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The Baptism of the Lord

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR ANY 





UPTODATE INFORMATION:





QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  


First Reading: 



We need history. We need it in order to understand ourselves,
personally and collectively. The pieces of our histories may not
have always been the most positive, honest, exemplary, 
dignified, proud and best moments of our lives, but they are
ours. We have to acknowledge, remember, accept, and often
heal them. We cannot forget them or pretend that they never
existed. As horrible as the atrocities of events like Auschwitz,
brutal injustices committed throughout the human journey, or
personal painful experiences in our own stories, we need to
remember. These times when humanity in general or people in
particular have lost their way are times that need to be 
reconciled and redeemed.



Isaiah was called to be a prophet to bring justice and 
freedom to those suffering, to be a “light for the nations.”
How do see yourself serving others in need in your life?


Second Reading: 


John teaches his community that God Himself has
“testified on behalf of His Son.” In what way does this 
divine assurance help strengthen your faith? 


Gospel Question: 

The preaching of John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus
is the opening scene in the Gospel of Mark. In Jesus’ 
baptism,
the Father, Son, and Spirit were fully present. As

a baptized Christian, can you think of a time when you
experienced God’s presence? 



If we lose the memories, we will make the same mistakes again.
The human soul needs a strong sense of affirmation, direction,
and clear purpose. Without these essentials, we will easily run
amuck and repeat the sins of our past. God’s voice throughout
history has spoken precisely about this! We are reminded
through the voices and example of many prophets and 
witnesses not to make the same mistakes again, come back to
center, discover the purpose given to us by God, maintain a
sense of proper direction, seek healing for wounds and be 
reconciled to our Creator.


Baptism is so incredibly important for the salvation of 
humankind, not only eternally but here and now. Our 
existence depends upon it. It gives us the affirmation we need
from God by gifting us with the same intimate relationship
Jesus had with the Father. We are blessed with the direction
and clear purpose we need in order to be productive stewards
and faithful Christians. Baptism calls us to remember, accept,
and deal with the sins and inequities of our past regardless of
how hurtful and serious. We consciously choose to turn away
from them and put on the new life of Christ. To do this well,
we must look hard and long at our sins and failings, listen to
what they are saying and learn from them. If we ignore the
past, collectively or personally, or pretend that it never 
happened, we will never grow. We will surely die.



Every End Is A New Beginning







These words are very hopeful and encouraging as we begin
the New Year. For some who lack physical necessities and
struggle with numerous
problems on a daily basis, hope is a

fleeting word. The many programs of Catholic Charities
aim to restore hope and dignity. Please help us by
contributing to the Donation Bins in the parish. We need
used clothing, small appliances, shoes, linens, sheets, towels,
stuffed animals, novels, knickknacks, and children’s books.
Thank you and God Bless.



People need to hear the message, lived and spoken, delivered
by the baptized members of the Body of Christ. It is an 
essential message of hope that is layered with visions of justice,
peace, reconciliation, redemption, blessing, and healing. It is a
message that helps us remember what has gone before, the
graces and the sins, and bring ourselves by God’s help where
we need to be. We are called to do much more than sit home
behind our closed doors. We have a message to deliver. Are we
ready to do so?
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CONFIRMATION PROGRAM REMINDER

The following is due on January 15th, 2021 (no later / 
no exceptions)

1. Assignment from book
2. Letter to Bishop
3. Paper on the Community Service Project you would have
done. Why and what you feel you would have gotten out
of it.


EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  RECOGNIZE GOD
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

SPECIAL DONATION FOR

HOSTS




When God Whispers
“You don’t need to shout. My hearing works just fine.” 

Are you a parent that has used that one on your kids? I’m
not sure at what age they realize that the volume of their
voice doesn’t correlate to the likelihood of receiving a
favorable reply ² it might be sometime in the teenage
years, when the talking slows down altogether. 

But I’ve got to admit, it would be nice if God always gave
us a loud and dramatic sign when He wanted something ²
the booming voice and the tornopen heavens (“This is my
beloved Son!”) really get the message across. Sometimes I
find myself envious of the Apostles, who were able to
witness such things in person.

The fact of the matter is, in the year 2021, God is more
likely to speak in a whisper than in a shout. The prophet
Isaiah forewarns that Christ himself will not be a
 noisemaker ² for all his preaching, he will not cry out or
shout to bring forth justice to the nations. His way is
altogether different than that.

We are not the Apostles, and we do not have the privilege
of seeing the Holy Spirit descend on Christ like a dove. But
here’s the good news: God doesn’t need to shout. Our
spiritual hearing works just fine. We just have to be
listening.

Let’s wake up each morning ready to hear God’s whispers
throughout the day. Let’s make a conscious effort to invite
those whispers into our hearts, where they can become a
catalyst for grace in this world.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 


The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal organization for 
Catholic men. All men of the parish are invited to join. For
information please contact :
Council 253 at (908)3552253 or Chris at (908)3514444.


IN THANKSGIVING : JO
DONZOLLA

FROM: S. FERRELL


SPECIAL DONATION FOR
HOSTS







IN LOVING MEMORY OF: MARY SOBOTA 

FROM: HER CHILDREN
WHY DO WE DO THAT?  CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED


Question: Why do we hold hands during the Our Father? 


Answer:
The practice of members of the assembly holding hands while
praying the Lord’s Prayer during the Mass is a custom that
developed organically in the 1970s and 1980s. While some
commentators acknowledge that the practice varies from
place to place, it is a fairly universal reality in parishes across
the United States. For some, this action symbolizes the 
communion of Christians praying together as one family of
believers honoring the Father of All. Critics of the practice
sometimes express concern that holding hands can be a 
distraction from the more significant unity that is experienced
when we process to the altar to receive sacramental 
communion. 
And so, we’re left to ask, what is the answer? 
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (the document
that offers specific instructions for the celebration of the
Mass) is silent on the practice, saying only that “all the
faithful say the prayer” with the priest. The website of the US
Bishops simply observes that “No position is prescribed in the
Roman Missal for an assembly gesture during the Lord’s
Prayer.” And so, we’re left to discern within ourselves and
within our parish and religious communities what is an
authentic gesture of praise during this important point of the
Mass. For some, this means continuing to hold hands, while
for others, this may mean adopting another posture of prayer. 
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2021
5:30pm Camille Madorma req. John & Jo Ann Malone
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2021
7:30 Rose Marie Ward req. Mr. & Mrs. M. Parenti
9:00 Carol Cascio req. John Cascio
10:30 Salvatore Guida req. John & Mary Ann Trotter
12:00 Margaret Byrne req. Mary, Michael & Martin

Gertruda Musial req. Family
MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2021
7:00 Veronica Ford req. Audrey & Carmine Cicalese
8:00 Julia Williams req. Murnane & Sloane Families
7pm Kathleen Mulligan req. Parenti Family
TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2021
7:00 Marie & Floyd, Jerry, Dr. Jack & Pick Donahue, 
Dr. Bob & Jane Messier
8:00 For the Parishioners who passed away during 

Covid19 req. A Parishioner
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2021
7:00 Joseph Homem req. Audrey & Carmine Cicalese
8:00 Jennie Bavaro req. Helping Hands
THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 2021
7:00 Raymond J. Purkis, Jr. req. Your Loving Family
8:00 Kathleen Rattigan req. Maureen Hopkins
FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 2021
7:00 Rev. Thomas J. Doherty
8:00 John Tighe req. Sheridan Family
SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 2021
7:00 People of the Parish
8:00 John Malone req. John & JoAnn Malone
5:30pm Anne Russell req. Bockskoph Family
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 2021
7:30 Andrea Camps req. Mr. & Mrs. M. Parenti
9:00 Julian & Maria Dorta req. Danielle Dorta
10:30 Lucy Eckenrode req. Family
12:00 Josefina Fernandez & Manuel Muinos req. Family

Daniel Sullivan req. Joan Santos







NAME___________________________________________ 




LIVE THE LITURGY  INSPIRATION FOR
THE WEEK

We carry a greater depth of selfconfidence and chance of
succeeding when we have affirmation, a sense of direction
and clear purpose in life. Each of these serve to provide our
lives with meaning, allowing us to clearly establish priorities
and goals. They also are necessary for integrity, which is the
conviction and single mindedness that keeps us grounded in
the truth of who we are. “You are my beloved Son; with you
I am well pleased.” Jesus’ baptism provides him with exactly
what he needs to get about the business of his mission as the
Son of God. He is given what he needs to be successful in
fulfilling the purpose for which he was sent. Our baptisms
give us these same gifts. We receive the affirmation we need
from God, knowing that we are one of his beloved daughters
and sons. We are gifted with the direction and clear purpose
we need in order to be productive stewards and faithful
Christians. Are we ready and willing to answer the call?

Our prayers are with you as you recover

Grill

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS WORLD PEACE
AND AN END TO TERRORISM
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Jennifer Tanis

Edward J. Shaffery Jr.

Ronald T. Principe, Jr.

NJ Lic. No. 4894

NJ Lic. No. 3315

NJ Lic. No. 4841

Funeral Director

Manager

Funeral Director

Matthew V. Marini

Advanced Planning Director
NJ Lic. No. 5114

McCracken Funeral Home
1500 Morris Ave., Union, NJ 07083

908-686-4700

Shim’s Martial
Arts Academy
TWO
LOCATIONS!
• Martial Arts
• Summer Camp
• After School Program

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

2191 Morris Ave. | Union, NJ | 908-721-1992
1115 E. Jersey St. | Elizabeth, NJ | 908-354-0203

www.SMAATKD.com

Bar & Liquor Restaurant
Take-Out • Barbecue
Portuguese, American & Spanish Cuisine

Home of the Steak on a Stone
“O Rei dos Leitoes”
Assado em forno a lenha
665 Monroe Ave., Elizabeth

Restaurant: 908-354-2525
Take Out: 908-354-4024
www.valencadining.com

Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz
to place an ad today!
jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6417

Krowicki McCracken
FUNERAL HOME
Linden, NJ

908-352-9190

www.krowickifuneralhome.com
Joseph J. Olivero, Mgr.
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

NJ Lic. No. 3322

St. Genivieve’s, Elizabeth, NJ

04-1051

ARNOLD‘S PEST
CONTROL
Complete
Termite and Pest
Control Service
Industrial • Comm. • Res.
Family owned for over 50 years

908-276-8062

www.arnoldspestcontrol.com

Avenue
Pinho’s
Flowers Bakery
Inc.
& Gifts
Portuguese
“Beautiful
Arrangements
Start Here”

166 Elmora Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ
354-7101

908-355-2253
HALL RENTAL
AVAILABLE

French, Italian Bread
Rolls and Pastry
1027 Chestnut Street

Roselle 245-4388

Portuguese & Spanish Cuisine

625 Westfield Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908.355.2233
fax: 908.355.4418

Large Parties Welcome
15-50 people

139 Westfield Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Established 1888
Directors: James A. Gordon Jr. NJ Lic. No. 3021, Manager
Pawel S. Maslanka NJ Lic. No. 4813

Caring For You in Every Way

908.352.2268

225 Williamson St. • Elizabeth, NJ

www.TrintasRMC.org

Afschmidtfuneral.com
Knights of Columbus
Council 253

328 Union Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
Max. 100 People
Free Parking

BRIAN R.BONNER, Manager, NJ LIC.#4143
EMILIO DEL CUETO III, Director, NJ LIC# 4627
582 Springfield Avenue
908-789-7400
Westfield, NJ 07090
HigginsandBonner.com
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Genivieve’s, Elizabeth, NJ

04-1051

