
  TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD PARISH 
May 24, 2026 

23 South Fifth Avenue, Highland Park, NJ 08904 
Phone:  732-572-0977 • Fax:  732-572-7497 

Website:  transfiguration-parish.com/  
Parish Email:  transfiguration.parish@verizon.net  

Religious Education Email:  edisonparish@verizon.net 
Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday - 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. & Friday - 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.   

 

  St. Paul the Apostle Church                                 Guardian Angels Church  
 23 South 5th Ave. (Access from corner of 6th & Raritan Ave.)                           37 Plainfield Ave. (Access from Market Street)                 
    Highland Park, NJ 08904             Edison, NJ 08817 

Vision Statement  
The vision of Transfiguration of the Lord Parish is to have an enlightening and  
transforming experience of God through a greater faith and knowledge of Jesus.  

 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass  
             St. Paul the Apostle Church    Guardian Angels Church 

             Sunday 9:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. (Spanish Mass)   Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. and Sunday 8:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
             Daily Mass: Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 8:00 a.m.                Daily Mass: Tuesday, Thursday  & Saturday - 9:00 a.m.  
                Sacrament of Penance by appointment     Sacrament of Penance: Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION AS ANNOUNCED IN BULLETIN  

Eucharistic Adoration: Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon at Guardian Angels Church 
Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: after the 8:00 a.m. Mass, Wednesday, St. Paul the Apostle Church 

Novenas for Miraculous Medal and St. Jude: Tuesday after 9 a.m. Mass, Guardian Angels Church 
 

Staff  
Rev. Abraham Lotha, PhD, Pastor  

Deacon Edward Krupa & Deacon Ubaldo Valdes (part-time)  
Maria Singares: Administrative Assistant/Secretary  

Bridget O’Connor: Director R.E. 

Parish Membership:  We welcome new members to our Par-
ish family and request you register in the Parish as soon as 
possible. Active membership is determined by registration, 
faithful participation and giving of one’s time, talent and re-
sources to this community of faith.  The parish cannot is-
sue certificates of eligibility for sacramental sponsorship, 

give recommendations or character references if a per-
son is not  active parishioner.  
 

The Sacrament of Baptism:   
Baptism is the celebration through which a child is brought 
into the faith of the Catholic Church. Parents must be regis-
tered and practicing members of the parish. Parents and 
sponsors are required to attend a pre-baptismal class. Spon-
sors must be practicing Catholics in good standing and able 
to obtain a certificate of eligibility from their parish. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony:  The Sacrament of Matrimony 
requires a time of spiritual, intellectual and emotional prepa-
ration.  Couples should arrange with the Parish Office one (1) 
year prior to the wedding date. Please call the parish office 
for an appointment with the pastor prior to making any other 
wedding plans.   
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  Anyone who feels 
called by God to become a member of the Catholic Church 
participates in the RCIA Program. A series of instructions 
and liturgical ceremonies designed to give total formation in 
the Catholic Faith  
  

Pastoral Care of the Sick:  Any parishioner who is sick, 
aged or incapacitated may receive the Eucharist at home. 
Please contact the Parish Office to have a priest visit you at 
home or in the  hospital.  



TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD PARISH                                                MAY 24, 2026 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 
 

 

Guardian Angels Church 
Saturday, May 30                         4:00 p.m. 
Lector:   Mary Anne Day 
Eucharistic Minister:   Silvia H. de Colina  

Ushers:                R. Marlow, T. Cherepon, M. Cherepon       
Sunday, May 31                            8:00 a.m.  
Lector:   Anthony Varghese 
Eucharistic Minister: Gloria Ramirez 
Ushers:   A. Damone, M. Mehalick 

Sunday, May 31                         11:00 a.m. 
Lector:   John Melnick 
Eucharistic Minister: Virginia Reyes 
Ushers:   T.  Sinker, J. Virrey, P. Weir  
St. Paul the Apostle Church 

Sunday, May 31                9:30 a.m. 
Lector:   Ann Studden 
Eucharistic Minister: Carla Guerreiro 
Ushers:   J. Adadevoh         

Sanctuary Candles 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly Sanctuary 
Lamp in memory of a loved one or a special intention at 
either Guardian Angels or St. Paul’s for a donation of 
$25.00.  Enclose your offering in an envelope with infor-
mation and put in an envelope with information and put 
in collection basket or mail or bring it to the parish office. 

Please pray for the sick and homebound 

Rodney Afonso, Jimmy Andrade, Rita Beckhorn, Ann Belsky, 

Lucca Bernal, Carol Byrne, Charles Byrne, Loretta Dalando, 
John Dempsey, Migdalia Diaz, Sarah Esposito, Noreen V. Fitz-

gerald, Angelica Francois, Michael Fuzesi, Gladys Gonzalez, 
Martha Gutierrez, Mark Iannacone,  Sr. Donna Kane, Maggie 

Keogh, Brittany Knapp, John Kriegl, Amarilis Maldonado, Ann 
Marie Mc. Manus, Donovan Mak, Jean Mikita, Bob Nellegar, 

Dolores Neumann, Stephanie P., Paul Pachucki, Ellen Pelosi, 
Richie Rausch, Jaxson Rivera, Alena Robles, Antonia Sacristan, 

Robert F. Santoro, Jack Santos, Mickey Schiavone, Joseph 
Skalla,  Steve & Alice Marie Sloss, Donna E. Smith, Alice Sporer, 

Christina Stevenson, Helen Szaranowski,  Mary Ann Takash, 
Jean Toth, Frank Valendo, Joe Valendo,  Lorretta Valendo, 

Christine Voorhees, Jeanette Wiegartner, William B. Zalek, and 
JoAnn Zullo. 

Prayers for Military Personnel 

Sgt. Kevin Klemick, Marines. Kyle P. Chanley, US Army. Captain 

Hayes Cozza, Marines. First Lieutenant Santino Cozza, Air Force. 
Corporal Thomas G. Monahan, Marines. SPC. Brandon D’Souza. 

Airman Tamari Bailey, Air Force. Captain Michael Asprocola, 
Army Sgt. Michael Tutalo, Marines. Sgt. Preston Zalek, Army. 

Chief Petty Officer Joseph M. Zalek, Navy. SR Cullen McArdle, 
Navy. Sgt. Juan A. Alejandro, Army. Jake Loftus, USN, 2nd Lt. 

Brennan Skirzenski US Army. 
Please call the Parish Office if you have a family member serving 

in the Armed Services & would like to be included.   

If you are away during this season, please travel safe. 
You can also look at our parish website: transfiguration-

parish.com/ to learn of events in our Parish. 

Donors invited for the following items for 2026: 
 

Breaking Bread Hymnals (Guardian Angels): Paul Bravo 

Breaking Bread Hymnals (St. Paul's): Garlatti Family 
Misa del Dia: $1,000 (Hispanic Community) 

Wine: In memory of Arlene & William Eichler 
Hosts: Anonymous  

Hosts (Gluten Free): Anonymous  
Palm Leaves: Anonymous  

Candles $ Candle Oil: In memory of D’Amico &                 
Romano Families  
 

For more information please contact Fr. Abraham Lotha 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 

Saturday, May 23 
Guardian Angels Church 
4:00 p.m. Noreen Fitzgerald, by Marta Afonso 
  Cathy McComiskey, Karen Mohamed 
Sunday, May 24: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 
9:30 a.m.  Michael & Philomena Perone,  
  by Angela Perone 

  Amelio Angelini, by Teresa Fronzuti 
12:30 p.m. Yolanda Aguilar y Margarita Jiménez,  
  by Familia Flores Díaz 
Guardian Angels Church 
8:00 a.m. Nancy Ricci, by Frank & Sharon Loftus 
11:00 a.m.  Anthony J. Pojnar, by Wife Jennie  
  Amelio Angelini, by Gina, Rita &  
  John Valeri 
Monday, May 25 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 
8:00 a.m.  Office Closed—No Mass 
Tuesday, May 26 

Guardian Angels Church 
9:00 a.m.  Noreen Fitzgerald,  
  by Bob & Edna Nellegar 
Wednesday, May 27 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 
8:00 a.m. Mary Waugh Wescott 
Thursday, May 28 

Guardian Angels Church 
9:00 a.m. Arnolvio “Rey” Samudio,  
  by Familia Singares Samudio 
Friday, May 29 

St. Paul the Apostle Church 
8:00 a.m. Jonathan E. Szura (Birthday),  
  by Brian Szura 
Saturday, May 30 
Guardian Angels Church 
9:00 a.m. The Hill Family 
4:00 p.m. Noreen Fitzgerald,  

  by Andy & Ginny Czech 
Sunday, May 31: The Most Holy Trinity 
St. Paul the Apostle Church 
9:30 a.m.  Elsie Gerhad,  

  Amelio Angelini, by Fiorella Varleri-Stark 
12:30 p.m. Elvira, Juan, Beatriz, Marcela y  
  Cristobal Varconez 

Guardian Angels Church 
8:00 a.m. Rev. Francis E. Suchanek  

  by Patricia Suchanek 
11:00 a.m.  Margaret “Peggy” Marlow,  
  by Rich Marlow 
  Noreen Fitzgerald,  

  by Rich Marlow 



PENTECOST SUNDAY                          MAY 24, 2026  

eGIVING 
eGiving lets you streamline your stew-
ardship and support Transfiguration of 
the Lord Parish grow the ministries you 
care about most.   eGiving provides 
steady, consistent support so we can em-
power our mission in support of our par-
ish families and our community. Sign up  
at https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/
giving/transfigurationhp or call their toll 

free number: (866)930-4774 x6.  

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2026  

May 31: First Holy Communion 

June 14: Parish Picnic  

July/August: Spaghetti Dinner  

August 22: Summer 50/50 Raffle  

September 18: Bingo Burger 

November 15: Tricky Tray  

November 14/15 & 21/22: Thanksgiving Offering 

December 5: Christmas Tree Lighting  

December 5: Ministries Appreciation Dinner  

December 27: Year-End Party  

OFFERINGS   
 
 

    5/17/2026      
Offertory   $4,692.00 
Shop Rite   $     50.00    
Bring a Dollar   $   234.00   
  

Energy Cost 
 

Our next project will be to our Energy Cost Project.  
Shop Rite   $   400.00    
Bring a Dollar   $   974.00 

Total (5/17/2026)   $1,374.00 

SAVE THE DATE!!!  
 

Sunday, June 14, 2026 
1:30 to 4:00 p.m. 
Guardian Angels Grounds 
 

Burgers, hot dogs, watermelon 
and drinks! 
 

$15.00/adult and kids under 10 free! 

Second Collection 

The Second Collection scheduled for the weekend of May 
30/31, 2026, is for the Catholic Communication Cam-
paign. The proceeds benefit the Catholic Communication 
Campaign (national and local levels) and the Catholic 
University of America. 

Confirmation Students 2025-26 

Congratulations to the following students who were       
confirmed on Wednesday, May 20 at Guardian Angels by 
Bishop Emeritus Paul Bootkoski. Thank you to their 
teachers and aides. 

1. Juan Caballero  10. Aiden Mathew 

2. Emely Chanez  11. Mark Mendoza 

3. Noe Chanez   12. Melanie Mendoza 

4. Eduardo Chavarria  13. Neymar Mendoza 

5. Leila David   14. Analis Perez 

6. Johangel Flores  15. Leah Rodriguez 

7. Zulay Galindo  16. Guillermo Salazar 

8. Joseph Lamar  17. Andrew Salazar 

9. Brenda Lopez   18. Jazmin Zacapala 

In observance of            
Memorial Day, the    

parish office will be 
closed on Monday,     

May 25.  There will be 

No Mass that day. 

New floors for the bathrooms at Guardian Angels.                                                       
Thanks to Bob Golembiewski and his team. 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/transfigurationhp
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/transfigurationhp


PARROQUIA DE LA TRANSFIGURACION DEL SEÑOR 
Iglesia San Pablo El Apóstol,  24 de mayo de 2026, Domingo de Pentecostés 

 

Le invitamos a rezar el Rosario todos  los domingos a las 11:30 a.m. 
 

Nuestra Visión Parroquial 
La visión de la Parroquia de la Transfiguración del Señor es vivir una experiencia de Dios que nos ilumine y nos  

transforme a causa de un mejor conocimiento de Jesús y una Fe mayor en Él. 

Lectores: Guadalupe Díaz y Karen Gonzáles (5/24/2026)   

Ministro Eucarístico: Efrin Zambrano (5/24/2026) 
 

Lectores: Bertha Rojas y Cristobalina Gutierrez
(5/31/2026) 

Ministro Eucarístico: Guadalupe Díaz (5/31/2026) 

Exhortación Apostólica Dilexi Te                                                            
Del Santo Padre León XIV Sobre el Amor                               

hacia los Pobres 

Liberar a los cautivos 

59. Desde los tiempos apostólicos, la Iglesia ha visto en la 
liberación de los oprimidos un signo del Reino de Dios. Jesús 
mismo, al iniciar su misión pública, proclamó: «El Espíritu 
del Señor está sobre mí, porque me ha consagrado por la 
unción. Él me envió a llevar la Buena Noticia a los pobres, a 
anunciar la liberación a los cautivos» (Lc 4,18). Los primeros 
cristianos, incluso en condiciones precarias, rezaban y asis-
tían a los hermanos y hermanas encarcelados, como atesti-
guan los Hechos de los Apóstoles (cf. 12,5; 24,23) y diversos 
escritos de los Padres. Esta misión liberadora se prolongó a 
lo largo de los siglos mediante acciones concretas, especial-
mente cuando el drama de la esclavitud y el cautiverio marcó 

sociedades enteras. 

60. Entre finales del siglo XII y principios del XIII, cuando 
muchos cristianos eran capturados en el Mediterráneo o 
esclavizados en las guerras, surgieron dos Órdenes religio-
sas: la Orden de la Santísima Trinidad, Redención de Cauti-
vos (trinitarios), fundada por san Juan de Mata y san Félix 
de Valois, y la Orden de la Bienaventurada Virgen María de 
la Merced (mercedarios), fundada por san Pedro Nolasco con 
el apoyo de san Raimundo de Peñafort, dominico. Estas co-
munidades de consagrados nacieron con el carisma específi-
co de liberar a los cristianos esclavizados, poniendo a dispo-
sición sus bienes y a menudo ofreciendo su propia vida a 
cambio. Los trinitarios, con el lema Gloria Tibi Trinitas et 
captivis libertas (Gloria a Ti, Trinidad, y a los cautivos liber-
tad), y los mercedarios, que añaden un cuarto voto a los vo-
tos religiosos de pobreza, obediencia y castidad, dieron testi-
monio de que la caridad puede ser heroica. La liberación de 
los cautivos era expresión del amor trinitario: un Dios que 
libera no sólo de la esclavitud espiritual, sino también de la 
opresión concreta. El gesto de rescatar de la esclavitud y de 
la prisión se considera una prolongación del sacrificio reden-
tor de Cristo, cuya sangre es el precio de nuestro rescate (cf. 

1 Co 6,20). 



Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers are needed to sell ShopRite cards on Saturday 
and Sunday after each mass a Guardian Angels. If you 
are interested in volunteering please contact the church 
office. Thanks you for your consideration. 

2025 Bishop’s Annual Appeal  

Summary Information 

Goal:     $48,000.00 

Total Pledged & Received:    $27,362.75 

Recurring Gift    $0.00 

Recurring Received   $0.00 

Amount Received:   $22,812.00 

Over/(Under) Goal:              ($20,637.25)  

Percent of Goal Pledged:        57.01% 

Percent of Goal Received:       47.53% 

Average Gift Amount:        $273.63 

MEN’S MORNING “What it means to be a               
Catholic Man in Today’s World.” 

The Shrine of St. Joseph is hosting a Men’s Morning on 
Saturday, June 6, from 8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. The morn-
ing includes Mass at 8:00 a.m. in the Chapel followed by 
breakfast, a talk, witness, prayer, and a small group dis-
cussion. The featured presentation, “What it means to be 

a Catholic Man in Today’s World,” will be given by author 
and speaker Kevin Wells. The morning will also include a 
witness by Br. Ken Apuzzo of the Brotherhood of Hope on 
the many young people who entered the Catholic Church 
this Easter through campus ministry and the growing 
renewal of faith among young adults at Seton Hall Uni-
versity and Rutgers University. There is no cost to attend, 
but registration is required. To register, please visit. 
shrineofsaintjoseph.com/menofsaintjoseph. 

Apostolic Exhortation DILEXI TE of the                           
Holy Father Pope Leo XIV                                                   

to all Christians on love for the poor 

Freeing prisoners 

59. Since apostolic times, the Church has seen the liber-
ation of the oppressed as a sign of the Kingdom of God. 
Jesus himself proclaimed at the beginning of his public 

ministry: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim release to the captives” (Lk 4:18). 
The early Christians, even in precarious conditions, 
prayed for and assisted their brothers and sisters who 
were prisoners, as the Acts of the Apostles (cf. 12:5; 
24:23) and various writings of the Fathers attest. This 
mission of liberation has continued throughout the cen-
turies through concrete actions, especially when the trag-
edy of slavery and imprisonment have marked entire so-
cieties.  

60. Between the late twelfth and the early thirteenth cen-
turies, when many Christians were captured in the Medi-
terranean or enslaved in wars, two religious orders arose: 

the Order of the Most Holy Trinity and of the Captives 
(Trinitarians), founded by Saint John of Matha and Saint 
Felix of Valois, and the Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
of Mercy (Mercedarians), founded by Saint Peter Nolasco 
with the support of the Dominican Saint Raymond of 
Penafort. These communities of consecrated persons 
were born with the specific charism of freeing Christians 
who had been enslaved, placing their own possessions at 
the disposal of the enslaved [46] and many times offering 
their own lives in exchange. The Trinitarians, with their 
motto Gloria tibi Trinitas et captivis Libertas (Glory to 
you, O Trinity, and liberty to the captives), and the Mer-
cedarians, who added a fourth vow to the religious vows 

of poverty, chastity and obedience, testified that charity 
can be heroic. The liberation of prisoners is an expres-
sion of Trinitarian love: a God who frees not only from 
spiritual slavery but also from concrete oppression. The 
act of rescuing someone from slavery and captivity is 
seen as an extension of Christ's redemptive sacrifice, 
whose blood is the price of our redemption (cf. 1 Cor 
6:20). 

 



New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/NJ

JAQUI-KUHN FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Families Since 1933”

Daniel Simone, CFSP, Manager-Owner, NJ Lic. No 3347 
Parishioner, Member of Knights of Columbus, Council 6306

17 South Adelaide Ave. • Highland Park, NJ (732) 545-0606
www.jkfuneralhome.com

Robert Fox, Manager N.J. License No. 4371

BoylanFH.com
~ family owned and operated since 1958 ~

10 Wooding Avenue
Edison, New Jersey 08817

(732) 572-0076

Kenneth
Vercammen

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Wills & Probate

2053 Woodbridge Ave.
Edison, NJ 08817

732-572-0500

	 www.njlaws.com

732-417-4444732-417-4444
$35 OFF ANY SERVICE$35 OFF ANY SERVICE

Free Estimate Since 1983 NJ Plmbg Lic. 8411

EDISON PIZZA
• PIZZA	 • TAKE-OUT
• PASTA	 • EAT-IN
• ENTREES	 • BYOB
• SUBS	 • DELIVERY

MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF • Excludes Catering

On and Off Premises Catering For Any Occasion!
Private Banquet Room For up to 60 People

2303 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison NJ, 08817
732-985-1733 • edisonpizza.com

Contact Monica Sankey
msankey@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x3101

732-520-9554
www.expertchimneyroofing.com

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured – 20 Years

Serving All of New Jersey

EXPERT CHIMNEY 
& ROOFING

$1,250 OFF
ANY NEW  

ROOF  
REPLACEMENT

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, 

Gutter, Masonry Repair 
& SENIORS

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS • GUTTERS • MASONRY
SIDEWALKS & STEPS

DECK REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

We Find & Fix Leaks!
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