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Using the best seeds doesn’t always guarantee the best plants.
An older Italian gentleman straight from Italy gave me these
amazing tomato seeds that he claimed produced the best 
tomatoes ever grown. Without doubt, the fruit he shared with
me was a testament to that fact. These tomatoes were amazing!
I couldn’t wait until the next growing season to plant these
seeds and harvest my own tomatoes. The whole experiment
ended up a failure. I did everything the gentleman said, but my
fruit didn’t even come close. What happened? At first I was
perplexed, then some years later the light dawned. The 
problem wasn’t the seeds, it was the soil!

You cannot sow seeds in any old place and in a haphazard way
and expect them to be at their best. It doesn’t work that way.
Planting the seeds is the easiest part. Preparing the soil is the
challenge. Tilling, mulching, enriching, and building up the
nutrients are all required for good fruit. Then after the seeds
are planted, more care is required in order to maintain that
healthy, nutrient rich environment for those seeds to sprout,
grow, and flourish. God happily sows the seeds of his Word.
What do we do with them?

If we expect to be a passive bystander and have good fruit
magically grow, we are mistaken. Bearing the good fruit of
God’s Word requires preparation and work. We have to 
cultivate the soil of our lives so that those seeds can find a
proper home. This one thing alone takes a great deal of patience, time, and effort. What kind of preparation have we put
into our lives so that we can be a recipient of God’s seed? It
takes a great deal of soulsearching and egochecking to
properly prepare. God is the ever faithful and persistent 
sower. If the seeds do not bear fruit the first time, God will
come back time and time again, giving it another try.

If we have created a suitable bed for sowing, then once the seed
is sown, we must properly maintain them. What is our 
maintenance plan for the seeds of God’s Word? We need not
only a source for water but a watering schedule. We need to
weed, aerate the soil, nurture the young plants, protect them,
and provide proper nutrients. What does our spiritual 
maintenance plan look like? If we have done all things well,
imagine what the seeds of God’s Word could produce in us!
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CCD updates for the 2020 ± 2021 school year 
/First Holy Communion


St Genevieve’s CCD and Confirmation programs will resume
in September.
You can pick up registrations at the rectory and they will also
be available on the website soon.
http://www.stgensrcc.com/
Please be sure to check the bulletin and the website for 
additional updates.
I should have the schedule for the upcoming school year on
the website by the middle of July.


First Holy Communion

The children from our CCD program and St. Genevieve’s
school that were supposed to receive their First Holy 
Communion on May 3rd will be receiving this sacrament in the
near future. We will be notifying all parents of these students
with the new date by the middle of July. You will receive a
phone call or email from your child’s teacher or myself. It
will also be noted on the website and in the bulletin.

If anyone has any questions, please leave a message at the 
rectory with Pattie and I will get back to you within 24 hours.

Enjoy your summer and stay safe ☺ 
God Bless
Donna Pietz
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WHY DO WE DO THAT?  CATHOLIC LIFE 
EXPLAINED



Why Do Catholics Baptize Babies? 

Question: 
Why do Catholics baptize babies? 

Answer:
For adults who want to be baptized, the celebration only takes
place after a long, guided, and thoughtful process through the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. This is also true for
many Protestant Christians, who are baptized later in life,
often after a personal, transforming religious experience. So,
it seems fair to ask why our Catholic tradition includes infant
baptism. After all, if we make adults who want to become
Catholic wait months and even years as they grow in their
understanding of Christ and his teachings, why should babies
² who “do nothing” ² be baptized? 

Our custom of infant baptism dates back to the earliest days
of the Church, when St. Paul baptized entire households, 
including, we presume, children (see Acts 16:15, 33; 18:8).
That had become common practice by the second century.
When Christianity was legalized 200 years later, infant 
baptism became the normal practice throughout the Church. 

We recognize that in Baptism, we are given the grace to 
overcome original sin ² the human tendency to choose 
ourselves and our own wills over God ² and to become 
members of the Church. This is the gift we give to infants in
Baptism.

In its essence, the baptism of infants also reminds us adult
Christians that the gift of salvation and membership in the
Church (i.e., the Body of Christ) is God’s initiative. It is freely
offered to us, regardless of where we might be in life’s 
journey. Salvation isn’t something we earn. Instead, we see
that Baptism is the beginning of a lifelong process of growing
into the kind of disciples that Jesus wants us to be. 

To learn more, see the “Catechism of the Catholic
Church” (no. 12501252 and 12621270). 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 


The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal organization for 
Catholic men. All men of the parish are invited to join. For
information please contact :
Council 253 at (908)3552253 or Chris at (908)3514444.

LIVE THE LITURGY  INSPIRATION FOR THE
WEEK


Any good farmer will tell you that regardless of how good the
quality of the seed, its sprouting and bearing of effective fruit
is dependent upon the quality of the soil. Preparing the soil is
one of the most essential components of farming. There is no
doubt that the seed of God’s Word will eventually achieve its
purpose. God cannot and will not fail. When and how that
seed bears fruit is, however, dependent upon us. What is the
quality and condition of your soil? Life’s concerns and 
preoccupations can cause us to become inattentive to our
inner life. This sometimes unintentional neglect can result in
our soil becoming hard, overgrown with weeds, rocky,
parched, and lifeless. When God’s seed is sown, it doesn’t 
always take root because it struggles to establish roots and
flourish. How can you more attentively attend to the soil of
your heart so that it will be a fertile and vital place for the
fruit of the Gospel to grow?

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS


Focus on the Good


When I was a child, my mother had a set of sculptures 
resembling three human heads. One head had hands over the
ears, one had hands over the eyes, and one had hands over
the mouth. Of course, they depicted the phrase, “Hear no
evil; see no evil; speak no evil.” I have seen these images 
repeated many times since then, usually as the monkey heads
from a Japanese proverb, which would have probably
seemed a little less creepy to me when I was a small child.
Apparently, there is no consensus about the full meaning or
certain origin of these three images nor the phrase. At the
very least, it causes us to reflect on the need to avoid evil and
look for the good in things.


As I have lived my life, I have come to believe there are more
people who lives their lives in a contrary manner to these
images. It is not that they seek evil, but it is as if they “see no
good, hear no good, and speak no good.” Gossiping is the way
they pass the time, and they always seem to find the negative
in people and situations. Being a good steward certainly
means that we do not seek evil, but more than that, it means
that we see the abundance of good things all around us. These
gifts of God are big and little, profound and ordinary. By
seeing the world in this way, we begin to change our 
personalities and our overall disposition. We always need to
follow a new proverb: see all the good, hear all the good, and
speak about the good. Amen.
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SATURDAY, JULY 4, 2020
5:30pm For the Veterans req. Nick & Mary Ann Marino
SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2020
7:30 Ann O’Connor req. Carol & Rocco DiPaola
9:00 Julian & Maria Dorta req. Danielle Dorta
10:30 Michael O’Connor req. O’Connor Family
12:00 Henrietta Cerullo req. Dr. Cerullo

Mercedes Abella req. Abella Family
MONDAY, JULY 6, 2020
7:00 Damain Lobo req. Homem Family
8:00 Damian Francis Lobo req. Sister
7pm Margaret Bellero req. Vickie Sterinsky
TUESDAY, JULY 7, 2020
7:00 Marie & Floyd, Jerry, Dr. Jack & Pick Donahue, 
Dr. Bob & Jane Messier
8:00 Our Lady of Fatima req. Manuel Farinha
WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2020
7:00 Purkis/Gill Family req. Ray & MaryEllen Purkis
8:00 Joe Leonard req. The Leisure Group
THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2020
7:00 George Hahn req. Cathy & Tom Deckert
8:00 Francisco Amor req. Marcy
FRIDAY, JULY 10, 2020
7:00 Lito Nombre req. Sisco Family
8:00 Joseph Leonard req. John & MaryAnn Trotter
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2020
7:00 People of the Parish
8:00 Joe Leonard req. Eloise EhrlCorbo
5:30pm Carol Ann Chodan req. Family
SUNDAY JULY 12, 2020
7:30 Larry Gallagher req. Family
9:00 Julian & Maria Dorta req. Danielle Dorta
10:30 Maureen O’Brien req. Eileen Brady
12:00 Manuel Almeida req. Almeida Family

Robert A. Sherrier req. Bobish Family
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True Freedom





Christ freed us from sin. Patriots throughout the ages
fought for our freedom. There are still those today who
cannot enjoy freedom from poverty. Why not celebrate
your freedom by an act of kindness? One way to do this is
by donating your unwanted used clothing, small appliances,
shoes, linens, sheets, towels, stuffed animals, novels, toys
and children’s books to our Catholic Charities donations
bin located on our property. Thank you.

Our prayers are with you as you recover

Grill

Alice e y, Rachael
Pennell 



REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS WORLD PEACE
AND AN END TO TERRORISM
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Jennifer Tanis

Edward J. Shaffery Jr.

Ronald T. Principe, Jr.

NJ Lic. No. 4894

NJ Lic. No. 3315

NJ Lic. No. 4841

Funeral Director

Manager

Funeral Director

Matthew V. Marini

Advanced Planning Director
NJ Lic. No. 5114

McCracken Funeral Home
1500 Morris Ave., Union, NJ 07083

908-686-4700

Shim’s Martial
Arts Academy
TWO
LOCATIONS!
• Martial Arts
• Summer Camp
• After School Program

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

2191 Morris Ave. | Union, NJ | 908-721-1992
1115 E. Jersey St. | Elizabeth, NJ | 908-354-0203

www.SMAATKD.com

Bar & Liquor Restaurant
Take-Out • Barbecue
Portuguese, American & Spanish Cuisine

Home of the Steak on a Stone
“O Rei dos Leitoes”
Assado em forno a lenha
665 Monroe Ave., Elizabeth

Restaurant: 908-354-2525
Take Out: 908-354-4024
www.valencadining.com

Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz
to place an ad today!
jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6417

Krowicki McCracken
FUNERAL HOME
Linden, NJ

908-352-9190

www.krowickifuneralhome.com
Joseph J. Olivero, Mgr.
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

NJ Lic. No. 3322

St. Genivieve’s, Elizabeth, NJ

04-1051

ARNOLD‘S PEST
CONTROL
Complete
Termite and Pest
Control Service
Industrial • Comm. • Res.
Family owned for over 50 years

908-276-8062

www.arnoldspestcontrol.com

Avenue
Pinho’s
Flowers Bakery
Inc.
& Gifts
Portuguese
“Beautiful
Arrangements
Start Here”

French, Italian Bread
Rolls and Pastry
1027 Chestnut Street

166 Elmora Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ
354-7101

Roselle 245-4388
The Law Office of

LEAH E. CAPECE
We Serve Families And
Small Businesses
In Financial Distress
Bankruptcy • Real Estate
Foreclosure Assistance
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Call or Text

908.266.4843

Offices Conveniently Located In
Elizabeth and Woodbridge

www.leclawonline.com

Portuguese & Spanish Cuisine

625 Westfield Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908.355.2233
fax: 908.355.4418

Large Parties Welcome
15-50 people

TORNA A.
SORRENTO
RISTORANTE
Cocktails - Lunch - Dinner

54 Westfield Ave.,
Elizabeth, NJ

(908) 351-4060
Ample Parking

139 Westfield Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Established 1888

Caring For You in Every Way
225 Williamson St. • Elizabeth, NJ

www.TrintasRMC.org

Directors: James A. Gordon Jr. NJ Lic. No. 3021, Manager
Pawel S. Maslanka NJ Lic. No. 4813

908.352.2268

Afschmidtfuneral.com
PARIS AND BETANCOURT
FAMILY DENTISTRY
Drs. Alina M. Betancourt, DMD
and Jay J. Paris, DMD
570 North Broad Street, Suite 6
Elizabeth, NJ 07208

908-355-2253
HALL RENTAL
AVAILABLE

908-527-0880
908-353-3790
Hablamos Espanol
Hours by appointment only
Bring this ad and receive FREE
EXAM AND TWO X-RAYS FOR
NEW PATIENTS

www.parisandbetancourt.com

Knights of Columbus
Council 253

328 Union Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
Max. 100 People
Free Parking
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Genivieve’s, Elizabeth, NJ

04-1051

