TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD PARISH

May 17, 2026
23 South Fifth Avenue, Highland Park, NJ 08904
Phone: 732-572-0977 » Fax: 732-572-7497
Website: transfiguration-parish.com/
Parish Email: transfiguration.parish@verizon.net
Religious Education Email: edisonparish@verizon.net
Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday - 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. & Friday - 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

St. Paul the Apostle Church Guardian Angels Church
23 South 5™ Ave. (Access from corner of 6™ & Raritan Ave.) 37 Plainfield Ave. (Access from Market Street)
Highland Park, NJ 08904 Edison, NJ 08817

Vision Statement
The vision of Transfiguration of the Lord Parish is to have an enlightening and
transforming experience of God through a greater faith and knowledge of Jesus.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass

St. Paul the Apostle Church Guardian Angels Church
Sunday 9:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. (Spanish Mass) Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. and Sunday 8:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Daily Mass: Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 8:00 a.m. Daily Mass: Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday - 9:00 a.m.
Sacrament of Penance by appointment Sacrament of Penance: Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m.

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION AS ANNOUNCED IN BULLETIN
Eucharistic Adoration: Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon at Guardian Angels Church
Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: after the §:00 a.m. Mass, Wednesday, St. Paul the Apostle Church
Novenas for Miraculous Medal and St. Jude: Tuesday after 9 a.m. Mass, Guardian Angels Church

Staff
Rev. Abraham Lotha, PhD, Pastor
Deacon Edward Krupa & Deacon Ubaldo Valdes (part-time)
Maria Singares: Administrative Assistant/Secretary
Bridget O’Connor: Director R.E.

Parish Membership: We welcome new members to our Par-
ish family and request you register in the Parish as soon as
possible. Active membership is determined by registration,
faithful participation and giving of one’s time, talent and re-
sources to this community of faith. The parish cannot is-
sue certificates of eligibility for sacramental sponsorship,
give recommendations or character references if a per-
son is not active parishioner.

The Sacrament of Baptism:

Baptism is the celebration through which a child is brought
into the faith of the Catholic Church. Parents must be regis-
tered and practicing members of the parish. Parents and
sponsors are required to attend a pre-baptismal class. Spon-
sors must be practicing Catholics in good standing and able
to obtain a certificate of eligibility from their parish.

Sacrament of Matrimony: The Sacrament of Matrimony
requires a time of spiritual, intellectual and emotional prepa-
ration. Couples should arrange with the Parish Office one (1)
year prior to the wedding date. Please call the parish office
for an appointment with the pastor prior to making any other
wedding plans.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: Anyone who feels
called by God to become a member of the Catholic Church
participates in the RCIA Program. A series of instructions
and liturgical ceremonies designed to give total formation in
the Catholic Faith

Pastoral Care of the Sick: Any parishioner who is sick,
aged or incapacitated may receive the Eucharist at home.
Please contact the Parish Office to have a priest visit you at
home or in the hospital.
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MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, May 16

Guardian Angels Church

4:00 p.m. Patrick Obukowhot, by Family
Kathryn Loretta, by Family
Noreen Fitzgeraldt, by Mary Anne Day
Richard Prevoznak (operation),
by Peter & Kathy Higgins

Sunday, May 17: The Ascension of the Lord

St. Paul the Apostle Church

9:30 a.m. Patrick Obukowhot, by Family
Joyce Sawickit, by John & Gert Melnick
Amelio Angelinit,
by Ellida & Giuliano Ferrara

12:30 p.m. Rosa Nila Lloungtop Salazar (cumpteaios)t,

by Christian, Tiffany, John Angel &
Rosemary
Por la llegada del Nieto Sail,
by Familia Flores Diaz
Guardian Angels Church
8:00 a.m. John & Johanna Suchanek,
by Patricia Suchanek
Andy Fresco, Maryjean Fresco,
Josephine Colonna, Andrew Colonna Sr.,
Andrew Colonna Jr., by Carissa Fresco
Jose F. Manlapigt, by Daughter Gloria
In remembrance of the wedding
anniversary of Richard Marlow & late
Margaret “Peggy” Marlow,
by Tom & Betty Sinker
Monday, May 18
St. Paul the Apostle Church
8:00 a.m. People of the Parish
Tuesday, May 19
Guardian Angels Church
9:00 a.m. John Carrolt, by Cathy White
Bernadette Tardio*t, by Geri Flanagan
Wednesday, May 20
St. Paul the Apostle Church
8:00 a.m. Danny Varady
Thursday, May 21
Guardian Angels Church
9:00 a.m. Margaret “Peggy” Marlowt,
by Rich Marlow
Friday, May 22
St. Paul the Apostle Church
8:00 a.m. For the Sick
Saturday, May 23
Guardian Angels Church
9:00 a.m. Bernadine Hubschmant, by Pat Rinaldi
4:00 p.m. Noreen Fitzgeraldt, by Marta Afonso
Sunday, May 24: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
St. Paul the Apostle Church

11:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m. Michael & Philomena Peronet,

by Angela Perone

Amelio Angelinit, by Theresa Fronzuti
12:30 p.m. Yolanda Aguilar y Margarita Jiménez,

by Familia Flores Diaz
Guardian Angels Church
8:00 a.m. Nancy Riccit, by Frank & Sharon Loftus
11:00 a.m. Anthony J. Pojnart, by Wife Jennie
Amelio Angelinit, by Gina, Rita &
John Valeri

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE

Guardian Angels Church
Saturday, May 23

4:00 p.m.

Lector: Jason Biskupek

Eucharistic Minister: Carla Guerreiro

Ushers: R. Marlow, T. Cherepon, M. Cherepon
Sunday, May 24 8:00 a.m.
Lector: Joan Guetti

Rodel Santos
Angelo Damone

Eucharistic Ministers:

Ushers: A. Damone, M. Mehalick
Sunday, May 24 11:00 a.m.
Lector: Katie Farrar

Eucharistic Minister: Gloria Rada

Ushers: T. Sinker, J. Virrey, P. Weir

St. Paul the Apostle Church
Sunday, May 24
Lectors:

9:30 a.m.

Brittany Meklin
Ward Biondi
Betty Lou Varady
J. Adadevoh

Eucharistic Minister:
Ushers:

Sanctuary Candle at St. Paul’s
In Memory of
Friends, Family & Residents of RCC

Donors invited for the following items for 2026:

Breaking Bread Hymnals (Guardian Angels): Paul Bravo
Breaking Bread Hymnals (St. Paul's): Garlatti Family
Misa del Dia: $1,000 (Hispanic Community)

Wine: In memory of Arlene & William Eichler

Hosts: Anonymous

Hosts (Gluten Free): Anonymous

Palm Leaves: Anonymous

Candles $ Candle Oil: In memory of D’Amico &
Romano Families

For more information please contact Fr. Abraham Lotha

Please pray for the sick and homebound

Rodney Afonso, Jimmy Andrade, Rita Beckhorn, Ann Belsky,
Lucca Bernal, Carol Byrne, Charles Byrne, Loretta Dalando,
John Dempsey, Migdalia Diaz, Sarah Esposito, Noreen V. Fitz-
gerald, Angelica Francois, Michael Fuzesi, Gladys Gonzalez,
Martha Gutierrez, Mark Iannacone, Sr. Donna Kane, Maggie
Keogh, Brittany Knapp, John Kriegl, Amarilis Maldonado, Ann
Marie Mc. Manus, Donovan Mak, Jean Mikita, Bob Nellegar,
Dolores Neumann, Stephanie P., Paul Pachucki, Ellen Pelosi,
Richie Rausch, Jaxson Rivera, Alena Robles, Antonia Sacristan,
Robert F. Santoro, Jack Santos, Mickey Schiavone, Joseph
Skalla, Steve & Alice Marie Sloss, Donna E. Smith, Alice Sporer,
Christina Stevenson, Helen Szaranowski, Mary Ann Takash,
Jean Toth, Frank Valendo, Joe Valendo, Lorretta Valendo,
Christine Voorhees, Jeanette Wiegartner, William B. Zalek, and
JoAnn Zullo.

Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of Noreen Fitzgerald

Prayers for Military Personnel

Sgt. Kevin Klemick, Marines. Kyle P. Chanley, US Army. Captain
Hayes Cozza, Marines. First Lieutenant Santino Cozza, Air Force.
Corporal Thomas G. Monahan, Marines. SPC. Brandon D’Souza.
Airman Tamari Bailey, Air Force. Captain Michael Asprocola,
Army Sgt. Michael Tutalo, Marines. Sgt. Preston Zalek, Army.
Chief Petty Officer Joseph M. Zalek, Navy. SR Cullen McArdle,
Navy. Sgt. Juan A. Alejandro, Army. Jake Loftus, USN, 2nd Lt.
Brennan Skirzenski US Army.

Please call the Parish Office if you have a family member serving
in the Armed Services & would like to be included.
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National Consecration to the Sacred Heart

In June 2026, as part of the celebration of the 250th anni-
versary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence,
the U.S. bishops will consecrate the United States of Ameri-
ca to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Parishes around the coun-
try are encouraged to join the bishops in consecrating our
nation to the Sacred Heart in June. There will be a novena
leading up to the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus (June 12). It will begin on June 3 and end on June
11. You can find suggested prayers for each day of the no-
vena at this link: https://www.usccb.org/novena-sacred-
heart-jesus. For more information go to: https://
www.uscch.org/weholdthesetruths. You can also go to the
diocesan Office of Worship resources page for this infor-
mation: https://diometuchen.org/resources-1.

SAVE THE DATE!!!

Sunday, June 15, 2026
1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Guardian Angels Grounds

Burgers, pickles, salad, corn, etc.

B
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April 30, 2026

Transfiguration of the Lord Parish
Father Abraham Lotha

23 S 5th Ave

Highland Park, NJ 08904-2604

Dear Abraham and the entire Transfiguration of the Lord Parish community,

Thank you for your generous gift of $10,000, received on April 6, 2026 in
support of De La Salle Blackfeet School in the Diocese of Helena, Montana
and St Paul's Catholic Church in the Diocese of Cheyenne, Wyoming. I am
deeply grateful for your kindness and for the trust you place in Catholic
Extension Society and the mission we serve together.

Through your support, Catholic Extension Society is able to stand with good
people whose faith is strong even when the circumstances of their lives are
difficult. Your gift helps ensure that they can continue serving faithfully,
forming leaders, and promoting confidence and Catholic faith within their
communities.

This work is never done alone, and your partnership makes a real and lasting
difference. Together, we are strengthening the foundations that allow the
poorest people in our country’s poorest regions to remain rooted, resilient, and
hopeful.

1 am grateful for your belief in this mission and for the role you play in
sustaining it.

With appreciation,

Goot 6less VA corm
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2026
May 20: Confirmation

May 31: First Holy Communion

June 15: Parish Picnic

July/August: Spaghetti Dinner

August 22: Summer 50/50 Raffle

September 18: Bingo Burger

November 15: Tricky Tray

November 14/15 & 21/22: Thanksgiving Offering
December 5: Christmas Tree Lighting

December 5: Ministries Appreciation Dinner

December 27: Year-End Party

OFFERINGS
5/10/2026
Offertory $4,490.00
Mothers Day $ 480.00
Shop Rite $ 50.00
Bring a Dollar $ 95.00
Energy Cost

Our next project will be to our Energy Cost Project.

Shop Rite $ 350.00

Bring a Dollar $ 740.00

Total (5/3/2026) $1,090.00
eGIVING

= eGiving lets you streamline your stewardship
& and support Transfiguration of the Lord Parish
i grow the ministries you care about most. eGiv-

ing provides steady, consistent support so we
can empower our mission in support of our parish fami-
lies and our community. Sign up at https://
giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/transfigurationhp or
call their toll free number: (866)930-4774 x6.

Second Collection

The Second Collection scheduled for this weekend is for
the Development of the People. The proceeds benefit
the Church in Latin America, the Solidarity Fund for the
Church in Africa, the Church in Eastern Europe and the
Catholic Home Mission Appeal.

MEN’S MORNING “What it means to be a
Catholic Man in Today’s World.”

The Shrine of St. Joseph is hosting a Men’s Morning on
Saturday, June 6, from 8:00 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. The morn-
ing includes Mass at 8:00 a.m. in the Chapel followed by
breakfast, a talk, witness, prayer, and a small group dis-
cussion. The featured presentation, “What it means to be
a Catholic Man in Today’s World,” will be given by author
and speaker Kevin Wells. The morning will also include a
witness by Br. Ken Apuzzo of the Brotherhood of Hope on
the many young people who entered the Catholic Church
this Easter through campus ministry and the growing
renewal of faith among young adults at Seton Hall Uni-
versity and Rutgers University. There is no cost to attend,
but registration is required. To register, please visit.
shrineofsaintjoseph.com/menofsaintjoseph.
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PARROQUIA DE LA TRANSFIGURACION DEL SENOR

Iglesia San Pablo El Apéstol, 17 de mayo de 2026, La Ascension del Sefior

Le invitamos a rezar el Rosario todos los domingos a las 11:30 a.m.

Nuestra Visién Parroquial

La vision de la Parroquia de la Transfiguracion del Sefior es vivir una experiencia de Dios que nos ilumine y nos
transforme a causa de un mejor conocimiento de Jesiis y una Fe mayor en El.

Lectores: Carmen Chabez y Luisa Torres (5/17/2026)
Ministro Eucaristico: Diacono Ubaldo Valdes
(5/17/2026)

Lectores: Guadalupe Diaz y Karen Gonzales (5/24/2026)
Ministro Eucaristico: Efrin Zambrano (5/24/2026)

Membresia Parroquial
Nuevos residentes de la comunidad son bienvenidos a
registrarse como feligreses. También les pedimos que
cualquier cambio de direccién, correo electrénico o nu-
mero de teléfono sea sometido a la oficina de la parroquia
con prontitud.
El sacramento del bautismo

El bautismo es la celebracion a través de la cual un nifio
es llevado a la fe de la Iglesia Catoélica. Los padres deben
estar registrados y practicando miembros de la parro-
quia. Los padres estan obligados a asistir a una clase pre
bautismal. Los padrinos deben ser catélicos practicantes
y poder obtener un certificado de elegibilidad de su pa-
rroquia.

RCIA
Cualquiera que se sienta llamado por Dios para conver-
tirse en miembro de la Iglesia Catoélica participa en el
programa RCIA. Una serie de instrucciones y ceremonias
litargicas disefiadas para dar buena informacién en la fe
catélica.
Cuidado pastoral de los enfermos

Cualquier feligrés que esté enfermo, envejecido o incapa-
citado puede recibir la eucaristia en casa. Por favor llame
a la oficina de la parroquia.

AL SANTUARIO NACIONAL BLUE ARMY
DE LA VIRGEN DE FATIMA

674 MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD E. ASBURY, NJ 08802

30 de Mayo de 2026 9:30 AM a 3:00 PM

ADORACION, REFLEXION, CONFESIONES,
SANTO ROSARIO, ANGELUS Y MISA

Lleva tu comida para un compartir

iInformacion?

" Dgfo caf s € o F
" METUCHEN Comunicate al 732-245-4575

o Lescobar@diometuchen.org

Exhortacion Apostoélica Dilexi Te
Del Santo Padre Leén XIV Sobre el Amor
hacia los Pobres

El cuidado de los pobres en la vida monastica

57. Ademas de la asistencia material, los monasterios
desempefiaron un papel fundamental en la formacion
cultural y espiritual de los mas humildes. En tiempos de
peste, guerra o hambre, eran lugares donde el necesitado
encontraba pan y remedios, pero también dignidad y pa-
labra. Alli se educaba a los huérfanos, se formaba a los
aprendices y se instruia a los campesinos en técnicas
agricolas y en la lectura. El saber se compartia como don
y responsabilidad. El abad era a la vez maestro y padre, y
la escuela monastica era un lugar de liberacién por la
verdad. Porque, como escribe Juan Casiano, el monje
debe caracterizarse por «la humildad de corazén [...], que
no conduce a la ciencia que hincha, sino a la que ilumina
por medio de la plenitud de la caridad». Al formar con-
ciencias y transmitir sabiduria, los monjes contribuyeron
a una pedagogia cristiana de inclusiéon. La cultura, mar-
cada por la fe, se compartia con sencillez. El saber, cuan-
do esta iluminado por la caridad, se convierte en servicio.
De ese modo, la vida monastica se revelaba como un esti-
lo de santidad y una forma concreta de transformacion de
la sociedad.

58. La tradicién monastica ensefia, por tanto, que la ora-
cién y la caridad, el silencio y el servicio, las celdas y los
hospitales, forman un tnico tejido espiritual. El monaste-
rio es lugar de escucha y de accién, de adoracion y de
compartir. San Bernardo de Claraval, gran reformador de
la Orden Cisterciense, «reclamé con decisiéon la necesidad
de una vida sobria y moderada, tanto en la mesa como en
la indumentaria y en los edificios monasticos, recomen-
dando la sustentacion y la solicitud por los pobres». Para
él, la compasion no era una opcién accesoria, sino el ca-
mino real para seguir a Cristo. La vida monastica, por lo
tanto, cuando es fiel a su vocacion original, muestra que
la Iglesia sélo sera plenamente esposa del Senor cuando
sea también hermana de los pobres. El claustro no es un
mero refugio del mundo, sino una escuela en la que se
aprende a servirlo mejor. Alli donde los monjes abrieron
sus puertas a los pobres, la Iglesia revelé con humildad y
firmeza que la contemplacion no excluye la misericordia,
sino que la exige como su fruto mas puro.

Indulgencia de San Francisco:

En enero de 2026, el Papa Le6n XIV proclamé el Ano Ju-
bilar de San Francisco por los 800 afios de su muerte.
Durante este jubileo (10 de enero de 2026 a 10 de enero
de 2027) se concede indulgencia plenaria a quienes,
cumpliendo las condiciones habituales, peregrinen a una
iglesia franciscana o templo dedicado a San Francisco y
participen en una celebracién liturgica o dediquen un
tiempo a la oracién.




Apostolic Exhortation DILEXI TE of the
Holy Father Pope Leo XIV
to all Christians on love for the poor

Care for the poor in monastic life

57. In addition to providing material assistance, monas-
teries played a fundamental role in the cultural and spir-
itual formation of the humblest. In times of plague, war
and famine, they were places where the needy found
bread and medicine, but also dignity and a voice. It was
there that orphans were educated, apprentices received
training and ordinary people were taught agricultural
techniques and how to read. Knowledge was shared as a
gift and a responsibility. The abbot was both teacher and
father, and the monastic school was a place of freedom
through truth. Indeed, as John Cassian writes, the monk
must be characterized by “humility of heart... which
leads not to knowledge that puffs up, but to knowledge
that enlightens through the fullness of charity.” By form-
ing consciences and transmitting wisdom, monks con-
tributed to a Christian pedagogy of inclusion. Culture,
marked by faith, was shared with simplicity. Knowledge,
illuminated by charity, became service. Monastic life
thus revealed itself as a style of holiness and a concrete
way to transform society.

58. The monastic tradition teaches us that prayer and
charity, silence and service, cells and hospitals form a
single spiritual fabric. The monastery is a place of listen-
ing and action, of worship and sharing. Saint Bernard of
Clairvaux, the great Cistercian reformer, “firmly recalled
the need for a sober and measured life, in the refectory
as in monastic clothing and buildings, recommending
the support and care of the poor.” For him, compassion
was not an option, but the true path of following Christ.
Monastic life, therefore, if faithful to its original vocation,
shows that the Church is fully the bride of the Lord only
when she is also the sister of the poor. The cloister is not
only a refuge from the world, but a school where one
learns to serve it better. Where monks and nuns have
opened their doors to the poor, the Church has revealed
with humility and firmness that contemplation does not
exclude mercy but demands it as its purest fruit.

2025 Bishop’s Annual Appeal

Summary Information
Goal: $48,000.00

Total Pledged & Received: $27,362.75
Recurring Gift $0.00
Recurring Received $0.00
Amount Received: $22,812.00
Over/(Under) Goal: ($20,637.25)
Percent of Goal Pledged: 57.01%
Percent of Goal Received: 47.53%
Average Gift Amount: $273.63

Parish Registration Form
If you would like to become an active member of Trans-
figuration of the Lord Parish, we invite you to complete
the Registration form below and place the completed
form in the Offertory basket or send it to the Parish Of-
fice. Someone from the Parish Office will contact you.

Full Name:

Name of Spouse:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Children under 18:

Any areas in which family members may be interested to
help?

fellowship, an uplifting presentation, and Holy Mass.
-— W i

9:30 am - 12:30 pm
h St. John Neumann Pastoral Center,

,’ The event is free, but registration is required.
-

That they May Be One

The National release of the film “That They May Be
One”, will be May 19t and 20th. The film provides a com-
pelling case for Christian unity, connecting the charis-
matic movement within both Catholic and Protestant cir-
cles. By clicking the links below, you will be able to pro-
vide your zip code and see where the film will be showing
in your area. We encourage you to check this out and to
share it with your those in your community and your
Ecumenical Christian partners.

https:/ /www.fathomentertainment.com/releases/that-
they-may-be-one/

film’s website: https://thattheymaybeonefilm.com/

LIFE-GIVING

<. Wounds
RETREAT

A Healing Retreat for Adult Children of Divorce or Separation

St. John Neumann
Pastoral Center
146 Metlars Lane

Piscataway, NJ 08854

Saturday,

Registration is

July 11, 2026 only $40

o register, go to
mart.com/form/Kr_vIg?vid=towdrh
the QR code to the right.
Questions? Email Maria Agnese at odi h

with guest speaker, Joanie C. Lynn, APN
of Saint Peter's University Hospital

All grandparents and seniors are welcome for a
morning of joy and renewal, including breakfast,

Thursday, July 23, 2026

146 Metlars Lane, Piscataway, NJ

Scan the QR code to register
Email magnese@diometuchen.org or
call (732) 562-1543 with any questions.
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JAQUI-KUHN FUNERAL HOME

“Serving Families Since 1933”

Daniel Simone, CFSP, Manager-Owner, NJ Lic. No 3347
Parishioner, Member of Knights of Columbus, Council 6306

Support Our

Advertisers!

17 South Adelaide Ave. + Highland Park, NJ (732) 545-0606
www.jkfuneralhome.com
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