my 

own eyes, true acts of compassion & hope extended by our parish family.  �

�

Our celebration this Easter is far richer because of the Lenten journey we shared as a parish family.  I wish to thank those 

who helped to prepare our physical worship space as well as our spiritual selves along the journey from the darkness to the 

cross and finally to the hope of the empty tomb.   �

��

��Bulletin Reflections � We are grateful to our catechists & their students who prepared the scripture reflection for Lent 

& Easter: Janice Futterman (5

th

 grade), Paola Germino (3

rd

 grade), Stephanie D’Elia (1

st

 grade), Jackie Fariello (3

rd

 

grade ), Matthew Wing  (7

th

/8

th

 grade), Denise Santucci (4

th

 grade). �

�� Inspiring Videos � Brandon Humbert, Youth Group (Steve Rhoads, John Dossie, Ryan Farrell, Erin Vieira, Jillian 

Miller)�

��Holy Week �

�� Morning Prayer � Samantha & Jackie Borruso, Humbert Family, Sedita Family�

�� Liturgical Services � Mercedes Colwin, Loretta Dressler, Phil Saglimbene, Denise Santucci, Sal Spano, Caryn, John & 

Robin Yakacki�

�� Inspiring Music Videos � Brandon Humbert�

��Outreach�

�� Homebound � Cards by our Faith Formation children, Visits by 

Eucharistic Minister, Loretta Dressler�

�� Phone Calls to check on needs of parishioners � Ministry Leaders, 

Sarah Sedita�

�� Recently Deceased � Calls to families of recently decease by 

Bereavement Ministers Carol Ann DalCeredo & Kathy Green�

�

A special thanks to the people who are always ready to serve no matter what I 

ask or when I ask, especially the Parish Staff , Pastoral Associates & fellow 

clergy (Fr. Chux & Deacon John).  �

��

Easter is not a day.  We experience new life, new beginnings and hope in 

many ways.  So in closing, I offer you this prayer:�

��

Whatever dark valley you may experience this year... whatever shroud may 

enfold you... whenever tears may cloud your eyes... it is my prayer that you 

would know with certainty that the day is coming when you can look back 

and say, "Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us."�

��

God Bless You,�

Fr. Valentine�

��

A Word from the Pastor 

When this is over ... �

may we never again take for granted �

a handshake with a stranger�

full shelves at the store�

conversations with neighbors�

a crowded theater�

Friday night out�

the taste of Communion�

a routine checkup�

the school rush each morning�

coffee with a friend�

the stadium roaring�

each deep breath�

a boring Tuesday�

Life itself�

�

When this ends ...�

may we find that �

we have become �

more like the people �

we wanted to be�

we were called to be�

we hoped to be�

and may we stay that way�

better for each other�

because of the worst.�
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�

 Pope’s Easter Urbi et Orbi message: “The contagion of hope” 

by Seàn-Patrick Lovett 

Pope Francis’ 'Urbi et Orbi message on Easter Sunday challenges us to ban indifference, 

self�centredness, division and forgetfulness during this time of Covid�19 � and to spread the 

“contagion” of hope.�

�

No banner hung from the central balcony of St Peter’s Basilica. No bands played the 

Vatican anthem. No floral arrangements decorated St Peter’s Square. Nearby streets were 

empty and silent, as Italy continues to respect a nationwide coronavirus lockdown.�

Inside the Basilica, surrounded only by his closest collaborators, Pope Francis delivered his 

traditional Easter�Urbi et Orbi�message to the city of Rome and the world.�

�

A different “contagion”�

Millions of people watched and listened on various media platforms as the Pope repeated the Easter proclamation: “Christ, my hope, is 

risen!”. He called this message “a different ‘contagion’”, one that is transmitted “from heart to heart”.   This Good News is like a new flame 

that springs up “in the night of a world already faced with epochal challenges, and now oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole 

human family”, said the Pope.� Christ’s resurrection is not a “magic formula that makes problems vanish”, he continued, “it is the victory of 

love over the root of evil”. This victory “does not ‘by�pass’ suffering and death, but passes through them, opening a path in the abyss, 

transforming evil into good”, he added.�

�

Comfort for those affected by the coronavirus�

The Pope’s thoughts turned immediately to those directly affected by the coronavirus. “For many, this is an Easter of solitude, lived amid the 

sorrow and hardship that the pandemic is causing, from physical suffering to economic difficulties”, he said. “This disease has not only 

deprived us of human closeness, but also of the possibility of receiving in person the consolation that flows from the sacraments, particularly 

the Eucharist and Reconciliation”, said Pope Francis. “But the Lord has not left us alone”, he added. “United in our prayer, we are convinced 

that He has laid His hand upon us”.�

�

Gratitude to those providing essential services�

The Pope then expressed his gratitude and affection to doctors and nurses, and “to all who work diligently to guarantee the essential services 

necessary for civil society, and to the law enforcement and military personnel who in many countries have helped ease people’s difficulties 

and sufferings”. �

�

Encouragement to work for the common good�

Pope Francis acknowledged that “this is also a time of worry about an uncertain future, about jobs that are at risk”. He encouraged political 

leaders “to work actively for the common good”, providing the means “to enable everyone to lead a dignified life and, when circumstances 

allow, to assist them in resuming their normal daily activities”.�

�

Not a time for indifference�

This is not a time for indifference, said the Pope, “because the whole world is suffering and needs to be united in facing the pandemic”. He 

prayed that the risen Jesus may grant hope “to all the poor, to those living on the peripheries, to refugees and the homeless”.� Pope Francis 

also called for the relaxation of international sanctions and for “the reduction, if not the forgiveness, of the debt burdening the balance sheets 

of the poorest nations”.�

�

Not a time for self�centredness�

This is not a time for self�centredness, continued Pope Francis, because “the challenge we are facing is shared by all”. Europe, in particular, 

was able “to overcome the rivalries of the past” following the Second World War, “thanks to a concrete spirit of solidarity”. It is urgent “these 

rivalries do not regain force”, the Pope continued. We all need to recognize ourselves “as part of a single family and support one another”. 

Selfishly pursuing particular interests risks “damaging the peaceful coexistence and development of future generations”, he added.�

�

Not a time for division�

This is not a time for division, said the Pope, as he appealed for “an immediate global ceasefire in all corners of the world”. Criticizing the 

vast amounts of money spent on the arms trade, Pope Francis called for a solution to the ongoing conflicts in Syria, Yemen, Iraq and 

Lebanon. He said he hoped Israelis and Palestinians might resume dialogue, that the situation in eastern Ukraine might be resolved, and that 

“terrorist attacks carried out against so many innocent people in different African countries may come to an end”.�

�

Not a time for forgetfulness�

This is not a time for forgetfulness, continued Pope Francis, referring to the humanitarian crises being faced in Asia and Africa. He prayed for 

refugees and migrants “living in unbearable conditions, especially in Libya and on the border between Greece and Turkey”. The Pope prayed 

also that solutions may be found in Venezuela, allowing “international assistance to a population suffering from the grave political, socio�

economic and health situation” there.�

�

Christ dispels the darkness of suffering�

“Indifference, self�centredness, division and forgetfulness are not words we want to hear at this time”, said the Pope. These words “seem to 

prevail when fear and death overwhelm us”, and we want to ban them forever, he added.�

Pope Francis concluded his�Urbi et Orbi�message with a prayer: “May Christ, who has already defeated death and opened for us the way to 

eternal salvation, dispel the darkness of our suffering humanity and lead us into the light of His glorious day. A day that knows no end”.�
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We Take Time to Smile  

The Virus That Stole Easter�

By Kristi Bothur�

With a nod to Dr. Seuss��

�

Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began�

Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.�

People were sick, hospitals full,�

Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school.�

�

As winter gave way to the promise of spring,�

The virus raged on, touching peasant and king.�

People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen.�

They YouTubed and Zoomed, social�distanced, and cleaned.�

�

April approached and churches were closed.�

“There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed.�

There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out.�

No reason for new dresses when we can’t go about.”�

�

Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest.�

The world was focused on masks and on tests.�

“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed.�

“Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.”�

�

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went.�

The virus pressed on; it just would not relent.�

The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed.�

The virus still menaced, the people, estranged.�

�

“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling.�

“They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming.�

“They’re just waking up! We know just what they’ll do!�

Their mouths will hang open a minute or two, And then all the 

saints will all cry boo�hoo.�

�

“That noise,” said the world, “will be something to hear.”�

So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear.�

And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies.�

It started down low, then it started to rise.�

�

But the sound wasn’t depressed.�

Why, this sound was triumphant!�

It couldn’t be so!�

But it grew with abundance!�

�

The world stared around, popping its eyes.�

Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise!�

Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small,�

Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all!�

�

It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came!�

Somehow or other, it came just the same!�

And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine�

Stood puzzling and puzzling.�

“Just how can it be?”�

�

“It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies,�

It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.”�

Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before.�

“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come 

from a store.�

�

Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.”�

And what happened then?�

Well....the story’s not done.�

What will YOU do?�

�

Will you share with that one�

Or two or more people needing hope in this night?�

Will you share the source of your life in this fight?�

The churches are empty � but so is the tomb,�

And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom.�

�

So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer,�

As the virus still rages all around, everywhere.�

�

May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people.�

May the world see the church is not a building or steeple.�

May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection,�

May the world find Joy in a time of dejection.�

�

May 2020 be known as the year of survival,�

But not only that ��

Let it start a revival!�

Home in Heaven�

�

A pastor and a taxi driver both died and went to heaven. St. 

Peter was at the pearly gates waiting for them. �

 �

“Come with me,” said St. Peter to the taxi driver. �

 �

The taxi driver did as he was told and followed St. Peter to a 

mansion. It had everything you could imagine, from a bowling 

alley to an Olympic�sized swimming pool. �

 �

“Wow, thank you,” said the taxi driver. �

 �

Next, St. Peter led the pastor to a rugged old shack with a bunk 

bed and a little old television set. �

 �

“Wait, I think you are a little mixed up,” said the pastor. 

“Shouldn’t I be the one who gets the mansion? After all, I was 

a pastor, went to church every day, and preached God’s word.”�

 �

“Yes, that’s true,” said St. Peter. “But during your sermons, 

people slept. When the taxi driver drove, everyone prayed.”�

�

�

What Next?�

�

God was talking to one of his angels and said, “Do you know 

what I have just done? I’ve just created a 24�hour period of 

alternating light and darkness on Earth. Isn’t that great?”�

�

The angel said, “Yes, but what will you do now?”�

�

God said, “I think I’ll call it a day.”�

�

©LPi�
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We Connect  

St. Pius X Seniors�

Lou Fabiano, President�

�

�

�

�

�

Next Meeting: May 12

th

�

TENTATIVE

�

(See details below)�

�

�

Events &Trips�

�

May 6: Pompei Restaurant, Luncheon/entertainment, 

$45pp, no transportation �

May 12: Mass for deceased members at�8:45am, St. Pius 

Church followed by Regular Meeting at BCC,  

Nominations, Lenny Symans to speak on weather �

May 19: Regular Meeting at BCC @10am, Nominations 

& Auction�

Annual Membership dues of $20 are �

due no later than June 30, 2020�

�

For information on upcoming trips or events, please 

call Lenny or Caroline Schroeder at�(516)596�2348.�

�

Membership:  Questions about membership, please call 

Vic Orlando at�(631)414�7899.�

�

Sunshine: Please call Rose Bell at (516) 694�9086 or 

(516) 574�9834 with information regarding illnesses, etc.�

St. Pius X Columbiettes�

Michelle Mascolo, President �

�

�

NO MEETINGS in APRIL�

�

�

St. Pius X Rosary Society�

Barbara Brown, President �

�

ALL women of the parish invited to join!�

�

�

NO MEETING in APRIL�

St. Pius X Knights �

of Columbus�

Tom Hoefling, Grand Knight �

�

�

ALL Meetings suspended �

until further notice�

�

For information, contact Tom at thoefling@optonline.net�
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Annual Golf Outing - RESCHEDULED to Sept 3

rd

 

Thursday, September 3

rd

, 2020�
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�

Keep us Updated!�

Have you moved? Married? Changed your email 

address?  Help us keep our parish database up�to

�date by sending us such changes via e�mail to: 

spxrecty@optonline.net or call the Parish Office 

at 516�938�3956.  Remember to include your 

name, address, phone, cell, email and other 

relevant information.�

�

We Need You!�

We invite you to review our ministries and get 

involved! If you wish to volunteer for any 

ministry, please contact Fr. Valentine at 

FrVal.STPX@gmail.com or 516�938�3956 for 

more information.�

�

Ministry for the Sick and Homebound�

Please inform us about parishioners or loved 

ones who are hospitalized, homebound or in a 

nursing home by e�mailing the pastor at 

FrVal.STPX@gmail.com or call the Parish �

Office at 516�938�3956. �

�

Visit our Website!�

Check the parish website to stay current with 

parish activities and events www.stpiusxrc.com�

�

Download our APP !�

(available for iphone & �

Android)�

�

Follow us on Facebook, 

Twitter & Instagram!�

Stay Connected 

       Pope Francis �

       @Pontifex�

�

We will either bet on 

life, in favor of the resurrection of 

our people, or we will bet on the 

god of money, turning back to the tomb of hunger, 

slavery, war, the making of weapons, of children 

without an education. �

Tweet of the Week 

 

We Belong Parish Info 
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�

Welcome! �

We are glad you are here. We encourage you to 

explore the offerings of our parish. We think you will 

find much here to encourage your engagement in our 

common spiritual journey.�

�

If you regularly worship at St. Pius X Parish, we ask 

that you register with us. Simply e�mail Fr. Valentine 

at FrVal.STPX@gmail.com or call the Parish Office at 

516�938�3956.�

�

Welcome! Many families with children tend to 

worship at the monthly Family Mass at 10:30am as 

well as the 5:15pm Mass on Saturdays which offers 

contemporary music. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Here are some suggestions to parents to help their 

children learn to pray the Mass, and create a reverent, 

prayerful atmosphere at Mass for all ages.�

�

�� If you have time, visit the church and walk your 

child around the worship space and acquaint them 

with the art, statues and architecture of our 

beautiful Catholic tradition. Show them the 

baptismal font and talk about their baptism. Point 

out the beauty of our stained glass. Stop by the 

Parish Office � if the pastor is available, he will 

gladly accompany you on your visit.�

��For Mass, arrive early to use the restroom, get a 

drink, and settle in. �

��Children are curious.  Sit toward the front. 

Children will be able to see what the priest is 

doing and with your help will pay more attention.�

��Help your children pray and embrace the Mass. 

The Mass offers a teaching moment with your 

children to develop a sense of reverence and 

respect for the Mass and the sacred. �

��Model full participation for your child by actively 

participating in the Mass responses and singing 

the hymns.  �

Fr. Valentine Rebello, Pastor�

� FrVal.STPX@gmail.com�

Fr. Chux Okochi, Weekend Assistant�

Deacon John Burkart, Deacon� �

�

FORMATION and COMMUNITY�

Lisa Abramo, Coordinator of Faith Formation�

� piuscat@optonline.net�

Anne Bantleon, Stewardship & Service Ministries�

Maryann Rietschlin, Adult Faith Formation�

Marion Celenza, Parish Special Events & Historian�

Steve Rhoads, Youth Ministry�

Brendan Von Runnen, Youth Ministry�

Louise Buchanan, RCIA�

Carol Ann DalCeredo, Bereavement�

�

LITURGY and MUSIC�

Sal Spano, Liturgy�

Teresa Arrigo, Director of Music�

Maureen Lomenzo & Robin Yakacki,�

  Contemporary Ensemble �

�

ADMINISTRATION�

Rosann Kelly, Parish Administrator�

� admstpx@gmail.com�

Sarah Sedita, Secretary, Parish Office�

   spxrecty@optonline.net�

Ann Zirpolo, Secretary, Parish Office �

Gabriela Feijoo, Receptionist, Parish Office�

Isabelle Notaro, Receptionist, Parish Office�

Vivien Reyes, Receptionist, Parish Office�

José Pin�Amen, Manager of Facilities�

�

SACRISTAN�

Gabriela Feijoo, Brandon Humbert, Vivien Reyes, 

Michaela Sedita�

�

PARISH TRUSTEES�

Mercedes Colwin, Charles Pendola�

�

PARISH COUNCIL�

Sal Spano (ex officio), Jay Asparro, Anne Bantleon (ex 

officio), Clare Crossley, Ryan Farrell, Laura Feijoo, 

Brandon Humbert, Carly Kuzma, Catherine Polz, 

Steve Rhoads (ex officio), Phil Saglimbene, Claudia 

Stewart�

�

FINANCE COUNCIL�

Dario Rossi (Chairperson), Argante Cappelli, Michael 

Cardello, Kathleen Wright�

Parish Staff Welcome Newcomers 
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 ELECTRONIX SYSTEMS
 Central Station Alarms, Inc.
 1555 New York Ave., Huntington Station
 Fred J. Leonardo, President   (631) 271-4000
 ALARMS • INSTALLED • MONITORED • SERVICED

GREENFIELD’S

Commack 1 Garet Place
(631) 864-2224 Pharmacy (631) 864-0828

Country Pointe 1675 Old Country Road
(516) 694-0640 Pharmacy (516) 694-0636

Plainview Centre 444 Woodbury Road
(516) 938-0240 Pharmacy (516) 938-6850

Bethpage 3901 Hempstead Turnpike
(516) 731-0130

New Hyde Park 2335 New Hyde Park Road
(516) 352-1603

 Plainview’s Favorite Meeting Place!
 1133 Old Country Road
 Plainview, NY 11803
 Tel 516-931-7698 • Fax 516-931-1569
 www.townbagel.com
 Your Favorite Sandwiches, Wraps, Paninis,
 Chopped Salads and so much more
 EAT IN OR TAKE OUT!
 “We’re More Than Just A Bagel Store!”of Plainview

You care about your aging parents. And 
yet, sometimes, you just don’t know the 
best way to help them, especially when 
they are trying to remain independent.
Seniors Helping Seniors® is an exceptional 
program of care and caring that matches 
seniors who want to provide services with 
those who are looking for help.
• Meal prep/cooking
• Light housekeeping
• Companionship
• Mobility assistance
• Grocery shopping
• Pet care | Yardwork

Call us today. It’s just like getting a little 
help from your friends. If you’re interested 
in becoming a provider, we would like to 

hear from you too.

516-390-8938
©2008 Each office is independently owned and operated. All trademarks 
are registered trademarks of Corporate Mutual Resources Incorporated.

PHIL CEPARANO Plumbing & Heating
All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped
Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat

Waste & Water Lines
Residential Specialist

 ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER
 Highly Recommended By His Customers
 TRY ME ONCE
 YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE

516-454-6557

 QUICK EMERGENCY RESPONSE 24 HR. 7 DAYS

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com

Serving the Parish Area

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau

No Job Too Small Insured

And 
Holidays

Repair or
Replace

1655 Old Country Road, Plainview, NY 
(516) 935-8385

www.triohardware.com
The BEST Old Fashioned Mom & Pop Hardware Store 

VINCENT J. VOMERO, D.D.S.
General, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry
Initial Exam-Xrays Free For St. Pius X Parishioners

Exam-Xrays-Cleaning $75.00
996 Old Country Rd., Plainview     516-931-6055

 Plainview
 Diner
 Restaurant
1094 Old Country Rd. (at Manetto Hill Rd)

Plainview
Tel: (516) 822-0766

Board Certified • Fellowship Trained
OPEN MRI

John J. Leppard, M.D., F.A.A.O.S., F.A.C.S.
Salvatore J. Corso, M.D., F.A.A.O.S.
Jeffrey N. Guttman, M.D., F.A.A.O.S
Lee M. Kupersmith, M.D., F.A.A.O.S
Jonathan R. Mallen, M.D. F.A.A.O.S

205 Froelich Farm Blvd., Woodbury, NY 11797
Tel: (516) 364-0070 • Fax: (516) 364-0242

www.osaliortho.com
Office Hours By Appointment

Contact Al Wickenheiser to place an ad today! 
awickenheiser@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6409

Hearing solutions
starting at $99/mo

100 Manetto Hill Rd, Ste 102A

516.342.7793
HearingCenterofPlainview.com

516-796-2100

For All Your Plumbing Needs

All Plumbing
Repairs All

Bathroom Leaks
SPECIAL DISCOUNT 
FOR ALL VETERANS 

& MILITARY FAMILIES

Licensed Master
Plumber

Serving the community
SINCE 1990

 www.kensfaucetandtoiletrepairs.com

Luxury Independent Living For Active Adults
See What Everyone’s Talking About! Visit Our Welcome Center For a Preview
◉ Studio, One & Two Bedroom apartments with full baths & kitchen
◉ Three daily restaurant-style meals, cocktail lounge
◉ Indoor and outdoor pools with sauna, putting green

NO BUY-IN REQUIRED!

Opening in 2020 but dOn’t wait! depOsits nOw accepted!
9 GERHARD ROAD, PLAINVIEW, NY • 516-827-6949

NANCY TERRANO
 Parishioner of St Pius X 
 GUIDING YOU THROUGH 
 ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
 750 Old Bethpage Road
 Old Bethpage, NY 11804

 Mobile: 516.459.0483
 nancyterrano4@gmail.com
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Good News Book Store
& Religious Goods

155 Larkfield Road • East Northport, NY 11731
(631) 757-5423

Joan & George Lang • www.goodnewsbooks.com
glang@goodnewsbooks.com

Hours: Closed Sunday and Monday
Tuesday-Friday 11:00 to 6:00 • Saturday 11:00 to 5:00

CAROL S. POETSCH
Parishioner / Associate Broker

Cell 516-639-7730

Douglas Elliman Real Estate
Serving Manhattan to Montawk

BRINGING CHRIST’S HEALING
MISSION TO THE COMMUNITIES

WE SERVE.
Catholic Health Services 
has first-class doctors
and hospitals across

Long Island.  
For one near you, call  

855-CHS-4500.

teacherspetschildcare.com

St. Pius X Conference Center
270 Washington Ave.
Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 931-8204

LesLie WeibLe - executive Director

Hicksville
47 Jerusalem Avenue

(516) 931-0262
www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com

Other Locations:
Levittown • Floral Park

New Hyde Park • Williston Park
Beth Dalton-Costello

The Little Flower Salon
Let the salon come to you in your home.
Blowstyles, Hairsets & Rollersets • Permanents • Keratin 

Highlighting • Single Process, & More.
Licensed Cosmetologist • Quality service for over  

25 years specializing in the elderly and homebound.
Call Theresa Caputo 516-319-7052

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL HOMES
 125 Old Country Road 655 Old Country Road 
 Hicksville, NY 11801 Plainview, NY 11803 
 (516) 935-7100 (516) 938-4311

“Our Service                 Speaks For Itself”

PRE-ARRANGEMENT
COUNSELING AVAILABLE

1161-1165 Old Country Rd. • Plainview
516-932-2222 • Fax 516-932-4444

Gourmet Catering • Fine Foods
Gift Baskets • Prime Meats

Produce • Fresh Poultry
Delicatessen • Prepared Foods

Finest Imports Products & Cheeses

When you’re in the mood for good times and great cuisine,
Piccola Bussola is the place to be. A Family Tradition Since 1957

CATERING FOR PRIVATE PARTIES
970 West Jericho Turnpike, Huntington, NY 11743 | (631) 692-6300

Like us on Facebook      for News and Special Offers.


