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TRANSFIGURATION OF  

THE LORD PARISH 

January 15, 2023 

23 South Fifth Avenue, Highland Park, NJ 08904 

Phone:  732-572-0977 • Fax:  732-572-7497 

Website:  transfiguration-parish.com  

Parish Email:  transfiguration.parish@verizon.net  

Religious Education Email:  edisonparish@verizon.net 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

Corner of 6th & Raritan Avenue 

Highland Park, NJ 08904 

Guardian Angels Church 

37 Plainfield Avenue 

 Edison, NJ 08817 

St. Paul the Apostle 

Sunday – 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Spanish Mass 

Daily Mass:  Mon. Wed. and Fri. – 8:00 a.m. 

Guardian Angels 

Saturday Vigil–4:00 p.m. Sunday – 8:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

Daily Mass:  Tues. Thurs. and Sat. 9:00 a.m. 

Sacrament of Penance Saturday 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Vision Statement  

The vision of Transfiguration of the Lord Parish is to have an enlightening and transform-

ing experience of God through a greater faith and knowledge of Jesus. 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION AS ANNOUNCED IN BULLETIN  

Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual Help:  after the 8:00 a.m. Mass, Wednesday, St. Paul’s 

Novenas for Miraculous Medal and St. Jude:  Tuesday after 9 a.m. Mass, Guardian Angels 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

Staff 

Rev. Abraham Lotha, PhD, Pastor 

Deacon Edward Krupa. Deacon Ubaldo Valdez (part-time)  

Maria Singares: Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

Parish Office Hours—Monday through Thursday—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   Friday—9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick:  Any parishioner who is sick, aged 

or incapacitated may receive the Eucharist at home. Please 

contact the Parish Office to have a priest visit you at home or 

in the  hospital. 

Parish Membership:  We welcome new members to our Parish 

family and request you register in the Parish as soon as possi-

ble. Active membership is determined by registration, faithful 

participation and giving of one’s time, talent and resources to 

this community of faith.  The parish cannot issue certificates 

of eligibility for sacramental sponsorship, give recommen-

dations or character references if a person is not an active 

parishioner. 

Sacrament of Matrimony:  The Sacrament of Matrimony re-

quires a time of spiritual, intellectual and emotional prepara-

tion.  Couples should arrange with the Parish Office one (1) 

year prior to the wedding date. Please call the parish office for 

an appointment with the pastor prior to making any other 

wedding plans.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  Anyone who feels 

called by God to become a member of the Catholic Church par-

ticipates in the RCIA Program. A series of instructions and 

liturgical ceremonies designed to give total formation in the 

Catholic Faith.  

The Sacrament of Baptism:   

Baptism is the celebration through which a child is brought into 

the faith of the Catholic Church. Parents must be registered and 

practicing members of the parish. Parents and sponsors are 

required to attend a pre-baptismal class. Sponsors must be 

practicing Catholics in good standing and able to obtain a certif-

icate of eligibility from their parish. 
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TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD PARISH              JANUARY 15, 2023 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon at Guardian Angels 

Church.  We invite all our parishioners to take part in this 

special prayer time. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday, January 16 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

8:00 a.m.     Office Closed—No Mass 

Tuesday, January 17 

Guardian Angels Church 

9:00 a.m.  Irene & Jack Connery� 

Wednesday, January 18 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

8:00 a.m.  Joan Jordan 

 Requested by: Ed & Jean Lyons 

Thursday, January 19  

Guardian Angels Church 

9:00 a.m. James McGee�  

 Requested by: Noreen Fitzgerald 

  John & Alice Riordan 

 Requested by: Geri Flanagan 

Friday, January 20 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

8:00 a.m.    Gloria Blum� 

 Requested by: Jeff Frank 

Saturday, January 21 

Guardian Angels Church 

9:00 a.m. Mary Anne Schimmel� 

 Requested by: Alice Marie & Steve Sloss 

  Bernadette Tardeo 

 Requested by: Geri Flanagan 

4:00 p.m.    Terrence L. McComiskey and  

  O’Connell Family� 

 Requested by: Cathy McComiskey 

  Joseph Milicia� 

 Requested by: Peter Milicia 

Sunday, January 22  

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

9:30 a.m.  Preziosa & Basilio Valeri� 

 Requested by:  Fiorella Valeri-Stark 

12:30 p.m. Martha Bravo & Guadalupe Lucero 

  (Aniversario) 

 Requested by: Guadalupe Lucero 

Guardian  Angels Church 

8:00 a.m. Frank Cassano� 

 Requested by: Family 

11:00 a.m. Stella Kohut� 

 Requested by: Robert & Mary Ann Jakosh 

  Mimi Lauer� 

 Requested by: Amigo 

Prayers for Military Personnel 

Sgt. Kevin Klemick, Marines. Captain Hayes Cozza, Marines.  

First Lieutenant Santino Cozza, Air Force. Corporal Thomas 

G. Monahan, Marines. SPC. Brandon D’Souza. Airman Tama-

ri Bailey, Air Force. Captain Michael Asprocola, Marines.  

Sgt. Preston Zalek, Army. Chief Petty Officer Joseph M. 

Zalek, Navy. SR Cullen McArdle, Navy. Sgt. Juan A. 

Alejandro, Army.  

Jake Loftus, USN.  

Please call the Parish Office if you have a family member 

serving in the Armed Services & would like to be included.   

Please pray for the sick and homebound 

Peggy Abecker, Ruth Bach, Dorothy Baum, Rita Beckhorn, 

Carol Byrne, Charles Byrne, Theresa Byrne, Steven Dempsey, 

Migdalia Diaz, Betty Dick, Dee Donnelly, Josephine Genewski, 

Martha Gutierrez, Mark Iannacone, Sr. Donna Kane, Brittany 

Knapp, John Kriegl, Anthony Lepore, Adam Lubonski, Do-

novan Mak, Dolores Neumann, Stephanie P., Paul Pachucki, 

Ellen Pelosi, Richie Rausch, Jaxson Rivera, Antonia Sacris-

tan, Robert F. Santoro, Jack Santos, Mickey Schiavone, Jo-

seph Skalla,  Steve & Alice Marie Sloss, Christina Stevenson, 

Helen Szaranowski, Jean Toth, Frank Valendo, Joe Valendo, 

Jack Wiegartner, Tina Wolak, William B. Zalek, Jimmy An-

drade, Maryanne Boncelet, Conor Chim and Alice Sporer. 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

 

Guardian Angels Church 

Saturday, January 21                                     4:00 p.m. 

Lector:              Mary Ann Day 

Eucharistic Ministers:         Michele Pickett 

Ushers:                R. Marlow, T. Cherepon, M. Cherepon       

Sunday, January 22                                        8:00 a.m. 

Lector:                Peter Staples 

Eucharistic Minister:          Rodel Santos 

          Angelo Damone 

Ushers:                                 A. Damone, M. Mehalick 

Sunday, January 22                                     11:00 a.m. 

Lector:           Theresa Angelillo 

Eucharistic Minister:            Judy Barta 

Ushers:          T.  Sinker, J. Virrey, P. Weir  

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

Sunday, January 22                                      9:30 a.m. 

Lector:          E. Maughan 

Eucharistic Minister:             Carla Guerreiro 

Ushers:                              J. Adadevoh           

    

Thank you to the following donors for 2023 

Breaking Bread Hymnals: $2,500 in Memory of Albert and 

Angelica Garlatti and Maria Harrison.  

Celebremos (Spanish Hymnals): $900 (Anonymous) and 

$100 by Catherine O’Neill 

Wine: $500 in memory of William & Arlene Eichler 

Hosts: $1,500 by Paul Bravo 

Hosts (Gluten Free): $100 (Anonymous) 

Palm Leaves: $600 by Jose and Lydia Salamante 

Candles & Candle Oil: $500 (Anonymous) 

If you are away during this season, please travel safe. You 

can also look at our parish website: transfiguration-

parish.com,  to learn of events in our Parish. 

Sanctuary Candles 

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly Sanctuary Lamp 

in memory of a loved one or a special intention at either 

Guardian Angels or St. Paul’s for a donation of $25.  En-

close your offering in an envelope with information and 

put in an envelope with information and put in collection 

basket or mail or bring it to the Parish Office. 
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                       JANUARY 15, 2023 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Thursday, April 20, First Reconciliation at 7pm, St. Paul’s 

Wednesday, May 31, Confirmation at 7pm, Guardian Angels 

Sunday, June 4, First Holy Communion at 11:00 am Mass  

   OFFERINGS  1/8/2023 

 

Sunday Offering  $5,327.00   

Bring a Dollar  $   290.00      

ShopRite  $     50.00       

Christmas  $   130.00  

Together in Charity $1,610.00 

Initial Offering  $   572.00  

Solemnity of Mary $2,635.00      

Religious Retirement $   260.00  

 

Guardian Angels Hall Roof Repair 

Our next project beginning 1/1/23, will be repair the roof for 

Guardian Angels Hall. We are currently collecting estimates. 

 

Donation: Metuchen Comitium:  $   200.00 

Donation: Nick Mitlo    $   500.00 

Knights of Columbus   $   200.00 

Donation: Anonymous   $3,200.00 

Total 1/1/2023             $4,100.00  

eGIVING 

eGiving lets you streamline your stewardship and support 

Transfiguration of the Lord Parish grow the ministries you 

care about most. eGiving provides steady, consistent sup-

port so we can empower our mission in support of our par-

ish families and our community. Sign up at faith.direct/

NJ1058 or call their toll-free number 866-507-8787. Thank 

you for your support our parish! 

 

 

Second Collection 

The Second Collection on the weekend of January 21/22 

will be for the Foundation for Catholic Education Collec-

tion. The entire proceeds benefit financial aid to students 

attending diocesan and parochial elementary and high 

schools in the Diocese of Metuchen.  

Contribution Statements 

 

Contribution statements for 2022 are now available at the 

parish office during business hours.  You may either stop by 

the parish office, provide a stamped self-addressed envelope 

or  your email address.  If you have any questions, please 

call the parish office. Thank you for your generous support. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 2023-2024  

TUITION ASSISTANCE 

ONLINE APPLICATION PROCESS OPEN 

 

Families interested in applying for tuition assistance to at-

tend an eligible Diocese of Metuchen elementary or high 

school may apply online now through FACTS Grant & Aid 

Assessment at https://online.factsmgt.com/aid. Online ap-

plications must be completed (including all required docu-

mentation) by no later than March 31, 2023.  Applications 

are available in English and Spanish. Families that need 

assistance completing the online application or need access 

to a computer to apply should contact their school. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

In observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the parish of-

fice will be closed on Monday, January 16th. There will be no 

8:00 a.m. Mass that day.  

Centering Prayer Group - Tuesday, January 17 at 7 p.m. 

Our monthly Centering Prayer group will meet at 7 pm 

on January 17 in the Parish Center Chapel in Highland 

Park. Centering Prayer is a contemplative method of silent 

prayer in which we experience God's presence within us, 

closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer than con-

sciousness itself. Please contact Brian if you have questions 

or would like to join the group at 908-421-1242, 

or brian.szura@gmail.com. 

Parish Trips 2023 

 

1.� Pilgrimage to Fatima & Lourdes with Barcelona: 

September 24 to October 3. Learn about this trip 

here: https://gateway.gocollette.com/

link/1123355�

2.� European Christmas Markets 11/25-12/3. Learn 

about this trip here: https://

gateway.gocollette.com/link/1145546  �
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Iglesia San Pablo El Apóstol, 15 de Enero de 2023, Segundo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Nuestra Visión Parroquial 

La visión de la Parroquia de la Transfiguración del Señor es vivir una experiencia de Dios que nos ilumine y nos  

transforme a causa de un mejor conocimiento de Jesús y una Fe mayor en Él.�

Membresía Parroquial 

Nuevos residentes de la comunidad son bienvenidos a 

registrarse como feligreses.  También les pedimos que cualquier 

cambio de dirección, correo electrónico o numero de teléfono sea 

sometido a la oficina de la parroquia con prontitud. 

Lectores:    

Rene Sánchez (1/22/2023) 

El sacramento del bautismo  

El bautismo es la celebración a través de la cual un niño es 

llevado a la fe de la Iglesia Católica. Los padres deben estar 

registrados y practicando miembros de la parroquia. Los padres 

están obligados a asistir a una clase pre-bautismal. Los padrinos 

deben ser católicos practicantes y poder obtener un certificado 

de elegibilidad de su parroquia.   

Cuidado pastoral de los enfermos  

Cualquier feligrés que esté enfermo, envejecido o incapacitado 

puede recibir la eucaristía en casa. Por favor llame a la oficina de 

la parroquia.     

ESCUELA CATÓLICA 2023 -2024 ASISTENCIA 

 DE MATRÍCULA 

PROCESO DE APLICACIÓN EN LÍNEA ABIERTO 

Las familias interesadas en solicitar asistencia con la matrí-

cula para acudir a una escuela primaria o secundaria elegi-

ble de la Diócesis de Metuchen, pueden presentar su solici-

tud en línea ahora a través FACTS Grant & Aid Assessment 

en la dirección electrónica https://online.factsmgt.com/

aid .  Las solicitudes en línea deben completarse (incluida 

toda la documentación requerida) antes del 31 de Marzo de 

2023. Las solicitudes están disponibles en inglés y en espa-

ñol. Las familias que necesiten ayuda para completar la soli-

citud en línea o necesiten acceso a una computadora para 

postularse deben comunicarse directamente con su escuela. 

SANTA MISA EN LA SOLEMNIDAD DE LA EPIFANÍA DEL 

SEÑOR 

 

HOMILÍA DEL SANTO PADRE FRANCISCO 

Viernes, 6 de Enero de 2023 

 

Jesús, como una estrella que se eleva (cf. Nm 24,17), viene a 

iluminar a todos los pueblos y a alumbrar las noches de la 

humanidad. Junto con los Magos, hoy también nosotros, 

alzando la mirada al cielo, nos preguntamos: «¿Dónde está el 

[…] que acaba de nacer?» (Mt 2,2). Es decir, ¿cuál es el lugar 

en el que podemos encontrar a nuestro Señor? De la 

experiencia de los Magos, comprendemos que el primer 

“lugar” donde Él quiere ser buscado es en la inquietud de las 

preguntas. La fascinante aventura de estos sabios de Oriente 

nos enseña que la fe no nace de nuestros méritos o de 

razonamientos teóricos, sino que es don de Dios. Su gracia 

nos ayuda a despertarnos de la apatía y a hacer espacio a 

las preguntas importantes de la vida, preguntas que nos 

hacen salir de la presunción de estar bien y nos abren a 

aquello que nos supera. Lo que vemos en los Magos, al 

comienzo, es esto: la inquietud de quien se interroga. Llenos 

de una ardiente nostalgia de infinito, escrutan el cielo y se 

dejan asombrar por el fulgor de una estrella, representando 

así la tensión hacia lo trascendente, que anima el camino de 

la civilización y la búsqueda incesante de nuestro corazón. 

De hecho, aquella estrella deja en sus corazones 

precisamente una pregunta: ¿Dónde está el que acaba de 

nacer? Hermanos y hermanas, el camino de la fe comienza 

cuando, con la gracia de Dios, damos espacio a la inquietud 

que nos mantiene despiertos; cuando nos dejamos 

interrogar, cuando no nos conformamos con la tranquilidad 

de nuestros hábitos, sino que nos la jugamos, nos 

arriesgamos en los desafíos de cada día; cuando dejamos de 

mantenernos en un espacio neutral y nos decidimos a vivir 

en los espacios incómodos de la vida, hechos de relaciones 

con los demás, de sorpresas, de imprevistos, de proyectos 

que sacar adelante, de sueños que realizar, de miedos que 

afrontar, de sufrimientos que hieren la carne.   

Los Tres Magos dando regalos a los Estudiantes de    

Educación Religiosa de nuestra parroquia 

PROGRAMA DE ESTUDIOS BÍBLICOS 2023 - 2025 

Oficina de Evangelización Hispana  

Centro Pastoral (146 Metlars Ln, Piscataway NJ) 

Este programa total consta de 9 cursos y cada curso tiene 

aproximadamente 7 sesiones.  Actualmente está disponible 

el registro para el primer curso del programa 2023-2025.   

La Diócesis de Metuchen lanzará un nuevo ciclo de la 

Escuela Bíblica Hispana.  La Escuela ofrece 9 cursos 

básicos (Introducción a las Sagradas Escrituras, 

Pentateuco, Libros Históricos, Profetas, Literatura 

Sapiencial, Evangelios, Cartas Paulinas, Cartas Católicas, 

Apocalipsis) cada uno de 7 sesiones. Las clases se 

impartirán presencialmente los lunes de 7:00 pm a 9:00 pm 

en St John Neumann Pastoral Center (146 Metlars Ln, 

Piscataway NJ), el asistente no debe tener más de 2 

ausencias por curso.  Al final de cada curso, el asistente 

obtendrá una evaluación como aprobado o reprobado. Al 

aprobar los 9 cursos, obtendrán un certificado. El 23 de 

enero de 2023 comenzaremos el curso de Introducción a las 

Sagradas Escrituras.  Este curso es obligatorio para 

continuar con otros cursos, y tiene un costo de $35.00 por 

persona.  Para obtener más información, contáctenos en 

Lescobar@diometuchen.org o (732) 243-4573. 
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Amoris Laetitia: Gathered in prayer in the light of Easter 

318. Family prayer is a special way of expressing and 

strengthening this paschal faith.376 A few minutes can be 

found each day to come together before the living God, to tell 

him our worries, to ask for the needs of our family, to pray 

for someone experiencing difficulty, to ask for help in show-

ing love, to give thanks for life and for its blessings, and to 

ask Our Lady to protect us beneath her maternal mantle. 

With a few simple words, this moment of prayer can do im-

mense good for our families. The various expressions of pop-

ular piety are a treasure of spirituality for many families. The 

family’s communal journey of prayer culminates by sharing 

together in the Eucharist, especially in the context of the 

Sunday rest. Jesus knocks on the door of families, to share 

with them the Eucharistic supper (cf. Rev 3:20). There, 

spouses can always seal anew the paschal covenant which 

united them and which ought to reflect the covenant which 

God sealed with mankind in the cross.377 The Eucharist is 

the sacrament of the new covenant, where Christ’s redemp-

tive work is carried out (cf. Lk 22:20). The close bond be-

tween married life and the Eucharist thus becomes all the 

more clear.378 For the food of the Eucharist offers the 

spouses the strength and incentive needed to live the mar-

riage covenant each day as a “domestic church”. 

Eucharistic Revival Lecture Series 

The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church 

 

Tuesday, January 17, 2023, 7:00 PM 

Location: Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi 

Presenter: Very Rev. Timothy Christy 

Let us explore together the USCCB document on the Eucha-

rist. As Christians, we know that we need Christ to be pre-

sent in our lives. He is our very sustenance as he reminded 

us: unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 

blood, you do not have life within you (Jn 6:53) The Lord 

accompanies us in many ways, but none as profound as 

when we encounter Him in the Eucharist.  

Parish Registration Form 

 

If you would like to become an active member of Transfig-

uration of the Lord Parish, we invite you to complete the 

Registration form below and place the completed form in the 

Offertory basket or send it to the Parish Office. Someone 

from the Parish Office will contact you.  

 

Full Name:  _________________________________________ 

  

Name of Spouse: ____________________________________ 

  

Address:  ___________________________________________ 

  

Phone:  _____________________________________________  

  

Email:  _____________________________________________ 

  

Children (under 18):  

_____________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Any areas in which family members may be interested to 

help?  

International Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Each year Christians around the world observe the annu-

al Week of Prayer for Christian Unity from January 18-

25. This year the theme chosen is, "Do good; Seek jus-

tice" (Isaiah 1:17). Unfortunately, this year there will not 

be a special Diocesan celebration prepared. However, nu-

merous parishes throughout the Diocese may wish to ob-

serve this annual week of prayer either within their own 

parish or as a part of a celebration planned with the other 

Christian communities in their particular town or area.  

NEW Webinar Recording Available: 

January Pro-Life Observances 

In case you missed our recent webinar on January pro-life 

observances, we covered: the Day of Prayer for the Legal 

Protection of Unborn Children (January 23rd in 2023 be-

cause January 22nd falls on a Sunday) the 9 Days for Life 

novena easy-to-use tools to help your parish, school, or 

ministry participate  

Rosary for Life Procession - Friday, January 20, 2023 at 

1 p.m. 

Join us as we pray in solidarity with those at the March for 

Life in Washington, D.C. and across the nation. Park at St. 

James Parish in Woodbridge and gather at 12:45 pm after 

the 12:10 daily Mass. For more information, call Angela at 

732-562-1543. 

Annual Diocesan Respect Life Mass - Sunday, January 

22, 2023 12 Noon  

All are welcome to join us as Bishop Checchio commemo-

rates the recent overturning of Roe v. Wade, in 

the Dobbs decision. The Mass will be at St. Francis Cathe-

dral in Metuchen and a light reception will be held following 

the Mass. 

The Three Magi giving gifts to the Religious Education 

Students in our parish 

Save the Date: Diocesan Youth Day 

Sunday, March 12th, 2023 

St. Thomas Aquinas High School 

12 noon – 5 p.m. 

All high school aged teens are welcome. More 

Information and Registration will be posted to 

our diocesan website. 
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Resurrection Cemetery
Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway

Grand Opening of the Mausoleum of the Holy Spirit

Holy Cross Cemetery
840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg
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JAQUI-KUHN FUNERAL HOME
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