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PLEASE HELP US SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF 
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December 6, 2020�2nd Sunday of Advent�

�

People knew over a year in advance that the Pope was coming 

for a visit to America and the preparations began. Security, 

space limitations and requirements, protocols, crowd �

management, itineraries, invitations, regulations, and so much 

more was necessary to pull this event off effectively. It’s not 

every day that we get a visit from such a prominent dignitary. 

Thought, effort, meticulous attention to detail and vision all 

are necessary to make this thing work. After all, he can’t just 

show up in the ordinary and normal daily routines of life and 

catch people unprepared! Tickets have to be purchased, buses 

rented, hotel rooms reserved, and travel arrangements made 

early because it will be impossible to see him if we wait too 

long!�

�

We do this kind of preparing not only for prominent religious 

figures but for political dignitaries, notable sports figures, �

people of fame, and even actors. If an individual intrigues us, 

we are going to want to do all we have to do to get a “good 

seat” in the house. Does Jesus Christ captivate this much of 

our attention? We are asked to prepare the way of the Lord 

and to do so not with frantic frenzy but patient enthusiasm. 

We do not have to stand on a street corner making profound 

announcements about God’s coming or become overly zealous 

in our embrace of the Good News. Our task is quieter, more 

interior, captivating, and consuming. We are asked to change. 

We have to conduct our lives with holy devotion.�

�

Is the cost of that ticket too much for you? Don’t you want the 

“best seat” in the house? You don’t want to miss Our Lord’s 

arrival when he comes, do you? After all, if he comes while you 

are going about your daily routines without you even knowing, 

he may catch you off guard. Or, he may come in disguise �

looking like a beggar, a prisoner, migrant, refugee, or someone 

who is lost. Would you be ready to recognize him then? �

Preparing for the coming of Christ requires a change of mind, 

heart, and behavior. It is not adequate to simply do the things 

we always do. We want our lives to speak of the exciting news 

of Christ’s coming and the joy that the Gospel brings. It has to 

do with our demeanor, values, priorities, choices, and how we 

structure daily routines. Of course, it involves sacrifice. All 

anticipations do! Are you excited, captivated, enthusiastic, and 

sitting on the edge of your seat eager to celebrate his coming 

among us at Christmas, and waiting for him to come again? If 

not, why not?�

�

�

Thank  you continued  ge e o y  and  

o In  to  ce ve  

ee y please  use  envelopes  and  

e amount of on the e ve o e.��

�

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR ANY �

�

UP�TO�DATE INFORMATION:�

�

CHRISTMAS MASS SURVEY�

Are you planning to join us for Christmas Mass in person or 

on line?�

� ____in person� � _____on line�

How many family members will be joining you in Church for 

Christmas Mass?  Needed because of Covid�19 restrictions.�

                       ________# of Family members attending�

Please indicate the Mass you are likely to attend�

  ____2:30PM Christmas Eve�

  ____4PM (children’s liturgy, children will not be on altar)�

  ____5:30PM�

  ____9PM�

Christmas Day____7:30AM ___9AM ___10:30____12Noon�

Name_____________________________________________�

Phone #___________________________________________�

E�Mail____________________________________________�

Kindly return this in the collection basket, or drop it off in 

the front or rear mail box of the rectory. You may also          

e�mail us at stgens@optonline.net.�

Suggestions:�

�

�
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE GOD IN 

YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

�

Jubilation to Share�

�

Sometimes you have something to share with people that �

causes you to well up inside with excitement to the point of 

going crazy. A pregnancy test, a pay raise, a college �

acceptance, a wedding or engagement are all examples of �

moments in life when we might be bursting at the seams to tell 

somebody the good news. When we finally get the chance to 

tell somebody, joy just seems to flow through us with ease. We 

literally want the entire world to share in our jubilation.�

�

When was the last time you shared with a friend or loved one 

how much your faith in Jesus means to you? You don’t feel 

the same motivation to share? Are you not overwhelmed with 

a desire to spread the Good News?�

�

Don’t feel bad. You are not alone. As Christians, we often fail 

to grasp the powerful implications of being a disciple of Jesus 

Christ. We can become complacent and lose sight of what 

matters the most. That is when sharing with others about our 

faith seems uncomfortable.�

�

Faith is a gift. As everyday stewards we are called to share 

with others what God has given us. Advent is a great time to 

grow in our faith and love of the Lord. The more we cultivate 

our faith and the closer we draw to Him, the more we will 

want to share about Him. We might not have the impact of 

John the Baptist in the course of human history, but our �

proclamation of the Gospel to another might be the gift that 

changes their history.�

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS �

�

The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal organization for �

Catholic men. All men of the parish are invited to join. For 

information please contact :�

Council 253 at (908)355�2253 or Chris at (908)351�4444.�

WHY DO WE DO THAT? � CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED�

�

Question: Can a divorced Catholic receive holy Communion? �

Answer: �

Unfortunately, too many people today � Catholics and �

non�Catholics alike � mistakenly believe that divorce �

separates one from the Communion of the Church and that 

divorced persons may not receive Communion. However, as 

the Church has communicated in a number of places, the �

issue at hand is not the reality of divorce, but is more often the 

reality of re�marriage outside of the Church (such as in the 

case of a Catholic who was previously married within the 

Church, divorced, and remarried without receiving an �

annulment). �

Divorced persons are called to live chastely as single people 

and to observe the same call to avoid sin as anyone else who 

desires to receive the Eucharist. Beyond this, however, Pope 

Francis has reminded us that the healing power of the �

Eucharist can be especially significant for those who have 

“endured separation, divorce, or abandonment … divorced 

people who have not remarried, and often bear witness to 

marital fidelity, ought to be encouraged to find in the �

Eucharist the nourishment they need to sustain them in their 

present state of life.” (Amoris Laetitia, no. 242) Moreover, he 

continues, “The local community and pastors should �

accompany these people with solicitude, particularly when 

children are involved or when they are in serious financial 

difficulty.” (AL, no 242) �

STOCK UP NOW ON FIREWOOD�

Do you need firewood for your backyard chiminea, fireplace 

or wood�burning stove? �You can get well�seasoned split �

hardwood logs right here at St. Gen’s for half of what you pay 

in the supermarket.  You will be supporting the camping �

program of Boy Scout Troop 23, including a campership fund 

that helps send financially�challenged Scouts to summer 

camp. �Help yourself from Webby’s Wood Shed, located �

behind the Rectory near the garages that face Livingston 

Road. �Follow the directions on the envelopes provided to 

make a donation. �Thank you for your support!�

BOY SCOUTS TO SELL WREATHS & GRAVE BLANKETS�

The Boy Scouts of St. Genevieve’s Troop 23 are again selling 

Christmas wreaths & grave blankets. The holiday items will 

be on sale on the St. Genevieve’s School playground after all 

Sunday Masses until Dec. 13. The products are of a good 

quality and are sold at a reasonable price. �The Scouts will be 

observing all appropriate Covid safety protocols.� �

In addition, they will be providing a self�serve �

contactless option 7 days per week. Please support the �

activities of our award�winning Scout troop, which teaches 

character, citizenship and physical fitness to the boys of our 

area.�

SPECIAL DONATION FOR HOSTS�

�

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: VINCENT SANTILLO�

�

FROM: DENISE SANTILLO�

CCD program reminder�

All students need to be caught up by 12�13�20 with all �

assignments and testing that has been given by their teacher 

since the beginning of this school year.�

�

Dec. 13

th

 is the testing date for December at the following 

times:�

K to 4

th

 ���� ���9:30am until 10:30am�

5

th

 to 8

th

 �� �11:00am until 12noon�

�

Note: �If you’d rather have your child tested on line or by 

phone please make sure you call their teacher to arrange the 

testing time on 12�13�20.�

�

Confirmation program reminder�

Your 2

nd

 assignment is due on 12�15�20.� �

Please make sure that Father Gillen receives it no later than 

12�15�20.�

�

NO EXCEPTIONS�



SPECIAL DONATION�

If you wish to make a special donation the fo o g�

items please fill out fo  and to the ec o y. �

�

WINE       HOSTS       FOR 

CANDLES         FOR THE �

�

The donation may be made the fo o g �

�

   

�

 �

�

 �

�
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 REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS WORLD PEACE�

AND AN END TO TERRORISM�

�

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2020�

   5:30pm Ignacio Alfonso req. Family�

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2020�

   7:30� Betty Ann O’Brien req. Grey & Eileen Mulroy�

   9:00� Julian & Maria Dorta req. Danielle Dorta�

 10:30� Marie Deegan req. Deegan�Pender Family�

 12:00� Aurora & Paulino Sainz req. Family�

� Mercedes Abella req. Abella Family�

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2020�

   7:00� Jason Ficarra req. Nicole Coppola�

   8:00� Michael Byrne III req. Mary, Michael, Martin�

   7pm� Sarah Malta req. Family�

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2020�

   7:00� People of the Parish�

   8:00    Marie & Floyd, Jerry, Dr. Jack & Pick Donahue, �

               Dr. Bob & Jane Messier�

 12:00� Carol Cascio req. Theresa Bockskopf�

   7pm� Joe Leonard req. Patty & Dave Regal�

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2020�

   7:00� Lena Placettella req. Audrey & Carmine Cicalese�

   8:00� Florence Ryan req. Tara Bange�

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2020�

   7:00� Carol Cascio req. Danielle Dorta�

   8:00� Leo & Stella Burns req. Eileen Burns�

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2020�

   7:00� (Living) Joan Marie Carroll Tomeo req. Eileen 

� Carroll�

   8:00� Nora & Michael Hart req. Martina & Fred Hahn�

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2020�

   7:00� People of the Parish�

   8:00� Margaret Glackin req. Family�

   5:30pm John J. Murray 71st Anniv. req. Jackie Kelleher�

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2020�

   7:30� Frederick Hahn req. Martina & Fred Hahn�

   9:00� Lois Lodzinski Rivera 9th Anniv. req. Lodzinski 

� Family�

 10:30� Ann O’Connor req. Irene & Jim Henkes�

 12:00� Ann Klawunn req. Sagendorf Family�

   � Mr. & Mrs. Farrell req. Susan�

                  �

 Our prayers are with you as you recover 

Grill

Alice e y, Rachael 
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�

e  c eg ve  and all in need of �

LIVE THE LITURGY � INSPIRATION FOR 

THE WEEK�

�

Prepare the way of the Lord! The message of John the �

Baptist becomes the calling of every baptized disciple of �

Jesus Christ. Each one of us is asked to prepare the way of 

the Lord. Given the humble means of our lives, how can we 

do this? It certainly does not require that we stand on street 

corners announcing God’s future coming! We can more 

readily take up the task of our lifework by clearing our lives 

of unnecessary, distracting clutter. By creating solid and 

deep spiritual lives, we can heighten our awareness of God’s 

presence and help people point to and discover God’s �

presence around them. By conducting ourselves in holiness 

and devotion, we can speak volumes to those we meet.  Not 

by preaching actual words, but by living lives that �

communicate the comfort God wants His people to know. As 

the world sometimes frantically unfolds around us, we can 

be people of patience who show others that it’s okay to wait 

for God’s gift to come. Conducting our lives in this manner, 

we will know the peace that comes from doing what we have 

been asked to do.�
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Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz
to place an ad today! 

jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6417

Shim’s Martial 
Arts Academy

• Martial Arts 
• Summer Camp
• After School Program

2191 Morris Ave. | Union, NJ | 908-721-1992

1115 E. Jersey St. | Elizabeth, NJ | 908-354-0203

www.SMAATKD.com

TWO
LOCATIONS!

Bar & Liquor Restaurant
Take-Out • Barbecue

Portuguese, American & Spanish Cuisine
Home of the Steak on a Stone

“O Rei dos Leitoes” 
Assado em forno a lenha
665 Monroe Ave., Elizabeth

Restaurant: 908-354-2525
Take Out: 908-354-4024 

  www.valencadining.com

Krowicki McCracken 
FUNERAL HOME

Linden, NJ
908-352-9190

www.krowickifuneralhome.com
Joseph J. Olivero, Mgr.  NJ Lic. No. 3322

Matthew V. Marini
Advanced Planning Director

NJ Lic. No. 5114

Edward J. Shaffery Jr.
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 3315

Jennifer Tanis
Funeral Director

NJ Lic. No. 4894

Ronald T. Principe, Jr.
Funeral Director

NJ Lic. No. 4841

McCracken Funeral Home
1500 Morris Ave., Union, NJ 07083

908-686-4700

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.
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908-355-2253
HALL RENTAL

AVAILABLE

Knights of Columbus 
Council 253

328 Union Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07208

Max. 100 People
Free Parking

Caring For You in Every Way
225 Williamson St. • Elizabeth, NJ

www.TrintasRMC.org

Portuguese & Spanish Cuisine
625 Westfield Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07208

908.355.2233
fax: 908.355.4418

Large Parties Welcome
15-50 people

Pinho’s
Bakery Inc.

Portuguese
French, Italian Bread

Rolls and Pastry
1027 Chestnut Street

Roselle  245-4388

Avenue
Flowers
& Gifts

“Beautiful
Arrangements

Start Here”
166 Elmora Ave.

Elizabeth, NJ
354-7101

ARNOLD‘S PEST
CONTROL
Complete

Termite and Pest
Control Service

Industrial • Comm. • Res.
Family owned for over 50 years

908-276-8062
www.arnoldspestcontrol.com

139 Westfield Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Established 1888

Directors: James A. Gordon Jr. NJ Lic. No. 3021, Manager
Pawel S. Maslanka NJ Lic. No. 4813

908.352.2268
Afschmidtfuneral.com


