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January 1, 2023
23 South Fifth Avenue, Highland Park, NJ 08904
Phone: 732-572-0977 » Fax: 732-572-7497
Website: transfiguration-parish.com
Parish Email: transfiguration.parish@verizon.net
Religious Education Email: edisonparish@verizon.net

St. Paul the Apostle Church Guardian Angels Church
Corner of 6th & Raritan Avenue 37 Plainfield Avenue
Highland Park, NJ 08904 Edison, NJ 08817

Vision Statement
The vision of Transfiguration of the Lord Parish is to have an enlightening and
transforming experience of God through a greater faith and knowledge of Jesus.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass

St. Paul the Apostle o Guardian Angels
Sunday — 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Spanish Mass Saturday Vigil-4:00 p.m. Sunday — 8:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Daily Mass: Mon. Wed. and Fri. — 8:00 a.m. Daily Mass: Tues. Thurs. and Sat. 9:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Penance Saturday 3:00 — 3:30 p.m.

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION AS ANNOUNCED IN BULLETIN
Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: after the 8:00 a.m. Mass, Wednesday, St. Paul’s
Novenas for Miraculous Medal and St. Jude: Tuesday after 9 a.m. Mass, Guardian Angels

Eucharistic Adoration
Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon at Guardian Angels

Staff
Rev. Abraham Lotha, PhD, Pastor
Deacon Edward Krupa. Deacon Ubaldo Valdez (part-time)
Maria Singares: Administrative Assistant/Secretary
Parish Office Hours—Monday through Thursday—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Friday—9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Parish Membership: We welcome new members to our Parish r e
family and request you register in the Parish as soon as possi-
ble. Active membership is determined by registration, faithful
participation and giving of one’s time, talent and resources to
this community of faith. The parish cannot issue certificates
of eligibility for sacramental sponsorship, give recommen-
dations or character references if a person is not an active
parishioner.

The Sacrament of Baptism:

Baptism is the celebration through which a child is brought
into the faith of the Catholic Church. Parents must be regis-
tered and practicing members of the parish. Parents and
sponsors are required to attend a pre-baptismal class.
Sponsors must be practicing Catholics in good standing and
able to obtain a certificate of eligibility from their parish.

Sacrament of Matrimony: The Sacrament of Matrimony re-
quires a time of spiritual, intellectual and emotional prepara-
tion. Couples should arrange with the Parish Office one (1)
year prior to the wedding date. Please call the parish office for
an appointment with the pastor prior to making any other wed-
ding plans.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: Anyone who feels
called by God to become a member of the Catholic Church par-
ticipates in the RCIA Program. A series of instructions and li-
turgical ceremonies designed to give total formation in the
Catholic Faith.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: Any parishioner who is sick, aged
or incapacitated may receive the Eucharist at home. Please
contact the Parish Office to have a priest visit you at home or
in the hospital.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, January 2
St. Paul the Apostle Church
8:00 a.m. People of the Parish
Earlene Perce Simicht
Requested by: Jeffrey Frank
Tuesday, January 3
Guardian Angels Church
9:00 a.m. Sharon Reillyt
Wednesday, January 4
St. Paul the Apostle Church
8:00 a.m. Jack Barrettt
Requested by: Tom Kelly
Thursday, January 5
Guardian Angels Church
9:00 a.m. Anna Racaniolle
Requested by: Anna Cunningham
Friday, January 6
St. Paul the Apostle Church
8:00 a.m. Elinor Deweest
Requested by: Carol Long
Saturday, January 7
Guardian Angels Church
9:00 a.m. Josephine Bonne
Requested by: Anna & Ron Cunningham
4:00 p.m. Rosemary Wolk+t
Requested by: Nick & Sharon Barne
Sunday, January 8: The Epiphany of the Lord -
Solemnity
St. Paul the Apostle Church
9:30 a.m. Loucina Valeri Bucciarellit
Requested by: Fiorella Valeri-Stark
12:30 p.m. Maria del Pilar Velasquez, Luis Aleman
Mena & Robert T. McGallt
Requested by: Mariluz Aleman McGall
Guardian Angels Church
8:00 a.m. Peter Pelletiert
Requested by: Alice Marie & Steve Sloss
11:00 a.m. Deceased Member of Grickowski
Familyt
Requested by: Joan Gage

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE

Guardian Angels
Saturday, January 7

4:00 p.m.

Lector: Peter Staples

Eucharistic Minister: Silvia H. de Colina

Ushers: R. Marlow, T. Cherepon, M. Cherepon
Sunday, January 8 8:00 a.m.
Lector: Mike White

Rodel Santos
Angelo Damone

Eucharistic Ministers:

Ushers: A. Damone, M. Mehalick
Sunday, January 8 11:00 a.m.
Lector: Karen Mohamed
Eucharistic Minister: Vivian Luna

Ushers: T. Sinker, J. Virrey, P. Weir

St. Paul the Apostle
Sunday, January 8
Lectors:

9:30 a.m.

Brittany Meklin
Orianna Terrado
Carla Guerreiro
J. Adadevoh

Eucharistic Minister:
Ushers:

Spend Some Time With Jesus

Eucharistic Adoration
Saturdays at Guardian Angels Church
9:30 AM - 12:00 Noon
Followed by Benediction

Spending time in adoration can bring us peace,
consolation, joy, and healing
We invite all our parishioners to take part
in this special prayer time

FORMED

We are excited to offer FORMED to our

entire parish for free. With award-winning
studies and F._-nu-.h programs, inspiring
audio content, Mmoviaes, e-books, and
farmily |r|--|||i|y kids' prograrmming. there is
something for evernyone on FORMED
To register for your free account and
claim our gift to you
1. Visit signup.formed.org
2. Enter our parish zip code or namea
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Thank you to the following donors for 2023

Breaking Bread Hymnals: $2,500 in Memory of Albert
& Angelica Garlatti and Maria Harrison

Celebremos: $900 (Anonymous and $100 by Catherine
O’Neill)

Wine: $500 in memory of William & Arlene Eichler
Hosts: $1,500 — Paul Bravo

Gluten Free Hosts: $100 - Anonymous

Palm Leaves: $600 — Jose & Lydia Salamante

Candles and Oils: $500 - Anonymous

If you are away during this season, please travel safe. You
can also look at our Parish website transfiguration-
parish.com to learn of events in our Parish.

Please pray for the sick and homebound

Peggy Abecker, Ruth Bach, Dorothy Baum, Rita Beckhorn,
Carol Byrne, Charles Byrne, Theresa Byrne, Steven Dempsey,
Migdalia Diaz, Betty Dick, Dee Donnelly, Josephine Genew-
ski, Martha Gutierrez, Mark lannacone, Sr. Donna Kane,
Brittany Knapp, John Kriegl, Anthony Lepore, Adam Lubon-
ski, Donovan Mak, Dolores Neumann, Stephanie P., Paul
Pachucki, Ellen Pelosi, Richie Rausch, Jaxson Rivera, Anto-
nia Sacristan, Robert F. Santoro, Jack Santos, Mickey Schia-
vone, Joseph Skalla, Steve & Alice Marie Sloss, Christina
Stevenson, Helen Szaranowski, Jean Toth, Frank Valendo,
Joe Valendo, Jack Wiegartner, Tina Wolak, William B. Zalek,
Jimmy Andrade, Maryanne Boncelet and Conor Chim.

Prayers for Military Personnel
Sgt. Kevin Klemick, Marines. Captain Hayes Cozza, Marines.
First Lieutenant Santino Cozza, Air Force. Corporal Thomas
G. Monahan, Marines. SPC. Brandon D’Souza. Airman Tama-
ri Bailey, Air Force. Captain Michael Asprocola, Marines.
Sgt. Preston Zalek, Army. Chief Petty Officer Joseph M.
Zalek, Navy. SR Cullen McArdle, Navy. Sgt. Juan A.
Alejandro, Army.
Jake Loftus, USN.
Please call the Parish Office if you have a family member
serving in the Armed Services & would like to be included.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 2023

Prayer to the Holy Family

Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
in you we contemplate
the splendor of true love;
to you we turn with trust.

Holy Family of Nazareth,
grant that our families too
may be places of communion and prayer,
authentic schools of the Gospel
and small domestic churches.

Holy Family of Nazareth,
may families never again experience
violence, rejection and division;
may all who have been hurt or scandalized
find ready comfort and healing.

Holy Family of Nazareth,
make us once more mindful
of the sacredness and inviolability of the family,

and its beauty in God’s plan. Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
Graciously hear our prayer. Amen.

Parish Office Closed 1/1/2023: In observance of New Year Day, the
Parish office will be closed on Monday, 1/2/2023

Congratulations
To Fred Gene
Parsons on

His First
Communion

At St Paul’s

On Sunday

December 18,

2023

Thank you and Congratulations to the whole cast of the
Christmas Pageant, 2022 at St. Paul's

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, January 8, Three Kings Celebration.
Thursday, April 20, First Reconciliation at 7p.m. St. Paul's
Wednesday, May 31, Confirmation at 7pm, Guardian Angels
Sunday, June 4, First Holy Communion at 11:00 a.m. Mass

OFFERINGS: 12/18 12/25
Sunday Offering $ 5,652.00 $ 7,830.00
Bring a Dollar $ 230.00 $ 126.00
ShopRite $ 100.00 $ 50.00
Christmas $ 135.00 $11,747.00
Christmas Flowers $ 199.00 $ 132.00
Works of Mercy $ 1,354.00 $ 0.00
Military $ 0.00 $ 177.00
Snow Removal $ 1,482.00 $ 0.00
Our Lady of Guadalupe $ 591.00 $ 0.00

Guardian Angels Parking Lot Repair
We have reached our goal of $5,500 for the Parking Lot Repair.
THANK YOU for your generous support.

Bring a Dollar $1,654.00
Shoprite $ 1750.00
Donations $2,781.00
Hispanic Community $ 83.00
Ministries Appreciation Dinner 50/50 $ 247.00
Total 12/11 $5,515.00

Guardian Angels Hall Roof Repair
Our next project beginning 1/1/2023, will be to repair the roof
for Guardian Angels Hall. We are currently collecting estimates.

Donation, Metuchen Comitium: $ 200.00
Donation (Nick Mitlo): $ 500.00
Knights of Columbus: $ 200.00
Total $ 900.00
eGIVING

eGiving lets you streamline your stewardship and support
Transfiguration of the Lord Parish grow the ministries you
care about most. eGiving provides steady, consistent sup-
port so we can empower our mission in support of our par-
ish families and our community. Sign up at faith.direct/
NJ1058 or call their toll-free number 866-507-8787. Thank
you for your support our parish!

Second Collection
The Second Collection this weekend will be for The Feast
of Epiphany.

Second Collection
The Second Collection next Weekend, January 7/8, 2023
will be for Together in Charity Diocesan Collection that will bene-
fit Catholic Charities' Parish Emergency Assistance Fund.

Arriving Soon!
Three Wise Men

Sunday, January 8

Look for the Star!

The Three Wise Men Clpart




TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD PARISH
Iglesia San Pablo El Apostol 1 de Enero de 2023, Octavo Dia de Navidad - Solemnidad de Santa Maria, Madre de Dios

Nuestra Vision Parroquial

La vision de la Parrdquia de la Transfiguracion del Sefior es vivir una experiencia de Dios que nos ilumine y nos
transforme a causa de un mejor conocimiento de Jesiis y una fé mayor en El.

Coordinadores
Lectores: Carmen Chanez (1/8/20223)

El sacramento del bautismo
El bautismo es la celebracion a través de la cual un nino es lleva-
do a la fe de la Iglesia Catolica. Los padres deben estar registra-
dos y practicando miembros de la parroquia. Los padres estan
obligados a asistir a una clase pre-bautismal. Los padrinos
deben ser catolicos practicantes y poder obtener un certificado de
elegibilidad de su parroquia.

Membresia Parroquial
Nuevos residents de la comunidad son bienvenidos a registrarse

como feligreses. Tambien les pedimos que cualquier combio de
direccion, correo electronico o numbero de telefono sea sometido
a la oficina de la parroquia con prontitud.

RCIA
Cualquiera que se sienta llamado por Dios para convertirse en
miembro de la Iglesia Catélica participa en el programa RICA.
Una serie de instrucciones y ceremonias litirgicas disefadas
para dar buena informacion en la fe catélica.

Cuidado pastoral de los enfermos
Cualquier feligrés que esté enfermo, envejecido o incapacitado
puede recibir la eucaristia en casa. Por favor llame a la oficina de
la parroquia.

FELIZ ANO NUEVO 2023

Pronto
llegaran!

Los Tres Reyes
Magos

Domigo, 8 de Enero

Busca la Estrella!

ESCUELA CATOLICA 2023 -2024 ASISTENCIA
DE MATRICULA

PROCESO DE APLICACION EN LINEA ABIERTO
Las familias interesadas en solicitar asistencia con la matri-
cula para acudir a una escuela primaria o secundaria elegi-
ble de la Diécesis de Metuchen, pueden presentar su solici-
tud en linea ahora a través FACTS Grant & Aid Assessment
en la direccién electronica https://online.factsmgt.com/
aid . Las solicitudes en linea deben completarse (incluida
toda la documentacion requerida) antes del 31 de Marzo de
2023. Las solicitudes estan disponibles en inglés y en espa-
nol. Las familias que necesiten ayuda para completar la soli-
citud en linea o necesiten acceso a una computadora para
postularse deben comunicarse directamente con su escuela.

NATIVIDAD DEL SENOR
HOMILIA DEL PAPA FRANCISCO
Basilica Vaticana, Sabado, 24 de diciembre de 2022

¢Qué es lo que le sigue diciendo esta noche a nuestras
vidas? Después de dos milenios del nacimiento de Jesus,
después de muchas Navidades festejadas entre adornos y
regalos, después de todo el consumismo que ha envuelto el
misterio que celebramos, hay un riesgo: sabemos muchas
cosas sobre la Navidad, pero nos olvidamos del significado. Y
entonces, ¢como encontrar de nuevo el sentido de la Navi-
dad? Y, sobre todo, ¢donde buscarlo? El Evangelio del naci-
miento de JesUis parece estar escrito precisamente para esto,
para tomarnos de la mano y llevarnos alli donde Dios quiere.
Sigamos el Evangelio.

De hecho, comienza con una situaciéon parecida a la nuestra.
Todos estan ocupados, disponiendo la realizacion de un im-
portante evento, el gran censo, que exigia muchos prepara-
tivos. En este sentido, el clima de entonces era semejante al
que rodea hoy la Navidad. Pero la narracién evangélica toma
distancia de aquel escenario mundano; se separa de esa
imagen para ir a encuadrar otra realidad, sobre la que in-
siste. Fija su atencién en un pequefio objeto, aparentemente
insignificante, que menciona tres veces y en el que convergen
los protagonistas de la narraciéon. En primer lugar, Maria,
que coloca a Jesus «en un pesebre» (Lc 2,7); después los
angeles, que anuncian a los pastores «un nifio recién nacido
envuelto en panales y acostado en un pesebre» (v. 12); final-
mente, los pastores, que encuentran «al recién nacidoa-
costado en el pesebre» (v. 16). Para encontrar de nuevo el
sentido de la Navidad hay que mirar alli, al pesebre. Pero,
¢por qué el pesebre es tan importante? Porque es el signo —
no casual— con el que Cristo entra en la escena del mundo.
Es el manifiesto con el que se presenta, el modo con el que
Dios nace en la historia para hacer renacer la historia. Por lo
tanto, ¢qué es lo que nos quiere decir a través del pesebre?
Nos quiere decir al menos tres cosas: la cercania, la pobre-
za y lo concreto.

1. La cercania. El pesebre sirve para llevar la comida cerca de
la boca y consumirla mas rapido. Puede asi simbolizar un
aspecto de la humanidad: la voracidad en el consumir.
Porque, mientras los animales en el establo consumen la
comida, los hombres en el mundo, hambrientos de poder y
de dinero, devoran de igual modo a sus vecinos, a sus her-
manos. jCuantas guerras! Y en tantos lugares, todavia hoy,
la dignidad y la libertad se pisotean. Y las principales victi-
mas de la voracidad humana siempre son los fragiles, los
débiles. En esta Navidad, como le sucedié a Jesus (cf. v. 7),
una humanidad insaciable de dinero, insaciable de poder e
insaciable de placer tampoco le hace sitio a los mas pequen-
os, a tantos nifios por nacer, a los pobres, a los olvidados.
Pienso sobre todo en los nifios devorados por las guerras, la
pobreza y la injusticia. Pero Jesus llega precisamente alli, un
nifio en el pesebre del descarte y del rechazo. En El, nifio de
Belén, esta cada nifno. Y esta la invitacién a mirar la vida, la
politica y la historia con los ojos de los nifios.En el pesebre
del rechazo y de la incomodidad, Dios se acomoda, llega alli,
porque alli esta el problema de la humanidad, la indiferencia
generada por la prisa voraz de poseer y consumir. Cristo
nace alli y en ese pesebre lo descubrimos cercano. Llega
donde se devora la comida para hacerse nuestro alimento.
Dios no es un padre que devora a sus hijos, sino el Padre que
en Jesus nos hace sus hijos y nos nutre de ternura. Llega
para tocarnos el corazon y decirnos que la tinica fuerza que
cambia el curso de la historia es el amor. No permanece dis-
tante, no permanece potente, sino que se hace proximo y
humilde; El, que estaba sentado en el cielo, se deja recostar
en un pesebre.




Amoris Laetitia: The logic of pastoral mercy

316. A positive experience of family communion is a true
path to daily sanctification and mystical growth, a means for
deeper union with God. The fraternal and communal de-
mands of family life are an incentive to growth in openness of
heart and thus to an ever fuller encounter with the Lord. The
word of God tells us that “the one who hates his brother is in
the darkness, and walks in the darkness” (1 Jn 2:11); such a
person “abides in death” (1 Jn 3:14) and “does not know
God” (1 Jn 4:8). My predecessor Benedict XVI pointed out
that “closing our eyes to our neighbour also blinds us to
God”,370 and that, in the end, love is the only light which
can “constantly illuminate a world grown dim”.371 If only we
“love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected
in us” (1 Jn 4:12). Since “the human person has an inherent
social dimension”,372 and “the first and basic expression of
that social dimension of the person is the married couple and
the family”,373 spirituality becomes incarnate in the com-
munion of the family. Hence, those who have deep spiritual
aspirations should not feel that the family detracts from their
growth in the life of the Spirit, but rather see it as a path
which the Lord is using to lead them to the heights of mysti-
cal union.

Parish Trips 2023
Pilgrimage to Fatima & Lourdes with Barcelona Septem-
ber 24 to October 3, Travel to two of the world's most revered
pilgrimage centers and experience the wonderful cultures
and beauty of Portugal, France, and Spain. Spend time re-
flecting and exploring the famous Basilica in Fatima and the
tombs of Francisco and Jacinto. Visit the moving Grotto
where Our Lady appeared to Bernadette. End in vibrant Bar-
celona, and view Antoni Gaudi’s unfinished masterpiece La
Sagrada Familia, also a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Learn about this trip here: https://
gateway.gocollette.com/link/1123355
European Christmas Markets 11/25-12/3

Set out on a grand holiday adventure through the winter
wonderland of the Imperial Cities of Central Europe — Pra-
gue, Vienna and Budapest. Along the way, immerse yourself
in festive Christmas markets, experience cultural traditions,
sample local cuisine, and glimpse this region’s rich history.
Learn about this trip here: https://
gateway.gocollette.com/link/1145546
Join us at 2:00pm on Tuesday January 10t to learn
more about these trips of a lifetime.

RSVP to: transfiguration.parish@verizon.net

Parish Registration Form
If you would like to become an active member of Transfiguration
of the Lord Parish, we invite you to complete the Registration
form below and place the completed form in the Offertory basket
or send it to the Parish Office. Someone from the Parish Office
will contact you.
Full Name:

Name of Spouse:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Children (under 18):

Any areas in which family members may be interested to help?

International Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Each year Christians around the world observe the an-
nual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity from January
18-25. This year the theme chosen is, "Do good; Seek
justice" (Isaiah 1:17). Unfortunately, this year there will
not be a special Diocesan celebration prepared. However,
numerous parishes throughout the Diocese may wish to
observe this annual week of prayer either within their
own parish or as a part of a celebration planned with the
other Christian communities in their particular town or
area. You are sincerely encouraged to try and have some
celebration to mark this week of prayer and/or add peti-
tions to the Universal Prayer at your Masses during this
week.

In order to assist in preparing such celebrations there
are online resources available which may prove helpful.
They can be found at the website of the World Council of
Churches and also at the website of the Vatican's
Dicastery For Promoting Christian Unity. In 2004 an
agreement was reached between the World Council of
Churches and the Catholic Church to share and jointly
publish approved resources for this annual observance.
These resources may prove helpful in planning an Ecu-
menical Prayer Service and/or in providing direction for
the inclusion of prayers in your own parish liturgies or
petitions in the Universal Prayer during the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity.

If the Diocesan Office of Ecumenical and Interfaith Af-
fairs can be of assistance with any questions and/or ob-
taining these resources Pastors or other liturgical plan-
ners should feel free to contact Fr. Guy Selvester by
emailing him at gselvester@diometuchen.org

In addition, it would be appreciated if you would contact
Fr. Guy in the Office of Ecumenical & Interfaith Affairs to
let him know about any events being planned in your
parishes so that they can be noted and assistance in
publicizing them can be offered.




JAQUI-KUHN FUNERAL HOME

“Serving Families Since 1933”

Daniel Simone, CFSP, Manager-Owner, NJ Lic. No 3347
Parishioner, Member of Knights of Columbus, Council 6306

17 South Adelaide Ave. * Highland Park, NJ (732) 545-0606

www.jkfuneralhome.com

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION.

WORK WITH PURPOSE.

» Paid training

* Some travel

« Work-life balance

» Full-Time with benefits
= Serve your community

C. F. T. TAX, INC.

Paul Bravo - Parishioner
Bookkeeping & Tax Return
Open Year Round

1060 Amboy Ave.,
Edison, N) 08337

Bus. Tel. 732-626-5900

www.cfttaxinc.com
brapa2@aol.com

4, THE DIOCESE OF il
'ﬁ' METUCHEN -
QD Catholic Cemeteries

Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway
Grand Opening of the Mausoleum of the Holy Spirit

Cross

840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg
Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum ¢ Crematorium On Site

DIOMETUCHEN.ORG/CEMETERIES

For Your Peace of Mind & Information: 800-943-8400

NEVER MISS
OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week.

Visit www.parishesonline.com

SUPPORT
OUR
ADVERTISERS!

ADT-Monitored '~
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary

® Fire Safety

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

Authorized
ADT Provider

Edison
Ophthalmology
Associates, L.L.C.

SafeStreets

833-287-3502
908.822.0070

2177 Oak Tree Rd, Ste 203 Edison, NJ
www.edisonophthalmology.com

We are committed to making your experience as pleasant as possible
while providing nothing but the highest quality of professional care.
John C. Park, M.D.

Lorin R. Press, M.D.
Barbara H. Schwartz, M.D.
COMPREHENSIVE CATARACT

CORNEA - GLAUCOMA
REFRACTIVE SURGERY

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

A0 CREATR ST

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Douglas Shaller

dshaller@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6458

Transfiguration of the Lord, Highland Park, NJ  04-1001



