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TRANSFIGURATION OF  

THE LORD PARISH 

February 26, 2023 

23 South Fifth Avenue, Highland Park, NJ 08904 

Phone:  732-572-0977 • Fax:  732-572-7497 

Website:  transfiguration-parish.com  

Parish Email:  transfiguration.parish@verizon.net  

Religious Education Email:  edisonparish@verizon.net 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

Corner of 6th & Raritan Avenue 

Highland Park, NJ 08904 

Guardian Angels Church 

37 Plainfield Avenue 

 Edison, NJ 08817 

St. Paul the Apostle 

Sunday – 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Spanish Mass 

Daily Mass:  Mon. Wed. and Fri. – 8:00 a.m. 

Guardian Angels 

Saturday Vigil–4:00 p.m. Sunday – 8:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

Daily Mass:  Tues. Thurs. and Sat. 9:00 a.m. 

Sacrament of Penance Saturday 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Vision Statement  

The vision of Transfiguration of the Lord Parish is to have an enlightening and transform-

ing experience of God through a greater faith and knowledge of Jesus. 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION AS ANNOUNCED IN BULLETIN  

Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual Help:  after the 8:00 a.m. Mass, Wednesday, St. Paul’s 

Novenas for Miraculous Medal and St. Jude:  Tuesday after 9 a.m. Mass, Guardian Angels 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

Staff 

Rev. Abraham Lotha, PhD, Pastor 

Deacon Edward Krupa. Deacon Ubaldo Valdez (part-time)  

Maria Singares: Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

Parish Office Hours—Monday through Thursday—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   Friday—9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick:  Any parishioner who is sick, aged 

or incapacitated may receive the Eucharist at home. Please 

contact the Parish Office to have a priest visit you at home or 

in the  hospital. 

Parish Membership:  We welcome new members to our Parish 

family and request you register in the Parish as soon as possi-

ble. Active membership is determined by registration, faithful 

participation and giving of one’s time, talent and resources to 

this community of faith.  The parish cannot issue certificates 

of eligibility for sacramental sponsorship, give recommen-

dations or character references if a person is not an active 

parishioner. 

Sacrament of Matrimony:  The Sacrament of Matrimony re-

quires a time of spiritual, intellectual and emotional prepara-

tion.  Couples should arrange with the Parish Office one (1) 

year prior to the wedding date. Please call the parish office for 

an appointment with the pastor prior to making any other 

wedding plans.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  Anyone who feels 

called by God to become a member of the Catholic Church par-

ticipates in the RCIA Program. A series of instructions and 

liturgical ceremonies designed to give total formation in the 

Catholic Faith.  

The Sacrament of Baptism:   

Baptism is the celebration through which a child is brought into 

the faith of the Catholic Church. Parents must be registered and 

practicing members of the parish. Parents and sponsors are 

required to attend a pre-baptismal class. Sponsors must be 

practicing Catholics in good standing and able to obtain a certif-

icate of eligibility from their parish. 
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TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD PARISH            FEBRUARY 26, 2023 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon at Guardian Angels 

Church.  We invite all our parishioners to take part in this 

special prayer time. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Monday, February 27 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

8:00 a.m.     People of the Parish 

Tuesday, February 28 

Guardian Angels Church 

9:00 a.m.  Patricia Brown� 

Wednesday, March 1 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

8:00 a.m.  Bernice K. 

 Requested by: Dan & Betty Lou Varady 

Thursday, March 2 

Guardian Angels Church 

9:00 a.m. Scipione de Giglio� 

Friday, March 3 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

8:00 a.m.  Roy E. Day�  

  (14th Anniversary of Death) 

 Requested by: The Day Family 

Saturday, March 4 

Guardian Angels Church 

9:00 a.m. Francis Jayaraj� 

 Requested by: Swany Family 

4:00 p.m.    Anthony Pojnar� 

 Requested by: Wife, Jennie 

  Joan Gage 

 Requested by: Prayer Ladies 

Sunday, March 5: Second Sunday of Lent 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

9:30 a.m.  Josephine Adadevoh� 

 Requested by:  St. Paul’s Knights of Columbus, 

 Council #6306 

12:30 p.m. Altagracia Garcia 

 Requested by: Judy Short 

Guardian  Angels Church 

8:00 a.m. Bishop Emeritus Paul Bootkoski 

11:00 a.m. Sam Garruto� 

 Requested by: Dolore J. LeVan 

  Thomas Cosgrove� 

 Requested by: Nelida Colon 

Prayers for Military Personnel 

Sgt. Kevin Klemick, Marines. Captain Hayes Cozza, Marines.  

First Lieutenant Santino Cozza, Air Force. Corporal Thomas 

G. Monahan, Marines. SPC. Brandon D’Souza. Airman Tama-

ri Bailey, Air Force. Captain Michael Asprocola, Marines.  

Sgt. Preston Zalek, Army. Chief Petty Officer Joseph M. 

Zalek, Navy. SR Cullen McArdle, Navy. Sgt. Juan A. 

Alejandro, Army.  

Jake Loftus, USN.  

Please call the Parish Office if you have a family member 

serving in the Armed Services & would like to be included.   

Please pray for the sick and homebound 

 

Peggy Abecker, Ruth Bach, Dorothy Baum, Rita Beckhorn, 

Carol Byrne, Charles Byrne, Theresa Byrne, Steven Demp-

sey, Migdalia Diaz, Dee Donnelly, Josephine Genewski, 

Martha Gutierrez, Mark Iannacone, Sr. Donna Kane, Brit-

tany Knapp, John Kriegl, Anthony Lepore, Adam Lubon-

ski, Donovan Mak, Dolores Neumann, Stephanie P., Paul 

Pachucki, Ellen Pelosi, Richie Rausch, Jaxson Rivera, An-

tonia Sacristan, Robert F. Santoro, Jack Santos, Mickey 

Schiavone, Joseph Skalla,  Steve & Alice Marie Sloss, 

Christina Stevenson, Helen Szaranowski, Jean Toth, 

Frank Valendo, Joe Valendo, Jack Wiegartner, Tina 

Wolak, William B. Zalek, Maryanne Boncelet, Connor 

Chin, Alice Sporer and Martha Schumacher. 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

Guardian Angels Church 

Saturday, March 4                                          4:00 p.m. 

Lector:               Catherine O’Neill 

Eucharistic Ministers:          Hermie Tenchavez 

Ushers:                R. Marlow, T. Cherepon, M. Cherepon       

Sunday, March 5                                             8:00 a.m. 

Lector:                S & E Ramirez  

Eucharistic Minister:          Rodel Santos 

          Angelo Damone 

Ushers:                                 A. Damone, M. Mehalick 

Sunday, March 5               `                           11:00 a.m. 

Lector:           Michele Pickett 

Eucharistic Minister:            Silvia H. de Colina 

Ushers:          T.  Sinker, J. Virrey, P. Weir  

St. Paul the Apostle Church 

Sunday, March 5                                             9:30 a.m. 

Lector:          Brittany Meklin 

          Matthew Biskupek  

Eucharistic Minister:            Carla Guerreiro 

Ushers:                              J. Adadevoh           

    

Thank you to the following donors for 2023 

Breaking Bread Hymnals: $2,500 in Memory of Albert and 

Angelica Garlatti and Maria Harrison.  

Celebremos (Spanish Hymnals): $900 (Anonymous) and 

$100 by Catherine O’Neill 

Wine: $500 in memory of William & Arlene Eichler 

Hosts: $1,500 by Paul Bravo 

Hosts (Gluten Free): $100 (Anonymous) 

Palm Leaves: $600 by Jose and Lydia Salamante 

Candles & Candle Oil: $500 (Anonymous) 

If you are away during this season, please travel safe. You 

can also look at our parish website: transfiguration-

parish.com,  to learn of events in our Parish. 

Sanctuary Candles 

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly Sanctuary Lamp 

in memory of a loved one or a special intention at either 

Guardian Angels or St. Paul’s for a donation of $25.  En-

close your offering in an envelope with information and 

put in an envelope with information and put in collection 

basket or mail or bring it to the Parish Office. 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT                                          FEBRUARY 26, 2023 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Saturday, April 8, Easter Egg Hunt 

Thursday, April 20, First Reconciliation at 7pm, St. Paul’s 

Wednesday, May 31, Confirmation at 7pm, Guardian Angels 

Sunday, June 4, First Holy Communion at 11:00 am Mass  

Sunday, June 25, Parish Picnic 

Sunday, August 6, Parish Feast & Annual 50/50 Raffle 

Sunday, Nov. 19, Tricky Tray 

Saturday, December 9, Christmas Trees Lighting 

Saturday, December 30, Year-End Party 

   OFFERINGS  2/19/2023 

 

Sunday Offering  $4,805.00   

Bring a Dollar  $   133.00      

ShopRite  $     50.00  

Catholic Spirit  $1,069.00 

 

Guardian Angels Hall Roof Repair 

Our next project beginning 1/1/23, will be repair the roof for 

Guardian Angels Hall. We are currently collecting estimates. 

Donation: Metuchen Comitium:  $   200.00 

Donation: Nick Mitlo    $   500.00 

Knights of Columbus   $   200.00 

Donation: Anonymous   $3,300.00 

Bring a Dollar    $1,293.00 

ShopRite    $   450.00 

Total 2/19/2023            $5,943.00  

eGIVING 

eGiving lets you streamline your stewardship and 

support Transfiguration of the Lord Parish grow 

the ministries you care about most. eGiving pro-

vides steady, consistent support so we can em-

power our mission in support of our parish fami-

lies and our community. Sign up at faith.direct/NJ1058 or 

call their toll-free number 866-507-8787. Thank you for your 

support our parish! 

Second Collection 

The Second Collection this weekend will be for Earthquake 

Relief for Turkey and Syria. 
�Leaders for Stations of the Cross during Lent. 7:00 PM 

Guardian Angels Church 

Friday, March 3: Rosary Altar Society 

Friday, March 10: with Soup Supper at 5:00 PM by Knights 

of Columbus 

Friday, March 17: Legion of Mary  

Friday, March 24: Religious Education Students  

Friday, March 31: Lectors  

Good Friday, April 7: Rosary Altar Society 

Lenten Schedule for our Parish  

The following are our parish activities for Lent:  

1. Daily Reflections for Lent, Not by Bread alone.   

2. Stations of the Cross every Friday during Lent 

    7:00 p.m. at Guardian Angels (English) 

    7:00 p.m. at St. Paul's (Spanish)  

3. 40 Days of Lent, 40 items for almsgiving. (Put aside one 

item a day. This can include canned food items for  Vincent 

de Paul Food Pantry, baby items, toiletries, NEW clothing, 

underwear, or socks, etc.). Specific for Ukraine: Tactical 

gloves without fingers, sleeping bags, Neosporin cream and 

multivitamins and First Aid Kits.  

4. Lenten Project - TBD  

5. Lenten Challenge - Read one spiritual book  

6. One hour adoration on Saturday mornings at Guardian 

Angels Church  

7. Lenten Service and Confessions. Date to be announced. 

8. Spring Cleaning to declutter  

9. CRS Rice Bowl - Lent for Life. 

2023 Lenten Obligations 

1.    The days of fast and abstinence are Ash Wednesday and 

Good Friday. 

2.    All other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence (see 

note below with regards to March 17). 

3.    The obligation of fast applies only to Catholics between 

the ages of 18 and 59.  Fasting in the Catholic tradition 

means to limit oneself to one full meal and two smaller 

meals which together are not equal to a full meal, so as to 

experience hunger. 

4.    The obligation of abstinence applies to all Catholics who 

have reached the age of 14.  Abstinence in the Catholic tra-

dition means to abstain from meat. 

Note: This year, the Memorial of St. Patrick falls on a Fri-

day.� For members of the faithful celebrating this Memorial 

and who desire it, Bishop Checchio has commuted the peniten-

tial obligation on March 17 to the obligation to abstain from 

meat on another day that same week.�

Parish Trips 2023 

 

 Pilgrimage to Fatima & Lourdes with Barcelona 

Travel to two of the world's most revered pilgrimage centers 

and experience the wonderful cultures and beauty of Portu-

gal, France, and Spain. Spend time reflecting and exploring 

the famous Basilica in Fatima and the tombs of Francisco 

and Jacinto.  Visit the moving Grotto where Our Lady ap-

peared to Bernadette. End in vibrant Barcelona, and view 

Antoni Gaudi’s unfinished masterpiece La Sagrada Familia, 

also a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

Learn about this trip here:    https://

gateway.gocollette.com/link/1123355 

 

European Christmas Markets 

Set out on a grand holiday adventure through the winter 

wonderland of the Imperial Cities of Central Europe – Pra-

gue, Vienna and Budapest. Along the way, immerse yourself 

in festive Christmas markets, experience cultural traditions, 

sample local cuisine, and glimpse this region’s rich history. 

Learn about this trip here:    https://

gateway.gocollette.com/link/1145546  

 

RSVP to: transfiguration.parish@verizon.net 

Dear brothers and sisters,  

Last year, many in our parish family chose to welcome the 

Lenten season by making the change to Faith Direct, our 

eGiving platform, and I am hopeful that this year many more 

will embrace this new approach to giving as a part of Lent.  

 

One positive step you can take during Lent: committing to a 

recurring offering through online giving. This is a way for 

you to sustain our faith community with consistent giving 

month after month. The more people make recurring offer-

ings, the better we can budget and plan for ministries that 

mean the most to you.  

 

Be a part of our Lent eGiving Campaign of giving up enve-

lopes and enrolling today. Call Faith Direct toll-free at 866-

507-8757 to speak with someone directly. For those already 

enrolled, I want to thank you for your participation in the 

Faith Direct electronic giving program!  

 

God bless.  

Fr. Abraham 
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Iglesia San Pablo El Apóstol, 26 de Febrero de 2023, Primer Domingo de Cuaresma 

Nuestra Visión Parroquial 

La visión de la Parroquia de la Transfiguración del Señor es vivir una experiencia de Dios que nos ilumine y nos  

transforme a causa de un mejor conocimiento de Jesús y una Fe mayor en Él.�

Membresía Parroquial 

Nuevos residentes de la comunidad son bienvenidos a 

registrarse como feligreses.  También les pedimos que cualquier 

cambio de dirección, correo electrónico o numero de teléfono sea 

sometido a la oficina de la parroquia con prontitud. 

Lector: Cristobalina Gutiérrez (3/5/2023) 

Ministro Eucarístico: Guadalupe Díaz (3/5/2023) 

El sacramento del bautismo  

El bautismo es la celebración a través de la cual un niño es 

llevado a la fe de la Iglesia Católica. Los padres deben estar 

registrados y practicando miembros de la parroquia. Los padres 

están obligados a asistir a una clase pre-bautismal. Los padrinos 

deben ser católicos practicantes y poder obtener un certificado 

de elegibilidad de su parroquia.   

Cuidado pastoral de los enfermos  

Cualquier feligrés que esté enfermo, envejecido o incapacitado 

puede recibir la eucaristía en casa. Por favor llame a la oficina de 

la parroquia.     

Campaña Anual del Obispo 2023  

Renovados y Enviados en Misión por la Eucaristía 

El impacto y el éxito del Centro Católico en 

Rutgers es la relación directa con los 

estudiantes, un enfoque distinto para el 

ministerio del campus universitario. El 

personal incluye religiosos de las Hermanas 

de Jesús Nuestra Esperanza y la 

Hermandad de la Esperanza, así como el 

Director Asociado de Vocaciones de la Diócesis de Metuchen 

y varios pasantes. Ellos están en el campus reuniéndose e 

interactuando donde los estudiantes viven sus vidas y 

también se acercan a ellos por medio de las herramientas 

tecnológicas. Gracias a su donación a la Campaña Anual del 

Obispo, el Centro Católico ofrece un refugio seguro donde 

los estudiantes pueden crecer en el conocimiento y práctica 

de la fe, experimentar el significado del servicio a la 

comunidad y llegar a una comprensión más profunda de su 

llamado al discipulado. Gracias por su apoyo. 

MENSAJE DEL SANTO PADRE FRANCISCO PARA LA 

CUARESMA 2023: Ascesis cuaresmal, un camino sinodal 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas: Los evangelios de Mateo, 

Marcos y Lucas concuerdan al relatar el episodio de la 

Transfiguración de Jesús. En este acontecimiento vemos la 

respuesta que el Señor dio a sus discípulos cuando estos 

manifestaron incomprensión hacia Él. De hecho, poco 

tiempo antes se había producido un auténtico 

enfrentamiento entre el Maestro y Simón Pedro, quien, tras 

profesar su fe en Jesús como el Cristo, el Hijo de Dios, 

rechazó su anuncio de la pasión y de la cruz. Jesús lo 

reprendió enérgicamente: « ¡Retírate, ve detrás de mí, 

Satanás! Tú eres para mí un obstáculo, porque tus 

pensamientos no son los de Dios, sino los de los 

hombres» (Mt 16,23). Y «seis días después, Jesús tomó a 

Pedro, a Santiago y a su hermano Juan, y los llevó aparte a 

un monte elevado» (Mt 17,1). El evangelio de la 

Transfiguración se proclama cada año en el segundo 

domingo de Cuaresma. En efecto, en este tiempo litúrgico el 

Señor nos toma consigo y nos lleva a un lugar apartado. Aun 

cuando nuestros compromisos diarios nos obliguen a 

permanecer allí donde nos encontramos habitualmente, 

viviendo una cotidianidad a menudo repetitiva y a veces 

aburrida, en Cuaresma se nos invita a “subir a un monte 

elevado” junto con Jesús, para vivir con el Pueblo santo de 

Dios una experiencia particular de ascesis. hará bien 

reflexionar sobre esta relación que existe entre la ascesis 

cuaresmal y la experiencia sinodal. 

Continua del Boletin del 19 de Febrero……  

Luego, los participantes se reunieron en pequeños grupos y 

se les pidió que reflexionaran sobre la pregunta fundamental 

acerca de "caminar juntos" y seis preguntas centrales 

descritas en el Vademécum, para ayudar a motivar el 

diálogo. También se puso a disposición un Cuestionario 

Sinodal en Línea para aquellos que no podían o dudaban en 

participar en persona. A través de los siguientes medios, se 

informó sobre el sínodo, su significado, objetivos y la forma 

en que las personas podian participar: el sitio web 

diocesano, artículos en The Catholic Spirit (el periódico 

oficial de la diócesis), mensajes de video del Obispo 

Checchio, podcasts, correos electrónicos a párrocos y 

embajadores parroquiales, anuncios desde el púlpito y 

publicaciones en los boletines parroquiales. Para promover 

la participación de la mayor cantidad posible del pueblo de 

Dios, llevamos a cabo actividades de alcance a los siguientes 

grupos: capellanes en la universidad local, líderes de la 

comunidad Hispana y miembros de las organizaciones de 

caridad locales que ministran a los ancianos, los que no 

tienen hogar, los pobres y los inmigrantes. En algunos 

casos, fue difícil reunirse con las personas como grupo, por 

lo que se realizaron entrevistas individuales. Varios 

ministerios y grupos fueron invitados a realizar sus propias 

sesiones de escucha, como clérigos y religiosos, estudiantes 

de secundaria, jóvenes y adultos jóvenes, directores y 

maestros de Escuelas Católicas, Courage y otros grupos 

LGBTQ y aquellos que se encuentran en la prisión de 

mujeres, los refugios para personas sin hogar y quienes 

utilizan las despensas de alimentos.  

Queridos hermanos y hermanas,  

El año pasado, muchos en nuestra familia parro-

quial  eligieron dar la bienvenida a la temporada de Cuares-

ma haciendo el cambio a Faith Direct, nuestra plataforma de 

donaciones electrónicas, y espero que este año muchos más 

adopten este nuevo enfoque para dar como parte de la Cua-

resma. Un paso positivo que puede tomar durante la Cuares-

ma para darle a su mayordomía un mayor impacto: compro-

meterse con una oferta recurrente a través de donaciones en 

línea. Esta es una manera de sostener nuestra comunidad de 

fe con donaciones consistentes mes tras mes. Cuantas más 

personas hagan ofertas recurrentes, mejor podremos presu-

puestar y planificar los ministerios que más significan para 

usted. Sea parte de nuestra campaña de donación electróni-

ca de Cuaresma de renunciar a los sobres e inscribirse hoy. 

Llame a Faith Direct al número gratuito 866-507-8757 para 

hablar directamente con alguien.  

En Cristo, 

Padre Abraham 
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Amoris Laetitia: A spirituality of care, consolation and 

incentive 324. Led by the Spirit, the family circle is not only 

open to life by generating it within itself, but also by going 

forth and spreading life by caring for others and seeking their 

happiness. This openness finds particular expression in hos-

pitality, which the word of God eloquently encourages: “Do 

not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 

have entertained angels unawares” (Heb 13:2). When a family 

is welcoming and reaches out to others, especially the poor 

and the neglected, it is “a symbol, witness and participant in 

the Church’s motherhood”. Social love, as a reflection of the 

Trinity, is what truly unifies the spiritual meaning of the 

family and its mission to others, for it makes present the 

kerygma in all its communal imperatives. The family lives its 

spirituality precisely by being at one and the same time a 

domestic church and a vital cell for transforming the world. 

2023 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

Renewed and Sent on Mission by the Eucharist 

The impact and success of the Catholic 

Center at Rutgers is relational outreach to 

students, a distinct approach for college 

campus ministry. The staff includes reli-

gious from the Sisters of Jesus Our Hope 

and the Brotherhood of Hope, as well as, 

the Associate Director of Vocations for the 

Diocese of Metuchen and several interns. They are out on 

campus meeting and interacting with students where they 

live their lives and also reach them using the tools of tech-

nology. Thanks to your gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, 

the Catholic Center offers a safe haven where students are 

able to grow in their knowledge and practice of the faith, 

experience a meaningful sense of service to the community, 

and come to a deeper understanding of their call to disciple-

ship.  Thank you for your support. Pope Francis' Prayer Intention for February 

For parishes: We pray that parishes, placing communion 

at the center, may increasingly become communities of 

faith, fraternity and welcome towards those most in 

need.  

Gertrude Hawk Candy Catalogs are once again available at 

both Churches.  Sales start on Feb. 4th.  All orders must be re-

ceived by February 27th.  For more information call Cathy 

White at 732-277-8882. Profits from sales support the Parish.    

Mass for a Loved One �

It is a good Catholic tradition to have a Mass said for the 

repose of the soul of a loved one, for a person who is ill, for 

a special intention, for a celebration such as birthdays or 

anniversaries, and in thanksgiving. The normative offering 

for an announced Mass in the Diocese of Metuchen is 

$10.00. Please use the form below to submit requests by mail 

or place this form in the Sunday collection basket. Please call 

the parish office, 732�572�0977 for any questions. �

Mass Times:  

Weekdays:8:00 AM Mon, Wed, Fri. at St. Paul’s  

                 9:00 AM Tue, Thurs., Sat. at Guardian Angels 

Weekends: 4:00 PM (Vigil) Saturday, Guardian Angels     

Sundays:   8:00 AM and 11:00 AM, Guardian Angels 

                 9:30 AM and 12:30 PM (Spanish), St. Paul’s  

 Requested by: _________________________________________               �

Address: ______________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________  

Name of the person for the intentions (deceased or living): 

______________________________________________________  

Or Special Intention (please specify): 

______________________________________________ 

Date, Time & Church for Mass: 

____________________________________�

Message of Pope Francis for Lent, 2023  

Lenten Penance and the Synodal Journey 

 

Dear brothers and sisters! 

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke all recount the 

episode of the Transfiguration of Jesus. There we see the 

Lord’s response to the failure of his disciples to under-

stand him. Shortly before, there had been a real clash 

between the Master and Simon Peter, who, after profess-

ing his faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, re-

jected his prediction of the passion and the cross. Jesus 

had firmly rebuked him: “Get behind me, Satan! You are 

a scandal to me, because you do not think according to 

God, but according to men!” (Mt 16:23). Following this, 

“six days later, Jesus took with him Peter, James and 

John his brother and led them away to a high moun-

tain” (Mt 17:1). The Gospel of the Transfiguration is pro-

claimed every year on the Second Sunday of Lent. During 

this liturgical season, the Lord takes us with him to a 

place apart. While our ordinary commitments compel us 

to remain in our usual places and our often repetitive 

and sometimes boring routines, during Lent we are invit-

ed to ascend “a high mountain” in the company of Jesus 

and to live a particular experience of spiritual discipline –

 ascesis – as God’s holy people. Lenten penance is a com-

mitment, sustained by grace, to overcoming our lack of 

faith and our resistance to following Jesus on the way of 

the cross. This is precisely what Peter and the other dis-

ciples needed to do. To deepen our knowledge of the Mas-

ter, to fully understand and embrace the mystery of his 

salvation, accomplished in total self-giving inspired by 

love, we must allow ourselves to be taken aside by him 

and to detach ourselves from mediocrity and vanity. We 

need to set out on the journey, an uphill path that, like a 

mountain trek, requires effort, sacrifice and concentra-

tion. These requisites are also important for the synodal 

journey to which, as a Church, we are committed to mak-

ing. We can benefit greatly from reflecting on the relation-

ship between Lenten penance and the synodal experi-

ence. 
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while providing nothing but the  highest quality of professional care.

John John C. Park, M.D. C. Park, M.D. 
Lorin R. Press, M.D.Lorin R. Press, M.D.
Barbara H. Schwartz, M.D.Barbara H. Schwartz, M.D.
COMPREHENSIVE CATARACT
CORNEA • GLAUCOMA
REFRACTIVE SURGERY

JAQUI-KUHN FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Families Since 1933”

Daniel Simone, CFSP, Manager-Owner, NJ Lic. No 3347 
Parishioner, Member of Knights of Columbus, Council 6306

17 South Adelaide Ave. • Highland Park, NJ (732) 545-0606
www.jkfuneralhome.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Douglas Shaller

dshaller@4LPi.com
 (800) 477-4574 x6458


