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TRANSFIGURATION OF  

THE LORD PARISH 

January 29, 2023 

23 South Fifth Avenue, Highland Park, NJ 08904 

Phone:  732-572-0977 • Fax:  732-572-7497 

Website:  transfiguration-parish.com  

Parish Email:  transfiguration.parish@verizon.net  

Religious Education Email:  edisonparish@verizon.net 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

Corner of 6th & Raritan Avenue 

Highland Park, NJ 08904 

Guardian Angels Church 

37 Plainfield Avenue 

 Edison, NJ 08817 

St. Paul the Apostle 

Sunday – 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Spanish Mass 

Daily Mass:  Mon. Wed. and Fri. – 8:00 a.m. 

Guardian Angels 

Saturday Vigil–4:00 p.m. Sunday – 8:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

Daily Mass:  Tues. Thurs. and Sat. 9:00 a.m. 

Sacrament of Penance Saturday 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Vision Statement  

The vision of Transfiguration of the Lord Parish is to have an enlightening and transform-

ing experience of God through a greater faith and knowledge of Jesus. 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION AS ANNOUNCED IN BULLETIN  

Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual Help:  after the 8:00 a.m. Mass, Wednesday, St. Paul’s 

Novenas for Miraculous Medal and St. Jude:  Tuesday after 9 a.m. Mass, Guardian Angels 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

Staff 

Rev. Abraham Lotha, PhD, Pastor 

Deacon Edward Krupa. Deacon Ubaldo Valdez (part-time)  

Maria Singares: Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

Parish Office Hours—Monday through Thursday—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   Friday—9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick:  Any parishioner who is sick, aged 

or incapacitated may receive the Eucharist at home. Please 

contact the Parish Office to have a priest visit you at home or 

in the  hospital. 

Parish Membership:  We welcome new members to our Parish 

family and request you register in the Parish as soon as possi-

ble. Active membership is determined by registration, faithful 

participation and giving of one’s time, talent and resources to 

this community of faith.  The parish cannot issue certificates 

of eligibility for sacramental sponsorship, give recommen-

dations or character references if a person is not an active 

parishioner. 

Sacrament of Matrimony:  The Sacrament of Matrimony re-

quires a time of spiritual, intellectual and emotional prepara-

tion.  Couples should arrange with the Parish Office one (1) 

year prior to the wedding date. Please call the parish office for 

an appointment with the pastor prior to making any other 

wedding plans.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  Anyone who feels 

called by God to become a member of the Catholic Church par-

ticipates in the RCIA Program. A series of instructions and 

liturgical ceremonies designed to give total formation in the 

Catholic Faith.  

The Sacrament of Baptism:   

Baptism is the celebration through which a child is brought into 

the faith of the Catholic Church. Parents must be registered and 

practicing members of the parish. Parents and sponsors are 

required to attend a pre-baptismal class. Sponsors must be 

practicing Catholics in good standing and able to obtain a certif-

icate of eligibility from their parish. 
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TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD PARISH              JANUARY 29, 2023 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon at Guardian Angels 

Church.  We invite all our parishioners to take part in this 

special prayer time. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Monday, January  30 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

8:00 a.m.     People of the Parish 

Tuesday, January 31 

Guardian Angels Church 

9:00 a.m.  Sr. Marie Barbara Szot� 

 Ray & Kathleen Joraskie 

Wednesday, February 1 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

8:00 a.m.  Jim Pattisall� 

Thursday, February 2  

Guardian Angels Church 

9:00 a.m. James T. Garvey�  

 Requested by: Catherine McComiskey 

Friday, February 3 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

8:00 a.m.  Bishop Emeritus Paul Bootkoski 

Saturday, February 4 

Guardian Angels Church 

9:00 a.m. Joan Gage 

 Requested by: Prayer Ladies 

4:00 p.m.    John D. Garvey� 

 Requested by: Catherine McComiskey 

  William Vincz� 

 Requested by: Karen Mohamed 

Sunday, February 5 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

9:30 a.m.  Marge Shirley 

 Requested by:  Ann & Bill Volpe 

12:30 p.m. Gente de la Parroquia 

Guardian  Angels Church 

8:00 a.m. Agnes Valenta� 

 Requested by: Anna Ronald & Larry Cunningham 

11:00 a.m. Deceased Members of Gage Family� 

 Requested by: Joan Gage 

Prayers for Military Personnel 

Sgt. Kevin Klemick, Marines. Captain Hayes Cozza, Marines.  

First Lieutenant Santino Cozza, Air Force. Corporal Thomas 

G. Monahan, Marines. SPC. Brandon D’Souza. Airman Tama-

ri Bailey, Air Force. Captain Michael Asprocola, Marines.  

Sgt. Preston Zalek, Army. Chief Petty Officer Joseph M. 

Zalek, Navy. SR Cullen McArdle, Navy. Sgt. Juan A. 

Alejandro, Army.  

Jake Loftus, USN.  

Please call the Parish Office if you have a family member 

serving in the Armed Services & would like to be included.   

Please pray for the sick and homebound 

Peggy Abecker, Ruth Bach, Dorothy Baum, Rita Beckhorn, 

Carol Byrne, Charles Byrne, Theresa Byrne, Steven Dempsey, 

Migdalia Diaz, Betty Dick, Dee Donnelly, Josephine Genewski, 

Martha Gutierrez, Mark Iannacone, Sr. Donna Kane, Brittany 

Knapp, John Kriegl, Anthony Lepore, Adam Lubonski, Do-

novan Mak, Dolores Neumann, Stephanie P., Paul Pachucki, 

Ellen Pelosi, Richie Rausch, Jaxson Rivera, Antonia Sacris-

tan, Robert F. Santoro, Jack Santos, Mickey Schiavone, Jo-

seph Skalla,  Steve & Alice Marie Sloss, Christina Stevenson, 

Helen Szaranowski, Jean Toth, Frank Valendo, Joe Valendo, 

Jack Wiegartner, Tina Wolak, William B. Zalek, Maryanne 

Boncelet, Conor Chim and Alice Sporer. 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

 

Guardian Angels Church 

Saturday, February 4                                      4:00 p.m. 

Lector:              Catherine O’Neil 

Eucharistic Ministers:          Silvia H. de Colina 

Ushers:                R. Marlow, T. Cherepon, M. Cherepon       

Sunday, February 5                                         8:00 a.m. 

Lector:                G & E Ramirez 

Eucharistic Minister:          Rodel Santos 

          Angelo Damone 

Ushers:                                 A. Damone, M. Mehalick 

Sunday, February 5                                       11:00 a.m. 

Lector:           Anthony Varghese 

Eucharistic Minister:            Stella Salamante 

Ushers:          T.  Sinker, J. Virrey, P. Weir  

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

Sunday, February 5                                         9:30 a.m. 

Lector:          Ellen Maughan 

Eucharistic Minister:             Carla Guerreiro 

Ushers:                              J. Adadevoh           

Thank you to the following donors for 2023 

Breaking Bread Hymnals: $2,500 in Memory of Albert and 

Angelica Garlatti and Maria Harrison.  

Celebremos (Spanish Hymnals): $900 (Anonymous) and 

$100 by Catherine O’Neill 

Wine: $500 in memory of William & Arlene Eichler 

Hosts: $1,500 by Paul Bravo 

Hosts (Gluten Free): $100 (Anonymous) 

Palm Leaves: $600 by Jose and Lydia Salamante 

Candles & Candle Oil: $500 (Anonymous) 

If you are away during this season, please travel safe. You 

can also look at our parish website: transfiguration-

parish.com,  to learn of events in our Parish. 

Sanctuary Candles 

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly Sanctuary Lamp 

in memory of a loved one or a special intention at either 

Guardian Angels or St. Paul’s for a donation of $25.  En-

close your offering in an envelope with information and 

put in an envelope with information and put in collection 

basket or mail or bring it to the Parish Office. 

Rest in Peace�

Connie Rodden�

May her soul and the souls of the faithful �

departed rest in peace�
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                        JANUARY 29, 2023 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

Saturday, April 8, Easter Egg Hunt 

Thursday, April 20, First Reconciliation at 7pm, St. Paul’s 

Wednesday, May 31, Confirmation at 7pm, Guardian Angels 

Sunday, June 4, First Holy Communion at 11:00 am Mass  

Sunday, June 25, Parish Picnic 

Sunday, August 6, Parish Feast & Annual 50/50 Raffle 

Sunday, Nov. 19, Tricky Tray 

Saturday, December 9, Christmas Trees Lighting 

Saturday, December 30, Year-End Party 

   OFFERINGS  1/22/2023 

 

Sunday Offering  $5,828.00   

Bring a Dollar  $   137.00      

ShopRite  $     50.00  

Catholic Education $1,326.00      

Together in Charity $   122.00 

Initial Offering  $   125.00  

Solemnity of Mary $2,635.00      

 

Guardian Angels Hall Roof Repair 

 

Our next project beginning 1/1/23, will be repair the roof for 

Guardian Angels Hall. We are currently collecting estimates. 

Donation: Metuchen Comitium:  $   200.00 

Donation: Nick Mitlo    $   500.00 

Knights of Columbus   $   200.00 

Donation: Anonymous   $3,200.00 

Bring a Dollar    $   830.00 

ShopRite    $   250.00 

Total 1/22/2023            $5,180.00  

 

eGIVING 

eGiving lets you streamline your stewardship and 

support Transfiguration of the Lord Parish grow 

the ministries you care about most. eGiving pro-

vides steady, consistent support so we can empow-

er our mission in support of our parish families 

and our community. Sign up at faith.direct/NJ1058 or call 

their toll-free number 866-507-8787. Thank you for your 

support our parish! 

Contribution Statements 

 

Contribution statements for 2022 are now available at the 

parish office during business hours.  You may either stop by 

the parish office, provide a stamped self-addressed envelope 

or  your email address.  If you have any questions, please 

call the parish office. Thank you for your generous support. 

Parish Trips 2023 

 

1.� Pilgrimage to Fatima & Lourdes with Barcelona: 

September 24 to October 3. Sign up for this trip 

here: https://gateway.gocollette.com/

link/1123355�

2.� European Christmas Markets 11/25-12/3. Sign 

up for this trip here: https://

gateway.gocollette.com/link/1145546  �

St Vincent de Paul Food Pantry 

St. Vincent de Paul food pantry would appreciate any dona-

tions of plastic, paper and reusable bags. Please deposit bag 

donations in the gray baskets marked St. Vincent de Paul 

located at church exits.  

Thanks to your generous Giving Tree and poor box dona-

tions, many families enjoyed a brighter holiday season. �

National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is an annual cele-

bration of Catholic education in the United States. Now en-

tering its 48th anniversary year, CSW has traditionally been 

held the last week in January. The CSW 2021- 2024 theme 

is “Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.” Catholic 

schools have a specific purpose to form students to be good 

citizens of the world, love God and neighbor and enrich soci-

ety with the leaven of the gospel and by example of faith.  Second Collection 

The Second Collection next weekend, February 4/5, will be 

to help with the Energy expenses of our parish. Please be as 

generous as your means allow. 
We are looking to start a Flea Market Committee. If you 

are interested call Christine at 732-802-6370 or email 

voorheesc@yahoo.com for more information. 

Card and Calendar Donations for Edna Mahan Correc-

tional Facility for Women, February 4 & 5 and 11 & 12– 

Our parish will again be collecting unused greeting cards 

(birthday, holidays, blank cards, etc.) and calendars to be 

distributed to women at the facility. Donation boxes will be 

located at Sunday masses at both churches. Only plain 

cards and calendars will be accepted (no bows, glitter, metal 

spiral binders etc.).  
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Iglesia San Pablo El Apóstol, 29 de Enero de 2023, Cuarto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Nuestra Visión Parroquial 

La visión de la Parroquia de la Transfiguración del Señor es vivir una experiencia de Dios que nos ilumine y nos  

transforme a causa de un mejor conocimiento de Jesús y una Fe mayor en Él.�

Membresía Parroquial 

Nuevos residentes de la comunidad son bienvenidos a 

registrarse como feligreses.  También les pedimos que cualquier 

cambio de dirección, correo electrónico o numero de teléfono sea 

sometido a la oficina de la parroquia con prontitud. 

Lectores:    

Cristobita Gutiérrez (2/5/2023) 

El sacramento del bautismo  

El bautismo es la celebración a través de la cual un niño es 

llevado a la fe de la Iglesia Católica. Los padres deben estar 

registrados y practicando miembros de la parroquia. Los padres 

están obligados a asistir a una clase pre-bautismal. Los padrinos 

deben ser católicos practicantes y poder obtener un certificado 

de elegibilidad de su parroquia.   

Cuidado pastoral de los enfermos  

Cualquier feligrés que esté enfermo, envejecido o incapacitado 

puede recibir la eucaristía en casa. Por favor llame a la oficina de 

la parroquia.     

SANTA MISA EN LA SOLEMNIDAD DE LA EPIFANÍA DEL 

SEÑOR 

 

HOMILÍA DEL SANTO PADRE FRANCISCO 

Viernes, 6 de Enero de 2023 

 

Continuación del Domingo, 15 de Enero de 2023…... 

Es en estos momentos que surgen de nuestro corazón las 

preguntas irreprimibles, que nos abren a la búsqueda de 

Dios: ¿Dónde está la felicidad para mí? ¿Dónde está la vida 

plena a la que aspiro? ¿Dónde se encuentra ese amor que no 

pasa, que no tiene ocaso, que no se rompe ni siquiera ante la 

fragilidad, los fracasos o las traiciones? ¿Cuáles son las 

oportunidades escondidas dentro de mis crisis y mis 

sufrimientos? 

Pero sucede que el clima que respiramos cada día ofrece 

“tranquilizantes del alma”, sustitutos para sedar, para sedar 

nuestra inquietud y apagar esas preguntas, desde los 

productos del consumismo a las seducciones del placer, 

desde los debates sensacionalistas hasta la idolatría del 

bienestar; todo parece decirnos: no pienses mucho, deja que 

pasen, disfruta la vida. Frecuentemente buscamos acomodar 

el corazón en la caja fuerte de la comodidad —acomodar el 

corazón en la caja fuerte de la comodidad—, pero si los 

Magos hubiesen hecho esto no habrían encontrado nunca al 

Señor. Este es el peligro, sedar el corazón, sedar el alma 

para que ya no haya inquietud. Dios, sin embargo, vive en 

nuestras preguntas inquietas; en ellas nosotros «lo 

buscamos como la noche busca a la aurora […]. Él está en el 

silencio que nos turba ante la muerte y al final de toda 

grandeza humana; está en la necesidad de justicia y de amor 

que llevamos dentro; es el Misterio santo del Totalmente 

Otro, nostalgia de justicia perfecta y consumada, de 

reconciliación, de paz» (C.M. Martini, El jardín interior. Un 

camino para creyentes y no creyentes, Santander 2017, 26). 

Por tanto, este es el primer lugar: la inquietud de las 

preguntas. No tengamos miedo de entrar en esta inquietud 

de las preguntas, son precisamente los caminos que nos 

llevan a Jesús. 

PROGRAMA DE ESTUDIOS BÍBLICOS 2023 - 2025 

Oficina de Evangelización Hispana  

Centro Pastoral (146 Metlars Ln, Piscataway NJ) 

Este programa total consta de 9 cursos y cada curso tiene 

aproximadamente 7 sesiones.  Actualmente está disponible 

el registro para el primer curso del programa 2023-2025.   

La Diócesis de Metuchen lanzará un nuevo ciclo de la 

Escuela Bíblica Hispana.  La Escuela ofrece 9 cursos 

básicos (Introducción a las Sagradas Escrituras, 

Pentateuco, Libros Históricos, Profetas, Literatura 

Sapiencial, Evangelios, Cartas Paulinas, Cartas Católicas, 

Apocalipsis) cada uno de 7 sesiones. Las clases se 

impartirán presencialmente los lunes de 7:00 pm a 9:00 pm 

en St John Neumann Pastoral Center (146 Metlars Ln, 

Piscataway NJ), el asistente no debe tener más de 2 

ausencias por curso.  Al final de cada curso, el asistente 

obtendrá una evaluación como aprobado o reprobado. Al 

aprobar los 9 cursos, obtendrán un certificado. El 23 de 

enero de 2023 comenzaremos el curso de Introducción a las 

Sagradas Escrituras.  Este curso es obligatorio para 

continuar con otros cursos, y tiene un costo de $35.00 por 

persona.  Para obtener más información, contáctenos en 

Lescobar@diometuchen.org o (732) 243-4573. 

Campaña Anual del Obispo 2023 Renovados y Enviados 

en Misión por la Eucaristía 

Por favor, esté atento en su buzón de correo 

por la carta del Obispo Checchio que 

recibirá esta semana, anunciando la 

Campaña Anual del Obispo 2023. Nuestra 

parroquia puede ser parte de una Campaña 

exitosa al obtener un reembolso del 50% de 

la cantidad recaudada por encima de la meta. A través de su 

apoyo a la Campaña Anual del Obispo, usted ayuda a los 

más necesitados de nuestra diócesis: los pobres, las 

personas sin hogar y aquellos que luchan con enfermedades 

o dolor. Entre otros ministerios pastorales, su aporte 

también apoya la formación de seminaristas y nuestro 

ministerio de capellanes para los hospitales y las prisiones. 

Los numerosos ministerios pastorales, educativos y 

caritativos de la Diócesis de Metuchen no serían posibles sin 

la generosa contribución de cada hogar. Por favor, sean tan 

generosos como sus medios lo permitan. 

CONVIERTETE EN UN 

COMPAÑERO DE ORACION 

 

Únete a un equipo de defensores 

espirituales!  Ayúdanos a cubrir 

todo el Avivamiento en oración, 

ayuno y penitencia.  

 

Inscríbete para desbloquear la 

inspiración y las oportunidades 

especiales, y para decirnos que 

podemos contar con tus oraciones.  

 

Para más información visite la 

página: es.eucharisticrevival.org 
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Amoris Laetitia: A spirituality of exclusive and free love  

320. There comes a point where a couple’s love attains the 

height of its freedom and becomes the basis of a healthy au-

tonomy. This happens when each spouse realizes that the 

other is not his or her own, but has a much more important 

master, the one Lord. No one but God can presume to take 

over the deepest and most personal core of the loved one; he 

alone can be the ultimate center of their life. At the same 

time, the principle of spiritual realism requires that one 

spouse not presume that the other can completely satisfy his 

or her needs. The spiritual journey of each – as Dietrich Bon-

hoeffer nicely put it – needs to help them to a cer-

tain “disillusionment” with regard to the other,382 to stop 

expecting from that person something which is proper to the 

love of God alone. This demands an interior divestment. The 

space which each of the spouses makes exclusively for their 

personal relationship with God not only helps heal the hurts 

of life in common, but also enables the spouses to find in the 

love of God the deepest source of meaning in their own lives. 

Each day we have to invoke the help of the Holy Spirit to 

make this interior freedom possible. 

Parish Registration Form 

If you would like to become an active member of Transfig-

uration of the Lord Parish, we invite you to complete the 

Registration form below and place the completed form in the 

Offertory basket or send it to the Parish Office. Someone 

from the Parish Office will contact you.  

 

Full Name:  _________________________________________ 

  

Name of Spouse: ____________________________________ 

  

Address:  ___________________________________________ 

  

Phone:  _____________________________________________  

  

Email:  _____________________________________________ 

  

Children (under 18):  

_____________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Any areas in which family members may be interested to 

help?  

Save the Date: Diocesan Youth Day 

Sunday, March 12th, 2023 

St. Thomas Aquinas High School 

12 noon – 5 p.m. 

All high school aged teens are welcome. More Information 

and Registration will be posted to our diocesan website. 

2023 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

Renewed and Sent on Mission by the Eucharist 

Please watch your mailbox for a letter from  

Bishop Checchio coming to you this week 

announcing the 2023 Bishop’s Annual Ap-

peal.  Our parish can share in a successful 

Appeal by earning a rebate of 50% of the 

amount collected over goal.  Through your 

support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal you 

help those in our diocese whose needs are the greatest—the 

poor, the homeless, and those struggling with illness or 

grief.  Among other needed pastoral ministries, your gift also 

supports the formation of seminarians and the ministry of 

our hospital and prison chaplains. The many pastoral, edu-

cational and charitable ministries of the Diocese of Metu-

chen would not be possible without a generous contribution 

from every household.  Please be as generous as your means 

allow. 

National Eucharistic Revival 

 

Free Videos: Explore Eucharistic Teaching Learn what 

the Church teaches about this precious gift and why it is 

pivotal to your spiritual journey. Browse our free library of 

videos on the Eucharist for information and inspiration! 

Visit: https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/video-content-sign

-up   

 

FREE COURSE BY BISHOP COZZENS Learn How to Em-

brace the Gift of the Eucharist Bishop Andrew Cozzens 

presents the incredible reality of the Real Presence, unpacks 

“The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church” as 

published by the United States Conference of Catholic Bish-

ops, and invites you to respond to this radical gift. Discover 

practical ways you can spread a love for the Eucharist in 

your community!  

Visit: https://reviveparishes.com/eucharist   

Gertrude Hawk Candy catalogs are once 

again available at both Churches.  Sales 

start on Feb. 4th.  All orders must be received 

by February 27th.  For more information call 

Cathy White at 732-277-8882. Profits from 

sales support the Parish.    
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Resurrection Cemetery
Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway

Grand Opening of the Mausoleum of the Holy Spirit

Holy Cross Cemetery
840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg

Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum • Crematorium On Site

For Your Peace of Mind & Information: 800-943-8400

 THE DIOCESE OF
 METUCHEN
 Catholic Cemeteries

DIOMETUCHEN.ORG/CEMETERIES

C. F. T. TAX, INC. 
Paul Bravo - Parishioner

Bookkeeping & Tax Return
Open Year Round

1060 Amboy Ave., 
Edison, NJ 08837

 
Bus. Tel. 732-626-5900 

www.cfttaxinc.com
brapa2@aol.com

908.822.0070
2177 Oak Tree Rd, Ste 203 Edison, NJ
www.edisonophthalmology.com

We are committed to making your experience as pleasant as possible 
while providing nothing but the  highest quality of professional care.

John John C. Park, M.D. C. Park, M.D. 
Lorin R. Press, M.D.Lorin R. Press, M.D.
Barbara H. Schwartz, M.D.Barbara H. Schwartz, M.D.
COMPREHENSIVE CATARACT
CORNEA • GLAUCOMA
REFRACTIVE SURGERY

JAQUI-KUHN FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Families Since 1933”

Daniel Simone, CFSP, Manager-Owner, NJ Lic. No 3347 
Parishioner, Member of Knights of Columbus, Council 6306

17 South Adelaide Ave. • Highland Park, NJ (732) 545-0606
www.jkfuneralhome.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Douglas Shaller

dshaller@4LPi.com
 (800) 477-4574 x6458


