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In accordance with the Common Policy of the 

Bishops of New Jersey, marriages should be 

arranged one year in advance of the proposed 

date. Please call the rectory for more 

information.�
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THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

May be received by anyone who is . D

delay the sacrament  until the person is dying. 

The and healing   

to experience when a person can 

the Lord with faith,  often with 

the of family around the bedside.  Far 

from being by the  of the priest,  

the sick person is usually greatly  

and grateful  for  in 

calling  us. Please don't  take it for granted that 

we know about e e who are .�

�

BAPTISMS   are celebrated the 2nd 

Sunday of the month. Please call the Rectory 

for information and to register for a Baptism.�
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GOSPEL MEDITATION � �

November 28, 2021�1

st

 Sunday of Advent�

�

Staying awake can often be a challenge, especially when 

we are exhausted. Life’s demands have a way of zapping 

every last bit of energy out of us. When we are tired it �

affects us not only physically, but psychologically and 

spiritually as well. All of our senses are dulled and �

diminished. We can overlook details, become �

disinterested, lethargic and apathetic, and detached. �

Getting sufficient physical rest only helps so much. We 

need to be rejuvenated, refreshed, and reenergized in other 

ways. If we are psychologically exhausted, we need to �

understand what is draining our emotions and taxing our 

relationships. If we are spiritually tired, we need to find the 

necessary “shot in the arm” to put us back in touch with 

God. Unfortunately, exhaustion is seldom limited to just 

one part of who we are. �

�

And yet, our Lord’s directive is clear, “Be vigilant at all 

times.” Even Jesus knew what “the anxieties of daily life” 

can do to us. One day pours into another and time quickly 

flies by. Any one of us can take a moment and reflect on 

how many wonderful, creative opportunities we miss �

because there is always so much “stuff” to do and so little 

time to do it. Usually these are missed moments of love, 

and if we are missing love encounters we are also missing 

God. Sleepwalking through life, we check the boxes next 

to our list of “must and have to dos” and justify it all by 

convincing ourselves that tomorrow is another day and 

there’ll be more time. It may surprise us, but tomorrow is 

here, and time is running out. While we may like to believe 

that we have an “eternity” of time to do all those things 

that require the focus, energy, and desire we do not �

currently have, we don’t. We’re on a limited ride and time 

is short.�

�

Jesus is also clear on another point. “That day [will] catch 

you by surprise like a trap.” If we are going to be judged 

on love and so easily justify not having all that much time 

to do so, then it seems we must shift focus a bit. St. Teresa 

of Calcutta tells us, “We desire to be able to welcome �

Jesus at Christmas�time, not in a cold manger of our heart, 

but in a heart full of love and humility, a heart so pure, so 

immaculate, so warm with love for one another.” Getting 

to this place doesn’t “just happen.” It requires vigilance 

and discipline both with a knowledge of what is really of 

importance and what really needs to be the focus of our 

energy and time. Pray, starting now and not tomorrow, that 

we can stay alert, be strengthened in our faith, and �

prepared for whatever will come. Don’t miss another �

opportunity to love.  �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Thank  you continued ge e o y  and  

o In  to  ece ve  

ee y please  use  envelopes  and  

e amount of on the e ve o e.�

A Divine Child’s birth gives hope – will you? 

�

�

The birth of the infant Jesus represents hope for all       

humanity. Many people due to their impoverished        

conditions have difficulty finding hope in this joyous    

season. Please help Catholic Charities be a beacon of hope 

by giving items to our Donation Bin(s). We accept the 

following: used clothing, small appliances, shoes, linens, 

sheets, towels, tools, stuffed animals, novels, and         

children’s books are accepted. Thank you.�

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

�

Preparing the Manger�

�

Where do you fall in the “Christmas�songs�in�November” 

debate � do you like them, tolerate them, or outright hate 

them? There’s no theological problem with Christmas 

songs in November outside of worship, even if it’s not �

everyone’s cup of tea. But there is a problem with getting 

so caught up in the baggage of the season � the �

trimmings, the gifts, the celebrations, all of which are �

marvelous in their own way � that you forget to prepare 

the manger.�

�

Every good Catholic knows that Lent is a penitential �

season. It’s hard to miss that point � Lent doesn’t even 

have any fun songs you can groove to on the radio. We are 

pretty good at recognizing that Lent calls us to examine 

ourselves. To deny ourselves. To give of ourselves. And 

most of all, Lent calls us to prepare, as a good steward 

does, for the return of our master.�

�

It’s harder for us to remember that with Advent, but �

Advent is just as much of an opportunity for penance, 

preparation, and reconciliation to God � and just as much 

reason, too. The very name of the season � “advent” � 

encourages us to focus on what is coming, not what is �

already here. Be on guard, the readings tell us today, “so 

that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and (the coming 

of the Lord) catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.”�
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS �

�

The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal organization 

for  Catholic men. All men of the parish are invited to 

join. For information please contact : Council 253 at 

(908)355�2253 or Chris at (908)351�4444�

WHY DO WE DO THAT? � CATHOLIC LIFE �

EXPLAINED�

Question:�

How are the feasts of the baptism of Jesus and the account 

of the wedding feast of Cana related to the Epiphany �

celebration? �

Answer: �

The Epiphany season focuses on revealing Jesus to the 

world. Following the Christmas celebration, the liturgical 

year lays out a series of manifestation points in which Jesus 

is made publicly known. From its very beginning, the 

Christian community highlighted three events in the life of 

Jesus. These are the Epiphany, the Baptism of the Lord and 

the wedding feast at Cana. �

The Epiphany discloses Jesus to the world of the Gentiles, 

represented by the magi from the East. The accounts of 

Jesus' baptism reveal his identity and mission, along with 

exposing him to those to whom he was sent to minister. 

The miracle of turning water to wine at the wedding feast 

of Cana, unique to John's Gospel, is the first public sign 

that Jesus performs, thus manifesting his public identity 

and his powers. �

Today in the Roman Church, these are usually celebrated 

on three successive Sundays: Epiphany, the Baptism of the 

Lord which is usually the next Sunday, and the wedding 

feast of Cana, which is proclaimed on the 2nd Sunday of 

Ordinary Time in lectionary year C. �

These feasts connect around the concept of epiphany,    

public manifestation of Jesus to the world. They help us get 

to know more intimately who Jesus is and what he is about. 

Spend some time delving more deeply into your             

understanding of who Jesus is. Continue to cultivate these 

"epiphany" moments in your life.�

�

�

OUR GIVING TREE IS BACK!�

�

We will be participating in �

providing gifts for this �

Holiday Season for St. Joseph’s in 

Elizabeth. If you can please take a 

tag and purchase a gift of warm 

clothing or gift card for the person 

listed. Please place the �

UNWRAPPED gift with price tags attached and with 

tissue paper in a large (16”wide x 13” high) Christmas 

bag and staple the tag with the family ID NUMBER IN 

THE UPPER RIGHT HAND CORNER OF THE BAG. 

(the reason for a large bag: we put additional items in 

these bags.)�

Return your gift to Church on Sunday, December 5th, 

but no later than Sunday, December 12th. If you have 

any additional large Christmas bags and/or tissue to 

donate, we would appreciate the donations. �

BOY SCOUTS TO SELL WREATHS AND GRAVE 

BLANKETS�

�

The Boy Scouts of St. Genevieve’s Troop 23 are 

again selling Christmas wreaths and grave blankets. 

The holiday items will be on sale on the St. �

Genevieve’s School playground after all Sunday 

Masses until December 12. The products are of a 

good quality and are sold at a reasonable price. � In 

addition, there will again be a Covid�safe self�serve 

contactless option 7 days per week, on the school 

playground.�

SECOND COLLECTIONS�

�

Nov. 27/28�Red Envelope Maintenance�

Dec. 4/5�Parish Assessment�

Dec. 11/12�Retirement for the Religious�

Dec. 18/19�Christmas Flowers�

Dec. 26�Red Envelope Maintenance�

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!�

If you would like to volunteer your time and talents we 

need your help with our altar linens. Any volunteers 

would be put on a rotating schedule to help wash and 

iron the linens for our altar.  If you are interested 

kindly call the rectory at 908�351�4444. Thank you!�

Call Ahead�

�

Father John was nervous when he cast Jimmy, the middle 

school class clown, as Joseph in the annual Christmas �

pageant. His fears were realized when Jimmy decided to 

do a little improvisation by pulling out his cell phone in 

the pageant’s opening scene.�

�

The astonished priest, who was narrating, asked, “What 

are you doing with your phone?”�

�

Jimmy smiled and replied, “This year I’m phoning that inn 

to make a reservation!”�



SPECIAL DONATION�

If you wish to make a special donation the fo o g�

items please fill out fo  and to the ec o y. �

�

WINE       HOSTS       FOR 

CANDLES         FOR THE �

�

The donation may be made the fo o g �

�

   

�

 �

�

 �

�

NAME___________________________________________ �
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�

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2021�

   5:30pm Mass of Thanksgiving req. Pender Family�

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2021�

   7:30� Peter Homem req. Homem Family�

   9:00� Carmela Tamburello req. Nino & Joanna Quaglia�

 10:30� Rolando Castillo req. Richard Costello & Family�

 12:00� Joanne Arena req. Pasquale Arena�

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2021�

   7:00� Diego Eduardo Prieto Diaz req. Carmen 

� Fernandez & Family�

   8:00� Iraida Bustillo req. Family�

   7pm� Robert Smorol req. Mr. & Mrs. Michael Parenti�

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2021�

   7:00   Marie & Floyd, Jerry, Dr. Jack & Pick Donahue, �

             Dr. Bob & Jane Messier�

   8:00� Mary Foran req. Family�

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2021�

   7:00� Souls in Purgatory req. Homem Family�

   8:00� Nelson Thompson, Sr. 1st Anniv. req. Thompson 

� Family�

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2021�

   7:00� Deceased Members Sheridan & Campbell 

� Families req. Margaret Diaz�

   8:00� Eugene Ferguson 10th Anniv. req. Family�

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2021�

   7:00� Nancy Smith Olszewski req. Nancy Gersick�

   8:00� Ana Savarese req. JoAnne & John Malone�

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2021�

   7:00� People of the Parish�

   8:00� Joseph Homem req. Family�

   5:30pm req. Margaret & Edward Kelly req. Audrey & 

� Carmine Cicalese�

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021�

   7:30� Leonia Mae Chiari req. Carol & Joe Chiari�

   9:00� Marie Deegan req. Kathleen Pender & Mary 

� Deegan�

 10:30� Aurora Paulino Sainz req. Sainz Family�

 12:00� Tony Paul req. Mary Paul�

�

�

�

�

Our prayers are with you as you recover 

�

�

�

Please note�If you wish to add someone to the list�please 

call the rectory.�

STOCK UP NOW ON FIREWOOD�

�

Do you need firewood for your backyard chiminea, �

fireplace or wood�burning stove?. �You can get �

well�seasoned split hardwood logs right here at St. Gen’s 

for half of what you pay in the supermarket. �And at the 

same time, you will be supporting the camping program of 

Boy Scout Troop 23, including a campership fund that 

helps send financially�challenged Scouts to summer 

camp. �Help yourself from Webby’s Wood Shed, located 

behind the Rectory near the garages that face Livingston 

Road. �Follow the directions on the envelopes provided to 

make a donation. �Thank you for your support!�

�

�

�

�

LIVE THE LITURGY � INSPIRATION FOR THE 

WEEK�

Any human success requires vigilance. Opportunities 

and powerful moments of encounter can easily be 

missed when we are not attentive. It is all too easy �

today to live distracted and preoccupied lives. There is 

so much vying for our attention that it can be hard to 

be selective and really focus. Caught up in this �

whirlwind of busyness and anxiety, we become tired 

and almost sleepwalk through life. Advent is a time to 

selectively focus. These beautiful four short weeks are a 

time to look backward and forward and be attentive to 

the human journey and God’s revelation. From the �

beginning of time, God has been seeking our attention. 

He constantly reminds us of the justice he desires to 

bring and the promise of his abiding unconditional 

love. Understanding and growing in these truths �

requires alertness so that we can be strengthened in our 

faith and prepared for whatever will come.�
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Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz
to place an ad today! 

jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6417

Shim’s Martial 
Arts Academy

• Martial Arts 
• Summer Camp
• After School Program

2191 Morris Ave. | Union, NJ | 908-721-1992

1115 E. Jersey St. | Elizabeth, NJ | 908-354-0203

www.SMAATKD.com

TWO
LOCATIONS!

Bar & Liquor Restaurant
Take-Out • Barbecue

Portuguese, American & Spanish Cuisine
Home of the Steak on a Stone

“O Rei dos Leitoes” 
Assado em forno a lenha
665 Monroe Ave., Elizabeth

Restaurant: 908-354-2525
Take Out: 908-354-4024 

  www.valencadining.com

Krowicki McCracken 
FUNERAL HOME

Linden, NJ
908-352-9190

www.krowickifuneralhome.com
Joseph J. Olivero, Mgr.  NJ Lic. No. 3322

Matthew V. Marini
Advanced Planning Director

NJ Lic. No. 5114

Edward J. Shaffery Jr.
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 3315

Jennifer Tanis
Funeral Director

NJ Lic. No. 4894

Ronald T. Principe, Jr.
Funeral Director

NJ Lic. No. 4841

McCracken Funeral Home
1500 Morris Ave., Union, NJ 07083

908-686-4700

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.
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908-355-2253
HALL RENTAL

AVAILABLE

Knights of Columbus 
Council 253

328 Union Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07208

Max. 100 People
Free Parking

Caring For You in Every Way
225 Williamson St. • Elizabeth, NJ

www.TrintasRMC.org

Pinho’s
Bakery Inc.

Portuguese
French, Italian Bread

Rolls and Pastry
1027 Chestnut Street

Roselle  245-4388

Avenue
Flowers
& Gifts

“Beautiful
Arrangements

Start Here”
166 Elmora Ave.

Elizabeth, NJ
354-7101

ARNOLD‘S PEST
CONTROL
Complete

Termite and Pest
Control Service

Industrial • Comm. • Res.
Family owned for over 50 years

908-276-8062
www.arnoldspestcontrol.com

139 Westfield Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Established 1888

Directors: James A. Gordon Jr. NJ Lic. No. 3021, Manager
Pawel S. Maslanka NJ Lic. No. 4813

908.352.2268
Afschmidtfuneral.com

BRIAN R.BONNER, Manager, NJ LIC.#4143
EMILIO DEL CUETO III, Director, NJ LIC# 4627

Five generations of our Family serving the Families of Union County. Est’d 1868 

582 Springfield Avenue 908-789-7400
Westfield, NJ 07090 HigginsandBonner.com

STEPHEN STRICKLAND

732-319-6870
32 Summit Rd 

Elizabeth NJ 07208
Stephen@StricklandRealtyNJ.com

www.stricklandrealtynj.com

Amazing Seafood Boil
7 New St. | Metuche

www.nauticrab.com
NOW HIRING


