
 

Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona 

   Deacon Glenn Robitaille 

   

Mass Schedule - Church 

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 

  Sunday: 8:00am & 10:00am  

                    

  DAILY MASS 

  Monday to Friday 

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)   

        

  Holy Days of Obligation 

  (Check bulletin for time) 

 

  Reconciliation 

  Saturdays 4:00-4:45pm 

  or by calling the Rectory. 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 

  Call Rectory if family member or  

  friend is in hospital or ill. 

                       

  Religious Education (Sunday) 

  Grades Kg.- 8......................8:45-9:50am 

               

         Parish Office Hours 

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

           9:00am - 12:30pm 

         Tuesday and Friday 

          10:00am - 1:30pm 

 

  Parish Trustees 

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr. 

  Elizabeth Rifino 

 

                   

                       Parish Staff 

 

  Parish Secretary  

  Jean Tietjen (908) 754-8812, ext. 3 

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com  

   

  Director of Religious Education 

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754-8812, ext. 5 

  enteman@verizon.net  

 

  Youth Minister 

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591-8397 

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com  

 

  Bulletin Information 

  Eleanora Phillips (908) 510-1053 

  ellyphillips99@yahoo.com 

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Metuchen 

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 
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300 Clinton Avenue 

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063-1613 

     Phone: (908) 754-8812 

     Fax: (908) 754-0120 

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com 

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

January 19, 2020 

  



  

A few years ago, the Associated Press released an alarming 

story.  It concerned a survey of 1,700 junior high school students 

by a Rhode Island Rape Crisis Center. Of all the students 

interviewed, 65 percent of the boys and 50 percent of the girls 

considered it acceptable for a man to force a woman to have 

relations with him if they had been dating for six months.   Another 

survey showed that one-third of all pregnancies in the United 

States end up with the unborn child being destroyed. That comes 

to 1.5 million deaths a year, or one very 23 seconds.  

Consider two other surveys I found.  A university study shows that 

by the age of ten, the average child has already developed "a non

-condemning attitude" toward cheating.  And lastly, a another 

survey, backed up by lie detector tests, showed that seven out of 

ten employees steal at least some small item from their 

employers, jokingly referring to it as a "fringe benefit."  

I don’t know about you, but when I read news items like these, I 

feel like the person who said, "Stop the world. I want to get off!"   I 

also feel like the person who said, "If I were God, my heart would 

break because of all the cruelty and sinfulness in our world."  

But even more disturbing than the cold-blooded sinfulness in our 

world is the growing tendency to joke about sin, to downplay it, or 

to deny it.  For example, people today no longer lie; they merely 

juggle the facts or stretch the truth. People no longer steal; they 

rip off, lift, or "borrow." People no longer commit adultery; they fool 

around or live in the fast lane. People no longer cheat; they pad 

expenses or fudge figures.  Finally, people no longer kill unborn 

babies; they terminate a pregnancy or remove an unwanted fetus.  

I believe that all of this is simply a way of downplaying or denying 

sin.  The tragic part of this disturbing tendency is that by 

downplaying or denying our sinfulness, we downplay or deny our 

need for the Lord Jesus.  For if we have no sins that need 

forgiving, we have no need for Jesus Christ.  

Touching on this point, author Kilian McDonnell in a Commonweal 

Magazine of many year ago, notes that many conservative, 

evangelical preachers touch millions of people today, not simply 

because they are forceful speakers, but because they show 

people that they are sinners and, therefore, that they need the 

forgiveness of Christ. He says: "Many people do not recognize 

Christ because they do not recognize themselves as sinners.   

You see, if I am not a sinner, then I have no need of Jesus. Not 

one of us will celebrate the mystery of Christian Joy if we does not 

first recognize in sorrow that we are sinners who need a savior.  

"The focus ... is not sin ... but on Christ who saves."  

This is also the focus of John the Baptist in today's Gospel 

Lesson.   The Baptist's focus is on Jesus, "the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world."  My friends, the worst evil is not 

to commit sin.  It's to commit sin and then to deny it. Commenting 

on this point, Louis Evely a theologian wrote:  "It is better to 

commit a sin than to corrupt a principle.  It is better to sin with 

sincerity than to lie to oneself in order to stay virtuous."   In other 

words, if we are weak enough to sin, we should be humble 

enough to admit the fact.  Stressing the fact of human sinfulness, 

Saint John in his First Letter says bluntly: "If we say, 'We are 

without sin,' we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us .... If 

we say, 'We have not sinned,' we make [God] a liar, and his word 

is not in us." (l John 1:8, 10)  

I think the point in all this is clear.  You see\, all of us are fragile 

human beings. All of us fall victim to various sins at various times 

in our lives. All of us stand in need of Christ's forgiveness. All of 

us stand in need of Christ's salvation.  Instead of down playing our 

sinfulness, or denying it, we should admit it.  

We should admit it and seek out Jesus, "the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world."  This is the message of John the 

Baptist to the people of his time in today's Gospel Lesson. It is 

also the message of the Church to each one of us here today.  

Concretely, this means we should admit our sinfulness. We 

should admit it and seek God's forgiveness in the sacrament of 

Reconciliation. It means we should use the sacrament of 

Reconciliation as Jesus intended us to use it.  How fortunate for  

Mass Intentions are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling 

(908) 754-8812, or by sending an email message to 

stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Rectory Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday from 10:00am-1:30pm. Personal visits to arrange intentions 

are always welcomed. 

for us to have this sacrament. How unfortunate for us to neglect it. 

How unfortunate for us not to use it as Jesus intended us to use it.  

To illustrate what I mean, consider these words of the great 

novelist Somerset Maugham. He writes: "I have committed follies.  

I have a sensitive conscience and I have done certain things in my 

life that I am unable to entirely forget: if I had been fortunate 

enough to be a Catholic, I could have delivered myself of them at 

confession and after performing the penance imposed, received 

absolution and put them out of my mind forever."  

It takes a statement like Maugham's to make us Catholics realize 

what a great gift the sacrament of Reconciliation is.  How tragic for 

us to fail to appreciate it or to fail to use it. For it was for this gift 

that Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, offered himself for us on 

Calvary.  

Let me close by paraphrasing a prayer written nearly 1,600 years 

ago by an early Christian named Origen. Pray it when you have a 

chance:  "Jesus, my feet are dusty and dirty. Pour water into your 

basin and come and wash my feet, as you washed the feet of the 

Apostles at the Last Supper.  I realize that I am terribly bold in 

asking you to do this. But I fear the warning you gave to Peter 

when you said to him, 'If I do not wash your feet, you cannot have 

companionship with me.' Wash my feet, then, Jesus, because I do 

want your companionship more than anything else in this world."  

In your charity, please pray for the sick and lonely—visit them if 

you can.  Also, please remember to pray for all who have 

wandered from the Faith and all who have died, especially the 

babies who have been killed through abortion.   

May God always be pleased with us! 

                                              Monsignor Michael  

 

 

 

 

Saturday, January 18 

  5:00PM  Erasma Mitrano r/o Anne Haley 

Sunday, January 19 - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  8:00AM  People of the Parish 

10:00AM  Bea Wyszkowski r/o St. Luke Rosary Society 

Monday, January 20 

   7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Tuesday, January 21 

   7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Wednesday, January 22 

 10:00AM  No Intention Requested  

Thursday, January 23 

   7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Friday, January 24 

  7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Saturday, January 25 

  5:00PM  Erasma Mitrano r/o Terry Garatino  

Sunday, January 26 - 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  8:00AM  People of the Parish 

 10:00AM  Michael Chisari r/o Patricia & Ted Piontkowski  

 

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our country. 

Comfort their spirits with your divine presence. Keep them 

close to You and grant them strength, wisdom and grace. 

Please also remember our homebound parishioners and 

those who are  in need of our prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In your kindness we ask you to remember all the sick 

members of our parish as well as those who reside in 

nursing homes and senior care facilities. 



The SANCTUARY CANDLE by the Tabernacle will 

burn this week for Mary Flatley at the request of Loretta 

Willoughby. 

 

 

 

READINGS THIS WEEKEND 

First Reading:� Isaiah 49:3,5-6 -� God’s servant, Israel, will be 

made a light to the nations. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-3� - Paul greets the 

Church in Corinth. 

Gospel Reading:� John 1:29-34� - John testifies that Jesus is 

the Lamb of God, God’s own Son. 

 

Pope's Intentions for January 

Prayer intention for evangelization - Promotion of World 

Peace: We pray that Christians, followers of other religions, 

and all people of goodwill may promote peace and justice in 

the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

$3,527 

Thanks to all of our parishioners for your continued support to 

our Parish.  

 

CHOIR INFORMATION 

Cantors/Song Leaders are sought to serve the Parish. Get 

information from our organist. 

 

 

ST. LUKE ROSARY SOCIETY NEWS 

Just a reminder - this month our meeting will be at Carpaccio’s 

for our Holiday Luncheon. The date is Wednesday, January 

22nd at 12 Noon. Hope to see all of you there. If anyone is 

interested in joining the Rosary Society or any questions about 

the luncheon, please call Diane at (908) 205-8826. 

 

 

 

CALLING ALL YOUTH! 

You are invited to spend the day celebrating God's love for 

you with your peers at the Diocesan Youth Day on  

Saturday, February 8th from  

1:30-7:30pm at St. Joseph High School  

145 Plainfield Ave., Metuchen. 

Bishop Checchio will preside at the Mass.  

It will be a day of fun, food, music 

prayer and reflection 

 

 

Although holding hands is a beautiful expression of people 

united in prayer, no one is required to hold hands. It is very 

fitting to pray the 'Our Father' with your palms lifted upward, or 

with your hands placed together in prayer. During the Sign of 

Peace, don't be offended, if someone chooses not  to shake 

hands with you. An appropriate gesture for those who are 

concerned about spreading the flu virus might be to strive for 

eye contact rather than physical contact.  You could clasp your 

hands together and bow gently to those around you, and with 

a smile say "Peace be with you", or "Peace of Christ".   

 

 

Open Houses for Catholic Schools Week 

Roselle Catholic High School  

350 Raritan Rd., Roselle  

 January 26, 1:00pm-3:00pm 

Koinonia Academy 

1040 Plainfield Ave, Plainfield 

January 26,  11:00am-2:00pm 

January 30,  9:00am-11:30am 

Holy Savior Academy 

149 So. Plainfield Ave., S. Plainfield 

January 26, 12:30-2:00pm 

 

Mount St. Mary House of Prayer 

1651 U.S. Highway 22, Watchung 

Monday, January 27, 7:00-9:00pm 

$20-$30 as you are able. 

Presenter: Mary Jo Kearns, RSM 

 

Martha & Mary: Models of Hospitality  

The two sisters are found in three prominent stories in the 

Bible, all of which give us a glimpse into their personalities and 

provide reflection in our lives today.  

 

 

 

STRESS IN YOUR MARRIAGE? 

Do you feel lost, alone, or bored in your marriage? Are you 

frustrated, hurt, or angry with your spouse? Are you constantly 

fighting? Or do you simply shut down? Have you thought 

about separation or divorce? Does talking about it only make it 

worse? Retrouvaille is a Lifeline to help couples heal and 

renew their marriages. The program consists of a weekend 

experience for married couples (no group discussions) with six 

follow-up sessions. Upcoming Weekend: February 21-23, 

2020 For information and to register call Rich Colasuonno at 

(732) 236-0671 or Annette Colasuonno at (732) 672-0748 or 

email 3024@retrouvaille.org 

 

 

 

Parishioners!! The Heart-to-Heart Ministry is accepting non-

perishable food items for FISH.  We recently found that we 

have a limited amount of food in the storage facility for 

FISH.  FISH distributes food to churches/community 

organizations in the local area.  Please try to be generous 

as possible.  Thank you. 

St. Luke Family Ministry 

Service to the Poor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME PLAY BINGO AND SUPPORT YOUR PARISH!! 

MONDAY GAMES BEGIN AT 7:30PM  

 

 

��������� 

 

 

MONDAY TEAM ASSIGNMENTS ARE:  

 

 

Monday, (7:30pm) - Team #3: Susan Lauck, Mark 

Kruszczynski, John Reed, Elena Gulyas, Pam Savaryn 

 

(KITCHEN: Please arrive by 6:00pm - kitchen opens at 

6:30pm) 

 

Kitchen Team #3: Eileen Faede 

 

 

 

��������� 

 

 

NO FRIDAY BINGO 

Remember to please continue supporting our   

Heart  to Heart contribution basket. 



RICHARD A. MELEO, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Jane Ligums, D.M.D., F.A.G.D.

Restorative, Cosmetic
& Implant Dentistry

176 Cedar Street
North Plainfield

(908) 757-2613
Fax: 908-753-9120

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Luke’s, North Plainfield, NJ 04-1086

Joseph T. Penyak
908-753-4222
Fax: 908-753-4763
www.penyakroofing.com

3571 Kennedy Road
South Plainfield, NJ

 Plan Ahead Today. Make it  
 Easier On Them Tomorrow.
 Let us help you pre-plan in 
 a sensitive, caring way.

 (732) 968-4227 • www.sheenanfh.com
233 Dunellen Ave., Dunellen, NJ

Thomas E. Sheenan, CSFP • Owner & Manager • NJ Lic. 2592

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place  
an ad today! sverbiest@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

Funerals • Cremations • International Repatriations 
22 Craig Place, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 

  908-756-2693 www.scarpalasrosasfh.com

Erin T. Gigoux
Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4995

Daniel M. Pellegrino
Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3128


