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GOSPEL MEDITATION �

�

June 27, 2021�

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

The author of The Cloud of Unknowing prays, “That which I 

am and the way that I am, with all my gifts of nature and 

grace, you have given to me, O Lord, and you are all this. I 

offer it all to you, principally to praise you and to help my �

fellow Christians and myself.” Knowing that God sustains us 

in being is the key to faith. All that we need to do is to love God 

as God is and the rest will begin to fall into place. God made us 

in His image and desires that we have life. God also desires 

that we be healed of all of our wounds, especially those caused 

by sin, and know his loving touch. Being weighed down by �

negativity, imperfections, the cares of the world, and weakness 

is not something that God desires.�

�

Faith can profoundly change how we see God, ourselves, and 

one another. It gives a clearer lens through which to see life 

and connects us with the powerful virtues of love and hope. 

Three friends journeying with us through all that we �

encounter, faith, hope, and love, help us experience God’s �

embrace and heal us. All we have to do is let God be who God 

is and not foolishly try to make Him into what we need or want 

Him to be. Without God we cease to be. It’s that simple. The 

very blood that flows through my veins and the life that I have 

come directly from Divine origins. With this knowledge of who 

God is and who I am, I can open my ears and hear the �

powerful words Jesus speaks, “Do not be afraid, just have 

faith.” Trust begins.�

�

When we are struggling, we naturally reach out for God �

because we know that a divine remedy is the only remedy. But, 

in doing so we wrestle with letting God take charge. We want 

something more miraculous and visible than the obvious and 

have difficulty in finding consolation simply resting in God’s 

presence. Our naked being, stripped of any pretense or �

self�serving agenda, is being called to rest in and love the �

uncreated Presence of God. Reach out in love to God. Ask God 

to heal you from all that separates you from Him. Put aside 

any ideas of God that create barriers between you and God’s �

tender and endearing presence. The Cloud of Unknowing 

leaves us with wisdom, “think of yourself and of him in the 

same way, that is, with the simple awareness that he is as he is 

and that you are as you are.” This is a meeting of two friends 

who desire nothing more than to share life together.�

�

�

Thank  you continued ge e o y  and  

o In  to  ece ve  

ee y please  use  envelopes  and  

e amount of on the e ve o e.�

�

� � June 20�� $5,573�

�

�          Maintenance� $1,451�

OUR SUMMER LIST OF 2ND COLLECTIONS�

�

June 26�27�Peter’s Pence�

July 3�4�Parish Assessment�

July 10�11�Retired Priests�

July 17�18�None�

July 24�25�Maintenance�

July 31�Aug 1�Parish Missionary Appeal (Please use �

mission envelope dated Aug 29 in your envelope package)�

Aug 7�8�Church in Africa�

Aug 14�15�Parish Assessment�

Aug 21�22�None�

Aug 28�29�Maintenance�

From the Almost Retired Pastor’s Desk ��

�

� Well, to say the least, this is an emotional weekend 

for me and for many of you who have known me for so long. 

When I announced my retirement 4 months ago, it seemed a 

long way off, but now it’s here. This past week many have 

asked me, “Are you ready?” My response, “Yes and No.” It 

is very hard to say good�bye to you and to St. Genevieve’s 

Church after so many blessings shared and all your love and 

support.�

� As I think you know, I will be spending weekends in 

Fr. Ronnie’s Parish in Wood�Ridge up in Bergen County 

and I will be saying Mass on Fridays in St. Agnes Church in 

Clark. I will spend the rest of the week in Brick, where my 

home is, unless Fr. Ronnie needs additional help.�

�

� Please keep me in your prayers. I will always �

remember you in my Mass intentions and prayers. I won’t 

be far away and will try to visit St. Gen’s as much as I can. �

May God’s peace be with you.�

�

� � � As Always,�

�

� � � Fr. George Gillen�

�
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SPECIAL DONATION FOR HOSTS�

�

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: ZENA ADAMO�

�

FROM:  JACKIE KELLEHER�

�

�

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS �

�

The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal organization for �

Catholic men. All men of the parish are invited to join. 

For information please contact :�

Council 253 at (908)355�2253 or Chris at (908)351�4444.�

�

�

�

�

Question: What is the “Miraculous Medal” and why is it 

called that?�

�

Answer: �

The medal of the Immaculate Conception that has come to be 

called simply the “Miraculous Medal” dates back to an �

apparition of Mary to Saint Catherine Laboure, who was then 

a novice sister with the Daughters of Charity. On November 

27, 1830, Our Lady appeared to her standing on a globe, with 

shafts of light streaming from her hands and the words, “O 

Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to 

thee,” surrounding the image. In the same vision, Catherine 

saw a capital “M” with a cross above it and below two hearts. 

Catherine seemed to hear a voice telling her to have what she 

saw struck as a medal and a promise that those who wore the 

medal would have the protection and intercession of the 

Mother of God. The first 1,500 of medals were distributed in 

1832. Many miraculous favors were attributed to the use of 

the medal. �

Saint Catherine’s “Miraculous Medal” is among the �

recognizable and popular symbols of modern Catholicism. 

Reflecting on its widespread use, the 2001 Vatican document, 

“Directory on Popular Piety and Liturgy,” observes that the 

medal “recalls the mystery of Redemption, the love of the �

Sacred Heart of Jesus and of the Sorrowful Heart of Mary. It 

signifies the mediatory role of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 

mystery of the Church, the relationship between Heaven and 

earth, this life and eternal life.”�

�

�

��

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE GOD IN 

YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

�

Touching the Cloak of Christ�

�

Look to today’s Gospel and you’ll find one of the most �

arresting images in all of Scripture. Christ in a crowd, �

everyone clamoring for his attention, pressing against him. 

Several feet away, is a chronically ill woman, weak and �

desperate for help. She knows she doesn’t have a chance of 

getting his attention. She has no connections. She has no 

strength. All she can do is lift up her hand. �

�

So that’s what she does. She reaches out.�

�

There comes a time, or maybe several times, in each of our 

lives when we become this woman. We’re tired and we’re 

sick. Is it with sin? With fear? With anger? It doesn’t �

matter. Whatever it is, it’s made us weak, and we feel like 

we’ve run out of options. We’ve looked for help and come 

up empty. We’ve consulted friends and gotten nowhere. 

We’re lost in the crowd of life, unable to stick our heads 

above the pressing throng to wave for help. �

�

And there is Christ, always passing by us. The hem of his 

cloak is never far from our grasp. We have no hope of a big 

miracle like the synagogue leader. We don’t even bother 

asking for that. But that cloak ... we can touch that cloak. 

That’s something we can do.�

�

Do we do it, though? Do we have the confidence of that sick, 

beaten�down woman who knew so totally that healing was 

there for the taking? Or do we retreat back into the crowd, 

stumbling back home with our pain and our sinfulness? 

Reach out, friends. However, whatever, whenever � reach 

out. Christ will not fail you.�

“Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope, 

where everyone is welcomed, loved, and forgiven.” (Pope 

Francis)�

�

The Church can also be a place to heal. We are called to “be 

merciful like the Father.”�

So many are suffering from the effects of abortion.  Where 

can they heal? Where can they feel safe and loved? �

�

The Archdiocese of Newark Respect Life Office will be 

hosting two upcoming Rachel’s Vineyard retreats to heal 

the wounds from abortion.�

 �

Retreat dates are September 10�12, 2021 (English) and �

October 22�24, 2021 (Spanish).�

Contact the Respect Life Office for more details by calling 

973�497�4350 (Spanish option 2)�

or e�mail  Cheryl.riley@rcan.org (English)    or�

elvinedoderaquelinfo@rcan.org (Spanish)�

“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 

wounds.” (Psalm 147:3)�

SPECIAL DONATION FOR CANDLES�

�

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: JOAN G. NISCH�

�

FROM:  THE LA ROCCA FAMILY�

SPECIAL DONATION FOR WINE�

�

SPECIAL INTENTION FOR HEALTH:�

                                                SUSAN HOLLAND�

FROM: JOAN SULLIVAN�



SPECIAL DONATION�

If you wish to make a special donation the fo o g�

items please fill out fo  and to the ec o y. �

�

WINE       HOSTS       FOR 

CANDLES         FOR THE �

�

The donation may be made the fo o g �
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 REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS WORLD PEACE�

AND AN END TO TERRORISM�

�

�

SATURDAY, JUNE 26, 2021�

   5:30pm Mary Cabarle req. Ruth Cabarle Smith�

SUNDAY, JUNE 27, 2021�

   7:30� Angela Kiernan req. Trumbull Family�

   9:00� Roberto & Rosa Hernandez req. Truncale Family�

 10:30� Raymond Purkis req. Elaine Butchko�

 12:00� Mary Schmid req. Joan Dietrich & Family�

MONDAY, JUNE 28, 2021�

   7:00� Susan Sheehan req. Liz & Pete Alfano�

   8:00� Raul De Laiglesia req. Garcia Family�

   7pm� Joanne Arena req. The Fowler Family�

TUESDAY, JUNE 29, 2021�

   7:00    Marie & Floyd, Jerry, Dr. Jack & Pick Donahue, �

               Dr. Bob & Jane Messier�

   8:00� Anthony Diaz req. Margaret Diaz�

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30, 2021�

   7:00� Rose Rodano req. The Burke Family�

   8:00� Robert J. Loizzo req. Garcia Family�

THURSDAY, JULY 1, 2021�

   7:00� Souls in Purgatory req. The Homem Family�

   8:00� Savia Homem Abreu req. Lotita, Savannah, Tatiana 

� & Nathalia�

FRIDAY, JULY 2, 2021�

   7:00� Edward Kelly Sr. req. Audrey & Carmine Cicalese�

   8:00� Eugene Kyne req. The Hopkins Family�

SATURDAY, JULY 3, 2021�

   7:00� People of the Parish�

   8:00� Gerardo Alfonso req. The DiLorenzo Family�

   5:30pm Trevor Finamore req. Donna Pietz�

SUNDAY, JULY 4, 2021�

   7:30� Joseph Homem req. Family�

   9:00� Tommy Dimino req. Sally & Danny Ferry�

 10:30� Michael O’Donnell req. Family�

 12:00� Henrietta Cerullo req. Dr. Cerullo�

�

�

  �

 Our prayers are with you as you recover 

Grill

Rachael  Pennell �

�

e  c eg ve  and all in need of �

LIVE THE LITURGY � INSPIRATION FOR 

THE WEEK�

�

“Do not be afraid, just have faith.” God does not rejoice in 

our demise or our destruction. Rather, He made us in his 

image and desires that we have life. He also desires that we 

be healed and know His loving touch. There is great power 

in an embrace offered in love. The touch of another can heal 

wounds and restore life. There is also power in faith. Faith 

can turn us toward the truth and turn us toward God. Both 

love and faith can lead us to hope that no matter what we 

encounter, God will continue to sustain us in being. He will 

not allow us to perish. God can profoundly change how we 

see Him, ourselves, and one another. God desires that we 

turn toward Him and be healed of all that wounds and binds 

us so that we can be free and enjoy the fullness of life. We 

are asked to arise and walk proudly with this life�giving 

faith. Reach out and share this faith with someone this week 

so that they too can receive God’s life changing embrace and 

heed His call to wholeness. There are many in our world 

wandering around aimlessly without hope. Bring it to them.�
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Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz
to place an ad today! 

jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6417

Shim’s Martial 
Arts Academy

• Martial Arts 
• Summer Camp
• After School Program

2191 Morris Ave. | Union, NJ | 908-721-1992

1115 E. Jersey St. | Elizabeth, NJ | 908-354-0203

www.SMAATKD.com

TWO
LOCATIONS!

Bar & Liquor Restaurant
Take-Out • Barbecue

Portuguese, American & Spanish Cuisine
Home of the Steak on a Stone

“O Rei dos Leitoes” 
Assado em forno a lenha
665 Monroe Ave., Elizabeth

Restaurant: 908-354-2525
Take Out: 908-354-4024 

  www.valencadining.com

Krowicki McCracken 
FUNERAL HOME

Linden, NJ
908-352-9190

www.krowickifuneralhome.com
Joseph J. Olivero, Mgr.  NJ Lic. No. 3322

Matthew V. Marini
Advanced Planning Director

NJ Lic. No. 5114

Edward J. Shaffery Jr.
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 3315

Jennifer Tanis
Funeral Director

NJ Lic. No. 4894

Ronald T. Principe, Jr.
Funeral Director

NJ Lic. No. 4841

McCracken Funeral Home
1500 Morris Ave., Union, NJ 07083

908-686-4700

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.
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908-355-2253
HALL RENTAL

AVAILABLE

Knights of Columbus 
Council 253

328 Union Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07208

Max. 100 People
Free Parking

Caring For You in Every Way
225 Williamson St. • Elizabeth, NJ

www.TrintasRMC.org

Pinho’s
Bakery Inc.

Portuguese
French, Italian Bread

Rolls and Pastry
1027 Chestnut Street

Roselle  245-4388

Avenue
Flowers
& Gifts

“Beautiful
Arrangements

Start Here”
166 Elmora Ave.

Elizabeth, NJ
354-7101

ARNOLD‘S PEST
CONTROL
Complete

Termite and Pest
Control Service

Industrial • Comm. • Res.
Family owned for over 50 years

908-276-8062
www.arnoldspestcontrol.com

139 Westfield Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Established 1888

Directors: James A. Gordon Jr. NJ Lic. No. 3021, Manager
Pawel S. Maslanka NJ Lic. No. 4813

908.352.2268
Afschmidtfuneral.com

BRIAN R.BONNER, Manager, NJ LIC.#4143
EMILIO DEL CUETO III, Director, NJ LIC# 4627

Five generations of our Family serving the Families of Union County. Est’d 1868 

582 Springfield Avenue 908-789-7400
Westfield, NJ 07090 HigginsandBonner.com

STEPHEN STRICKLAND

732-319-6870
32 Summit Rd 

Elizabeth NJ 07208
Stephen@StricklandRealtyNJ.com

www.stricklandrealtynj.com


