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When doing student report cards, there was a comment the
teacher could choose that read: inattentive and easily 

distracted. Could that comment describe your spiritual life?
We can become so consumed with myriad distractions and
preoccupations and lose our connection to what is really 
significant and important. We can become dull. This happens
in our human relationships, too. We can easily take the love of
others for granted, whether it be a parent, spouse, friend, or a
child. We assume and presume that their love will always be
there and do very little to cultivate, rejuvenate, and deepen it.
Presumption can become a great sin.
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PROLIFE MINISTRY NEWS


Fr. George received a thank you from the 

Executive Director of Gateway Pregnancy Centers in 
response to our ProLife Baby Shower. In it he writes: “We
received at our Elizabeth location a large amount of baby
supplies, pampers, new clothing, many other items, as well
as the cash and checks. Once again we are so grateful for
your many years of faithfulness to the unborn. We 
appreciate all that you do for the little ones. May our Lord
bless you richly.” Thank you to all who participated in the
baby shower making it such a great success. 





We do the same thing with God and our spiritual lives. We
presume that God will be merciful. Because we believe that in
the end God is going to forgive us anyway, then why put a lot
of effort into things now? What’s the point? It’s far easier to
find a comfortable spot, curl up and take a nap! There is no
immediate urgency to staying awake and attentive, so we
think, and we simply fly by the seat of our pants. Assuming
and presuming too much about our relationships, especially
our relationship with God, can lead to neglect and abuse. It
can even lead to a sense of entitlement, where we actually 
believe that something is due us without much effort on our
part.

Cub Scouts are Selling
Pies for Thanksgiving



Cub Scout Pack 23 is 
taking orders for Thanksgiving pies. The pies will be
baked by Pinho’s Bakery and are available in 17 
varieties, at a cost of $14 each. Pies can be ordered
until November 18 and will be available for pick up at
St. Gen’s on the evening of November 24 and 
November 25. Orders can be placed:
• After Saturday and Sunday Masses, in the back of

the church;
• In the church hall any Tuesday or Wednesday


evening, 7:00 to 8:00 pm.; or
• By using the order form found at the doors of the

church.



Folks who are distracted and preoccupied can find their 
relationships, especially the primary ones, drifting away. You
can actually be married to someone for many years and wake
up one morning realizing that you really do not know them or
truly recognize them. We have to desire God in order to 
recognize God. We have to open our hearts, minds, and souls
to His Presence so that we can be rejuvenated and refreshed.
But we cannot do this if we are distracted or napping. We have
to be awake and alert! As a young child eagerly watches for
and anticipates that arrival of their parent home, so too we
must watch for God’s presence. If the anticipation of God’s
arrival does not excite us and rouse us, then we need to ask
why. The wise person keeps vigilant watch, knowing that in the
end they will not be disappointed. 
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Confirmation Program Reminder


First assignment is due on 111520.
Please email, mail or drop it off at the rectory to Fr. Gillen
no later than 111520.

WE’RE SCOUTING FOR FOOD

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  RECOGNIZE GOD IN
YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS


In Our Midst


One day my son came downstairs in our house and went into
the kitchen to get himself a bowl of cereal. He had no idea I
was in the front room quietly reading something on my
smartphone. He poured his milk and reached to grab a spoon.
At that moment, I simply said, “Hello.” Startled, he jumped
back from the silverware drawer and let out a scream. He
would tell this story differently, but it certainly was a scream.
He clutched his chest as if he had just seen a ghost. All I 
wanted to do was say hello.


We have all been startled by someone when we thought we
were all alone. Sometimes that person in our midst was simply
quiet and hidden from our view. Other times, we simply have
our head and mind in the clouds to the point we are ignoring
the fact we are not alone.

The Boy Scouts of America is again conducting a
massive campaign to collect food for the homeless and
needy. On Saturday, November 14, the Cub Scouts and
Boy Scouts of St. Genevieve's Parish will be collecting
food throughout the Elmora area. Please be as
generous as possible. All food collected will be given
to food pantries and assistance agencies for
distribution locally. Because of the size of this project,
the Scouts must limit themselves to the area bounded
by Westfield Avenue, Stiles Street, Morris Avenue, the
Lehigh Valley Railroad, and Galloping Hill Road. Please
leave your donations in a bag or box marked "Boy
Scouts" on your front porch or steps, visible from the
road, by 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, November 14. If you
live outside of the collection area, but wish to donate,

you can bring your contributions, including frozen
turkeys or turkey breasts, to the parking lot behind the
Rectory between 9:30 and noon on that Saturday.
Questions can be directed to Dan Bernier,
Scoutmaster, (908) 4511948 or
homeinthepark1@comcast.net.



At times that person we don’t see is Jesus. He might seem 
quieter some days, but he should never be hidden from our
view. He is always there with us, in others, and sharing our
everyday moments. When we fail to see him in our midst, it is
easy to act in ways we wouldn’t if we saw him directly in front
of us. We become less giving and more selfcentered. No one
wants to be surprised one day when suddenly they realize they
were not alone, especially if the one who startles us is our God. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 


The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal organization for 
Catholic men. All men of the parish are invited to join. For
information please contact :
Council 253 at (908)3552253 or Chris at (908)3514444.

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Question: What does the Church say about suicide? 
Answer: 
Unfortunately, despite the Church’s clear teachings in 
resources like the Catechism of the Catholic Church and the
United States Catholic Catechism for Adults, there are still

many people who are confused about what the Church 
teaches regarding the tragic reality of suicide. 
While we hold that all life is sacred, we are also alltoo aware
that psychological, emotional and even physical illness ² as
well as extreme anxiety, fear, and abuse ² can lead 
individuals to take their own lives. Speaking to this, the United
States Catholic Catechism for Adults reflects, “Although 
suicide is always objectively sinful, one should not despair of
the eternal salvation of persons who have taken their own
lives. By ways known to him alone, God can provide the 
opportunity for salutary repentance. The Church prays for
persons who have taken their own lives” (pg. 294). The text
also states the reality of illness or other extreme influences can
“diminish the responsibility of one committing suicide” (pg.
293). 
Parishes and grief support groups should show special care
and concern for those families that have lost a loved one to
suicide. And, communities should always try to be mindful of
those who might be at risk of suicide or selfharm. 
If someone is contemplating suicide, please know that help is
available, including the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
(18002738255).
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2020
5:30pm Merv Baxter req. O’Connor Family
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2020
7:30 Nancy Scoela req. Joan Santos
9:00 Robert A. Sherrier req. Bobish Family
10:30 Pam Sisco req. Family
12:00 Joseph Chodan req. Family

Gladys Almeida req. Almeida Family 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2020
7:00 Elizabeth Napier Benincasa req. Family
8:00 Robert Trotter req. John & Mary Ann Trotter
7pm Jerry Randolph req. Richard Costello & Family
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2020
7:00 Marie & Floyd, Jerry, Dr. Jack & Pick Donahue, 
Dr. Bob & Jane Messier
8:00 Rose Di Giorgio req. John & Joanne Malone
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2020
7:00 For the Veterans req. Nick & Mary Ann Marino
8:00 M. Anthony DelBuono (Birthday) req. Wife
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2020
7:00 Meloro Family req. Family
8:00 Anne Russell req. Linda & Kevin Weaver
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2020
7:00 Benincasa Family req. Family
8:00 Louise Surmay req. Tony Chodan
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2020
7:00 People of the Parish
8:00 Maria DiPaola req. Husband & Family
5:30pm Agustin Sisto req. Mr. & Mrs. Gabriel Bouillon
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2020
7:30 Loretta Iungerman req. Ken & Kathy Tillotson
9:00 Arlene Lodzinski req. Lodzinski Family
10:30 Mary McHugh req. O’Connor Family
12:00 Gregory A. Escandell req. Eskenrode Family

Mercedes Abella req. Abella Family


 





NAME___________________________________________ 




LIVE THE LITURGY  INSPIRATION FOR
THE WEEK


Do you consider yourself spiritually mature and awake? We
can become a little presumptuous in the Christian life and
even put a little too much stock in God’s mercy. We foolishly
believe that in the end, God is going to give everyone a 
passing grade and all will be well. Therefore, until that time
comes, I can remain mediocre in my faith disciplines and
put aside the effort needed to go from okay to excellent. We
can be accomplished procrastinators! The meeting of God
facetoface either when we die or when Christ comes again,
whichever comes first, is not going to be as casual as we may
think. There is no earthly meeting in our experience that can
even compare to what it will be like to meet God. To say that
we are going to be caught up in awe is an understatement.
But, there is something even more significant than that to
consider: If we haven’t learned how to be attentive, 
recognize, and long for the holy of holies in this life, what
make us think we are going to recognize and desire it in the
next? Pray for the wisdom to act prudently.



Our prayers are with you as you recover

Grill



REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS WORLD PEACE
AND AN END TO TERRORISM
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Jennifer Tanis

Edward J. Shaffery Jr.

Ronald T. Principe, Jr.

NJ Lic. No. 4894

NJ Lic. No. 3315

NJ Lic. No. 4841

Funeral Director

Manager

Funeral Director

Matthew V. Marini

Advanced Planning Director
NJ Lic. No. 5114

McCracken Funeral Home
1500 Morris Ave., Union, NJ 07083

908-686-4700

Shim’s Martial
Arts Academy
TWO
LOCATIONS!
• Martial Arts
• Summer Camp
• After School Program

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

2191 Morris Ave. | Union, NJ | 908-721-1992
1115 E. Jersey St. | Elizabeth, NJ | 908-354-0203

www.SMAATKD.com

Bar & Liquor Restaurant
Take-Out • Barbecue
Portuguese, American & Spanish Cuisine

Home of the Steak on a Stone
“O Rei dos Leitoes”
Assado em forno a lenha
665 Monroe Ave., Elizabeth

Restaurant: 908-354-2525
Take Out: 908-354-4024
www.valencadining.com

Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz
to place an ad today!
jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6417

Krowicki McCracken
FUNERAL HOME
Linden, NJ

908-352-9190

www.krowickifuneralhome.com
Joseph J. Olivero, Mgr.
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

NJ Lic. No. 3322

St. Genivieve’s, Elizabeth, NJ

04-1051

ARNOLD‘S PEST
CONTROL
Complete
Termite and Pest
Control Service
Industrial • Comm. • Res.
Family owned for over 50 years

908-276-8062

www.arnoldspestcontrol.com

Avenue
Pinho’s
Flowers Bakery
Inc.
& Gifts
Portuguese
“Beautiful
Arrangements
Start Here”

166 Elmora Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ
354-7101

French, Italian Bread
Rolls and Pastry
1027 Chestnut Street

Roselle 245-4388

Portuguese & Spanish Cuisine

625 Westfield Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908.355.2233
fax: 908.355.4418

Large Parties Welcome
15-50 people

139 Westfield Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Established 1888

Caring For You in Every Way
225 Williamson St. • Elizabeth, NJ

www.TrintasRMC.org

Directors: James A. Gordon Jr. NJ Lic. No. 3021, Manager
Pawel S. Maslanka NJ Lic. No. 4813

908.352.2268

Afschmidtfuneral.com

908-355-2253
HALL RENTAL
AVAILABLE

Knights of Columbus
Council 253

328 Union Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
Max. 100 People
Free Parking
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Genivieve’s, Elizabeth, NJ

04-1051

