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December 27, 2020
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

WE WISH TO THANK

All who had in any way contributed in
making Christmas a very happy and 
festive occasion. All who helped with our
Christmas Masses, especially our 
Organists and singers and everyone who
helped in any way to make Christmas a
joyful event. We also wish to thank those
who were so thoughtful in sending Christmas greetings,
cards and gifts to the priests. 



Tragedy and disappointment are inevitable. What sees you
through this? There will be challenges, changes, unexpected
circumstances, interrupted plans, hurts, and injustices 
experienced by every human being at some point in their lives.
We will be asked to adjust our plans, change course, and even
encounter suffering and death. Where do we learn all of the
lessons we need to live life well? Some of them we learn along
the way but much of what we bring to life, positive and 
negative, comes from our early beginnings, our families. This
is our early world and provides the blueprint for how we see
the bigger, more inclusive world, which unfolds before us.









Our families of origin can be sources of grace, heartache or a
combination of both. Families are intended to be pivotal in
providing us with proper social structure and understanding, a
support system, lessons about relationships and 
communication, and the unconditional acceptance and love we
so desperately crave. They can also determine whether we
have an accessible and healthy relationship with God. Many of
life’s challenges can literally bring us to our knees and require
that we possess a strength of character that resides well 
beyond the superficialities of our world. At some point we will
all need three coping gifts that can be given to us only by God:
faith, hope, and love. Our families help us learn that we are not
the ones responsible for their creation, but God!


Our experience of early family life colors all of our 
relationships and what we expect to achieve from life in 
general. Resolving conflicts, dealing with difficulty and 
suffering, celebrating accomplishments, prioritizing our needs,
listening to God’s call, understanding relationships, 
understanding disappointment, learning about the virtues and
living a centered focused life are all lessons our families either
succeed in teaching or do not. To succeed, as God has designed
and ordered our world, is to discover his presence and then
trust that Presence. The Holy Family can teach even the most
dysfunctional family how to best use God’s gifts of faith, hope,
and love to find him and do his will. Their simple humble 
example is always before us, showing us the way. Jesus, Mary
and Joseph, pray for us!









CA LENDAR OF EVENTS 




Dec 31 5:30pm (Mass for New Years)



Jan 1 Masses 7:30, 9:00, 10:30, 12 Noon 




In Luke’s Gospel we read, “Whoever has two cloaks should
share with the person who has none.” Perhaps you received new
clothing for Christmas. Why not donate your old clothing and
other needed items to Catholic Charities? The donation bin is
readily accessible on the Church’s grounds. Thank you.






THIS WEEKEND IS OUR RED ENVELOPE
MAINTENANCE COLLECTION. 
Thank you for your continued support.
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  RECOGNIZE GOD IN
YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS


The Gift of Family

What a year it has been! How will we speak of these times a
decade from now? As time goes by, our impressions of this
past year will certainly change. How we feel today about 
dealing with a killer virus and all the chaos surrounding that
is still fresh for all. I would assume that most of us right now
are also holding those we love a little closer and hugging them
a little harder. Hopefully, even if the fears and concerns of
2020 dissipate in the future, the way we feel toward our family
should never leave us.

Stewardship is certainly about everything. God has given us
so much, great and small, profound and common. One of the
greatest gifts that all have received is family. Families take all
shapes and sizes and some look very different than others. For
some, family is a caretaker or temporary guardian. For others
it is a friend when everyone else seems to have vanished. The
bottom line is that, to quote a song from many years ago,
“people need people.” 

When God gave the world His only Son, the Incarnation did
not come on a cloud or with a flash of light. He was born into
a family. Jesus understood the gift of family all his life. Do you
think that if having a family wasn’t important God would
have still included this in the plan of salvation?
As this year draws to a close, remember your stewardship
many days begins and ends with the people closest to you.
Don’t misuse or take for granted this precious gift. God gives
us gifts on purpose, even to His only begotten Son.

UNICO

UNICO National is a service organization of Italian 
Americans established in Waterbury, Connecticut in 1922 to
"engage in charitable works, support higher education, and
perform patriotic deeds", it is the "largest Italian American
service organization in the USA". If you are 
interested in serving your local community, consider 
joining UNICO National Elizabeth Chapter.
For more information or questions on how to join our 
chapter; Please contact: Nino  President, Elizabeth
Chapter  UNICO email ± ninoefdshop@gmail.com or
phone (908)4156692

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED



Question: I’ve seen people hang rosaries over the rearview
mirrors in their cars and a few of them wear them around
their necks. Is it OK to do that?


Answer: 


The practice of hanging a rosary or a religious medal off of

the rearview mirror of one’s car is a fairly popular custom
across many cultures. While there is no particular rule 
approving or condemning this practice, we should also be
mindful of the respect and reverence due to religious objects
and devotional items (i.e. sacramentals). 


An important point to consider would be the reason why one
chooses to place a rosary or religious medal in our cars. Is it a
reminder of the protection and intercession of Mary and the
saints? Does it encourage us to be mindful of God’s presence,
even in such a mundane task as driving? Is it an outward 
expression of our more private devotions? 


One advantage of having a rosary or religious medal in our

cars is that it can also serve as a reminder to pray when we
travel, asking for protection for ourselves and for other 
motorists or commuters. Certainly, invoking the protection
and prayers of the saints is a wonderful practice for families,
helping to reinforce our belief in the communion of saints and
the care and concern we owe to one another.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  


First Reading: 
The story of Abram and Sarah and their struggle to have a
family centers on Abram’s faith in the Lord. When have
you needed to rely on faith when it comes to your family? 


KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 


The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal organization for 
Catholic men. All men of the parish are invited to join. For
information please contact :
Council 253 at (908)3552253 or Chris at (908)3514444.

Second Reading: 
The author of Hebrews holds up Abraham as a model for
the faith. When have you had to unconditionally trust in
the Lord? 


Gospel: 
Only Luke records the presentation in the Temple of the
baby Jesus. Simeon reveals to Mary and Joseph insights
into Jesus and his destiny. How do you imagine Mary and
Joseph understood Simeon’s words? 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2020
5:30pm Carol Ann Chodan req. Family
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2020
7:30 Estelle Kloss 15th Anniv. req. Barbara Ann Kloss
9:00 Frank Manfredi req. Lilibeth Manfredi & Family
10:30 Our Lady of Fatima req.
Manuel Farinha
12:00 Mary Lynn Perera req. Family

Janusz Gnielka req. Family
MONDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2020
7:00 Purkis/Gill Families req. Mary Ellen Purkis
8:00 Anne Russell req. Roger & Mariann Brenner
7pm Joanne Arena req. The Fowler Family
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2020
7:00 Marie & Floyd, Jerry, Dr. Jack & Pick Donahue, 
Dr. Bob & Jane Messier
8:00 Joe Regateiro/Joao Pita²req. Family
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2020
7:00 Members of the Gnielka Family req. Family
8:00 Wieczorkowski Family req. Family
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2020
7:00 Raul Garcia req. Bob & Maria Dyke
8:00 Loretta Reedy req. The Parenti Family
5:30pm Frank Manfredi req. Lilibeth Manfredi & Family
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 2021
7:30 People of the Parish
9:00 Kathleen Rattigan req. Glackin Family
10:30 Carol Ann Chodan req. Family
12:00 Tom Byrne req. Mary Michael & Martin
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2, 2021
7:00 People of the Parish
8:00 Maria Lobo req. Homem Family
5:30pm Marie McLaughlin req. Pender Family
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 2021
7:30 Pedro Alibudbud req. Miranda Family
9:00 Margo Aguirre req. Sister
10:30 Lito Nombre req. Peggi Tango
12:00 Jim Byrne req. Mary, Michael & Martin

Joseph Homem req. Family






NAME___________________________________________ 




LIVE THE LITURGY  INSPIRATION FOR
THE WEEK


While families come in all shapes and sizes and no two are
the same, they all need a common focus and grounding.
Families are intended to be pivotal in providing us with a
proper social structure and understanding, a support 
system, lessons about relationships and communication and
the unconditional acceptance and love we so desperately
crave. In additional to all of these things, the axis of every
family has to be centered on faith. It is here that we can
learn about the virtues and discover the windows to God
Himself in His gifts of faith, hope, and love. We can learn,
modeling our experience after the Holy Family, how to use
these as anchors in our lives so that we can live out the other
virtues with greater integrity. Because our human families
struggle with weakness and sin, we have to come back to the
Holy Family often for inspiration and guidance. In the bond
of love that they shared, they clung to the anchor of God
Himself and endured challenges far greater than many we
will ever face.



Our prayers are with you as you recover

Grill

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS WORLD PEACE
AND AN END TO TERRORISM
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Alice e y, Rachael
Pennell 

Jennifer Tanis

Edward J. Shaffery Jr.

Ronald T. Principe, Jr.

NJ Lic. No. 4894

NJ Lic. No. 3315

NJ Lic. No. 4841

Funeral Director

Manager

Funeral Director

Matthew V. Marini

Advanced Planning Director
NJ Lic. No. 5114

McCracken Funeral Home
1500 Morris Ave., Union, NJ 07083

908-686-4700

Shim’s Martial
Arts Academy
TWO
LOCATIONS!
• Martial Arts
• Summer Camp
• After School Program

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

2191 Morris Ave. | Union, NJ | 908-721-1992
1115 E. Jersey St. | Elizabeth, NJ | 908-354-0203

www.SMAATKD.com

Bar & Liquor Restaurant
Take-Out • Barbecue
Portuguese, American & Spanish Cuisine

Home of the Steak on a Stone
“O Rei dos Leitoes”
Assado em forno a lenha
665 Monroe Ave., Elizabeth

Restaurant: 908-354-2525
Take Out: 908-354-4024
www.valencadining.com

Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz
to place an ad today!
jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6417

Krowicki McCracken
FUNERAL HOME
Linden, NJ

908-352-9190

www.krowickifuneralhome.com
Joseph J. Olivero, Mgr.
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

NJ Lic. No. 3322

St. Genivieve’s, Elizabeth, NJ

04-1051

ARNOLD‘S PEST
CONTROL
Complete
Termite and Pest
Control Service
Industrial • Comm. • Res.
Family owned for over 50 years

908-276-8062

www.arnoldspestcontrol.com

Avenue
Pinho’s
Flowers Bakery
Inc.
& Gifts
Portuguese
“Beautiful
Arrangements
Start Here”

166 Elmora Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ
354-7101

908-355-2253
HALL RENTAL
AVAILABLE

French, Italian Bread
Rolls and Pastry
1027 Chestnut Street

Roselle 245-4388

Portuguese & Spanish Cuisine

625 Westfield Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908.355.2233
fax: 908.355.4418

Large Parties Welcome
15-50 people

139 Westfield Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Established 1888
Directors: James A. Gordon Jr. NJ Lic. No. 3021, Manager
Pawel S. Maslanka NJ Lic. No. 4813

Caring For You in Every Way

908.352.2268

225 Williamson St. • Elizabeth, NJ

www.TrintasRMC.org

Afschmidtfuneral.com
Knights of Columbus
Council 253

328 Union Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
Max. 100 People
Free Parking

BRIAN R.BONNER, Manager, NJ LIC.#4143
EMILIO DEL CUETO III, Director, NJ LIC# 4627
582 Springfield Avenue
908-789-7400
Westfield, NJ 07090
HigginsandBonner.com
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Genivieve’s, Elizabeth, NJ

04-1051

