
�

�

TRANSFIGURATION OF  

THE LORD PARISH 

December 18, 2022 

23 South Fifth Avenue, Highland Park, NJ 08904 

Phone:  732-572-0977 • Fax:  732-572-7497 

Website:  transfiguration-parish.com  

Parish Email:  transfiguration.parish@verizon.net  

Religious Education Email:  edisonparish@verizon.net 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

Corner of 6th & Raritan Avenue 

Highland Park, NJ 08904 

Guardian Angels Church 

37 Plainfield Avenue 

 Edison, NJ 08817 

St. Paul the Apostle 

Sunday – 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Spanish Mass 

Daily Mass:  Mon. Wed. and Fri. – 8:00 a.m. 

Guardian Angels 

Saturday Vigil–4:00 p.m. Sunday – 8:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

Daily Mass:  Tues. Thurs. and Sat. 9:00 a.m. 

Sacrament of Penance Saturday 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Vision Statement  

The vision of Transfiguration of the Lord Parish is to have an enlightening and     

transforming experience of God through a greater faith and knowledge of Jesus. 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION AS ANNOUNCED IN BULLETIN  

Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual Help:  after the 8:00 a.m. Mass, Wednesday, St. Paul’s 

Novenas for Miraculous Medal and St. Jude:  Tuesday after 9 a.m. Mass, Guardian Angels 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

Staff 

Rev. Abraham Lotha, PhD, Pastor 

Deacon Edward Krupa. Deacon Ubaldo Valdez (part-time)  

Maria Singares: Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

Parish Office Hours—Monday through Thursday—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   Friday—9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick:  Any parishioner who is sick, aged 

or incapacitated may receive the Eucharist at home. Please 

contact the Parish Office to have a priest visit you at home or 

in the  hospital. 

Parish Membership:  We welcome new members to our Parish 

family and request you register in the Parish as soon as possi-

ble. Active membership is determined by registration, faithful 

participation and giving of one’s time, talent and resources to 

this community of faith.  The parish cannot issue certificates 

of eligibility for sacramental sponsorship, give recommen-

dations or character references if a person is not an active 

parishioner. 

Sacrament of Matrimony:  The Sacrament of Matrimony re-

quires a time of spiritual, intellectual and emotional prepara-

tion.  Couples should arrange with the Parish Office one (1) 

year prior to the wedding date. Please call the parish office for 

an appointment with the pastor prior to making any other wed-

ding plans.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  Anyone who feels 

called by God to become a member of the Catholic Church par-

ticipates in the RCIA Program. A series of instructions and li-

turgical ceremonies designed to give total formation in the 

Catholic Faith.  

The Sacrament of Baptism:   

Baptism is the celebration through which a child is brought 

into the faith of the Catholic Church. Parents must be regis-

tered and practicing members of the parish. Parents and    

sponsors are required to attend a pre-baptismal class.      

Sponsors must be practicing Catholics in good standing and 

able to    obtain a certificate of eligibility from their parish. 
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TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD PARISH           DECEMBER 18, 2022 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday, December 19 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

8:00 a.m.     People of the Parish 

  Marie & Jack Robinson� 

Tuesday, December 20 

Guardian Angels Church 

9:00 a.m. Corinna Heffernan� 

Wednesday, December 21 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

8:00 a.m. Grace Ciotta� 

 Requested by: St. Vincent de Paul 

Thursday, December 22 

Guardian Angels Church 

9:00 a.m. The Ring & Ford Family 

 Requested by: Janet Ford 

Friday, December 23 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

8:00 a.m.  John & Alice Riordan 

 Requested by: Geri Flanagan 

  Betty & Lou Antonelli� 

 Requested by: Dan & Betty Lou Varady 

Saturday, December 24 

Guardian Angels Church 

9:00 a.m.  Catherine Varites� 

 Requested by: Terry Varites 

4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass. Peoples of the Parish 

9:00 p.m.  Night Mass. People of the Parish  

Sunday, December 25: The Nativity of the Lord 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

9:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 

12:30 p.m. People of the Parish 

Guardian Angels Church 

8:00 a.m. People of the Parish 

11:00 a.m.    People of the Parish  

  

Prayers for Military Personnel 

Sgt. Kevin Klemick, Marines. Captain Hayes Cozza, Marines.  

First Lieutenant Santino Cozza, Air Force. Corporal Thomas 

G. Monahan, Marines. SPC. Brandon D’Souza. Airman Tama-

ri Bailey, Air Force. Captain Michael Asprocola, Marines.  

Sgt. Preston Zalek, Army. Chief Petty Officer Joseph M. 

Zalek, Navy. SR Cullen McArdle, Navy. Sgt. Juan A. 

Alejandro, Army.  

Jake Loftus, USN.  

Please call the Parish Office if you have a family member 

serving in the Armed Services & would like to be included.   

Please pray for the sick and homebound 

Peggy Abecker, Ruth Bach, Dorothy Baum, Rita Beckhorn, 

Carol Byrne, Charles Byrne, Theresa Byrne, Steven Dempsey, 

Migdalia Diaz, Betty Dick, Dee Donnelly, Josephine Genew-

ski, Martha Gutierrez, Mark Iannacone, Sr. Donna Kane, 

Brittany Knapp, John Kriegl, Anthony Lepore, Adam Lubon-

ski, Donovan Mak, Dolores Neumann, Stephanie P., Paul 

Pachucki, Ellen Pelosi, Richie Rausch, Jaxson Rivera, Anto-

nia Sacristan, Robert F. Santoro, Jack Santos, Mickey Schia-

vone, Joseph Skalla,  Steve & Alice Marie Sloss, Christina 

Stevenson, Helen Szaranowski, Jean Toth, Frank Valendo, 

Joe Valendo, Jack Wiegartner, Tina Wolak, William B. Zalek, 

Jimmy Andrade, Maryanne Boncelet and Conor Chim. 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

Guardian Angels 

Saturday, December 24             4:00 p.m. 

Lector:                                 Mary Anne Day 

Eucharistic Minister:           Hermie Tenchavez 

Ushers:                R. Marlow, T. Cherepon, M. Cherepon    

Saturday, December 24             9:00 p.m. 

Lector:                 Catherine O’Neill                          

Eucharistic Minister:           Carla Guerreiro 

Sunday, December 25                                     8:00 a.m. 

Lector:                Peter Staples 

Eucharistic Ministers:        Rodel Santos 

          Angelo Damone 

Ushers:                                 A. Damone, M. Mehalick 

Sunday, December 25                                    11:00 a.m. 

Lector:           Theresa Angelillo 

Eucharistic Minister:            Judy Barta 

Ushers:          T.  Sinker, J. Virrey, P. Weir  

St. Paul the Apostle 

Sunday, December 25                                     9:30 a.m. 

Lectors:          Joan Jobbins         

Eucharistic Minister:             Carla Guerreiro 

Ushers:                              J. Adadevoh           

Spend Some Time With Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Adoration�

Saturdays at Guardian Angels Church 

9:30 AM – 12:00 Noon�

Followed by Benediction�

�

Spending 	me in adora	on�can bring us peace,         �

consola	on, joy, and healing�

We invite all  our parishioners to take part�

 in this special prayer 	me�

Thank you to the following donors for 2023 

 

Breaking Bread Hymnals: $2,500 in Memory of Albert & 

Angelica Garlatti and Maria Harrison 

Celebremos: $900  (Anonymous and $100 by Catherine 

O’Neill) 

Wine: $500 in memory of William & Arlene Eichler 

Hosts: $1,500 – Paul Bravo 

Gluten Free Hosts: $100 - Anonymous 

Palm Leaves: $600 – Jose & Lydia Salamante 
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 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT                DECEMBER 18, 2022 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Friday, December 30, Year-End Party. 

Sunday, January 8,  Three Kings Celebration. 

Thursday, April 20, First Reconciliation at 7p.m. St. Paul's  

Wednesday, May 31, Confirmation at 7pm, Guardian Angels  

Sunday, June 4, First Holy Communion at 11:00 a.m. Mass  

 OFFERINGS:                          12/11               

Sunday Offering   $  5,603.00  

Bring a Dollar   $     135.00  

ShopRite   $     100.00    

Christmas Flowers  $     332.00  

Works of Mercy   $  1,354.41  

Immac. Conception  $  1,178.00 

Votives    $       92.00 

Religious Retired  $  1,754.00 

Christmas   $     200.00 

 

Guardian Angels Parking Lot Drainage Repairs 

Catch basin. Remove existing steel grate. Install new con-

crete block, reinstall collar and grate. Labor and material 

cost $5,500.00. 

Bring a Dollar      $1,298.00   

Shoprite     $   600.00 

Donation    $2,781.00 

Hispanic Community                   $     83.00 

Ministries Appreciation Dinner 50/50    $   247.00 

Total 12/11     $5,009.00 

 

eGIVING 

eGiving lets you streamline your stewardship and support 

Transfiguration of the Lord Parish grow the ministries you 

care about most. eGiving provides steady, consistent sup-

port so we can empower our mission in support of our par-

ish families and our community. Sign up at faith.direct/

NJ1058 or call their toll-free number 866-507-8787. Thank 

you for your support our parish! 

 

 

 

 

 

Please bless you parish with your generosity with a one 

time Christmas Gift!  

 

Second Collection 

The Second Collection this weekend, 12/17, 18 will be for 

Snow Removal. Please be as generous as your means allow. 

Advent and Christmas Schedule, 2022 

 

December 24th: Christmas Vigil 

4:00 PM Christmas Vigil Mass at Guardian Angels 

9:00 PM Christmas Night Mass at Guardian Angels 

 

December 25th Christmas Day: 

8:00 AM Mass at Guardian Angels 

9:30 AM Mass at St. Paul's 

11:00 AM Mass at Guardian Angels 

12:30 PM Spanish Mass at St. Paul's 

 

Advent Confessions every Saturday at 3:00 PM at Guardi-

an Angels 

 

Collections: The Second Collection on the weekend of De-

cember 24/25, will be for Christmas Collection. The First 

Collection will be the normal Sunday offertory collec-

tion.  Please be as generous as your means allow.  

 

Year-End Party: Friday, December 30  

Blessed Advent! 

Christmas with  

Bishop Checchio  

Bishop James Checchio will cele-

brate the 4:00  p.m. Christmas Vigil 

Mass at Guardian Angels on Satur-

day, December 24. All are welcome! 

Share the Blessings of Advent 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Blessed Advent to you all. We light the season with hope, 

love, joy, and peace while we await the coming of our Lord!  

  

The parish ministries you support help us to spread Christ’s 

love in our community and share His mercy with those in 

need. Your generous gifts to Transfiguration of the Lord Par-

ish are greatly appreciated. Thank you for your faithful sup-

port! To sustain these works, I’d like to ask you to consider 

taking the next step in your stewardship by embracing eGiv-

ing. 

  

We partner with Faith Direct for a secure eGiving option that 

lets you support the ministries you care about, even if you 

can’t attend Mass. eGiving is a safe, simple solution. When 

you choose a recurring monthly gift, you provide our parish 

consistent support that lets us better plan and budget for 

programs that allow us to build God’s kingdom throughout 

our community. 

  

Please, prayerfully consider eGiving as a way for you to 

make sure that your faithful support will always make a 

difference for our parish. It is easy to do. Enroll today 

faith.direct/NJ1058. You can also call Faith Direct toll-free 

at 866-507-8757 to speak with someone directly. 

  

For those already enrolled, I want to thank you for your par-

ticipation in the Faith Direct electronic giving program! I 

would humbly ask that you consider increasing your tithe.  

  

Thank you for being a member of Transfiguration of the Lord 

Parish and may God bless your generosity. 

 

In Christ,  

Fr. Abraham 

Second Collection 

The Second Collection the next weekend of December  24/25, 

2022, will be for Christmas Collection. The First Collection 

will be the normal Sunday offertory collection.  Please be as 

generous as your means allow. �

Churches Decoration: Voluntaries needed 

The decoration committees will decorate our Churches 

for Christmas on Sunday December 18 at following 

times: 

Guardian Angels: soon after 11:00 a.m. Mass 

St. Paul’s: soon after 12:30 p.m. Spanish Mass 

All volunteers are welcome! 
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TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD PARISH�

Iglesia San Pablo El Apostol 18 de Diciembre de 2022, Tercer Domingo de Adviento 

Nuestra Visión Parroquial 

La visión de la Parróquia de la Transfiguración del Señor es vivir una experiencia de Dios que nos ilumine y nos  

transforme a causa de un mejor conocimiento de Jesús y una fé mayor en Él.�

Membresia Parroquial 

Nuevos residents de la comunidad son bienvenidos a registrarse 

como feligreses.  Tambien les pedimos que cualquier combio de 

direccion, correo electronico o numbero de telefono sea sometido 

a la oficina de la parroquia con prontitud. 

Coordinadores 

Lectores:  Luisa Torres (12/25/2022) 

El sacramento del bautismo  

El bautismo es la celebración a través de la cual un niño es lleva-

do a la fe de la Iglesia Católica. Los padres deben estar registra-

dos y practicando miembros de la parroquia. Los padres están 

obligados a asistir a una clase pre-bautismal. Los padrinos 

deben ser católicos practicantes y poder obtener un certificado de 

elegibilidad de su parroquia.   

Cuidado pastoral de los enfermos  

Cualquier feligrés que esté enfermo, envejecido o incapacitado 

puede recibir la eucaristía en casa. Por favor llame a la oficina de 

la parroquia.     

CONCELEBRACIÓN EUCARÍSTICA 

HOMILÍA DEL SANTO PADRE 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas, es doloroso ver que esta 

parábola es todavía historia de nuestros días: las injusticias, 

las disparidades, los recursos de las tierra distribuidos de 

forma desigual, los abusos de los poderosos contra los dé-

biles, la indiferencia ante el grito de los pobres, el abismo 

que cavamos día a día generando marginación, no pueden —

todas estas cosas— dejarnos indiferentes. Y entonces hoy, 

juntos, reconozcamos que la Eucaristía es profecía de un 

mundo nuevo, es la presencia de Jesús que nos pide com-

prometernos para que ocurra una conversión efectiva: con-

versión de la indiferencia a la compasión, conversión del 

derroche al compartir, conversión del egoísmo al amor, con-

versión del individualismo a la fraternidad. 

 

Hermanos y hermanas, soñemos. Soñemos una Iglesia así: 

una Iglesia eucarística. Hecha de mujeres y hombres que se 

parten como pan para todos aquellos que mastican la sole-

dad y la pobreza, para aquellos que están hambrientos de 

ternura y de compasión, para aquellos cuya vida se está 

desmoronando porque ha faltado la buena levadura de la 

esperanza. Una Iglesia que se arrodilla delante de la Eu-

caristía y adora con asombro al Señor presente en el pan; 

pero que sabe también inclinarse con compasión y ternura 

ante las heridas de quien sufre, levantando a los pobres, 

secando las lágrimas de quien sufre, haciéndose pan de es-

peranza y de alegría para todos. Porque no hay un verdadero 

culto eucarístico sin compasión para los muchos “Lázaros” 

que también hoy caminan a nuestro lado. ¡Muchos! 

Comparta las bendiciones de Adviento �

�

Queridos hermanos y hermanas,�

     Adviento está sobre nosotros. ¡Encendemos nuestra tem-

porada con esperanza, amor, alegría y paz mientras esperamos 

la venida de nuestro Señor! Es un tiempo para prepararnos para 

la llegada de Cristo y reflexionar sobre cómo le servimos.�

     Los ministerios parroquiales que apoya nos ayudan a di-

fundir el amor de Cristo en nuestra comunidad y compartir su 

misericordia con los necesitados. Sus generosas donaciones a 

Transfiguration of the Lord son muy apreciadas. ¡Gracias por 

su fiel apoyo! Para sostener estos trabajos, me gustaría pedirle 

que considere dar el siguiente paso en su administración al 

adoptar eGiving.�

     Nos asociamos con Faith Direct para una opción segura de 

eGiving que le permite apoyar los ministerios que le interesan, 

incluso si no puede asistir a Misa. eGiving es una solución se-

gura y simple. Cuando elige una donación mensual recurrente, 

brinda a nuestra parroquia un apoyo constante que nos permite 

planificar y presupuestar mejor los programas que nos permiten 

construir el reino de Dios en toda nuestra comunidad.�

     Por favor, considere en oración la donación electrónica co-

mo una forma de asegurarse de que su fiel apoyo siempre haga 

una diferencia para Transfiguration of the Lord. Es fácil de 

hacer. Inscríbase hoy completando faith.direct/NJ1058. 

También puede llamar sin cargo a Faith Direct al 866�507�

8757 para hablar directamente con alguien.�

     Para aquellos que ya están inscritos, ¡quiero agradecerles 

por su participación en el programa de donaciones electrónicas 

de Faith Direct! Humildemente le pido que considere aumentar 

su diezmo. �

     Gracias por ser parte de Transfiguration of the Lord Parish y 

que Dios bendiga su generosidad.�

�

En Cristo,�

�

Padre Abraham�

Mañanitas en la Iglesia de San Pablo el Apostol 

Festividad de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe 
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Amoris Laetitia: �The logic of pastoral mercy  

313. Charity takes on different hues, depending on the state 

of life to which we have been called. Several decades ago, in 

speaking of the lay apostolate, the Second Vatican Council 

emphasized the spirituality born of family life. The Council 

stated that lay spirituality “will take its particular character 

from the circumstances of… married and family life”,367 and 

that “family cares should not be foreign” to that spirituali-

ty.368 It is worth pausing to describe certain basic character-

istics of this specific spirituality that unfolds in family life 

and its relationships. 

314. We have always spoken of how God dwells in the hearts 

of those living in his grace. Today we can add that the Trinity 

is present in the temple of marital communion. Just as God 

dwells in the praises of his people (cf. Ps 22:3), so he dwells 

deep within the marital love that gives him glory. 

Our “Year-End Party”  is back! It will be a fun filled 

evening of delicious food, music with a DJ and 

dancing. Still only $25.  Held in the Guardian An-

gels Hall from 6 to 10pm on Dec. 30th. Tickets on 

sale after Mass at both churches and at the parish 

office. See you there! 

Parish Trips 2023 

Pilgrimage to Fatima & Lourdes with Barcelona 

September 24 to October 3, Travel to two of the 

world's most revered pilgrimage centers and experi-

ence the wonderful cultures and beauty of Portugal, 

France, and Spain. Spend time reflecting and ex-

ploring the famous Basilica in Fatima and the 

tombs of Francisco and Jacinto.  Visit the moving 

Grotto where Our Lady appeared to Bernadette. 

End in vibrant Barcelona, and view Antoni Gaudi’s 

unfinished masterpiece La Sagrada Familia, also a 

UNESCO World Heritage site. 

Learn about this trip here:    https://

gateway.gocollette.com/link/1123355 

 

European Christmas Markets 11/25-12/3 

Set out on a grand holiday adventure through the 

winter wonderland of the Imperial Cities of Central 

Europe – Prague, Vienna and Budapest. Along the 

way, immerse yourself in festive Christmas mar-

kets, experience cultural traditions, sample local 

cuisine, and glimpse this region’s rich history. 

Learn about this trip here:    https://

gateway.gocollette.com/link/1145546  

 

 

Join us at 2:00pm on Tuesday January 10th to 

learn more about these trips of a lifetime. 

RSVP to: transfiguration.parish@verizon.net  

PARISH MASS HEADCOUNT, NOVEMBER 2022 

 

Mass Time  Church  11/5-6  11/12-13   11/19-20  11/26-27  

�

Saturday 

4:00 PM       G.A       110       142           118             137  

 

Sunday 

8:00 AM        G.A         78        69             82  93 

9:30 AM        S.P        117         106              97  87 

11:00 AM     G.A        118         126          109            118  

12:30 PM     S.P          86       108           81              106  

 

Weekend Total       509        551          487           541  

Ministries Appreciation Dinner, 2022 

Christmas Trees at St. Paul's 

Christmas Trees at Guardian Angels 
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Resurrection Cemetery
Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway

Grand Opening of the Mausoleum of the Holy Spirit

Holy Cross Cemetery
840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg

Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum • Crematorium On Site

For Your Peace of Mind & Information: 800-943-8400

 THE DIOCESE OF
 METUCHEN
 Catholic Cemeteries

DIOMETUCHEN.ORG/CEMETERIES

C. F. T. TAX, INC. 
Paul Bravo - Parishioner

Bookkeeping & Tax Return
Open Year Round

1060 Amboy Ave., 
Edison, NJ 08837

 
Bus. Tel. 732-626-5900 

www.cfttaxinc.com
brapa2@aol.com

908.822.0070
2177 Oak Tree Rd, Ste 203 Edison, NJ
www.edisonophthalmology.com

We are committed to making your experience as pleasant as possible 
while providing nothing but the  highest quality of professional care.

John John C. Park, M.D. C. Park, M.D. 
Lorin R. Press, M.D.Lorin R. Press, M.D.
Barbara H. Schwartz, M.D.Barbara H. Schwartz, M.D.
COMPREHENSIVE CATARACT
CORNEA • GLAUCOMA
REFRACTIVE SURGERY

JAQUI-KUHN FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Families Since 1933”

Daniel Simone, CFSP, Manager-Owner, NJ Lic. No 3347 
Parishioner, Member of Knights of Columbus, Council 6306

17 South Adelaide Ave. • Highland Park, NJ (732) 545-0606
www.jkfuneralhome.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Douglas Shaller

dshaller@4LPi.com
 (800) 477-4574 x6458


